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MANY PEOPLE IN BEAUMONT HAD

TELEPHONES BY 1901, THE EARLY
PHONES WORKED BY TURNING THE
CRANK, SPEAKING INTO THE
MOUTHPIECE AND

LISTENING TO THE
EARPIECE.
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THIS OLD STEAM BOILER IS

FROM THE ORIGINAL SPINDLETOP
OIL FIELD. STEAM WAS USED TO
POWER THE DRILLING RIGS.
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NO SALOONS WERE ALLOWED IN GLADYS
CITY BUT MANY WERE BUILT NEARBY.
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THERE WERE NO AUTOMOBILES IN THE DAYS OF THE SPINDLETOP OIL BOOM. FOLLOW THE DOTS
TO SEE HOW YOU WOULD TRAVEL TO GLADYS CITY IN 1901
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VIFLLVIALIT 9iTVRLY N"enRo
A NEW THING IN 1901,
THE DRY GOODS STORE

SOLD MAINLY CLOTHING.
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LAMAR UNIVERSITY

GLADYS CITY
COLORING BOOK

DRAWINGS BY STEVE COOPER
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THE STORY OF SPINDLETOP AND GLADYS CITY BOOMTOWN

OIL WAS FOUND NEAR BEAUMONT ON A HILL
NAMED SPINDLETOP 1n 1901. 1T WAS NOT THE
FIRST OIL FIELD IN THE UNITED STATES BUT
IT WAS THE FIRST BIG oIL FIELD.

BEFORE SPINDLETOP PEOPLE RODE -HORSES OR
WAGONS. AFTER SPINDLETOP THERE WAS
ENOUGH OIL TO MAKE GASOLINE. PEOPLE
INVENTED AUTOMOBILES AND AIRPLANES TO
USE THE GASOLINE. OIL HAS MADE OUR LIVES
MUCH EASIER SINCE SPINDLETOP.

PATTILLO HIGGINS WAS THE FIRST MAN TO
DRILL FOR OIL AT SPINDLETOP., HE PLANNED
TO BUILD A GREAT CITY. IT WOULD BE NAMED
GLADYS CITY IN HONOR OF A LITTLE GIRL IN
HIS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS.

BUT HIGGINS RAN OUT OF MONEY. ANOTHER
MAN FOUND THE blL FIRST., THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE CAME TO DRILL FOR OIL. THEY HOPED
TO GET RICH, A TOWN OF TENTS AND SHACKS

WAS BUILT. IT WAS CALLED GLADYS CITY
BECAUSE IT WAS ON THE SPOT WHERE
PATTILLO HIGGINS PLANNED TO BUILD HIS
GREAT CITY..IT WAS A WILD TOWN. IT WAS
SO WILD THAT IT WAS CALLED A BOOM TOWN.

HUNDREDS OF OIL WELLS WERE DRILLED.

SOON ALL OF THE OIL WAS GONE. THE PEOPLE
IN GLADYS CITY LEFT TO FIND NEW OIL
FIELDS. AFTER A FEW YEARS NOTHING WAS
LEFT OF GLADYS CITY,

TODAY THERE IS A NEW GLADYS cITY. IT IS
BUILT TO LOOK JUST LIKE THE REAL GLADYS
CITY DID MANY YEARS AGO. WHEN YOU VISIT
GLADYS CITY TODAY YOU CAN SEE HOW PEOPLE
LIVED DURING THE WILD DAYS OF THE
SPINDLETOP OIL FIELD.

wouLd YOU LIKE LIVING IN A BOOM TOWN
LIKE GLADYS CITY?
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PIPELINES WERE LAID 1"0 CARRY OIL FROM STORAGE TANKS TO THE REFINERIES.
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