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It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 
May 2018 Commencement Ceremony 
for the College of Education and 
Human Development at Lamar 
University. This is a time for us to 
recognize and honor our graduates for 
their hard work and achievements. It 
also is a time to express appreciation 
to those who have encouraged and 
helped support our students who are 
graduating today. I would like to take 
a moment to honor all the moms with 
us this evening. Happy Mother’s Day.

The College of Education and Human Development graduates 
today will receive 71 bachelor’s degrees, 649 master’s degrees and 
28 doctoral degrees. Many of our graduates have completed their 
degrees through Lamar University’s nationally acclaimed online 
programs. Congratulations to all of you.

These are exciting days for the College of Education and Human 
Development and Lamar University. Thank you for joining us on 
this commencement day, and please, come back to visit as often as 
possible. We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM
Dean

Message from the Dean



Ceremony Program

Musical Prelude		  Lamar University Commencement	
				    Brass Ensemble
				    Andrew McMahan, D.M.A.
				    Director of Bands

Academic Processional*	 Lula Henry, Ed.D. 
				    Associate Professor of 
				    Teacher Education
				    	
Crown Imperial           	 Lamar University Commencement	
Walton				   Brass Ensemble

The National Anthem*	 Jammieca D. Mott, D.M.A.
The Star Spangled Banner 	 Instructor of Voice
Francis Scott Key		  Mary Morgan Moore Department of 		
				    Music

Welcome/Introductions	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM		
				    Dean

Commencement Address	 John Hayek, Ph.D.
				    Chief Academic Affairs Officer, 
				    Texas State University Systemte Dean

Certification of Graduates	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM

Conferring of Degrees	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.			 
				    President

Presentation of Graduating 	 Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM 
Class/Investiture of 
Doctorates



Announcement of 		  Tilisa Thibodeaux, Ed.D.	
Graduates			   Assistant Professor of Educational 		
				    Leadership
					      
				    Lisa Wines, Ph.D.
				    Assistant Professor of Counseling 
				    and Special Populations

Concluding Remarks		  Robert J. Spina, Ph.D., FACSM
and Awards

Lamar University		  Jammieca D. Mott, D.M.A.
Alma Mater*
G. Rhodes Smartt
                     	
Lamar to thee we’re singing	 We will ever need thee     
Voices raised on high.          	 As our guiding star.     	        
We will forever love thee      	 To us you’ll always be	
Laud thee to the sky.		  Our glorious Lamar.
                              	                                                                                                   
Academic Recessional*	 Lula Henry, Ed.D. 

Please join us for an informal reception, located upstairs in the concourse area of 
the Montagne Center, following the ceremony.

*Audience please stand.

To maintain the dignity of the program, guests are requested to refrain from 
unnecessary noises (air horns, etc.) and movement during the ceremony.



Robert J. Spina, Dean
Cynthia Cummings, 
	 Director Online 
	 Operations
Diane Mason, 
	 Director Graduate 

Studies & Research
Teresa Simpson, Special 

Assistant to the Dean
Jasmine Figueroa, 

Student Advisory 
Council to the Dean

Counseling & Special 
Populations:
Rebecca Weinbaum, 
    Chair
Lauren Cogswell
Wendy Greenidge
Mohammad Hamza
Patricia Harris
Sonja Hebert
Belinda Lopez
Kimberly McGough
Jessica Martin
Lisa Wines
Teri Ann Sartor 

Educational Leadership:
Diane Mason, 

Acting Chair
Kay Abernathy
Nancy Adams

Shelly Allen
Donna Azodi
DarylAnn Borel
Kelly Brown
Tonya Colunga
Jimmy Creel
Katy Delahoussaye
Neil Faulk
Donna Fong
Sandra Harris
Glen Harrison
Thomas Harvey
Gary Martin
Clementine Msengi
Kaye Shelton
Tilisa Thibodeaux
David Wallace
Brett Welch
Porchanee White
Ken Young

Family & Consumer 
Sciences:
Tammy Henderson,

Chair
JJ Chen
Molly Dahm
Jill Killough
Jan Kimmons
Eunjin Kwon
Connie Ruiz
Amy Shows

Health & Kinesiology:
Daniel Chilek, 

Interim Chair
Kim Gauthreaux
Barbara Henderson
Shannon Jordan
Phaphul Joshi
Julio Morales
Israel Msengi
Jeanne Mullican

Teacher Education:
Lula Henry, Interim Chair
Stacey Bumstead
Andrea Karlin
Cavan Leerkamp
Cheryl Nelson
Cristina Rios
Mamta Singh
Dorothy Sisk
Margaret Swope
Debra Troxclair
Vanessa Villate
Julia Yoo

College of Education and Human Development Faculty

Shelly Allen
Kelly Brown

Glen Harrison
Eunjin Kwon

Belinda Lopez
Julio Morales
Anna Nguyen

Teri Sartor
Freddie Titus

Debra Troxclair

Big Red & LU

Faculty Marshals

Honorary Marshals

Office of the Registrar
David Short Jr., Registrar

Barbara Price, Assistant Registrar
Natasha Walker, Assistant Registrar
Commencement Committee

Summer Rather, Director of Records & Registration
Mildred Piert, Graduation Coordinator
Siaa Taylor, Graduation Coordinator



As the Texas State University System’s chief 
academic affairs officer, Dr. John Hayek 
oversees academic program planning 
and review, curriculum development, and 
academic standards and policies for the 
System and its eight component institutions.

Dr. Hayek has higher education leadership 
experience at the university, system, and 
state level. Prior to joining TSUS, he served 
as the associate vice chancellor and chief of 
staff for academic affairs at the University of 
Texas System, managing initiatives related 

to academic and strategic planning, policy development, student 
success, information technology, and data analytics.

A social scientist by training, Hayek previously held leadership 
positions with the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education 
and the Indiana University Center for Postsecondary Research, 
where he conducted research on student success and helped launch 
the National Survey of Student Engagement. Early in his career, 
Hayek also worked outside the academia for IBM and the Northern 
Trust Company, as well as with several public-private partnerships 
that organized the Super Bowl and an Olympic Soccer competition 
in South Florida.

Hayek holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education from Indiana University, 
as well as a master’s degree in Sports Administration from St. 
Thomas University, and a bachelor’s degree in Economics from 
the University of Chicago. At the University of Chicago, Dr. Hayek 
lettered in varsity baseball and varsity football and was a member 
of the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity.

Dr. Hayek and his wife Laura, a registered nurse, live in Austin with 
their four children.

Commencement Speaker



Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership	
Salih Baris Aykac	
Lazaro Barroso	
Tylor John Chaplin	
Kady Miranda Donaghey	
Anita Tyler Frank	
Danny Lee Gentry	
Kelly Marie Grogan	
Jamie Michelle Halliburton	
Rickie Redondo Harris	
Sheri Lee Hawthorn	
Nicole L. Kraft	
Kristi Dene’ Lewis	
Nathan W. Maxwell	
Elizabeth Moore Miller	
Nicky Ranakadevi Mohan	
John Clark Moore Jr.	
Bernard Patrick Mulvaney	
Gregory Charles Nelson	
Federico Nicholas Padovan	
Julene S. Reed	
Erica N. Seastrunk	
Joshua Lee Smith	
Susan Annette Smith	
Jerry Michael Sorrell	
Patrick Stanley Talbert	
Derya Ucuz	
Gustavo Villanueva	
Joseph Edward Waldron	

Master of Education in 
Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling	
Quandra Le’Tedra Baker	
Randolph Cyril Bermudez	
Mark L. Blockus	
Lindsay Nicole Bridges	
Debra Patricia Brigandi	
Cynthia Ann Brown	
Catherine Valencia Bruce	
Savannah Leigh Burke	

Stephany Denisse Cano	
Mallory Carlson	
Nancy Elaine Carmicheal	
Whitney Lynn Collins	
Jenna Caitlyn Cook	
Ada Jones Couthen	
Kimberly Pace Craigen	
Kimberly Rae Donahue	
Pamela Dowell	
Jeremy Douglas Erwin	
Kassandra Francisca Flores	
Lakesha Bell Fox	
Davina Lasha Freeney-Amoo
Jerron Deurice Goss	
Lindsey Delayne Hardin	
Shelley Blackburn Harris	
Labresha S. Haskins	
Amy Lisenby Heidecker	
Melba Thomas Hilliard	
Md Mozadded Hossen	
Gina M. Jurkota	
Amelia Ann Laurent-Julien	
Brittany Shawnice Lewis	
Kimberly Ann Loftis	
Brian Timothy McCormack	
Mariah Ja’Connie Naylor	
Emmanuel Keng Ngong	
Shanteria E. Onyemem	
Neha Piyushkumar Patel	
Christopher C. Ritter	
Mariah Henderson Rossel	
Brandi Daniel Russell	
Veronica Morales Sanchez	
Amber Nicole Scripsick	
Cynthia Lynne Sy	
Jacob Douglas Thornton	
Deborah Kay Webb	
Danielle Nicole White
Jinelle Yvette Williams	
Ronda Junae Williams	
Lori Ann Yates	



Master of Education in 
School Counseling	
Elizabeth Marie Aguiar	
Oscar Mauricio Ahumada	
Marlene Marie Alaniz	
Javonda R. Allen	
Jordan Bell Amborn	
Christine Elizabeth Amerson	
Sabrina Anderson	
Leslie Karen Arave	
Kiley R. Armstrong	
Alethia Luna Arroyo	
Leah Farai Bailey	
Brenda J. Barrino	
Jessica Riane Bautista	
Annie Fredericks Baxley	
Jared Lima Berlanga	
Ashney Danielle Berry-Avery	
Nicholas Dodd Bidinger	
Laterrence Allen Blackmon	
Carol Ilene Braun	
Charvette Martisha Brown	
Irene Emma Cano	
Lori Ann Cantu	
Ruby Jean Carranco	
LaQuita Shontae Chambers	
Erika Chavez Pena	
Maria Antonia Clack	
Johna Michelle Clemons	
Julie Crystal Cole	
Sherika Shanta Collins	
Sara Beth Council	
Britany Jean Crawford	
Lauren Kristina Cummings	
Perdetra Lynelle Cunningham	
Angela Curtin	
Nadalee Lorraine Daves	
Maria Razo De La Mora	
Leticia Diaz Mendez	
Brittany Lynn Dinsmore	
Joseph Dondero	

Katie Joyce Doughty	
Brenda Pamela Duarte	
Helen Marie Duarte	
Sultana Shaheed Dusang	
Matthew Ryan Ellis	
Amanda Esqueda	
Johana Fabiola Esquivel	
Ellie Nicole Estrada	
Rebecca Ann Estrada	
Brittney Dorielle Ewing	
Leslie Valdez Fernandez	
Brooksy Lynn Fisher	
Amanda Jean Flores	
Stephanie Nicole Fox	
Stephanie R. Gable	
Heather Gallier	
Jorge Luis Garcia	
Lynda Marie Garcia	
Llaneika Shemiere Gardner	
Tomi Jolene Garrison	
Elvira Garza	
Miriam Guadalupe Gerardo	
Lisa Marie Gonzalez	
Bethany Lyn Gossett	
Hazel Y. Goya	
Shayla Ruth Green	
Kellie Ann Greenleaf	
Gina Jo Gresham	
Rebecca Ann Griffith	
Stephanie Grissett	
Gwendolyn Ashley Harper	
Mary Elizabeth Hawkins	
Kasi Michal Hebert	
Kimberly Michelle Heming	
Liliana Hernandez	
Elizabeth Marie Herod-Krus	
Savanna Ray Hidalgo	
Roxana Horak	
Angela H. Jackson	
Candace Beth Langton Jackson	
Kaniesha Renee Jackson	
Monique Andrea Jackson	



Megan Renee Johnson	
Deirdre Danielle Jolivette	
Erica Keese Jones	
Hilda Martinez Juarez	
Yolanda Lara Juarez	
Cheryl Denise Cooper Kendell	
Kelly Charese Lallave	
Carolyn Lay	
Angela Cayce Lengefeld	
Serenae Alecia Levine	
Melissa Lewis	
Leah Marie Lowery	
Mayra M. Lozano	
Keri Michelle Luepke	
Amy Catherine Lutes	
Chelsea Marie Lyssy	
Mandie Krystine Martinez	
Tiffany Ann McCabe	
Haley Elizabeth McWilliams	
Lauren Marie Meyer	
Misty Faye Midgett	
Brittany K. Mikaelian	
Lindsey May Miller	
Sara Elizabeth Mobley	
Laura Michelle Molina	
DeAnna Lynette Molloy	
Mary Isabel Moreno	
Yvonne Moreno-Garcia	
Angela Elaine Morgan	
Amanda A. Morin	
Leslie DeAnn Morman	
Sarah Dawn Mutschler	
Vandi Leigh Nall	
Anita P. Naranjo	
Johnna Collleen Neil	
Stephanie LeAnn Nelson	
Lauren Elizabeth Nettles	
LaWanda Nodestine	
Clifton Daniel O’Banion	
Terra O’Dell	
Shelby L. Offineer	
Melina Robleado Ontiveros	

Xaviera Lee Osborne	
Claudia Ivett Padron	
Jennifer Harris Pavlu	
Bianca Mercedes Perez	
Chelsea Skylar Pimentel	
Wendy Michele Pittman	
Athenas Cristina Prieto	
Kela Nichole  Prudhomme	
Servando Quintanilla Alcala	
Marisol Ramirez	
Linda R. Ramos	
Victoria Ramos	
Michelle Lynn Ricketts	
Elsa Ringgenberg	
Jason Michael Roberts	
Kellie Rogers	
Sonia A. Romero	
Katrina Routon Jarvis	
Elizabeth Anne Rumfield	
Anthony Maurice-Wourman 

Ruttenburg	
Beneia Ra’Shel Ruttenburg	
Jessica Salinas	
Josefa Jaramillo Sanchez	
Sharon L. Sanders	
Megan Christine Sauber	
Alyson Dawn Savage	
Jacqueline Schrecongost	
Carlos Juan Sepulveda-Prosper	
Stephanie Anne Shortridge	
Jake Maxwell Simmons	
Amber Marie Sims	
Ashley M. Sims	
Amy Lee Sinclair	
Johna Lynn Smejkal	
Andrea Smith	
Lori Lee Smith	
Rachel Elizabeth Smith	
Tia Sheree Smith	
Amanda Snure	
Lina Ogden Snyder	
Sandra Patricia Soto	



Revon Lamontt Spain	
Justin Philip Squires	
Amy Katherine Stach	
Katie McWhorter Staszak	
Claudia Briones Stitt	
Katie Lynn Stover	
Emily Veach Straub	
Judith Rangel Sutphin	
Nancy Jane Taylor	
Sandra Gail Taylor	
Anastasia Elizabeth Thomas	
Champale R. Thomas	
Crystal L. Thompkins	
Jeanette Perez Tijerina	
Kristin Marie Tillman	
Jacquelynn M. Touchet	
Crystal D. Traylor	
Carlie Megan Tucker	
Yaminah Stewart Tucker	
Sarina Estela Vasquez	
Viviana Perez Vences	
Jason Rene Villela	
Stacy Phuong Vo	
Julie A. Ward	
Yeini Elizabeth Weempe	
Ambethy M. West	
Marquita Adneatria White	
Iman Jayidah Williams	
Miranda Jean Williams	
Kelly Jean Woelfel	
Jennifer Lorilynn  Wood	
Tony Yanez	
Christopher David Ybarra	
Marcheta Paulina Young	
Pamela Marie Zablocki	
Candice Lyteese Zakariya	

Master of Education in 
Special Education	
Melissa Ann Aleman	
Kourtney Clemons Arlan
Kelly Ann August	

Rhodonna Lachella Bernard	
Christine Lyn Bickers	
Veronica Terry Boudreaux	
Teresa Spence Brightbill	
Debra Jo Cahn	
James H. Codd	
Beverly Denise De Leon	
LaTasha Dashaun Dixon	
Tara Ruth Fuslier	
Samuel Gradnigo	
Tarisa Mayi Gruensteiner	
Dornita Ly’Vette Hardeman	
Frances Kaitlynn Henderson	
Robert Joseph Horn	
Laurie Jane Jackson	
Ekira Te’Shona Jones	
Stacy Lynn Kelly	
Christa Jean Lafleur	
Victoria Laurel Langford	
Marvin Lee Lofton II	
Shea Marie McCandless
Jennifer Lee McClelland
Michael James McParland	
Katie Lynn Michna	
Kelly Rider Miller	
Shayne Murphy Moravits	
Ashley J. Nelson	
Jeanne Lynn Newsom	
Ada Chinyere Opara	
Michelle Marie Parker	
Ackesha Jamila Patrick
Hannah Elizabeth Popejoy	
Jillian Amanda Roscoe	
Steven Mathew Slatten	
Wanetta Peebles Steed
Jennifer L. Weeren	
Madeline Marie Williams	

Master of Education in 
Educational Administration	
Albert Freeman Abshire III	
Alicia Renee Adams	



Renee Carol Alexander	
Rotavia Faye Armstrong	
Lazaro Arredondo	
Arsenio Avant
Latosha Annette Baker	
Tanner Chase Bales	
Sunshine Lago Barker	
Brent Wayne Barnes	
Caleb Barton	
Ricardo Bates	
Phillip Lee Behrens
Tyesha Victoria Beller	
Heidi Nash Belson	
Kimberly Marie Benigno	
Clotilde Nadine Benitez	
Jerome George Berglund	
Bobby Jerrald Betts	
Stacey L. Blackshear	
Allison Michelle Brown	
Trenton E. Bryant	
Myralda P. Cantu	
Elizabeth Cardenas	
Darlyn Marnell Lyne Cassity	
Jorge Elias Castilleja	
Leonard Matthew Castleberry	
Michael Bruce Chambers	
Jennifer Louree Christensen	
Lisa Anne Cirella	
Lawrence Curtis Cisneroz	
Melinda Kaye Clark	
Leah Marie Clary	
Mykel Blake Coleman	
Adrian J. Cortez	
Kyle Dwain Cottrell	
Casey Alan Coy	
Ron Louis Crawford	
Lauren Anne Czawlytko	
Helen Patricia Darlington	
Matthew Aaron Day	
Tiffany Angeline De La Rosa	
Kastelly De Leon	
Sheryl Lynne Dennehy	

Russell Allen Doege	
Chantel Renee Dolson	
Adam Louis Domingue	
Roberto Dominguez	
Tucker Laverne Donohoe	
Michael Harrison Drake	
Amanda Marie Driscoll	
Nicole Alyce Dunbar	
Michelle Anne Edwards	
Lance Edward Elizondo	
Samantha Dee Eubanks	
Eric Anthony Eugenis	
Mark Andrew Farley	
Nancy Sue Foster	
Ryan Christopher Fountain	
Tara LaRae Franco	
Stacy Ren’e Franklin	
Amy Kathryn Frey	
Terence Hogan Gahan	
Stacia Marie Gantos	
Anabell Garcia	
Lauren Carol Garcia	
Paula Kathryn Garcia	
Stacy Jean Garcia	
Anna Linda Garza	
Leticia Isabel Garza	
Cindy Lailson Gibson	
Kelsey Lopez Glover	
Beatrice Gonzalez	
Joshua Lee Gonzalez	
Ashlee L. Goree	
Kayla Kristine Gossett	
Michele Lea Graybill	
Rosa Isela Guajardo	
Sarah Jean Gunn	
Stephen Wade Haddox	
Jamie Christine Hargrave	
Jonathan Michael Harvell	
Jose J. Hernandez	
Mark Anthony Hernandez	
Patricia Ann Hernandez	
Victor Manuel Hernandez Jr.	



Andrea Hidalgo-Valdivia	
Danyel Denise Hightower	
Ellen Setliff Hodge	
Mary Elizabeth Hoffpauir	
Stevie Rae Hoskins	
Bria Lawral Houff	
Lauren Michelle Huff	
William Lee Hunter	
Dominick Rashad Ivory	
Kaley Welsh Jackson	
Jairo Ruben Jaime	
Kristi Leeanne James	
Leila K. Jamnik	
Derrick Janousek	
David W. Jeffrey	
Alecia A. Jenkins	
Brandi Jane Johnson	
Casey Aaron Jones	
Jennifer M. Jones	
Morgan Lindsay Jones	
Sparkle Lynn Jones	
Apphia Katina Jordan	
Jodee Fairchild Jordan	
Lisa Darlene Jordan	
Ryan Brent Jordan	
Karl Wayne Karvonen	
Shannon Orr Keller	
Christina Dianne Kennard	
Alexandra Lynn Ketterer	
Meredith Erin Kippes	
Helen Renee Knezek	
Chase A. Kruger	
Christopher D. Kuhl	
Rosalinda Lamas	
Erik Haiden Lane	
Jessica J. Lane	
Amanda Kay Langley	
Nolan Ryan Lanham	
Heather Linn Lara	
Alisha Ann Lawrence	
Cami L. Leal	
James Leal	

Brian Randell Lilly	
Brettne Renae Lindgren	
Kayla Leann Loll	
Patricia Nickens Lombardo	
Jessica Nicole Longoria	
Celia Amanda Pedrín Lopez	
Roxana Barnes Lovett	
Gerardo Loya	
Blair Kaufman Lumpkin	
Jamie Lynn Maples	
Lisa Denise Marburger	
Kelly Rhodes Marshall	
Brittany Lynn Martin	
Andreanna Escalante Martinez	
Brian Martinez	
Freddy Martinez	
Gabriela Alexandra Martinez	
Christine Slaughter Matula	
Matthew Hal McCullough	
Ashley Craig McCurdy	
Kamesha Cherrelle McNeil	
Tina Caballero Melendez	
Belen Mercado	
Katie Deigh Miller	
Mindy Leigh Miller	
Emperatriz Stephanie Milner	
Jessica Renee Mitchell	
Khristi Michelle Mize	
Kevin Cristopher Molander	
Amanda Montemayor	
Luz America Moore	
William T. Moore	
Natasha Chanta Kirkwood 

Moses	
Taryn Nashae Muncrief	
Candida Muro	
Demetruss A. Muse	
Lindsey Erin Muse	
Ruda Larae Nash	
Daniel Eric Nettles	
Felicia W. Neville	
Marty Manuel Newman	



Collin Eric Nicholas	
Kahlea Dennise Odom	
Claudia Mireya Olivo	
Ryan Erle Pabor	
Mayra Isela Padilla	
Rose Palazzolo-Thompson	
Sara Parriott	
Brooke Lea Ann Paulson	
Elizabeth Diane Paz	
Brenda K. Peak	
Lucas Hank Pendley	
Chiquita Ann Penney	
Gavin Jerall Peters	
Jennifer Broussard Peters	
Sachio Ikard Petit	
Connie Renee Pipkin	
Peter G. Pitrelli	
Pamela Kay Plagens	
Alyce Marie Quesenberry	
Marci Renee Radke	
Christina Anne Radoyevich	
Haily Alyse Rambo	
Christin Marie Reeves	
Armando Resendez	
Erendira Resendez	
Megan Marie Richard	
Tracy Lynn Rieger	
Nilda D. Rios	
Brittni Shay Rodriguez	
Gabriela Garza Rodriguez	
Jennifer Lively Rodriguez	
Lucio Alberto Rodriguez	
Mabeline Rodriguez	
Veronica Valle Rodriguez	
Grady Kyle Ruschhaupt	
Danielle Breonda Rusley	
Jacob Stuart Russ	
Carmen Saenz	
Hollie Dawn Sailors	
Kristin Erin Sajewski	
John David Salinas	
Iliana Sanchez	

Brittany Camille Sartor	
Amy Nicole Saye	
Sabrina Shay Schwertner	
Misti Kathrine Seay	
Kristi Lynn Seidel	
Dolores A. Serrano	
Mark Andrew Shifflett	
Tiffani V. Shirley	
Patricia K. Shoemaker	
Johnathan Paul Siefert	
Charlie Douglas Sizemore	
Lisa Michelle Barfield Smith	
Bryce Snyder	
Sadaf Snyder	
Carly Danielle Sperry	
Theresa Rider Stanley	
Hannah Marie Stinson	
Amanda Smith Stonesifer	
Gail Frances Suchanski	
Jay Douglas Swafford	
Angelica Villasenor Tamez	
Kerrie Vera Tarver	
Deana J. Terry	
Audra Marie Thibodeaux	
Taylor Renee Thibodeaux	
Carmen C. Thomas	
Megan Cortney Thomas	
Michael Dewayne Thomas	
Cassie Nicole Thomasson	
Thomas Jesse Torres	
Ranyel LaChelle Trent	
Jennifer Leigh Upshaw	
Ashley Ann Valdez	
Juliana Andrea Vargas	
Stephanie Eve Vasquez	
Raquel Villarreal	
Laura Villarreal Frausto	
Bianca Brionne Vinson	
Belinda F. Walker	
Lynsey Marie Wallman	
Leslie Ann Ward	
Angela Arroyos Warner	



Jacie Jo Welch	
Maggie Renea White	
Eric Scott Whitten	
Alexandria Dione Wilkerson	
Anthony David Williams	
Brittany Nicole Williams	
Daniel Terence Williams	
Leroneatra Rakel Williams	
Ashley Denise Wilson	
Kendra Cay Wolf	
Krystal Rae Woodley	
Christina Janette Worrell	
Amanda Gail Wright	
Racquel Young	
Laura Ann Zepeda	

Master of Education 
in Digital Learning and 
Leading	
Amy Lynn Atchison	
Kelli Denise Bailey	
Brittney Lanae Barlow	
Jennifer Lauren Beaver	
Robert Dalen Bracken	
Laura Cathleen Cole	
Vanessa Janelle Conatser	
Althea C. Green	
Osman Guneri
Karan Hall	
Ernesto Herrera-Franco	
Malika Humphries	
Shakira Jackson	
Kelly Elizabeth Joyce	
Travis Abraham Leech	
Michael C. Lutanno	
Rachel Christine Magruder	
Stephan P. Malick	
Tracy Suhy Pompei	
Rebecca Anne Recco	
Jordan Trevor Roberts	
Angela Marie Snyder	

Master of Education in 
Educational Technology 
Leadership	
Shelbye Lauren Almeida	
Michelle Altamirano	
Nkenge Tiphnie Berry-Owens
Deon Lasha Bursey	
Kristen Fuller Davis	
Lauren Thomas Enlow	
Michael Brent Hand	
Kristyna Elizabeth Landry	
Michael Anthony Maldonado	
Peter Michael Noonan	
Benjamin Pesqueda	
David Bart Pickett	
Cynthia Marie Portales	
Jason Michael Rios	
Srishti Saini	
Derek Thomas Skloss	
Misty April Spencer	
Barbara Ann Tijerina	
Vanessa Beatriz Vazquez	
Josue Luis Vega	
DeAndra Wilnette Waters	

Master of Science in Family 
and Consumer Sciences	
Sarita Renee Jones	

Master of Public Health	
Rhoshana Valarie Brown	
Nathalie Cardona Delgado	
Chelsi Elizabeth Kilcoyne	
Chassidy Janae Mayo	
Egondu Kelechi Mercy 

Ohamara	
Christina Dawana Simmons	

Master of Science in 
Kinesiology	
Keith Fallon	
Kelly Nicole George	



Dominic Joseph Gradozzi	
Matthew Scott Preston	
Ami Elizabeth Ray	
Connor Andrew Thomas	

Master of Education in 
Teacher Leadership	
Doraida Acevedo Ufret	
Emily Ann Augustine	
Jessica Miller Baas	
Jessica Erin Bashay	
Wendy Elizabeth Benefield	
Kimberly E. Bisson	
Francis Lorezca Bugarin
Sarah May Cairns	
Deena Joy Chesler	
Kerri Lynn Davis	
Cameron Lynise Dodson	
Carrie Kathleen Estrada
Lorina W. Ellison	
Catherine Cruz Gibson	
Catherine Yolanda Gray	
Jessica Anne Hall	
Ayliffe Renee Hansen	
Kallie Shae Hare	
Chera Leigh Harrison	
James Thomas Hatcher	
Patricia Ann Hernandez	
Lisa Nicole Hoelscher	
Isaac Ismet Ince	
Linda Ott Lang	
Meghann Lyn Latimer	
Tammy Lynn Melanson	
Debra Rae Mims	
Tina Marie Noble	
Uchechi Nwoke	
Ruth Ann Pruett	
Kristine Marie Romano	
Shafarion A. Romashyn	
Alexis Jo Scholten	
Brenda Joyce Schultz	
Meghan Elizabeth Scurria	

Rosemary Michele Warren	
Stephanie Brodd Woodman	
Krystal Nicole Woods	
Jacqueline Alicia Wright	
Shayla E. Yarbrough	
Nurcan Yasar	

Bachelor of Science in Family 
Studies	
Mackenzie Rae LeJeune	

Bachelor of Science 
in Fashion Retailing/
Merchandisng	
Amani Zeid El-Zereini	
Brea T. Jones	
Amy Nicole Leifeste	

Bachelor of Science in 
Nutrition, Dietetics, and 
Hospitality	
Keri Randle Banks	
Elissa Ann Bradberry	
Betty D’Ann Cochran	
Angelica Maria Figueroa	
Whitney Tamara Hayes	
Sabrina Lynn Jeanise	
Litesha Moneke Limbrick	
Kierra Janaye Roy-Gillam	
Donna Lynn Turner	
Cristina Teresa Villa	
Bethany Jean Vizena	
Danielle Marie Wiggins	

Bachelor of Science in 
Exercise Science and Fitness 
Management	
Nicole Uchechi Alozie	
Travis Drew Anderson*	
Jalin Bryce Barefield	
Courtney Angela Broussard	
Molly K. Crabtree	
Mollianne Jordan Eckart	*



John Wesley Gaines V	
Shantel Denea Gay	
Caleb O’Neil Hobbs	
Tyler Ray Lejeune	
Kayla Renee Lozano	
Sinclair De’Orie Mauldin	
Stefanos Leo Panayiotou	
Amanda Beth Parsons	
Olivia Marie Reyes	
Taylor R. Reynolds	
Breanna Charnè Richards	
Zachery Taylor Roberts	
Victoria Rocha	
Ashton Monique Thomas	
Samantha Lee Townsend	
Phillip T. Wong	
Jaycie Lyn Young	

Bachelor of Science in 
Health	
Christian Raveon Bobb	
Bria Gervette Devault	
Selimotu Mayowa Kukoyi	
Camery Rachelle Martin	
Tony Kelechi Paschal	
Bryanna M. Robinson	

Bachelor of Science in 
Kinesiology	
Cameron Edson Coulter	
Stephanie Danielle Jones	
Dyanna Michele Stricklan	

Bachelor of Science in 
Interdisciplinary Studies	
Katy Lauren Bailey	
Kari Allyson Clay	
Suzanna Flores	
Karli Rae Flurry	
Olivia Grace Fowler	
Shelby Taylor Garbee	
Autumn Emily Harris	
Sade Geriece Henton	

Meagan Michelle Lovell	
Ciara Jade Luna	
Callie Danielle Macon	
Kami Brooke Noel	
Alexandrea Renee Phillips	
Taylor Denise Pryor	
Cailin Brice Pustka	
Samantha AnnMarie Reichardt	
Shelbi Nichole Smith	
Austin Alexander Spear	
Undrea Nychole Thompson	
Aerial Kay Vickers	
Seth Allen Villafano	
Emily Margaret Young	
Grasia Mari Zepeda

*Reaud Honors College Graduate



Doctoral Dissertations

Aykac, Salih – Influence of Parental Involvement on Students’ Success in Title I 
Charter Schools in Texas as Perceived by Middle School Principals – Clementine 
Msengi, Dissertation Chair

Barroso, Lazaro – How Graduating Seniors From One Dual Credit Program 
Connect to the College of their Choice Through the College Recruitment Process: 
A Phenomenological Study – Sandra L. Harris, Dissertation Chair

Chaplin, Tylor J. – Springboard 21’s Perceived Influence Toward Persistence 
to Collaborative Practice: An Australian Multi-Case Study – Diane Mason, 
Dissertation Chair

Donaghey, Kady – High School Career and Technology Education: An Exploration 
of College Readiness and Career Skills in a Post-Secondary Setting – Diane 
Mason, Dissertation Chair

Frank, Anita Tyler – A Phenomenological Study of Teacher Perspectives on 
Implementing a Growth Mindset with English Language Learners – Sandra L. 
Harris, Dissertation Chair

Gentry, Danny – A Phenomenological Study of the Influence of Mentoring on the 
Acquisition of Transformational Leadership Skills by Successful Title I Elementary 
Principals – Sandra L. Harris, Dissertation Chair

Grogan, Kelly – A Content Analysis of Teaching and Learning in a 1:1 K-12 Tablet 
Environment as Evidenced by Student Achievement and Pedagogy – Kaye 
Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Halliburton, Jamie – The Units of Study for Teaching Writing: A Program 
Evaluation – Krystal Hinerman, Dissertation Chair

Harris, Rickie R. – Exploration of Best Practices in RTI Interventions as Perceived 
by Master Elementary Teachers in a Highly African-American School District in 
North Texas – Johnny O’Connor, Dissertation Chair

Hawthorn, Sheri L. – Exploring the Benefits of Digital Learning Opportunities in 
the Elementary Classroom to Support Intervention, Challenge, and Personalized 
Instruction – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Kraft, Nicole L. – Academic Use of Mobile Technology by Student Athletes at a 
Large Division I Midwestern University: A Grounded Theory Study – Diane Mason, 
Dissertation Chair

Lewis, Kristi Dené – A Phenomenological Study of Caucasian Teachers’ 
Perceptions of Culturally Competent Strategies That Contribute to the Success of 
African-American Students – Tilisa Thibodeaux, Dissertation Chair

Maxwell, Nathan W. – A Phenomenological Study of Veteran Teachers’ 
Perceptions of the Texas Teacher Evaluation and Support System – Clementine 
Msengi, Dissertation Chair

Miller, Elizabeth – The Effects of a Summer Literacy Program on Mitigating 
Summer Reading Loss in Elementary Students – Johnny O’Connor, Dissertation 
Chair



Mohan, Nicky – Leaders’ Perceptions of the Influence of SB21 on Systemic 
Decision-Making and Persistence in Becoming Learning Organizations – Diane 
Mason, Dissertation Chair

Moore, Jr., John C. – A Phenomenological Narrative Study of Selected Texas 
Superintendent Perceptions as to Why Recent School Bond Elections Were 
Successful in Their School Districts – Robert Nicks, Dissertation Chair

Mulvaney, Bernard – A Phenomenological Study of Marzano’s 21 Leadership 
Responsibilities Practiced by Title I High School Principals in Southeast Texas with 
High Student Achievement – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Nelson, Gregory C. – Effective Strategies and Practices Implemented at One 
Texas Avid National Demonstration School Utilizing the Avid College Readiness 
System Schoolwide – Brett Welch, Dissertation Chair

Padovan, Federico N. – Technology and Classroom Environment: Fostering the 
Skills to Prepare PK-12 Students for Future Jobs – Cindy Cummings, Dissertation 
Chair

Reed, Julene S. – Integration of Mobile Learning in Malawi: Teacher Perceptions 
of Preparation, Training, and Leadership Support – Diane Mason, Dissertation 
Chair

Seastrunk, Erica – Teachers’ Perceptions of the Importance of Phonics Instruction 
to Produce Proficient Readers – Brett Welch, Dissertation Chair

Smith, Joshua L. – A Phenomenological Case Study of Factors Contributing to 
Top Ten Percent Academic Achievement in One Rural Texas High School with 
at Least Seventy Percent Low Socioeconomic Population – Sandra L. Harris, 
Dissertation Chair

Smith, Susan Annette – Paving the Path to Reading Success: Phonological 
Awareness In Pre-Kindergarten – Sandra L. Harris, Dissertation Chair

Sorrell, Jerry – The Educational Neuroscience Awareness of Secondary Public 
School Teachers in North Texas – Johnny O’Connor, Dissertation Chair

Talbert, Patrick – A Single Instrumental Case Study of At-Risk Students’ Dual 
Credit Participation and Success – Johnny O’Connor, Dissertation Chair

Ucuz, Derya – Factors Influencing International Doctoral Students’ Postgraduate 
Career Placement Selection – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Villanueva, Gustavo – Attributes of Academically Resilient, Economically 
Disadvantaged Students – Sandra L. Harris, Dissertation Chair

Waldron, Joseph E. – Teacher Perceptions of Infringement on the General 
Education Students’ Rights in an Inclusive Elementary Classroom: A 
Phenomenological Study – Clementine Msengi, Dissertation Chair



Alpha Lambda Delta
Freshman Honors

Red, White and Gold 
Triple Cord

Beta XI chapter of Phi Beta 
Delta 

International Student Honors
Gold Medallion with Red and 

Yellow Ribbon

Kappa Delta Pi
International Honor Society

in Education
Purple and Green Cord

Kappa Omicron Nu
Family and Consumer Sciences 

Honor Society
Burgundy and White Cord

LU Ambassadors
Student Ambassadors

Red and Gold Double Cord

LU Honors
Latin Honors

Red and White Double Cord

LU Veterans
US Military Veteran

Red, White and Blue 
Double Cord

Order of Omega
Greek Honors

Gold Stole with Logo, Gold and 
Ivory Cord

Phi Beta Delta
International Honor Society

Gold Medallion with Red and 
Gold Ribbon

Phi Eta Sigma
Freshman Honors

Black and Gold Double Cord

Phi Kappa Phi
Junior/Senior Honor Society
Yellow Stole with Insignia on 

White Background, White 
Medallion with a Blue Ribbon 

and Blue Cord

Honors

An Honor Graduate must have completed 60 hours at Lamar University 
for a 4-year degree. A student with a GPA of 3.5 or higher on all LU 

undergraduate work will be awarded honors. Cum laude is 3.5 to 3.64, 
magna cum laude is 3.65 to 3.79 and summa cum laude is 3.8 to 4.0.



Reaud Honors College
Graduate who has completed 

at least one high impact 
educational practice and 23 hour 

hours of honors coursework, 
including an honors thesis, or 26 
hours with  eight hours of upper-
level credits while maintaining a 
3.4 GPA.  Bronze medallion with 

Red and White Ribbon

Ronald E. McNair Scholar
First generation, low income, 

and underrepresented graduate 
who has completed graduate-

level research internship, 
including undergraduate thesis 

and research defense.
NASA Blue Stole with Lettering, 
Lamp of Knowledge Medallion 

with Red, White, and Blue 

Ribbon
Smith-Hutson Scholar

Smith-Hutson Scholarship 
Recipient

Black Stole with Red Trim

Student Advisory Council to 
the Dean

Black Stole with Education Crest



The Academic Regalia

In its essential features, the academic regalia worn at American college 
exercises had its beginning in the Middle Ages. The oldest universities 
in Northern Europe grew out of church schools, and both faculty and 
students were regarded as part of the clergy. Hence, as their regular 
costume, they wore clerical garb borrowed largely from the monastic 
dress of their day.

The academic gown and hood were first regularly adopted by the 
University of Cambridge in 1284 and by the University of Oxford a 
little later. The custom transplanted to this country in Colonial times 
by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. In 1895, 
American universities and colleges decided to standardize their 
academic styles and developed the intercollegiate code of academic 
costume. The style follows in the vein of the Cambridge tradition. The 
distinctive caps, gowns and hoods worn at present-day college and 
university functions denote the institution that granted the degree, the 
field of learning in which the degree was earned and the level of the 
degree – bachelor, master or doctorate.

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters and silk for doctors). Bachelor’s gowns 
have pointed sleeves and master’s have long pouch-like sleeves, which 
reputedly were once used to carry books. Doctor’s gowns are faced 
with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across 
each sleeve.

The hood, worn around the neck so as to hang down the back, is the 
principal emblem of the nature and source of the degree held. The 
colors in the hood lining are the colors of the school conferring the 
degree. The color of the border indicates the scholarly field of the 
wearer. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities, but a 
round, short, flat velvet hat in British, Canadian and some European 
universities, bears a tassel which may be black, or it may be colored 



according to the scholarly field of the wearer. Only the doctors’ cap 
may be of velvet.

The degree colors are used for the edging of all hoods and may be 
used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of doctors’ gowns and 
tassels on bachelors’ and masters’ caps. This includes: Arts and Letters 
– White, Commerce – Drab, Education – Light Blue, Engineering 
– Orange, Fine Arts – Brown, Humanities – Crimson, Law – Purple, 
Library Science – Lemon, Medicine – Green, Music – Pink, Pharmacy 
– Olive, Philosophy (Ph.D.) – Dark Blue, Physical Education – Sage 
Green, Science – Golden Yellow and Theology – Scarlet. 

University Mace

Originally a medieval weapon and later carried by Sergeants at Arms 
guarding kings and high church officials, the mace has gradually 
assumed a purely ceremonial character symbolizing authority. As 
used in formal academic processions, the mace derives from the early 
university history. The Lamar University mace is traditional in design. 
The mahogany shaft is crowned by a head on which are mounted four 
representations of the university seal. The president of the Faculty 
Senate, who leads the academic procession, carries the mace in 
today’s ceremony.

Academic Gonfalons

Gonfalons, banners that are designed to hang from a crossbar, have 
historical roots dating back to the 12th century when they served as 
the official emblems to represent the various districts of Florence, Italy. 
In more recent times, gonfalons have been adopted by academia to 
serve as symbols to represent each college within a university. Each 
college has their own representative banner with the dean from the 
respective college carrying the gonfalon in the academic processional.



Special appreciation is extended to volunteers for serving 
as ushers for today’s commencement ceremony.

This program is not an official graduation list. This printed program lists students 
who are eligible to graduate pending the outcome of final examinations and final 
grades. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree 
status. The student’s permanent academic record is kept by the Records Department, 
P.O. Box 10010, Beaumont, Texas 77710. Students, faculty and staff members are 
selected without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, age, disability or national 
origin, consistent with the Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964; Executive Order 11246 as issued and amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Lamar University is dedicated to student 
success by engaging and empowering 

students with the skills and knowledge 
to thrive in their personal lives and 

chosen fields of endeavor. As a doctoral 
granting institution, Lamar University is 

internationally recognized for its high 
quality academics, innovative curriculum, 
diverse student population, accessibility, 

student success, and leading-edge 
scholarly activities contributing 

to transforming the communities of 
Southeast Texas and beyond.


