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THE VENTURE CENTER RUNDOWN 

Welcome our New Venture Fellows! 

Welcome Jyothi Chollangi and Hayden Holder to the Venture Center team as this Fall’s Venture Fellows. 

The Venture Fellows are student workers who spend their time helping us build out the Venture Center so 

that we can better serve Lamar students, faculty, and the broader Southeast Texas Community. 

The Entrepreneurship Club has launched!!! 



We had our first meeting on Monday, 9/28. It was a great info session to build membership. This club is 
open to undergraduate and graduate students at Lamar University. 

Contact: Manny Ogden or Hayden Holder for more information. 

Join the GroupMe here and follow the Entrepreneurship Club on Instagram for updates on future meetings 

and events. 

Cardinal Ideas Pitch 

Cardinal Ideas is our annual fall pitch competition in which students, as teams or individuals, pitch their 

business ideas. This is a chance for student entrepreneurs to showcase their talent and compete for cash 

prizes. 

Submit an application here, deadline to apply is Friday, October 23, 2026. 

We need your help to make this the best Cardinal Ideas Pitch to date. 

What we need: 

Sponsors 

Mentors 

Judges 

If you’re interested in getting involved, please reach out. There are a lot of ways to contribute and support 

our students. kscott74@lamar.edu 

mailto:mogden1@lamar.edu
mailto:mogden1@lamar.edu
mailto:hholder1@lamar.edu
mailto:hholder1@lamar.edu
https://groupme.com/join_group/117410789/NgmANJqb
https://groupme.com/join_group/117410789/NgmANJqb
https://www.instagram.com/lamarentrepreneur/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/lamarentrepreneur/?hl=en
https://www.lamar.edu/forms/business/cardinal-ideas-application.html
https://www.lamar.edu/forms/business/cardinal-ideas-application.html
mailto:kscott74@lamar.edu


We’ve joined STRIVE! 

STRIVE (Startup Training Resources to Inspire Veteran Entrepreneurship) is a consortium of universities 

that works through colleges and nonprofit organizations to deliver entrepreneurship education in the 
communities where veterans and military families live.  

The Venture Center is currently working on the curriculum, training and program support to offer a 
Veterans Entrepreneurship Program to SETX. Stay tuned for more information on this later! 

STRIVE is led by Syracuse University’s D’Aniello Institute for Veterans and Military Families. 



Collaboration Alert: 

Two teams led by Dr. Kelley Bradley and Dr. Helen Lou have been selected for the Texas State BobCatalyst 
Innovation Accelerator Program (BIAP). This marks an important collaboration between Lamar University 

and Texas State University that will help incubate and scale faculty-led ventures. 



BobCatalyst gives the teams a chance to work with colleagues in the program while speaking directly with 
prospective customers about the problems their technologies aim to solve. 

“Lamar is committed to helping faculty and students discover the commercial potential of their research 
and to fostering collaboration with universities across the state,” said Dr. Gene Theodori, Associate Provost 

for Academic and Research Administration at Lamar. “Our participation in BobCatalyst is another important 
step toward fulfilling that commitment.” 

Dr. Kyle Scott, the Venture Center executive director and Rogers Chair of entrepreneurship at Lamar, is 

supporting both teams through the program. 

The Venture Center has joined NACCE 

The Venture Center has received a $5,000 grant from the National Association for Community College 

Entrepreneurship (NACCE) through its Everyday Entrepreneur Program. The funds will provide the first-

place award at the Cardinal Ideas Pitch Competition on Thursday, November 12. 

The grant is part of Level One of NACCE’s Everyday Entrepreneur Program, which supports 
entrepreneurship education and student pitch competitions. Through the partnership, the Venture Center 

will also have access to curriculum resources, mentoring tools and a network of participating institutions. 
Although NACCE’s name reflects its roots in community colleges, its network and programs also include 
four-year universities. 



The National Association for Community College Entrepreneurship is a nonprofit organization that supports 

entrepreneurship education and economic opportunity through a network of colleges, universities and 

partners. 

Curious about how to write a business plan? 

Check out this resource 

from the SBDC. 

Book of the Month 

Rome’s Last Citizen: The 

Life and Legacy of Cato by 
Rob Goodman and Jimmy Soni 

Take a break from current 
events and return to Rome. A 

really lively read about the 
behind the scenes maneuvering 

at the end of the Roman 
Republic. 

Get the Book 

What we’re watching: 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sba.gov%2Fbusiness-guide%2Fplan-your-business%2Fwrite-your-business-plan&data=05%7C02%7Cdsaliu%40lamar.edu%7C7f921ee4028c4c24035008de59f3799f%7C8cf8605bf7b2482486fb604423c32395%7C0%7C0%7C639047099411681322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ETUQP1kxJykpocGMC0D7w5UV3tVCM59DZsRK3wgAJ1o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sba.gov%2Fbusiness-guide%2Fplan-your-business%2Fwrite-your-business-plan&data=05%7C02%7Cdsaliu%40lamar.edu%7C7f921ee4028c4c24035008de59f3799f%7C8cf8605bf7b2482486fb604423c32395%7C0%7C0%7C639047099411681322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ETUQP1kxJykpocGMC0D7w5UV3tVCM59DZsRK3wgAJ1o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.amazon.com/Romes-Last-Citizen-Legacy-Mortal/dp/0312681232
https://www.amazon.com/Romes-Last-Citizen-Legacy-Mortal/dp/0312681232


The Audacity 

A satirical (if not realistic) account 

of Silicon Valley. A can’t miss. 

Watch The Audacity 

Contact us to get started!! 

Executive Director of Entrepreneurship 

Kyle Scott 

kscott74@lamar.edu 

Come Build with Us!! 

Coworking Space | Mentorship | Idea Incubation | Access to Funding | Individual Offices | Workshops 

| Pitch Competitions 

To learn more and keep up with everything that’s going on at the Venture Center.                          

Venture Center 

5091 Rolfe Christopher Dr        

Beaumont, Texas 77710 

https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESXgHrOzAVy5MQa7guNUcMx_mF-nK1NrnnUybEU8YhKSCnLOrIDoG6fPCrF4BxkGwv8dGKiUirikYjZNRyIOfF-HKr2kLmFw50YzSWRLH_oV_cjeie3cpa02VjogrP0NA
https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESXgHrOzAVy5MQa7guNUcMx_mF-nK1NrnnUybEU8YhKSCnLOrIDoG6fPCrF4BxkGwv8dGKiUirikYjZNRyIOfF-HKr2kLmFw50YzSWRLH_oV_cjeie3cpa02VjogrP0NA
https://www.lamar.edu/venture-center/
https://www.lamar.edu/venture-center/
mailto:kscott74@lamar.edu
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