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Juan Zabala, M.B.A.	 Vice President for University Advancement
Arne Almquist, Ph.D.� Interim Vice President for Management Information 

Systems and Analytics
Joe Nordgren, Ph.D.� Acting Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
Brenda S. Nichols, D.N.Sc.	 Vice Provost for Digital Learning
Srinivas Palanki, Ph.D.� Associate Provost for Research

and Sponsored Programs
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Norman Bellard	 Assistant to the President for Community Relations
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Arne Almquist, Ph.D.	 Acting Director of Library Services
Brian Craig, Ph.D.	 Dean of Engineering
Kevin Dodson, Ph.D.	 Dean of Reaud Honors College
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William E. Harn, Ph.D.	 Dean of Graduate Studies
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Garry D. Crain of The Hills is self-employed 
and most recently served as vice president 
and general manager of Crown Energy 
Company, Crown Energy Resources LLC, 
and Basin Engineering. Previously, he served 
as CEO of Westlake Diversified Medical 
Systems, LLP, CEO of Cornerstone Hospitals 
of Austin, president of Kindred Pharmacy 
Services, and CEO of two Kindred Hospitals.

He is certified by the American Association of Professional Landmen 
and a member of the American College of Healthcare Executives, 
ADAM Oklahoma (Acquisitions, Divestitures and Mergers), and the 
AOPA. Additionally, he is a former member of Murray State College 
Nurse Advisory Board and Southern Oklahoma Physicians/Hospital 
Organization and former president of Oklahoma University Health 
Sciences Center Alumni Association.

Crain received a Bachelor of Arts in political science from Texas 
State University and a Master of Health Administration from The 
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. His term on the 
Board of Regents expires in 2023.

Commencement Speaker



Ceremony Program

Musical Prelude	 Lamar University Brass Ensemble	
	 Andrew McMahan, D.M.A.
	 Director of Bands

Academic Processional*	 Vivek Natarajan, Ph.D.
	 Associate Professor, Department of 
	 Management and Marketing	

Crown Imperial	 Lamar University Brass Ensemble	
Walton

The National Anthem*	 Debra Greshner, M.M.
The Star Spangled Banner	 Instructor, Department of Music
Francis Scott Key	

Welcome	 James Marquart, Ph.D.			 
	 Provost and 
	 Vice President for Academic Affairs

Introductions	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.			 
	 President

Commencement Address	 Garry D. Crain
	 Regent
	 Texas State University System

Certification of Graduates	 James Marquart, Ph.D.

Conferring of Degrees	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Presentation of Graduating	 James Marquart, Ph.D.
Class/Investiture of 
Doctorates



Announcement of	 Jess Doiron, M.A.
Graduates	 Instructor of English and
	 Modern Languages

	 Tilisa Thibodeaux, Ed.D.
	 Assistant Professor of Counseling 
	 and Special Populations

Student Recognitions	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Alumni Greetings	 Kenneth R. Evans, Ph.D.

Lamar University	 Debra Greshner, M.M.
Alma Mater*
G. Rhodes Smartt
                     	
Lamar to thee we’re singing	 We will ever need thee     
Voices raised on high.          	 As our guiding star.     	        
We will forever love thee      	 To us you’ll always be	
Laud thee to the sky.	 Our glorious Lamar.
                              	                                                                                                   
Academic Recessional*	 Vivek Natarajan, Ph.D.

*Audience please stand.

To maintain the dignity of the program, guests are requested to refrain from 
unnecessary noises (air horns, etc.) and movement during the ceremony.



ARTS & SCIENCES
Lynn Maurer, Dean

Biology:
Randall Terry, Interim Chair
Matthew Pyne

Chemistry & Biochemistry:
Xiangyang Lei, Chair
Ginomartin Canlas
Richard Lumpkin
Sylvestre Twagirayezu

Computer Science:
Stefan Andrei, Chair
Hikyoo Koh
Lawrence Osborne
Sujing Wang

Earth & Space Sciences:
Jim Jordan, Chair
Edgardo Pujols

English & Modern Languages:
Jim Sanderson, Chair
Max Loges
Yaw Oteng
Arthur Stewart

History:
Mark Mengerink, Chair
Brendan Gillis
Jim Seratt

Liberal Arts:
Julie Alford, Director
Applied Arts & Sciences:
Theresa Edgerton
General Studies:
Rachel Klauss
Emilee Procella

Mathematics:
Jeremy Alm, Chair
PJ Couch
Mohsen Maesumi

JoAnne Gay Dishman Nursing:
Cindy Stinson, Interim Chair
Nancye McAfee
Troy Palmer
Ruthie Robinson

Physics:
Phillip Cole, Chair

Political Science:
Thomas Sowers, Interim Chair
Brian Williams
Sara Gubala

Psychology:
Edythe K. Kirk, Chair
Jeremy Shelton

Sociology, Social Work, & 
Criminal Justice:
Stuart Wright, Chair
Mark Broome
Ginger Gummelt
Garrick Harden
Karen Roebuck
Vidisha Worley
Lori Wright

BUSINESS
Dan W. French, Dean

Accounting & Business Law:
Ricardo Colon, Chair
Marleen Swerdlow, Director
Delvin Seawright
Orrin Swift

Reese Construction		
Management:
Seokyon Hwang, Chair

Economics & Finance:
James Slaydon, Chair
John D. McCullough
Hiroki Wantanabe

Information Systems & 
Analysis:
Kakoli Bandyopadhyay, Chair
Alicen Flosi

Management & Marketing:
Kabir C. “KC” Sen, Chair
Komal Karani Director
Vivek Natarajan

EDUCATION & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT
Robert Spina, Dean
Rebecca Weinbaum, Associate 
Dean
Teresa Simpson, Special Assistant 
to the Dean

Counseling:
Wendy Greenidge, Chair
Mohammad Hamza
Patricia Harris
Sonja Hebert
Jessica Martin
Anna Nguyen
Joydel Snook
Lisa Wines

Educational Leadership:
Diane Mason, Interim Chair
Daryl Ann Borel
Cynthia Cummings
Thomas Harvey
Robert Nicks
Johnny O’Connor
Christina Puente
V. Kaye Shelton
Tilisa Thibodeaux
Brett Welch

Family & Consumer Sciences:
Jill Killough, Interim Chair

Health & Kinesiology:
Dan Chilek, Interim Chair
Doug Boatwright
Rick Carter
Kimberly Tallent Gauthreaux
Barbara Hernandez
Shannon Jordan
Praphul Joshi
Alan Moore
Julio Morales
Israel Msengi
Jeanne Mullican

Representatives of the Faculty

Hsing-wei Chu
PJ Couch

Alicen Flosi
Paul Hemenway

Lula Henry
Komal Karani

Lekeitha Morris
Anna Nguyen

Delvin Seawright
Freddie Titus

Ricardo Tovar-Silos
Virgina K. Shelton

Faculty Marshals



Teacher Education:
Lula Henry
Mamta Singh
Freddie Titus
Julia Yoo

ENGINEERING
Brian Craig, Dean

Dan F. Smith Chemical:
T.C. Ho, Chair

Civil & Environmental:
Liv Haselbach, Chair

Phillip M. Drayer Electrical:
Harley Myler, Chair

Industrial:
Kelley Bradley
Maryam Hamidi
Acyut Kaneria
Yueqing Li
Alverto Marquez
Berna Tokgaz

Mechanical:
Hsing-wei Chu, Chair
Chun-Wei Yao

FINE ARTS & 
COMMUNICATION
Derina Holtzhausen, Dean

Art:
Donna Meeks, Chair

Communication:
Natalie Tindall, Chair
Andrew Favors
Paul Hemenway
Nicki Michalski
O’Brien Stanley
Ruth Stanley

Deaf Studies & Deaf 
Education:
M. Diane Clark, Chair
Gloshanda Lawyer
Amber Marchut
Zanthia Smith
S. Jordan Wright

Mary Morgan Moore Music:
Brian Shook, Interim Chair
Jack Benson
Sujung Cho
Jacob Clark
Robert Culbertson
Kim Ellis

Debra Greschner
Andrew McMahan
Nick Rissman

Speech & Hearing Sciences:
Monica Harn, Chair
Erin Burns
Lilian Felipe
Lekeitha Morris

Theatre & Dance:
Golden Wright, Chair
Cherie Acosta
Lucy Arrington
Joel Grothe
Brian LeTraunik
Travis Prokop

REAUD HONORS COLLEGE
Kevin Dodson, Dean

DIVISION OF DIGITAL 
LEARNING
Paula Nichols, Executive 
Director  

LIBRARY
Arne Almquist, Dean
Penny Clark
Sarah Tusa

Commencement Planning Committee
David Short, Registrar

Summer Rather, Assistant Registrar
Jessica White, Supervisor

Shaqueta Lewis, Graduation Coordinator
Beth Slaydon, Student Records Specialist



College of Graduate 
Studies
Dr. William E. Harn, Dean

Doctor of Education in Deaf 
Studies and Deaf Education
Oscar Lucanus Ocuto

Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership
Steven Bryan Edlin
Kevin Lee Fowler
Dawn Allison Katz
John David Myrick
Stuart Joseph Ralston
Saule Vadopalaite
William S. Waltemath

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Chemical Engineering
Adarsh Pradip Bafana
Semih Gulec
Shishir Vaibhav Kumar
Karishma Piler
Sakshi Babulal Yadav

Doctor of Engineering 
Guanlong Li

Master of Science in Computer 
Science
Palash Bista
Raunak Sarbajna 
Vy Phuong Tran
Isha Vyas

Master of Arts in English
Carlie A. Heineman
Jorge Humberto Ortiz
Megan Caitlin Ryan

Master of Arts in Teaching 
Spanish as a Foreign Language
Judith Bautista-Alvarado
Yaimar Trinidad Garcia
Isaiah Matthew Johnson

Master of Science in 
Mathematics
Ashim Kumar Dey

Master of Science in Nursing 
Lacey Lorraine Allemand
Milyssa Leah Fountain
LaShara Anné Jason

Master of Science in Criminal 
Justice
Jacob Ismael Aguilar
Ernestine Borno
Keturah Danielle Duplantier
Timothy Christopher Goemans
Jesse G. Gutierrez
Perry Dean Mayorga-Guerrero
Garrison McLeon Mitchell
Danny Santos Noriega
Amber Rachelle Reynolds
David-Luis Alejandro Solis
Jessica Leigh Sullivan
Dewan Lee Thompson
Carlos Eduardo Vera

Master of Science in 
Accounting
Rebecca Waller McNabb

Master of Business 
Administration
Shishir Adhikari
Lacey Lorraine Allemand
Hussain Alawi A. Alshbrka
Carrington Avari Barfield
Mereby Dion Bell



Luke A. Bourgeois
Brandy Ceril
Shelley Williams Deaver
John Tolbert Ellis
Ampofo Etwi-Yeboah
Crystal Monique LaDawn Gadberry
Brandy Lynn Jones
Jennifer Hartwell Lucas
Sandra Lee Martinez
Ronnie Owens McCoy
Colton Andrew Morris
Sabin Pandey
Noe Omar Rodriguez
Shivinder Singh
Sara Louise Stephenson
Zakiayyah Monique Stewart
Carlo Vanz
Michelle Denisse Vindel Brower

Master of Education in 
Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling
Leslie Leigh Allen
Katherine Gayle Anderson
Sherry Jane Ash
Nolan T. Bartek
Justin Glenn Bond
Mariela Lisette Castro
Shawn Webster Clark
John Collis
Connie Denise Curry
Ana Emilia Garcia
Stephen Dunne Garcia
Melissa Ann Georgeff
Brooklyn Taylor Harrington
Tehmina Hasan
Yulanda Kim Jackson
Destiny Paige Lakin
Deb S. Lawton
Cherie Bernadette Lofton
Jeffrey E. Love

Brandi Renee Merchant
Cardona Toyin Mitchell
Destiny Chinonso Omeire
Jessica Natalie Parker
Alyssa Itzehl Paz
Sarah Ann Prince
Megan A. Rankins
Eli Benjamin Rhodes
Samantha H. Robinson
Sonya Ivette Robinson
Miguel Angel Sanchez
Joshua Walton Stone
Mary Yolanda Taylor
Lorenza Terrazas-Rivera

Master of Education in 
Counseling and Development
Susan Estela Cáceres
Meghan Anne Davis
Krystyne Renee De Leon
Daisy Solis Garrett
Janet Leigh Glenn
Veronica Guerra
Cynthia Elaine Hildebrand
Sherry Leann Jenkins
Lori Rose Loucks
Ashley Nichole Loyd
Justin Mark McClure
Allamay Amanda Mitchell
Makeba L. Mitchell
Karen Maricruz Moreno
Elisama Abigail Perez
Jessica Reyes
Karen Munerlyn Sanders
Kimberly Michelle Varner

Master of Education in 
Educational Administration
Katie Elaine Abalos
Christopher Nathaniel Adams
Kathleen Elizabeth Allen



Johanna N. Alvarez
Kara LeAnn Alvarez-Calderon
Ashley Renee Anderson
Lauren Rae Anderson
Adriana Garza Arce
Caitlin Newton Attaway
Delbert John Atwood Jr.
Shenna Marie Aucoin
Elliott Thomas Babcock
Lacoya Latrice Bagley
Aja Michelle Baise
Earlsworth John Baptiste
Grace E. Baranowski
Walter Becerra
Sarah Nicole Beltran
Maisie Sue Benoit
Maeghan Lynette Berg
Teresa Taylor Bertling
Elizabeth Renee Biggerstaff
Joshua Biggerstaff
Craig Lee Black
Erica D’andra Bostic
Kirsti Marie Bostick
Adan Daniel Botello
Lauren Michele Brandon
Bryan Edward Brassard
Christina Inez Brazle
Cambrie Vernae Briggs
Stephen Joseph Brosch
Elaine Brook Brothers
Ashlee Divine Broussard
Erica Lynn Brown
Stephanie Jill Brunett
Courtnie Nicole Byrne
Shelley Lynn Caldwell
Jillian Leigh Callaway
Alice Mitchell Campbell
Jacki Canales
Celeste Cano
Lyna Odette Cantu
Gerardo Carpentier

Amy Lorraine Carrizales
Stephanie Rene Carter
Nathan Cassidy
Ivan Isaac Castillo
Jessica Cavazos
Arlene Chapa
Angelica K. Childes
Nicholas Shawn Claiborne
Meagan-Kristen Angelnique Clark
Rosalind Michelle Clark
Lacy Geridine Coldiron
Cheryl Alycia Cole
Malcolm David Cole
Robin Roten Conner
Dulce Sarai Correa
Lindsay Kaye Countryman
Jennifer Dolores Cruz
Amber Marie Currie
Brandy Diane Dalby
Alma Alicia Daniel
Jennifer Alice Danielson
Dana Marie Daves
Stephen Christopher Davis
Doraliza N. Deboer
Kelli Lynne Deroche
Jennifer Marie Dever
Shannon G. Devillier
Alanna Marie Dissake
Blake Hamilton Dooley
David Dawain Dover
Laura Askins Driver
Avery Caroline Due
Kierstyn Sharlae Dumont
Michael Ross Eames
Trisha L. Eckols
Chandria Lanee Edwards
Theresa Lorraine Elder
Jennifer Jae Elisondo
Sandalio Elizondo
Donald Glenn Elliott Jr.
Mariza Escamilla



Christina Denise Escobar
Elizabeth Perez Espinoza
Norma Sofia Espinoza
Carrie Faye Estrems
Karla Elizabeth Famaligi
Stephen Milfred Ferguson
Kathleen Ingeborg Finn
Mark James Fiorella
Brendan J. Fitzpatrick
Jamie Murray Flores
Shannon Stephens Fox
Leticia Modesta Fraga
Debra Ann Fukuda
Susan Nicole Galloway
Christopher Allen Garcia
Maricella Garcia
Ricardo Luis Garcia
Kevin Wayne Garvin
Gladys R. Garza
Juan Carlos Garza
Marliza Genesis Garza
Oralia Selena Garza
Raymond Garza
Tabitha Ann Gentry
Michele Jeane Goins
Jessica Janette Gomez
Tracee Elizabeth Gonzales
Anna Lisa Gonzalez
Trina Hendrix Gore
Nancy Anne Green
Stephanie Burnette Greer
Daniel Guillermo Gutierrez
Janet Denise Hagler
Robert Neal Hansen
Kimberly Dawn Haresnape
Emma Louise Harrison
Kayla M. Hart
Gregory Brent Harvell
Lena Hearin
Rolanda L. Hearne
Laurie Elizabeth Hendricks

Taylor Aaron Henson
April Lynn Hepner
Hiawatha Tyrone Hickman
Rudolph Edward Hikel
Jennifer Amelia Hoke
Justin Wayne Hooten
Melinda Trcka Hoover
Gencie Marie Houy
Robin Carroll Howard
Kristen Ann Hughes
Kevin Lee Hunter
Latasha S. Hurd
Shelby Mariah Ibarra
Oluchi Michelle Igbokwe
Teresa Iparraguirre
Jennifer Michelle Jenkins
Kelsey Renee Johns
Darrick Allen Johnson
Ashley Marie Johnston
Jacquelyn Kelly Johnston
Wesley Julian Johnston
April Jones
Athena Xene Jones
Leann Nicole Jones
Rolanda Toussaint Jones
Shamiah Nicole Jones
Sheri Renay Jones
Alexandria Lea Kaminski
Alyson Martin Kelly
Zelda Vlynn Kepley
Allen Albert Keys
Kelly Lynn Koenig
Jami Lynn Kouba
Sarah Elizabeth Kraatz
RaChelle Etzel Kuecker
Kasey Marie Kuykendall
Jonathan Blake Ladd
Donnie Lancelin
Kelly Ann Lane
Wendi S. Langlinais
Deedra Neél Lapray



Samantha Leal
Darryl Michael Lindsay
Katie Elizabeth Loughner
Arturo Lozano
Irma Jeanette Macias
Rhonda Renee Mack
Kimberly Dawn Mackey
Craig Roger Maddux
Whitney Andrea Manuel
Alexandra Rose Martin
Monica Shinell Martin
Pamela Sue Martin
Patricia Ann Mastropolo
Melissa Anne McAlister
Abby Gail McCarty
Kristin Michelle McCoy
Tracey Leigh McCready
Ashley Mceachern
Heather Annette McInnis
Jessica Garcia Medina
Casey Michelle Melton
Michael Edward Mendoza
Antonio Menjivar
Michael W. Menti
Jason Edward Merik
Bryan Dewayne Metoyer
Christopher Dale Metzger
Michelle Marie Meyer
Armando Minjarez
Edgar Miranda
April Denise Mitchell
Courtney Nicole Mitchell
Tracey Davies Mixon
Shelby Morgan Moore
Jose Antonio Moreno
Rachel Marie Morgan
Vanessa Carolina Moya Alfaro
John Stephens Muir
Laci Lee Murphy
Malaika Tatyana Khalid Murry

Darius Jamil Narcisse
Spencer Douglas Neal
Metta Ann Nelson
Dawn Renee Newton
Dana M. Norris
Mariana Nunez
Jayde Elizabeth Ochoa
Tammy Lee Oehlke
Nariel Ortiz Olsen
Hayley Pierce Ontiveros
April Dawn Page
Heather Ann Page
Stephone Parish
David Bruce Park
Lindsey Michelle Parker
Charles John Pasternak
Langston C. Patterson
Cara Lynn Pegram
Alyssa Maria Perez
Elisama Abigail Perez
Angela Dawn Peters
Patrick Gary Piazze-McMahon
Emily Elizabeth Pittman
Cynthia Elaine Porterfield
Benjamin Powell
Yisbeth Edith Puckett
Cynthia Ann Quirk
Gabriela Rada
Danelle Evon Reddick
Michelle R. Reese
Concepcion Requenez
Courtney C. Rhodus
Shelby Colelli Rhone
Andrea Lissette Richardson
Sandra Lynn Richmond
Tamara Dee Ritchie
Tiffany Sade’ Ross
Richard Lee Royal
Lyzette Christina Ruiz
Matthew Scott Rutz



Hillary Patience Salazar
Miguel Angel Saldana
Cayla L. Schroeder
Kassidi Nicole Seaton
Zachary Thomas Sebo
Brent Demond Shepard
Timothy Jason Shieldes
Sandy Jane Shoemake
Taylor Baker Simmons
Elizabeth Ann Sizemore
Ana S. Smith
Antionwynette Latrise Smith
Dylan Durrell Smith
Tina Marie Smith
Adriana Solis
Trish Marie Soto
Laura Spiegel
Latonya Joyce Spriggs
Titus J. Standberry
Ernest Harold Stanford
Adrienne Latrice Steen
Brandon Joseph Steinke
Kristi Kay Stephens
Ashley Rae Stewart
Kym L. Taylor
Cynthia Alejandre Tenaglio
Satta Miniatu Testamark
Sydney Lynne Theriot
Beverly Larice Thomas
Michelle Denise Thomas
Jody Mildred Thompson
Robert Nathan Thornton
Daniel Evan Tice
Terrell Tillis
Shayna Nicole Tipton
Lessly H. Titas
Sheridan Nicholle Tomlin
Jennifer Genoveva Torres
Rachel M. Torres
Misty Todd Townsend

Ariana Trevino
David Bret Trewitt
Wendy R. Trigg
Taylor Nicolle Tuthill
Joshua Michael Van Donsel
Kayla Mae VandenLangenberg
Jose Elias Vasquez Jr.
Luis Velazquez
Lindsay Marie Vertrees
Luis Velazquez
David Anthony Vickery
Christopher Brian Walker
David Erwin Walthall
Anthony Thomas Warzecha
Jada Patrice Washington
Casey Danylle Webb
Erin S. Webb
Paul Joseph Weinheimer
Mark Daniel Whalen
Apryl S. White
Kandace Marie White
Nastassya Janelle White
Aaron Michael Whitener
Janice Aileen Whiting
Lashonda Mashelle Whitmore
Morgan Lynne Whittemore
Lauren Elise Wicinski
Nicole Marie Wiens
Crystal Nicole Williams
Kathleen Lever Williams
Telina Diane Williams
Terrance James Williams
Terrence Robert Williams
Johnathan Bradley Wilson
Cynthia Ann Winchester
Lucretia J. Wise
Jordan Hunter Wood
Courtney Michelle Woodrom
Adam George Woods
Melinda Michelle Worden



Master of Education in Digital 
Learning and Leading
Jenny Lea Bridges
Stefanie Jean Carter
Margaret Long Cayton
Kristen D. Davenport
Rebecca Danielle Day
Madeline D. Hartwell
Caleigh Heenan
Carie Catherine Johannsen
Jason Johnson
Kimberly Shane’ Joiner
Phyllis Seibert
Shannon Burt Suda
Diana Lynn Teel

Master of Education in 
Education Technology 
Leadership
Natalie Alaniz
Stephen Paul Alexander
Jayme Heather Armstreet
Julietta Amanda Bird
John Isaac Burrows
Shawndreka NaDeane Clemons
Rebecca Elaine Cullums
John Christian Davis
Joseph Carl Ferguson
Mary Margret Groth
William Justin Guerrant
Alyssa Paige Guerrero
Tara Sue Guevara
Gloriella Guillen
Michelle Amnah Jaarah
Karsyn Dae Jackson
Holly Elizabeth Lauber
Sommer Myrell Lough
Jessica Amber Lynch
Mitchell Frank Madden
Lindsay Kay Nuehring
Amber Elizabeth Faye Pecsenye

Richard Brandon Pence
Umedi Rasulzoda
Amanda Patricia Sanchez
James Bryant Simmons
Stephenie Lynn Smith
Brandi Snead
Jessica Marie Sowell
Jammie Marie Thedford
Felipe Andres Trimino
Aleksandra Francesca Turner
Patricia Schmidt Vandaveer
Alissa Houston Womack
Hope Janan Wood
Brianne Louise Yount

Master of Science in Family 
and Consumer Sciences
Tynnicia Netia Davis
Courtney Simone Nelson

Master of Science in Nutrition
Elissa Ann Bradberry
Angelica Maria Figueroa
Gabrielle Lynn Gralino
Tessa Jean Hughes
Sandra Christine Juarez
Meagan Murray
Michael Edward Parker
Madeline Ann Rigler
Terina Nicole Terlizzi
Jordan Haley Trahan
Cristina Teresa  Villa

Master of Public Health 
Mojama Amadu
Bebil Bhandari
Kayla Allisande Campbell
Cidnie Rae Ford
Comalita LeShun Lee
Chad Gregory Reininger
Okeima Shawntel Terrell
Tyra Alexis Willingham



Master of Education in 
Special Education
Sydney Danielle Acers
Jamie Kai Baril
Kayla Marie Coser
Ashley Elizabeth Franklin
Karla Nicole Guss
Desirae D. Harrison
Shannon Michelle Hill
Janniah Emylene Hubbard
Pamela Jean Hubbard
Laurie Katherine Kolp
Carla Jean Meyer
Roneasha Marie Reliford
Susan Allynn Shannon
Elizabeth Leigh Sunderman
Justine Anne Towarnicki
Macy Erin Wilkes

Master of Education in 
Teacher Leadership
Kayla LeAnne Anderson
Amy Denise Beaudion
Christine Bowman
Esmeralda Cantu
Carol Lynn Davis
Teague Benjamin Dentino
Dayesha Lachelle Dunham
Rebecca Marie Harris
Jessica Anne Henley
Sarah Lanette Hightower
Reginald L.A. Johnson
Ashley Lee Mcmurtry
Michelle Suzanne Mortillaro
Brittany Molina Murray
Aris Baclayon Penaranda
Natalie Christian Puckett
Hannah Bagwell Rees
Senga Avril Rounds
Brian Sansanelli
Ginger Marie Schwartz

Erica Lynn Scott
Richard P. Steinberg
Kristen D. Stevenson
Courtney Pittman Tebo
Morgan Kate Urban
Cristina Vega
Jenna Lee Ward
Daniel Clive Robert Weaver
Marlee Dee Wilhelm
Sallianne Webb Williams
Rachelle Christine Witine

Master of Engineering Science 
in Chemical Engineering
Meghana Suhas Faltane 
Kaledia Paul Honor Ouattara

Master of Engineering in 
Chemical Engineering
Jamil Marwan Jabr

Master of Engineering Science 
in Civil Engineering
Binod Adhikari

Master of Engineering in Civil 
Engineering 
Birat Dhakal
Rabin Gautam
Prabal Tandukar

Master of Science in 
Environmental Engineering
Ravi Jaysukhbhai Kanani

Master of Engineering Science 
in Electrical Engineering 
Hafiz Moeen Ahmad
Sansar Bastola

Master of Engineering in 
Electrical Engineering
Md Fokhrul Alam



Master of Engineering in 
Industrial Engineering
Kishan Devarajbhai Dhameliya
FNU Gokulesh
Sukhminder Singh Viray

Master of Engineering 
Management
Naba Raj Kandel

Master of Science in Port and 
Terminal Management 
Larry Alvin Kelley

Master of Engineering Science 
in Mechanical Engineering 
Md Ashraful Hoque

Master of Engineering in 
Mechancial Engineering
Armin Daneshvar
Md Amanullah Kabir
Mit Bipinbhai Kanani
Maharshi Jitendrabhai Patel
Leila Saberi

Master of Science in Deaf 
Studies and Deaf Education
Adriana Beatriz Garcia
Adam Randall Greenleaf
Anna Maria Harman
Taylor Layne Hughes
Stephany Mendez Castaneda
Aspen Danielle Yount

College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Lynn Maurer, Dean

Bachelor of Science in 
Biology
Roshney J. Ali*
Lesly Itzel Guzman

Alicia Chantelle Jenkins
Marwah Afzaal Khan
Amber T. Mickens
Stacy Buxton Mitchell
Duy Minh Vo
Emmett B.D. Worsham

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science
Jeremy W. Lovelace
Neel Nitinkumar Mehta
Italo German Panta
Krishna Shrestha

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Game Development
David Leonard Sta Cruz

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer and Information 
Systems
Kacey Charles Baker-Haley
Mary AnnRose Richardson
Ricky L. Taylor Jr.

Bachelor of Science in Earth 
Science
James Venerando Indelicato

Bachelor of Science in 
Geology
Haley A. May

Bachelor of Science in 
Geology
Sidney K. Evans
Trang Thuy Pham

Bachelor of Arts in English
Sean Russell Bebeau
Kailyn Desirèe Bishop
Rachel Michelle Blackburn



Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences
Michael David Brooks
Jessica Leigh Daffern
Michelle Lynn Downs
Amanda Gayle Ferguson
Ki’ante Cashay Flowers
Shannon Kay Hubert
Allison Marie Johnson
Nicole Lynn Lalicker
Luis Eduardo Longoria
Amy Nichole Lucario
Isabell Ann Major
Briana Joy McKnight
Rosalene DeShawn Mitchell
Ebigo Adaku Nwachukwu
Joseph Keith Patterson Sr.
Vonnie Nicole Perez-Ortiz 
Kelly Rebecca Ramirez
Akira Tamar Roland
Malcolm Xavier Ruckett
Jennifer Nwadiuto Samogidi
Patricia Alicia Spotts-Newell
Karlie Nicole Steadham
Krystal Dawn Tanner
Marie R. Thomas
Mayra Marisol Velasquez

Bachelor of General Studies
Maryam Shahid Ali
Shaniqua Danyell Barnes
Brandon Charles Dabney
Katherine Elizabeth Duff
Kandice Gussman Ellis
Brixie Leighann Gallier
Mackenzi Ann Gordon
Dezman Jashad Hampton
Melissa Lysette Hernandez
Jessica Diane Jaime
Desirae Janay Johnson 
Michael Ayodele A. Kolawole

Rachael Lynette Marshall
Mark Apetor Meynisse
Kevin DeJohn Newton
Tanner James Noel
Amanda Michelle Oxford
Kyndel Lynn Spoonemore
Jasmine D’anae Taylor
Eva Marie Walker
Lateishe Yvonne Walters
Amber Trinell Young

Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics
Haley A. May

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing
Chanci B. Askew
Ashley Lynn Blanchard
Sarah Ann Burroughs
Tracy Richelle Jones
Mai-Phuong Le
Tremedia Tennelle Lloyd
Rashead Kaseem McGuire Sr.
Taylor Morrison
Teesha Renne Scott
Desiree Broussard Unruh
Erin Marie Vaughan
Jennie Patricia Walker
Adriene L. Young

Bachelor of Science in 
Political Science
Dillon Charles Tydlacka

Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology
Cameron Grace Hathaway

Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology
Angelica Marie Cardenas



Marwah Afzaal Khan
Karli Michelle Monceaux
Akilah Hanif Wilson

Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice
Jazmine Denee Allen
Olga Arroyo
Daniel James Bacchiocchi
Iliana Roxanne Banda
Amanda Lenee Barlow
James Terry Blankenship Jr.
Jamaine Carlton Boyd Jr.
Gabriel Hines Fitch 
Amanda Ann Grund Hollins
Timothy Garett James
Paul Robert Jenkin
Jennifer Dawn Johnson
Yolanda Danelle Jones-Woods
Benjamin A. Masters
Tra’nisha M. Moore
Paige Rena Mosely
Britney S. White

Bachelor of Science in 
Sociology
Katiann Gilliam 
Wendy Dacus Hammons
Kala Renee Hartman
Christina Mobley Kirkland

Bachelor of Social Work
Savannah Broussard
Lisa Michelle Buchanan
Angela Lynn Carlson
Jessica Lavette Cook 
Jennifer Zent Dowdle
Lexxi Michele Gardner
Jacqueline Christine Gates
Kaylee Nicole Germany

Kenya Holder-McCurley
Amber DeAnna Knight
Francisco Leandro Leija
Alidia D. Norton
Peyton Yvette Pitre
Sabrina Alexandra Priest
Tracie Lynna Purnell
Leticia Lynn Sedatole
Emily Tatum Stinson
Haleigh Madison Voth
Natasha Jo Youman

College of Business
Dr. Dan French, Dean

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Accounting
Whitney Kaye Blair
Makayla Lynn Lueckemeyer
Jonathon Patrick Moore

Bachelor of Science In 
Construction Management
Lester Juneau III

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Finance
Jacie Brooke LeBlanc

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In General 
Business, Entrepreneurship, 
and Management
Kyle Jemel Henry

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In General 
Business and Entrepreneurship
Mark Thomas Boevers
Kennedy L. Garrison
Alexander Victor Gee
Karimi Chantal Najera Garcia



Bachelor of Business 
Administration In General 
Business and Management
Juliana Ocampo Andrade
Anthony Nguyen

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In 
Entrepreneurship
Victor Alfonso Sanchez

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In General 
Business 
Kristin Rebecca Myrick

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Management 
Information Systems
Aleia Denise Darjean
Phillip Allen Hilburn
Destinee Felixia Simmons

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Human 
Resource Management
Taylor Michelle Norman

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Management 
and Management Information 
Systems
Kristina Leigh Simmons

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Management
Kirk Zachary Hallmark
Esmeralda Maravilla
Kevin James Norwood
Mark Jeffery Payne
Carrie Gazaway Stansbury
Jenny Michelle Weinmann

Bachelor of Business 
Administration In Marketing
Jessica Marie McClendon
Jawachi J. Nzeakor
Roland Simon III
Cyrae Raisha Stevens
Ashla Faythe Tran
Jarod Wood

College of Education and 
Human Development
Dr. Robert Spina, Dean

Bachelor of Science in 
Exercise Science and Fitness 
Management
Sarah Evangeline Baisdon
Franchesca Betty Brown Davis 

Hardemon
Crystal Gonzalez
Shelly Lynn Hargis
Shalena Jeshea Harper
Courtney Lanae Johnson
Brittany Don Kight
Ashlan Yvette Miles
Avery Paul Murdock
Erin Nicole Pequeno
Abbygale Marie Rains
Tyler Henderson Slaydon
Isaiah Quentin Spencer

Bachelor of Science in 
Nutrition, Dietetics, and 
Hospitality
Ron H. Nguyen
Priscilla Ashlie Vega

Bachelor of Science in Health
Kishawaunna Yvonne Artmore
Chasmine Lorraine Dangerfield
Charity Elexis Garrett
Kerinthia De’Teja Hamilton



Brittany Ugochinyere Ibe
Nina Brianna James
Renzo Alejandro Jimenez
Lauren Ashley Labs
Olivia Katlyn Marcus
Allyson Nicole Wray

College of Engineering
Dr. Brian Craig, Dean

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Mohammed Ismael M. Alnejaidi
Hermilo Duenez Jr.
Benjamin Daniel Gunter
Zachary James Hayley
Jose Lopez
Maria Esther Rosa Funes

Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering
Placido Ramos

Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Engineering
Jeanette Ann Arellano
Ceci Kassandra Brizuela
Benjamin Dean Bullock
Victor Manuel Guajardo

Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Technology
Ashley Nichole Alumbaugh
Cleve Russell Bourque
Cheyenne Blaise Chichester
Cody Franklin Gavard
Dreylin D. Graham
Jesus Manzo Jr.
Brenda W. Mburu
Brian Joseph Reeves

Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering
Daniel Ivan Chavez
Alif Nizarali Prasla
Blake Hunter Smith
Seth Brody Raymond Taylor

College of Fine Arts and 
Communication
Dr. Derina Holthausen, Dean

Bachelor of Fine Arts In 
Graphic Design
William Reid Gieseke Jr.

Bachelor of Science In 
Communication
Jazmon Deshea Baines
Joseph Anthony Brooks
Morgan Emily Collier
Antonio Del Rio
Lainie Loren Harris
Samuel Mason Mathews
Vy Nam Hoang Nguyen
Samantha Amae Overton
Abigail Taylor Pennington

Bachelor of Arts In Music
Ana Cristina Chicas
Melissa Germain Dufort
Rene Vazquez Jr.

Bachelor of Music
Gannon Oakes Miller

Bachelor of Science In Speech 
And Hearing Sciences
Langdon George Gund
Linsey Remy Vincent

*Reaud Honors College Graduate



Doctoral Dissertations

Bafana, Adarsh – Nanomaterials: Synthesis, Sustainability and Application – 
Clayton Jeffryes, Dissertation Chair 

Edlin, Steven – Bounded Case Study: One Principal’s Use of Twitter to 
Communicate with Stakeholders in a High School Community – Diane Mason, 
Dissertation Chair

Fowler, Kevin L. – One-To-One iPad Deployment: A Community College Case 
Study – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Gulec, Semih – A Study on Work of Adhesion of Liquids on Solid Surfaces – Rafael 
Tadmor, Dissertation Chair

Katz, Dawn – Perceptions of Advising, Retention and Persistence: A 
Phenomenological Investigation – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Kumar, Shishir – Sustainable, Microwave Synthesis of Inorganic Nanoparticles and 
their Application – Clayton Jeffryes, Dissertation Chair

Li, Guanlong – Big Data Based Exploration of Risk Factors to Traffic Crashes in 
Southeast Texas and an Experimental Validation – Yueqing Li, Dissertation Chair

Myrick, J. David – Exploring the Benefits of Inclusion Support in Career and 
Technical Education Classrooms – Krystal Hinerman, Dissertation Chair

Ocuto, Oscar L. – Chasing the Why: Understanding the Deaf Child’s Home 
Language Environment – M. Diane Clark, Dissertation Chair

Piler, Karishma – A Study on TiO2 and Its Nanocomposites with and without 
Sufactants in Heterogeneous Catalytic Applications – Tracy Benson, Dissertation 
Chair. 

Ralston, Stuart – Measuring the Use of Educational Affordances in One-To-One 
Mobile Device Environments. – Diane Mason, Dissertation Chair

Vadopalaite-Witt, Saule – International Student Athletes: Adapting to Collegiate 
Academics, Athletics, and Social Environments – Brett Welch, Dissertation Chair

Waltemath, William – Best Practices for Using Intrinsic Motivation to Maximize 
Student Musical Learning and Musical Achievement in the Instrumental Music 
Rehearsal – Kaye Shelton, Dissertation Chair

Yadav, Sakshi – A Study of Lateral and Normal Adhesion of Liquids on Solid 
Surfaces – Rafael Tadmor, Dissertation Chair



Adhikari, Binod – Implementation of Platoon Based Traffic Signal Control System for 
Diamond Intersections: A Case Study in Houston – Xing Wu, Supervising Professor

Ahmad, Hafiz Moeen – Design and Implementation of Three Phase Inverter for Motor 
Control – Hassan Zargarzadeh, Supervising Professor

Bastola, Sansar – Super Twisting Sliding Mode Control of Spherical Robot – Hassan 
Zargarzadeh, Supervising Professor

Hoque, Md Ashraful – Effect of Humidity and Phosphor on Silicone/Phosphor 
Composite in White Light-Emitting Diode Package – Xuejun Fan, Supervising 
Professor

Kaledia, Ouattara – Demulsification of Wastewater by Microwave Radiation – Clayton 
Jeffryes, Supervising Professor

Kanani, Ravi – Modeling of Struvite Precipitation for Nutrient Recovery from Cor-
Ethanol Stillage – Jerry Lin, Supervising Professor

Kumar Dey, Ashim – Predicting Federal Funds Rate Using Extreme Value Theory – 
Kumar Pial Das, Supervising Chair

Sarbajna, Raunak – A Data Mining Framework for Analyzing Geospatial-Temporal 
Data – Sujing Wang, Supervising Professor

Masters Theses





Alpha Delta Mu
Social Work Honor Society

Black and Silver Cord

Alpha Lambda Delta
Freshman Honors

Red, White and Gold Triple Cords

Alpha Pi Mu
Industrial Engineering 

Honor Society
White Cord joined with 

White Panel

Beta Alpha Psi 
Accounting Honor Society 

Red or White Stole with Emblem,
Red and Black Double Cord

Beta Gamma Sigma
International Business 

Honor Society
Blue and Gold Cord and Stole

Beta Tau chapter of Kappa Pi
International Honorary 

Art Fraternity
Purple and Gold Double Cord

Beta Xi chapter of Phi 
Beta Delta

International Student Honors
Gold Medallion with Red and 

Yellow Ribbon

College of Arts and Sciences 
Arts and Sciences Majors 

with a 4.0 GPA
Gold Medallion on Red Ribbon

Chi Epsilon
Civil Engineering Honor Society

White Stole

Delta-Beta chapter of 
Eta Kappa Nu

Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Honor Society

Yellow Stole with Insignia, Yellow Cord 
with Red and Blue Tassel

Gamma Nu chapter of Sigma 
Tau Delta 

English Honor Society
Cardinal Red Stole with Black 

Embroidered Seal, Brass Medallion on 
Red Ribbon, Cardinal Red and Black 

Double Cords

Kappa Delti Pi
International Honor Society 

in Education
Purple and Green Cord 

Kappa Omicron Nu
Family and Consumer Sciences Honor 

Society
Burgundy and White Cord

LU Ambassadors
Student Ambassadors

Red and Gold Double Cord

LU Honors
Latin Honors

Red and White Double Cord

LU Veterans
US Military Veteran

Red, White and Blue Double Cord

National Student Nursing 
Association

Student Nursing Association
Blue and White Cord

Honors

An Honor Graduate must have completed 60 hours at Lamar University 
for a 4-year degree. A student with a GPA of 3.5 or higher on all LU 

undergraduate work will be awarded honors. Cum laude is 3.5 to 3.64, 
magna cum laude is 3.65 to 3.79 and summa cum laude is 3.8 to 4.0.



Omega Chi Epsilon
Chemical Engineering

Honor Society
White Stole

The Order of the Engineer
Upholding Engineering Integrity

Orange Stole with Red Trim

Order of Omega
Greek Honors

Gold Stole with Logo, Gold and 
Ivory Cords

Phi Beta Delta
International Honor Society

Gold Medallion with Red and 
Gold Ribbon

Phi Eta Sigma
Freshman Honors

Black and Gold Double Cords

Phi Kappa Phi
Junior/Senior Honor Society

Yellow Stole with Insignia on White 
Background, White Medallion with a 

Blue Ribbon and Blue Cord

Pi Mu Epsilon
Math Honor Society

Purple, Lavender and Gold 
Triple Cord

Psi Chi
Psychology Honor Society

Platinum and Dark Blue Cord, Platinum 
Stole, Platinum Medallion on Navy 

Blue Ribbon

Reaud Honors College
Graduate who has completed at least 
one high impact educational practice 
and 23 hours of honors coursework, 

including an honors thesis, or 26 hours 
with eight hours of upper-level credits 

while maintaining a 3.4 GPA.
Bronze Medallion with Red and 

White Ribbon

Ronald E. McNair Scholar
First generation, low income, and 

underrepresented graduate who has 
completed graduate-level research 
internship, including undergraduate 

thesis and research defense.
NASA Blue Stole with Lettering, Lamp 

of Knowledge Medallion with Red, 
White, and Blue Ribbon

Sigma Delta Pi
Spanish Honor Society

Red and Gold Double Cords
Gold or Red and Gold Stole

Sigma Theta Tau International
International Nursing Honor Society 

Purple and White Double Cords

Smith-Hutson Scholar
Smith-Hutson Scholarship Recipient

Black Stole with Red Trim

Tau Beta Pi
Engineering Honor Society

White Stole with Orange Insignia

Upsilon Pi Epsilon
Computer Science Honor Society

Medallion on Maroon Ribbon, Maroon 
and White Double Cord

Pi Sigma Alpha
National Honor Society in 

Political Science
Red, White and Black Cord Medallion 

on Red Ribbon

Zeta Lambda chapter of 
Pi Sigma Alpha

Political Science Honor Society
Red, White and Black Cord
Medallion on Red Ribbon



The Academic Regalia

In its essential features, the academic regalia worn at American college 
exercises had its beginning in the Middle Ages. The oldest universities 
in Northern Europe grew out of church schools, and both faculty and 
students were regarded as part of the clergy. Hence, as their regular 
costume, they wore clerical garb borrowed largely from the monastic 
dress of their day.

The academic gown and hood were first regularly adopted by the 
University of Cambridge in 1284 and by the University of Oxford a 
little later. The custom transplanted to this country in Colonial times 
by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. In 1895, 
American universities and colleges decided to standardize their 
academic styles and developed the intercollegiate code of academic 
costume. The style follows in the vein of the Cambridge tradition. The 
distinctive caps, gowns and hoods worn at present-day college and 
university functions denote the institution that granted the degree, the 
field of learning in which the degree was earned and the level of the 
degree – bachelor, master or doctorate.

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, 
the same or silk for masters and silk for doctors). Bachelor’s gowns 
have pointed sleeves and master’s have long pouch-like sleeves, which 
reputedly were once used to carry books. Doctor’s gowns are faced 
with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across 
each sleeve.

The hood, worn around the neck so as to hang down the back, is the 
principal emblem of the nature and source of the degree held. The 
colors in the hood lining are the colors of the school conferring the 
degree. The color of the border indicates the scholarly field of the 
wearer. Hoods may be worn only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities, but a 
round, short, flat velvet hat in British, Canadian and some European 
universities, bears a tassel which may be black, or it may be colored 



according to the scholarly field of the wearer. Only the doctors’ cap 
may be of velvet.

The degree colors are used for the edging of all hoods and may be 
used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of doctors’ gowns and 
tassels on bachelors’ and masters’ caps. This includes: Arts and Letters 
– White, Commerce – Drab, Education – Light Blue, Engineering 
– Orange, Fine Arts – Brown, Humanities – Crimson, Law – Purple, 
Library Science – Lemon, Medicine – Green, Music – Pink, Pharmacy 
– Olive, Philosophy (Ph.D.) – Dark Blue, Physical Education – Sage 
Green, Science – Golden Yellow and Theology – Scarlet. 

University Mace

Originally a medieval weapon and later carried by Sergeants at Arms 
guarding kings and high church officials, the mace has gradually 
assumed a purely ceremonial character symbolizing authority. As 
used in formal academic processions, the mace derives from the early 
university history. The Lamar University mace is traditional in design. 
The mahogany shaft is crowned by a head on which are mounted four 
representations of the university seal. The president of the Faculty 
Senate, who leads the academic procession, carries the mace in 
today’s ceremony.

Academic Gonfalons

Gonfalons, banners that are designed to hang from a crossbar, have 
historical roots dating back to the 12th century when they served as 
the official emblems to represent the various districts of Florence, Italy. 
In more recent times, gonfalons have been adopted by academia to 
serve as symbols to represent each college within a university. Each 
college has their own representative banner with the dean from the 
respective college carrying the gonfalon in the academic processional.



Special appreciation is extended to volunteers for serving 
as ushers for today’s commencement ceremony.

This program is not an official graduation list. This printed program lists students 
who are eligible to graduate pending the outcome of final examinations and final 
grades. Therefore, it should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree 
status. The student’s permanent academic record is kept by the Records Department, 
P.O. Box 10010, Beaumont, Texas 77710. Students, faculty and staff members are 
selected without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, age, disability or national 
origin, consistent with the Assurance of Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964; Executive Order 11246 as issued and amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Lamar University is dedicated to student 
success by engaging and empowering 

students with the skills and knowledge 
to thrive in their personal lives and 

chosen fields of endeavor. As a doctoral 
granting institution, Lamar University is 

internationally recognized for its high 
quality academics, innovative curriculum, 
diverse student population, accessibility, 

student success, and leading-edge 
scholarly activities contributing 

to transforming the communities of 
Southeast Texas and beyond.


