
College of Arts & Sciences



Board of Regents
Rossanna Salazar, Chairman		  Austin
William F. Scott, Vice Chairman	 Nederland
Charlie Amato				    San Antonio
Veronica Muzquiz Edwards				    San Antonio
Jaime R. Garza		  San Antonio
David Montagne			  Beaumont
Vernon Reaser III			  Houston
Alan L. Tinsley				    Madisonville
Donna N. Williams			   Arlington
Kaitlyn Tyra, Student Regent	 Huntsville

Brian McCall, Ph.D., Chancellor

University Administration
Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.			   President
James Marquart, Ph.D.	 Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Joe Nordgren, Ph.D.		  Acting Associate Provost for Academic Affairs 
Brenda S. Nichols, D.N.Sc.	 Vice Provost for Digital Learning
E. Craig Ness, M.B.A.        	        Vice President for Finance and Operations
John Bello-Ogunu, Sr., Ph.D.	 Vice President for Diversity, Inclusion,

and Intercultural Affairs
Priscilla Parsons, M.B.A.         	        Vice President for Information Technology
Vicki McNeil, Ed.D.	 Vice President for Student Engagement
Juan Zabala, M.B.A.	 Vice President for University Advancement
Marco Born, M.S.� Athletics Director

Academic Deans
William E. Harn, Ph.D.			   Dean of Graduate Studies
Paul Bernazzani, Ph.D.		  Acting Dean of Arts and Sciences
Enrique “Henry” Venta, Ph.D.		  Dean of Business
Robert Spina, Ph.D., FACSM   	 Dean of Education and Human Development
Srinivas Palanki, Ph.D.			   Dean of Engineering
Derina Holtzhausen, Ph.D.	 Dean of Fine Arts and Communication
Kevin Dodson, Ph.D.		  Dean of Reaud Honors College
Sarah Tusa, M.A., M.L.I.S.		 Acting Director of Library Services



Greetings and Congratulations!

On behalf of the Lamar University faculty and 
staff, I am pleased to welcome you to the 
College of Arts and Sciences commencement 
ceremony. Together, we are celebrating your 
accomplishments and dedication, and the 
family and friends that made this milestone 
attainable by offering their support throughout 
your journey. 

Lamar University, and the College of Arts and 
Sciences, provide a superior education based 
on our enthusiastic and experienced faculty, 
leading to the development of marketable 

skills that allow our graduates to integrate the community, not only as a 
workforce, but as team leaders that will help shape the society of tomorrow. 
As a graduate, you are now part of an outstanding group of individuals 
interconnected through your experience at Lamar University and part of a 
large network of alumni that strive to give back to the community. 

Commencement represents a new beginning, not an end. We encourage you 
to continue to learn, to grow both professionally and personally, and to act as 
role models for the generations coming after you. 

Thank you for joining us today. We are proud of you. We have great 
expectations of you, and hope you will continue to grow and be part of the 
Cardinal network. Please keep in touch. 

Very best wishes in your future endeavors,

Paul Bernazzani, Ph. D.
Acting Dean and Professor of Chemistry

Message from the Dean



Ceremony Program

Musical Prelude		  Lamar University Commencement	
				    Brass Ensemble
				    Andrew McMahan, D.M.A.
				    Director of Bands

Academic Processional*	 Jennifer Daniel, Ph.D.				 
				    Associate Professor of Mathematics
				     
				    	
Crown Imperial           	 Lamar University Commencement	
Walton				   Brass Ensemble

The National Anthem*	 Debrah Greschner, M.M.
The Star Spangled Banner 	 Instructor, Department of Music
Francis Scott Key		

Welcome/Introductions	 Paul Bernazzani, Ph.D.			 
				    Interim Dean

Commencement Address	 James Bell
	 Program Manager, 
	 United Launch Alliance

Student Commencement	 Lauren Konjoyan
Address			   Biology Major
				  
Certification of Graduates	 Paul Bernazzani, Ph.D.

Conferring of Degrees	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.
	 President

Presentation of Graduating 	 Paul Bernazzani, Ph.D.
Class



Announcement of 		  Catalina Castillon, Ph.D.
Graduates			   Associate Professor of English
				    and Modern Languages

				    Jesse Doiron, M.A.
				    Instructor of English
				    and Modern Languages		
	
Concluding Remarks		  Paul Bernazzani, Ph.D.
and Awards

Lamar University		  Debrah Greschner, M.M.
Alma Mater*
G. Rhodes Smartt
                     	
Lamar to thee we’re singing	 We will ever need thee     
Voices raised on high.          	 As our guiding star.     	        
We will forever love thee      	 To us you’ll always be	
Laud thee to the sky.		  Our glorious Lamar.
                              	                                                                                                   
Academic Recessional*	 Jennifer Daniel, Ph.D.  

Please join us for an informal reception, located upstairs in the concourse area of 
the Montagne Center, following the ceremony.

*Audience please stand.

To maintain the dignity of the program, guests are requested to refrain from 
unnecessary noises (air horns, etc.) and movement during the ceremony.



Paul Bernazzani, Associate 
Acting Dean

Terri Davis, Ph.D., 
Interim Assistant Dean

Biology
Randall Terry, Interim Chair
Ana Christensen
Ashwini Kuchnor

Chemistry/Biochemistry
Xiangyang Lei, Chair
Perumalreddy
    Chandrasekaran
Ozege Gunaydin-Sen
T. Thuy Minh Nguyen
Maxim Soukhodolets
 
Computer Science
Stefan Andrei, Chair
Michael Beard
Peggy Doerschuk
Xingya Liu
Tim Roden

Earth/Space Sciences
Jim Jordan, Chair
Joseph Kruger
Jim Westgate

English/Modern Languages
Jim Sanderson, Chair
Adrienne Blackwell-Starnes
Catalina, Castillón
Jesse Doiron
Sara Hillin
Katherine Hoerth

Sharon Joffe
Michael Mathis
Amy Smith
Gretchen Johnson
Melissa Hudler

History
Mary Scheer, Chair
Jimmy Bryan
Miguel Chavez
Tina Kibbe
Gwinyai Musorewa

Liberal Arts
Julie Alford, Director

Applied Arts and Sciences
Theresa Edgerton

General Studies
Rachel Klauss
Emilee Procella

Mathematics
Jeremy Alm, Chair
Jennifer Daniel
Jasdeep Pannu
Jose’ Vega-Guzman

JoAnne Gay Dishman 
Nursing
Cindy Stinson, Interim Chair
Mary Ford
Iva Hall
Rose Harding
Stacey Knight
Nancye McAfee

Troy Palmer
Keili Peterman
JT Seaman

Physics
Philip Cole, Chair
Cristian Bahrim
James Drachenberg
Cengiz Sen

Political Science
Terri Davis, Chair
Sara Gubala
Craig Tahaney 
James P. Nelson
Brian Williams

Psychology
Edythe Kirk, Chair
Elizabeth Aronson
Eli Barclay
Raymond Doe
Martha Rinker
Jefferson Scheidemandel
Jeremy Shelton

Criminal Justice/Sociology/
Social Work
Stuart Wright, Chair
Mark Broome
Ahmet Guler
Ginder Gummelt
Karen Roebuck
Robert Worley
Lori Wright

College of Arts and Sciences Faculty

Office of the Registrar
David Short Jr., Registrar

Barbara Price, Assistant Registrar
Natasha Walker, Assistant Registrar
Commencement Committee

Summer Rather, Director of Records & Registration
Mildred Piert, Graduation Coordinator
Siaa Taylor, Graduation Coordinator

Elizabeth Aronson
Eli Barclay

Ana Christensen
Raymond Doe

Bianca Easterly
Sara Gubala 

Ozege Gunaydin-Sen
Martha Rinker

Craig Tahaney 
Brian Williams
Robert Worley

Faculty Marshals



James Bell is a retired Program Manager at United 
Launch Alliance (ULA), headquartered in Denver, 
Colorado.  ULA, a 50-50 joint venture between 
Lockheed Martin Corporation and The Boeing 
Company, is the nation’s most experienced and 
reliable launch service provider.  ULA designs, 
manufactures, integrates, and launches Atlas 
and Delta launch vehicles that have successfully 
delivered to orbit more than 120 satellites that 
aid meteorologists in tracking severe weather, 
unlock the mysteries of our solar system, provide 
critical capabilities for troops in the field and 
enable personal device-based GPS navigation.  

Launch service customers include the Department of Defense, NASA, the 
National Reconnaissance Office, the United States Air Force, and commercial 
organizations.

In his last position before retirement, Mr. Bell was ULA’s Program Manager 
that led a team responsible for mission integration, mission management and 
launch services for cargo resupply missions to the International Space Station.  
Prior to this role, Mr. Bell progressed through several positions of increasing 
responsibility including Integration Manager, Mission Manager and Program 
Manager for a variety United States Air Force and National Reconnaissance 
Office missions.  He also held the position of Program Operations Manager 
for Atlas Launch Operations at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida 
and Vandenberg Air Force Base in California.

Mr. Bell is a native of Port Arthur, Texas and a graduate of Lamar University where 
he earned an Associate of Applied Science degree in drafting technology in 
1977 and a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering in 1984.  
He and his wife Jenny, a graduate of Colorado State University, reside in the 
Denver suburb of Highlands Ranch, Colorado.  In addition to tackling projects 
around their home and caring for their dog and two cats, the Bell’s enjoy 
fitness training, swimming, biking, and golf at a variety of scenic courses in 
and around the Mile High City.

Commencement Speaker



Lauren Konjoyan was born and raised in 
Nederland, Texas where she graduated from 
Nederland High School in 2014. At Lamar 
University, Ms. Konjoyan, is a member of the 
Phi-Kappa-Phi Honor Society, the TriBeta Honor 
Society, and the American Medical Student 
Association (AMSA). She has received multiple 
academic awards from Lamar University for 
maintaining a cumulative 4.0 GPA. Throughout 
her college career, she has been employed at 
Keely Jardell’s School of dance, where she is a 
choreographer and teacher. She will graduate 
with a BS degree in biology with a minor in 

chemistry. Following graduation she plans to obtain a job as a laboratory 
technician or return to Lamar University to pursue a masters in biology before 
attending medical school. 

Student Commencement Speaker



Master of Science in Biology
Fatema Abbasi
Dung Thi Jennifer Dang
Jason Harvey Janeaux

Master of Science in 
Chemistry
Oromidayo Peter Afolabi
Manish Dnyaneshwar Baviskar
Md Sahadat Hossen
Deepthi Kurapati
Troy Paul Selby-Karney
Manisha Shrestha
Thi Kim Tran Tran

Master of Science in 
Computer Science
Nirav Harishchandra Arora
Tarun Kumar Baireddy
Suman Basyal
Saibabu Veera Venkata Satya 

Bollineni
Avijoy Chakma
Nutt Chokwittaya
Sourangshu Das
Saral Dubey
Sanket Govind Gajera
Bishal Kumar Gautam
Dolma Gurung
Ravi Teja Gutta
Kaushik Kasaju
Denish Kayastha
Khalid Khan
Akash Mainali
Sai Gavaskar Sakalam
Sulav Shakya
Nabin Sharma Rijal
Abhisek Shrestha
Shreejan Shrestha
Abhishek Singh

Master of Arts in English
Shelly Renee Dawson
Brittany Malachi Lawrence
Katherine Anne Waterbury

Master of Arts in Teaching 
Spanish as a Foreign 
Language
Jovann Silva Delgado

Master of Science in 
Mathematics
Mithun Kumar Acharjee
Shangyi Bi
Tyler Prescott Evans
Success Chijioke Iheagwam

Master of Science in Nursing
Alexandra Leigh Brittain
Cherlyn Logan Duncan
Blenda Kay Gregorio
Stacy Nicole Jacobs
Almera Pasasadaba
Dora Elia Passmore
Kakelly Stawarski

Master of Public 
Administration
Maegan Bradlee Taft Collins

Master of Science in Criminal 
Justice
Raul Arelis Jr.
Deneil Christian
Ivan I. Cortez
Dhonte Lamond Ferguson
Javier Gonzalez
Katina Yevette Gordon
Ashly Marie Kinard
James Samuel Moore
James P. O’Burke



Felise Louise Otabor
David L. Palmer
Stephen Keith Parker
Vaneesha Ariel Pruitt
Christopher Andrew Ramos
Heather Lee Rigby
Janai Nicole Sanders
Tiffany Nichole Sanders
Victoria Denise Watkins
Brittany Ann Wood

Bachelor of Science in 
Biology and Chemistry
Hostin Madison May

Bachelor of Science in 
Biology
Rachael Hayley Key Bentley
Ashlyn Leigh Berwick
Bailey Dianne Brevell*
Joy Marie Collins
Diana Sue Dorn
Andrew James Glover
Omar Angel Gonzalez
Kayla Elizabeth Kahl
Arjisna M. Karediya
Lauren Ashley Konjoyan
Judy Lang
Joseline Alejandra Mendoza
Van Hong Nguyen
Reba Leighan Peavy
Michael Je’Len Shepherd
Alexander Drew Sholl*
Paul Adam Simpson
Stephen Austin Stewart
Tayla Marissa Thibodeaux
London Anayo Umejiaku
Allie Michelle Valentine
Carlo Vanz
Kimberly Paige Williams

Bachelor of Arts in 
Biochemistry
Nicolas Angelo Parker
Gina Argira Whitten

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry
Kolby Elaine Braquet
Cristian Diaz

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science
William Bryce Angell
Randy Lee Brown
George Bryan Currie
Jose Nicolas Farro Ahumada
April Dawn Gray*
Cory Alexander Moulder
Judah A. Roden
Christopher W. York*

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer and Information 
Science
Allen Troy Chambers
John Tolbert Ellis*
Jason Lee McDonald

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Science
Ryan Alexander Donina
Vincent Chima Duruzor
Heather Dawn Low
Joseph Patrick Lynn III
Brielle Alyce McIntire
Jeffery Paul Moore
Ricardo James Saldaña Jr.
Cecilia Ann Swiere



Bachelor of Science in 
Geology
James Roberts Fairchild
Donte Paul Green
David Allen McInnis

Bachelor of Science in Earth 
Science
Julia Marie Zidan

Bachelor of Arts in English
Kaitlin M. Alfred
Ramie Jenee Dalton
Blake-Leigh Marie Dockens
Tori Melyssa Smith
Ashley Erica Thibodeaux

Bachelor of Arts in Modern 
Languages
Briseida Gutierrez
Alexander Daniels Neiford
Gregory Dillon Nicholson*

Bachelor of Arts in History
Colby James Almendarez
Taylor Leigh Blount
Brandon Kyle Boullion
Shyann Michelle Caudel
Lakeisha Zhane Fontenot
Jacob Paul Melancon
Karli Madison Pittman
Emily Brooke Smith
Nathan John Vaughn
Suzanne Gayle Williamson

Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences 
Elizabeth Diane Adams
Charles G. Amadi
Jennifer Zerbe Andrews
Evelyn Ruby Avila

Kristina Denee Baker
Breanne Jessica Bell
Kelly Thomas Bernal
Nancy Elizabeth Blanchard
Danielle Nicole Bozeman
Danyah Kay Bray
Elijah Joseph Brewer
Daryl William Broussard
Bryan Shay Brown
Ashley Michelle Bunner
Maria Guadalupe Cano
Omar Carranza
Briaunna Simone Cole
Cindy Lyn Colichia
Ashely Deshay Cration
Trenton C. Crow
Charles Edward Davis Jr.
Jennifer Lynn Duke
Sherry Lynette Dunlap
Morgan Moore Dunn
Angela Shae Dunnahoe
Zachary Michael Ehlers
Catalina L. Escamilla
Meagan R. Estepp
Jonathan Justin Flanagan
Roberto Cruz Flores Jr.
Livia Gomes Formaggini
Coti Lynn Freeman
Julia J. Friedel
Victoria Joie Frost
Kary Suzanne Garnica
Gwendolyn R. Gibson
Justin Michael Gonda
Daisy Consuelo Gonzalez
Debra Ann Greene
Jose Erik Guadarrama
Meaghan Taylor Hall
Teresa A. Harbin
Jaclean Yvette Harris
Heather Louise Harrison



Patty Diane Houston
Tanya Justine Howard
Steven Luis Ibarra
Alexandra Johnson
Khalilah Jones
Tyson David Knopp
Lacey Lynn Larson
Madison Kate Lemoine
Kimberly Lashoun Lucas
Elivorio Zamora Luna Jr.
Claire Lyles
Stephanie Lee Marza-Hebert
Trina Dawn Matthews
Marvin Ray Matysek
LaJonda Kaye McCoy
Matthew Robert McCurry
Amy Marie Midkiff
Layne Garrett Miguez
Trevor Barclay Morgan
Jaleeca Reshae’ Morris
Kelly Jeanne Peterson
Stephen Evan Pettye
Tyler Reece Powell
Julie Michelle Prejean
Michael David Presley
Kelli Nicole Reddix
Amber Rachelle Reynolds
Yaritza Rodriguez
Brianna Michelle Sanders
Heather Sha Na Schneider
Marisela Shamsid-Deen
Shawn Durell Sheridan
Jocelyn Lozano Sipps
Amy Marie Smith
Angela Jean Smith
Vesta Marie Thompson
Isidra G. Tovar
MacKenzie Lee Trawhon
Mauricio Alfredo Villa
Eric Davon Walker

Krystal Renee Walker
Jessica Ann Wilkes
Brendon Edward Winkler
Beth Anne Wright
Victoria Marie Wright
Barrett Lee Young

Bachelor of General Studies 
Rashad Naim Abdul-Jabbar
Mitchell William Andrews
Shaniqua Danyell Barnes
Jaylon Tarod Bowden
Cydney LeeAnn Boyd
Randi René Bruce
Alyse Hanks Burman
Le’Trey Antwione Burton
Hillary Paige Butler
Stephanie Dawn Cammack
Larry Jorckeam Carroll
Kayci Lynette Clark
Adrienne Elysse Collins
Krystal Marie Coronado
Olivia Gayle Davis
Robin Starr Dickerson
Jeffrey James Dugan Jr.
Shelli Renee’ Dutta
Nicki Lynn Estep
Madison Kay Franklin
Sherry Leigh Gauthier
Kelly Lee Graebner
Presleigh Paige Green
Kandice Nicole Harbert
Laura Michelle Hester
Barry Wayne Hughey
Deirdre Elyse Hundemer
Donovon Jamal Jackson
Kristen Mae Janecka
Princess La’Shawn Johnson
Muriah Marie Joseph
Tanner Cole Kanteman



Amanda Grace Kelly-Powe
Lisa Lambert Klesel
Leah Marie Lawler
Michael B. Leal
Earl C. Luckett
Stephanie Aura Leoniek Marchena
Dunstan Trent Marsh
Samuell Sha’Mund Martin
DeA’ngela Janai Mathis
Taylor Lindsey-Lee Mayfield
Angel Marie Miles
Lorri Michele Miller
Torey Jamal Noel
Christina Antoinette Perez
Patricia Jackson Phillips
Brittney Jean Redd
Jaci Oliver Romero
Haley Maes Shelton
Kelly B. Shoppach
Andrew Lawrence Smith
Sequoia De’Anne Smith
Dominique B. Taylor
Corina Ann Thornton
Morgan Leigh-Anne Watts
Colton Alexander Weisbrod
Jennifer Renee Wendeburg
Wes Andrew Williams
Kelvin Rashad Young

Bachelor of Arts in 
Mathematics and History
Bryce Andrew Barrett

Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics
Destiny Faith Allain
Progga Chirontoni
Joanna M. Marquis
Amiee Nguyen
Brittney Anne Pate

Ryan Thomas Patrick
Aaron Michael Phillips
Emily Erin St. John
Suzanne Starr Wheeler
Bradley Derek Worthy

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing
Uzoaku Ndidi Akaelu
Lydia Ann Alcala-Garcia
Shrona Genelle Alpough
Chioma Cynthia Anyanwu
Corrinne Robin Ball
Erica Denise Ballard
Jerika Dawnn Barzar
Kelsey Beard
Lisa Lovetta Beloney
Alexandra Gabrielle Beltejar
Hunter Allen Bergeron
Stephanie Nicole Bertrand
Justin Kyle Bobo
Aceisha Nichelle Bowman
Kacey Lynn Brock
Brittany Shakay Brown
Cole Joseph Brown
Taylor Kathryn Brownlie
Kizzy Nachelle Burl
Lauren Ashley Busbee
Illiana Calderon
Crystal Latrice Calhoun
Aria Earline Camargo
Seemin Charania
Jo A. Clark
Destin Ranae Corley
Victoria Hope Cornell
Jordan Ruth Courtright
Taylor Michelle Davis
Lorena De Leon
Geryne Kate Fajardo De Torres
Karen Lizahira Diaz



Kimberleigh Ginail Dixon
Ryan Edward Donovan
Sylvia A. Duhon
Destoni Janine Dunn
Francescea Harris Durham
Clay Stephen Edwards
Jonna Vhil Bueno Egina
Makayla Nicole Emmons
Destiny Ann Ewing
Cara Anna Galloway
Jessica Nicole Garcia
Sally Ann Garcia
Haley Elizabeth Gerald
Eric Atlas Godeaux
Davina Uchechi Godfrey
Alfonso Gonzalez
Ross Ivan Gray
Sarah Louise Olson Halter
Susan Christina Hapke
Kathleen Marie Sookim Hayes
Jaimee D. Hayward
Justina Ikimi
Tiffany W. Hammon Ireland
Lucas Alan Isenhower
Emily Nicole James
Pamela Jobe
Madelyn Laura Johnson
Kyndal Madison Jones
Justine Danielle Jordan
Rodaria Deshanae’ Joyner
Karen Elizabeth Kahla
Charles Brandon Kinard
Teresa Nichole Kinkopf
Alexander Chase Kolar
Stephanie Lagana
Breelee Doris Spencer Leblanc
Aaron Jacob Lemelle
Eduardo Lopez
Faiza Sultanali Maredia
Taylor Lyllian Martin

Tanagela Patrice Mazyck
Britton Alyse Melancon
Brenna Alyse Merrill
Brian Anthony Miller
Farhana alam Mina
Desiree Michelle Miranda
Glenda Lynne Moate
Nissa L. Morton
Brandi Nicole Mullen
Rachel Mary Murphy
Chelsey Kaye Musick
Thu Nguyen
Toreia Nolen
Quinie Antoniete Norbert
Anuoluwa Ogunlere
Emmanuel O. Omoruyi
Apollo E. Peoples
Taylor Rae Poplaski
Brittany Jean Powell
Kristen Yolanda Puente
Kelci N. Rainey
Marie Antoinette Reeves
Janice Leigh Riggins
Michele Ashley Rigsby
Kamri Nikole Robinson
Jennifer Michelle Rocha
Jessica Lynn Root
Reshell Winter Ross
Idaly Ruiz
Kerri Christine Sabo
Chambree Taylor Smith
Mayajean Edem Smith
Kelli Grace Stark
Heather Ann Stephens
Stephanie Nicole Swayngim
Chelsea Nicole Thibodeaux
Sereena Salomi Thomas
Jalyn Nicole Thorn
Autumn Brooke Thrasher
Karissa Lynette Times



Alexandria Natalia Toledo*
Pauline Diem Thi Tran
Ashley M. VanHaverbeke
Rita Yvette Vargas
Crystal Alejandra Venegas
Miriam Marie Weathersby
Charles Monroe White
Coyth Michaela Whitney
Chelsea Ann Williford
Ashley Dawn Wolf
Shelby Allen Yarbrough
Jennifer Tenille Young
Kaley Alexis Young
Lea Nicole Zarsky
Courtney Marie Zawatski

Bachelor of Science in Physics 
and Mathematics
Daniel Adney Dove
Nicolas Nikoloutsos*
Christopher W. York*

Bachelor of Science in Physics
Logan Ryan Averett
Carlos A. Caballero Coneo*
Benjamin Edwin O’Fiel
Aaron Michael Phillips
Suzanne Starr Wheeler

Bachelor of Science in 
Political Science
Brooke Ashely Chilla
Michael Isaac Edwards
Jordan DeAnne Rodeheaver
Robert Jordan Root

Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology
Gabrielle I. Flores
Haley Janea Jones

Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology
Anuoluwa Esther Balogun
Natalie Priesmeyer Blanchard
Gene Autry Boyd
Agnes Ta’Keyyah Yvette Brown
Christian Alexander Carroll Childress
Marlena Renee Cisneros
Briana Kay Dennis
Kaleigh Galindo
Emily Jo Gant
Cassandra Colleen Grady
Troyneshia Maria Henry
Bryan Austin Landrum
Marc Anthony Meyer
Jorge Alfredo Oseguera
Angela Lynn Palevich
Mitva Rajendra Pandya
Mark Delaney Petersberger
Kerrington L. Powell
Terrance Michael Sexton
Brandi Therese Stevens
Jennifer Christine Wilson
Jennifer Anne Worry

Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice
Robert Acevedo
Jawanda Amor Adams
Seth Edward Adams
Jacob I. Aguilar
Robert Baldemar Alvarado
Wayne Edward Anderson Jr.
John Lee Bennett III
David Michael Bentley Jr.
Mariela Bishop
Clint David Bookout
Jace Elliott Campbell
Federico L. Cano Jr.
Dalton Brian Davis



Frank R. Dixon III
Stephen J. Dowell
Christopher Marques Dwellingham
Matthew Gordon Esch
Roman Patricio Gonzalez
Marcus Neal Green Jr.
Alfredo Hernan Herrera
Amethyst Jean Hollowell
Caden Walker Hunt
Matthew Keith Jackson
Moesha Rene Kinard
Janerika C. Livingston
Sophia Beatrice Loera
Adriana Elizabeth Martinez
Kevin Maldonado Martinez
Chad Allan Mckinney
Karli Marae Mears
Cole A. Michalk
Valeria Mosqueda
Alexis Dominique Nichols
Brandon M. Payton
Benjamin Bradley Phillips
Nathaniel Lee Ramsey
Corey Arric Rice
Timothy Joseph Riley
Braden Louis Robey
Bailey Jean Rogers
David Antonio Saldana
Sarah Ahlaina Shumake
Kirsten Smith
Nelson Lamar Tassin
Isaac Tellez
Oscar Manuel Vara
Alexander Stevenson Wiggins
Paul Richard Willenbrock
Sheena Dae Yarbrough

Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology
Freddy Cordova

Bachelor of Science in 
Sociology
Joanette Jaa’ Adams
Marisela Alvarez
Ashanti Benefield Harper
Andrea LaRayne Boyken
Catherine Marie Caballero
Branda Casmire Goodie
Aaron L. Houston
Regina Ozana Jones
Chelsea Danay Ordway
Taylor Mari Marr
Uquisha Q. Mosely
Alecia Victoria Myers
Jacob Briggs Simmerman
Jodi Ann Stone
Dana Monique Wise

Bachelor of Social Work 
Tiesha Yvette Ayers
Cheniya Cherrel Chatman
Ernest Graham
Katie Elizabeth Leavins
Maria Lewis
Miranda Nicole Miller
Marion Evelyn Rivera
Lisa Renee Shoemaker
Destani Paige Williams

*Reaud Honors College Graduate







Masters Theses

Acharjee, Mithun Kumar – Air Quality and Lung Cancer: Analysis via Local 
Control – Kumer P. Das, Supervising Professor

Afolabi, Oromidayo P. – Biocompatibility of Reinforced Poly (Lactic 
Acid) and Ethyl Cellulose in Bone Repair – Paul Bernazzani, Supervising 
Professor

Baviskar, Manish – Microbial Analysis and Isolation of Iron-Reducing 
Bacteria from Marquez Crater, TX, USA – Thi Nguyen, Supervising 
Professor

Chakma, Avijoy – Particulate Matter Analysis Using Deep Convolutional 
Neural Networks – Jing Zhang, Supervising Professor

Das, Sourangshu – Sentiment Analysis of Twitter Data Using Various 
Classification Algorithms – S. Kami Makki, Supervising Professor

Evans, Tyler – Intergenerational, Interspecific Population Dynamics with 
Stochastic Lotka-Volterra – Kumer P. Das, Supervising Professor

Iheagwam, Success Chijioke – Applying Statistical Methods to 
Unstructured Data Sets Using Text Pattern Analysis – Kumer P. Das, 
Supervising Professor

Selby-Karney, Troy – Synthesis and Structural Characterization of Mercury 
(II) Coordination Polymers Based on 1,2,4,5-Tetra (Isopropylthio) Benzene 
Ligand – Perumalreddy Chandrasekaran, Supervising Professor

Sharma Rijal, Nabin – Ensemble of Deep Neural Networks for Image 
Analysis – Jing Zhang, Supervising Professor

Shrestha, Manisha – Heavy Metal Tolerance and Removal by Bacteria 
Isolated from Marquez Crater Soil – T. Thuy Minh Nguyen, Supervising 
Professor



Alpha Lambda Delta
Freshman Honors

Red, White and Gold Triple Cord

Beta Xi chapter of Phi 
Beta Delta

International Student Honors
Gold Medallion with Red and 

Yellow Ribbon

College of Arts and Sciences 
Arts and Sciences Majors 

with a 4.0 GPA
Gold Medallion on Red Ribbon

Gamma Nu chapter of Sigma 
Tau Delta 

English Honor Society
Cardinal Red Stole with Black 

Embroidered Seal, Brass Medallion 
on Red Ribbon, Cardinal Red and 

Black Double Cord

LU Ambassadors
Student Ambassadors

Red and Gold Double Cord

LU Honors
Latin Honors

Red and White Double Cord

LU Veterans
US Military Veteran

Red, White and Blue Double Cord

National Student Nursing 
Association

Student Nursing Association
Blue and White Cord

Order of Omega
Greek Honors

Gold Stole with Logo, Gold and 
Ivory Cord

Phi Beta Delta
International Honor Society

Gold Medallion with Red and 
Gold Ribbon

Phi Eta Sigma
Freshman Honors

Black and Gold Double Cord

Phi Kappa Phi
Junior/Senior Honor Society

Yellow Stole with Insignia on White 
Background, White Medallion with 

a Blue Ribbon and Blue Cord

Pi Mu Epsilon
Math Honor Society

Purple, Lavender and Gold 
Triple Cord

Psi Chi
Psychology Honor Society

Platinum and Dark Blue Cord, 
Platinum Stole, Platinum Medallion 

on Navy Blue Ribbon

Honors

An Honor Graduate must have completed 60 hours at Lamar University 
for a 4-year degree. A student with a GPA of 3.5 or higher on all LU 

undergraduate work will be awarded honors. Cum laude is 3.5 to 3.64, 
magna cum laude is 3.65 to 3.79 and summa cum laude is 3.8 to 4.0.



Reaud Honors College
Graduate who has completed at 

least one high impact educational 
practice and 23 hour hours of 

honors coursework, including an 
honors thesis, or 26 hours with  

eight hours of upper-level credits 
while maintaining a 3.4 GPA.  

Bronze medallion with Red and 
White Ribbon

Ronald E. McNair Scholar
First generation, low income, and 

underrepresented graduate who has 
completed graduate-level research 
internship, including undergraduate 

thesis and research defense.
NASA Blue Stole with Lettering, 

Lamp of Knowledge Medallion with 
Red, White, and Blue Ribbon

Sigma Delta Pi
Spanish Honor Society

Red and Gold Double Cords
Gold or Red and Gold Stole

Sigma Theta Tau International
International Nursing Honor Society 

Purple and White Double Cord

Smith-Hutson Scholar
Smith-Hutson Scholarship Recipient

Black Stole with Red Trim

Upsilon Pi Epsilon
Computer Science Honor Society

Medallion on Maroon Ribbon, 
Maroon and White Double Cord

Pi Sigma Alpha
National Honor Society in 

Political Science
Red, White and Black Cord 
Medallion on Red Ribbon



The Academic Regalia

In its essential features, the academic regalia worn at American college 
exercises had its beginning in the Middle Ages. The oldest universities 
in Northern Europe grew out of church schools, and both faculty and 
students were regarded as part of the clergy. Hence, as their regular 
costume, they wore clerical garb borrowed largely from the monastic 
dress of their day.

The academic gown and hood were first regularly adopted by the 
University of Cambridge in 1284 and by the University of Oxford a 
little later. The custom transplanted to this country in Colonial times 
by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. In 1895, 
American universities and colleges decided to standardize their 
academic styles and developed the intercollegiate code of academic 
costume. The style follows in the vein of the Cambridge tradition. The 
distinctive caps, gowns and hoods worn at present-day college and 
university functions denote the institution that granted the degree, the 
field of learning in which the degree was earned and the level of the 
degree – bachelor, master or doctorate.

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters and silk for doctors). Bachelor’s gowns 
have pointed sleeves and master’s have long pouch-like sleeves, which 
reputedly were once used to carry books. Doctor’s gowns are faced 
with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across 
each sleeve.

The hood, worn around the neck so as to hang down the back, is the 
principal emblem of the nature and source of the degree held. The 
colors in the hood lining are the colors of the school conferring the 
degree. The color of the border indicates the scholarly field of the 
wearer. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities, but a 
round, short, flat velvet hat in British, Canadian and some European 
universities, bears a tassel which may be black, or it may be colored 



according to the scholarly field of the wearer. Only the doctors’ cap 
may be of velvet.

The degree colors are used for the edging of all hoods and may be 
used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of doctors’ gowns and 
tassels on bachelors’ and masters’ caps. This includes: Arts and Letters 
– White, Commerce – Drab, Education – Light Blue, Engineering 
– Orange, Fine Arts – Brown, Humanities – Crimson, Law – Purple, 
Library Science – Lemon, Medicine – Green, Music – Pink, Pharmacy 
– Olive, Philosophy (Ph.D.) – Dark Blue, Physical Education – Sage 
Green, Science – Golden Yellow and Theology – Scarlet. 

University Mace

Originally a medieval weapon and later carried by Sergeants at Arms 
guarding kings and high church officials, the mace has gradually 
assumed a purely ceremonial character symbolizing authority. As 
used in formal academic processions, the mace derives from the early 
university history. The Lamar University mace is traditional in design. 
The mahogany shaft is crowned by a head on which are mounted four 
representations of the university seal. The president of the Faculty 
Senate, who leads the academic procession, carries the mace in 
today’s ceremony.

Academic Gonfalons

Gonfalons, banners that are designed to hang from a crossbar, have 
historical roots dating back to the 12th century when they served as 
the official emblems to represent the various districts of Florence, Italy. 
In more recent times, gonfalons have been adopted by academia to 
serve as symbols to represent each college within a university. Each 
college has their own representative banner with the dean from the 
respective college carrying the gonfalon in the academic processional.



Special appreciation is extended to volunteers for serving 
as ushers for today’s commencement ceremony.

This program is not an official graduation list. This printed program lists students 
who are eligible to graduate pending the outcome of final examinations and final 
grades. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree 
status. The student’s permanent academic record is kept by the Records Department, 
P.O. Box 10010, Beaumont, Texas 77710. Students, faculty and staff members are 
selected without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, age, disability or national 
origin, consistent with the Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964; Executive Order 11246 as issued and amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Lamar University is dedicated to student 
success by engaging and empowering 

students with the skills and knowledge 
to thrive in their personal lives and 

chosen fields of endeavor. As a doctoral 
granting institution, Lamar University is 

internationally recognized for its high 
quality academics, innovative curriculum, 
diverse student population, accessibility, 

student success, and leading-edge 
scholarly activities contributing 

to transforming the communities of 
Southeast Texas and beyond.


