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LAMAR UNIVERSITY 

BA-ASL STUDENT HANDBOOK 

  
Welcome  

 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Lamar University Bachelor of Arts in 

American Sign Language program, we would like to welcome you. We strive to foster 

student learning through active instruction, modeling, and developing and enhancing 

linguistic and pragmatic skills that promote student success. BA-ASL faculty encourage 

students to choose a track once they have completed the Introductory classes (DSDE 1374 

– Introduction to Deaf Studies, DSDE 1377 – Introduction to Deaf Education, and DSDE 

1378 - Introduction to Interpreting). Choosing early will help students track more quickly 

toward graduation. This handbook provides more detailed information regarding the BA-ASL 

degree, contacts, and program procedures. 

Program Learning Outcomes  

1. Prepare confident candidates who can achieve state and/or national certification and enter 

the profession as a competent practitioner.  

2. Promote competency in receptive and expressive skills through visual/gestural 

communication, register adaptation, cultural mediation, and linguistically competent 

communication. 

3. Promote ASL discourse and pragmatic skills through authentic language experiences in a 

variety of forums and on a variety of topics. 

4. Foster an environment that encourages and supports students entering careers in the field 

and/or pursuing graduate school. 
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Introduction 
 

The Department of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education (DSDE) aims to provide 

students with a contemporary, theory-supported, skill-based education and training in the 

areas of instruction for ASL students taking Languages Other Than English courses in 

public high schools, providing sign language interpretation with a focus on skills and 

knowledge needed in educational settings, and deaf community advocacy. This four-year 

program strives to graduate students with some level of certification in the area of their 

choosing and can be instrumental in assisting students to find employment following 

graduation. 

This BA-ASL Handbook is a supplement to the Lamar University Student Handbook. 

The university handbook is available at the following website: 

https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html. This document provides 

additional information for students beyond the scope of that text. The information found in 

this document is specific to the Bachelors of Arts in American Sign Language (BA-ASL) 

degree. 

Queries regarding information not found in the document can be addressed directly 

with Robert Hamilton (rhamilton@lamar.edu), Undergraduate Advising Center (UAC) 

Advisor for students who have earned less than 45 hours. Students with more that 45 

completed hours are advised by Dr. Zanthia Smith (zysmih@lamaredu), the DSDE BA-ASL 

program Director and Student Counselor. Additionally, BA-ASL faculty recommend 

sophomore students make themselves known to the DSDE faculty advisor to review their 

transcripts for possible early entry into upper-level and specialty courses. The DSDE 

advisor can also assist with transfer course questions, CLEP testing for ASL language 

https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html
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courses (ASL 1-4), and entry-level introductory coursework, if that coursework was 

completed at another institution, but not transferred to Lamar. 

The DSDE BA-ASL program offers three instructional tracks. Students should have 

determined their chosen track by their sophomore year. Courses are offered in sequence 

with limited course offerings during each semester. Students who have not made a choice 

by the second academic year run the risk of missing essential courses and not graduating in 

a timely manner. Once a choice is selected, advisors will channel each student toward the 

coursework associated with that specific track. 

The DSDE Department has both deaf and hearing faculty. DSDE office staff and ASL 

lab assistants also consist of deaf and hearing persons. The department is a signing 

environment. You may find information on each faculty member here: 

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/faculty-

and-staff-directory/index.html. It is expected that students demonstrate respect for the 

staff, the faculty and their deaf/hard of hearing peers by signing in and around the office. A 

white board is available at the front desk, if your communication skills are not yet at a level 

where you are able to communicate in sign. 

Student Code of Conduct  

All students are here to learn. All students are deserving of respect. Students are 

expected to adhere to the conduct policies as outlined in the University Student Handbook 

(https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html). The BA-ASL program trains 

students to work in service related fields, supporting members of the Deaf Community. 

Respect for both hearing and deaf communities is modeled. Students are expected to follow 

that example.  

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/faculty-and-staff-directory/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/faculty-and-staff-directory/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html
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Interpreting students also follow additional Code of Conduct policies. The Registry of 

Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) Code of Professional Conduct (CPC) should be reviewed, 

and adhered to, at the same level as standards performed by professionals in the field of 

sign language interpreting. The RID CPC can be located at 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_HBAap35D1R1MwYk9hTUpuc3M/view. A 

Disposition Statement will be utilized to provide feedback to students regarding their 

ability to follow the CPC, as well as interaction with their academic peers. Learning to 

follow these standards while training will help promote their usage after graduation.  

Grievance Procedures 
 

The procedures for grievances are outlined in the Grievances should be managed as 

outlined in the Lamar University Student Handbook 

(https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html). As indicated in that 

document, students should begin the grievance process by setting an appointment to 

discuss specific issues of concern with the instructor for the course addressed. If resolution 

has not been reached, students should contact their advisor to discuss options for the next 

step. The next point of contact would be the Chair of the department, followed by the 

College Dean. If resolution remains unattained, the student can then choose to have their 

issue addressed by the College Faculty-Student Relations Committee.  It is important that 

students follow the appropriate Chain of Command or run the risk of their issue being 

dismissed.  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_HBAap35D1R1MwYk9hTUpuc3M/view
https://www.lamar.edu/students/student-handbook.html
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New Student Information 
 

Students who are first-time enrollees and students who transfer from other 

institutions are considered new students. First-time enrollees can declare the BA-ASL 

major with their initial application. Transfer students who have earned less than 60-hours 

should contact the UAC for support with degree planning and support.  Students who have 

earned 45-hours of course credit will be tagged for transfer to the major department for 

future advising.  

Students often change from one major to another in college. It is expected that your 

interests will solidify when as you take classes. Any continuing student at Lamar University 

must have a GPA of 2.5 or better to transfer into ASL as a major. Discussion regarding 

double majors (majoring in mor than one program area) can be made with an advisor. 

High School ASL Coursework and CLEP Testing 

Students who have completed ASL classes at the high school level should contact the 

Program Director to inquire about testing out of lower-level ASL classes. This opportunity 

allows students to advance to higher level classes and avoid repetition of learned skills, as 

well as reduce communication variability across students within a single class. Advanced 

Standing Exams (ASE) or CLEP tests are given during the summer, coinciding with 

University Student Recruitment efforts. These tests may also be taken during the fall and 

spring semesters at the discretion of the ASL Program Director.  

Students must have an L number (LU ID#) to take an ASE/CLEP test. Students must 

satisfy the requirements for admission into Lamar University in order to receive an L 

number. Passing an ASE with a grade of B or more is equivalent to earning credit for a 

three-credit hour course. Students can take up to two test levels in one day. Each attempt 
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requires a grade of B or better to take the subsequent test. Students earning a grade of C on 

an ASE/CLEP are required to take that level ASL class. A grade of C indicates gaps in the 

student’s learning. A student in the ASE process can elect at any time (based on feedback 

from the test evaluators) to withdraw from further testing and take the next level class. 

The form to take ASE/CLEP tests (https://www.lamar.edu/faculty-

staff/_files/documents/academic-

affairs/forms/Advanced%20Standing%20Examinations%20November%202014%20Read

er%20Format.pdf) must be completed by the Program Director. Test fees are charged to 

the student’s account.  

Satisfying Core Component Area B  

Component Area B entails six hours of core coursework: 1) DSDE students are 

required to successfully complete ENGL 1302 with a C or higher for the first three-hour 

element. 2) Students who have successfully completed a second MATH course (MATH 1314 

or higher) or beyond MATH 1332 will have completed Component Area B. Other three-

hour core options for the second element must adhere to 090 Texas Common Core course 

requirements and should be addressed with your advisor. The options approved by Lamar 

University to fulfill the 090 requirement can be located at 

http://reports.thecb.state.tx.us/ibi_apps/WFServlet.  

Dual Credit (High Schools) 

 
College course credit may be earned through Dual Credit programs in Texas high 

schools that offer Americans Sign Language as a World Language. Any ASL course (ASL 1-4) 

with a passing grade that appears on a college transcript may be eligible for transfer to our 

https://www.lamar.edu/faculty-staff/_files/documents/academic-affairs/forms/Advanced%20Standing%20Examinations%20November%202014%20Reader%20Format.pdf
https://www.lamar.edu/faculty-staff/_files/documents/academic-affairs/forms/Advanced%20Standing%20Examinations%20November%202014%20Reader%20Format.pdf
https://www.lamar.edu/faculty-staff/_files/documents/academic-affairs/forms/Advanced%20Standing%20Examinations%20November%202014%20Reader%20Format.pdf
https://www.lamar.edu/faculty-staff/_files/documents/academic-affairs/forms/Advanced%20Standing%20Examinations%20November%202014%20Reader%20Format.pdf
http://reports.thecb.state.tx.us/ibi_apps/WFServlet
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program at Lamar. Check with your school counselor to find out if your program offers this 

option. 

Early College High School Programs 

 
Early College High School programs within the state of Texas may offer American 

Sign Language. Students completing AA degrees (core complete) with American Sign 

Language credit can contact a Lamar Advisor for degree completion coursework or can 

meet with an advisor during any Lamar University public recruitment event. Check with 

your school counselor to find out if your program offers this option. 

Transfer Students 

 

Transfer students should contact the BA-ASL Program Director/Student Counselor 

to review their transcripts for program planning toward graduation, and to choose the 

program track that meets their interest. Transfer credit hours are subject to the Texas 

Common Core Numbering System (TCCNS). Students can review the website at 

https://www.tccns.org/ to preview transfer availability between state campuses (colleges 

and universities) in Texas. Your completed transcript/s must be sent to LU Admissions and 

received by Lamar University. The LU Transcript Evaluator will the make the appropriate 

adjustments to the degree audit.  

As courses are on a rotating schedule, students should plan accordingly. Please 

understand that the more courses transferred to Lamar, depending on the courses, may 

cause your semester schedule to not be one based on 12 hours (full-time). This is especially 

true for students transferring to Lamar University having completed their core, but not 

having taken any ASL classes. Our upper-level courses are taught in sign language, 

requiring students to develop a certain level of fluency prior to enrolling in those courses. 

https://www.tccns.org/
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Many of these courses require successful completion of ASL 1-4. Students entering Lamar 

in the spring semester can take ASL 1 in the spring, ASL 2 and 3 during the summer, and 

ASL 4 in the fall to catch up linguistically.  

Students receiving financial aid may consider a minor to satisfy full-time 

requirements. If this is not a preferred option, the student may petition Financial Aid to be 

allowed support while not full-time. 

Community College Articulation Agreements 

 

Students transferring from A.A. or A.A.S. programs should consult their Community 

College program for a list of transfer courses. Coursework from these institutions is 

accepted as a block, meaning students must successfully complete the specific block of 

courses and graduate with the A.A. or A.A.S. degree prior to transferring to Lamar 

University. As per the Articulation Agreement, students will then take the remaining 

coursework, to obtain a bachelor’s degree in ASL from Lamar University. Contact your 

advisor to ask questions about Articulation Agreements. 

Identification of Major Codes 
 
 The default major code for all undergraduate ASL students is ASLG. Students will 

remain ASLG until they have met with the DSDE advisor to determine which track they will 

follow. Students should have a determined track by their sophomore year. Transfer 

students will be moved to their preferred track after meeting with the DSDE advisor. The 

major track codes are as follows: 

ASLG – All majors prior to determination of selected track. 

o ASLI – ASL Interpreting 

o ASLT – Teaching 
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o ASLA – Advocacy/Deaf Studies 

Students will receive their major codes from the DSDE advisor. Once your degree plan has 

been finalized, your audit should reflect the track you have chosen. Please review your 

degree audit and discuss any discrepancies with your advisor. 

Advising Assignments 

 

Students with less than 45 hours will be advised through the Undergraduate 

Advising Center. Students with more than 45 hours will be advised within the DSDE 

department.  Students will consult with the DSDE advisor to create a degree plan. Many 

upper-level classes are restricted access. Students should meet with their faculty advisor to 

plan/register for classes. Student should use Self-Service Banner – Degree Audit to track 

their progress towards graduation. Any concerns or issues regarding the Degree Audit 

should be addressed to the Faculty Advisor. 

Faculty Advisors 

Criteria Faculty/Staff Contact 
Less than 45 hours Robert Hamilton rhamilton@lamar.edu 
Transfers, Juniors, Seniors Dr. Zanthia Smith zysmith@lamar.edu 

 
 
 Faculty advisors are available more readily by email. Please allow 24 business hours 

for response. Emails sent on the weekends may not receive a response until the following 

Monday. 

Continuous Enrollment Policy 
 

Students entering the BA-ASL program will follow the degree plan 

in effect at the time of their entrance into the program. If, for any reason, a 

student leaves the university and is not enrolled for more than one year, the 

mailto:rhamilton@lamar.edu
mailto:zysmith@lamar.edu
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student becomes subject to the most recent degree plan. If you plan to withdraw 

from school and return at a later date, please see your advisor to modify your 

degree plan and to determine how this delay will affect your graduation from 

the program. 

Standards for Adequate Academic Progress 
 

Students must maintain a 2.0 or better overall and a 2.5 or better 

in the major to be considered in good standing. Student in the teaching track 

must maintain a GPA of 2.75 or better to continue in the PEDG program. Students 

considering graduate school should maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better. Any student 

falling below a GPA of 2.0 will be placed on academic probation. See Lamar University 

handbook for information on how to return to good standing. 

Students must earn B or better in all DSDE language, practicum and internship 

courses. Students earning non-passing grades in a DSDE course must retake the course for 

credit. Students not successfully completing ASL classes will be automatically dropped 

from a succeeding sequence class, if already registered. 

Transferring from Another Degree Program 

  
Students transferring from other programs to the BA-ASL must submit a Change of 

Major form. This form is found the University website, or you may contact the Advisor for a 

form. This form requires a signature from the department you are leaving and the 

department you are transferring to. Students transferring to the BA-ASL program from an 

alternate major must have a 2.5 overall GPA to transfer.  
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Transferring Between Tracks 

Students should see an advisor if they are considering transfers between or BA-ASL 

tracks. There is only one BA-ASL degree. Changing tracks does not necessitate a change of 

major form. Students may use their degree electives to take coursework in parallel tracks. 

Completion of two tracks is possible but may be prohibited by financial aid. Please 

understand that any additional credit hours may necessitate delaying your graduation. 

Fall, Spring, and Summer Semester Schedules   

Course schedules are available during the fall, spring and summer semesters. Course 

schedules available in the spring identify the spring, and spring mini-semester (May) 

courses. Summer schedules indicate four summer sessions (Summer 1 – June through mid-

July, Summer II – mid-July through August, Summer III (mid-June through mid-July), and 

Summer IV (June through August). Fall schedules include fall and fall mini-semester 

courses. Schedules are available online at the University website. Students should note that 

mini-semester courses, predominantly core courses, are available as online courses only. 

Only one mini-semester course can be taken at a time. You must seek an advisor before 

registering for these courses. Courses taken must be on your degree plan to be eligible for 

financial aid. 

Each course has a Course Registration Number (CRN), which is the identifier for that 

particular course. CRN are five-digit number codes. Check your schedule carefully. 

Transposition of the digits may place you in the wrong class.  

While students may register themselves for some lower-level classes, many upper-level 

course are restricted. This is intended as a failsafe to prevent students for registering for 
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courses they may not be ready to take or taking courses that do not prescribe to the 

guidelines of their individual degree audit.  

Study Abroad Information 
 
 Lamar University administration, College programs and faculty are strong 

supporters of student experiential learning opportunities. These opportunities include 

study abroad (SA) coursework. Students can find SA opportunities within their academic 

program but are welcome to apply for SA coursework in other departments, if the courses 

can be applied to their degree plan. SA consists of six-hours of coursework conducted in a 

country outside of the United States. These opportunities occur primarily during the 

summer months. DSDE 2371 (ASL III) is a pre-requisite for SA. 

Previous SA trips occurred in Paris, France (June 2017), Barcelona, Spain (June 

2018), Paris, France (July 2019) to coincide with the World Association of Sign Language 

interpreters (WASLI) and World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) Conferences, and Taiwan 

(2023). DSDE students who have completed ASL III are eligible to participate if they have 

course availability in their degree plan. If you think you might be interested in a future SA 

opportunity, please see your advisor so that that coursework can be reflected in your 

degree plan and satisfy the requirements of student financial aid support. See sections 

described in each track to determine eligibility for study abroad courses. 
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Academic Requirements, Policies, and Procedures 
 

BA-ASL Teaching Track Students 
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Teaching Track 

 

A GPA of 2.75 or better, plus the completion of 45 credit hours is required for entry 

into the Education Department Pedagogy (PEDG) program. Students following this track 

are also required to complete their English and Math coursework (with a C or better) prior 

to acceptance into the teaching program.  

Courses in the PEDG program must be taken in sequence. That sequence requires a 

full two years of coursework. Any student delaying entry into the PEDG program at the 

appropriate time will delay their progress toward graduation.  

Required PEDG courses are (as seen on the degree plan): 

PEDG 2310 Introduction to Teacher Education 

PEDG 3300 Human Growth & Learning 

READ 3326 Reading/Literacy 

PEDG 3380 Secondary Curriculum Methods 

PEDG 4340 Elementary Classroom Management (EC-12) 

PEDG 4630 Clinical Teaching 

and, one of the following: 

PEDG 2342 Diversity of Learners 

PEDG 4355 Inclusion in the Classroom 

Students can view the BA-ASL degree plan (Teacher track) on the university 

website. https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-

education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html. A degree plan is also 

available in this document. PEDG requirements can be viewed at 

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
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https://www.lamar.edu/catalog-2013-2014/education-and-human-development/prof-

pedagogy.html.  

Advising for PEDG Coursework 

Permission must be obtained from both faculty advisors (DSDE and PEDG) to take 

PEDG coursework. Students must apply and be accepted to the Educator Prep Program. 

Students cannot have a D in their major when applying to the EPP. Once the student’s 

transcripts have been evaluated and confirmed, the PEDG department will place the 

student in the requested class/es. 

Professional Etiquette 

Students entering the teaching profession are required to adhere to the code of conduct 

of their working professional peers. The code of conduct can be found in the Field EPP 

Experience Handbook. Any student who is unsuccessful in the program or who chooses to 

withdraw from the PEDG program option should consult the DSDE advisor. 

Classroom Observation and Clinical Teaching Placement 

PEDG coursework (PEDG 2310, PEDG 3300, PEDG 3380 and PEDG 4340) require 

classroom observation hours. The number of observation hours varies across courses. See 

your course syllabi for specifics on required observation hours.  

Placement for classroom observation for PEDG 2310 and PEDG 3300 are made by 

the Field Experience Office in the Education Department. These placements tend to be local 

(Beaumont and surrounding areas). A content-specific course related to classroom 

structure and management in the ASL classroom (DSDE 4309) is provided in the DSDE 

program. Observation hours for PEDG 3380, PEDG 4340, and DSDE 4309, as well as Clinical 

Teaching placement, are managed by the DSDE Field Supervisor. DSDE 4309 requires 30 

https://www.lamar.edu/catalog-2013-2014/education-and-human-development/prof-pedagogy.html
https://www.lamar.edu/catalog-2013-2014/education-and-human-development/prof-pedagogy.html
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hours of classroom observation. This course can be paired with PEDG 3380 and/or PEDG 

4340. 

Students must complete their 14-week Clinical Teaching experience within the state 

of Texas, but can determine where, within the state, they wish to be placed. Students may 

not conduct their Clinical Teaching at a site which already employs a relative. Placement 

will be determined based on availability, location, and Supervising Teacher experience.  

The teaching track courses can be completed in four years. The courses are offered 

in the sequence described in the degree plan. Any disruption (dropping a class, non-passing 

grade, failure to follow course sequence, etc.). will result in a delay for graduation. 

Certification Exams 

 Students will need a TEA ID (https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/) and a Texas Educator 

Certification Examination Program ID (http://www.tx.nesinc.com/) to register for any 

state test. PEDG instructor will inform students when they need to apply for these IDs. 

Four proficiency exams are required for students preparing to teach American Sign 

Language in high schools across Texas. BA-ASL students must pass (1) the content area 

written test (TExES #184) and (2) the Lamar University Pedagogy and Professional 

Responsibilities EC-12 (PPR) test at 75% or better to be placed for clinical teaching. A fee of 

$10 is assessed for each attempt of the LU PPR. The number of attempts is limited. Students 

who do not pass the LU PPR will not be allowed to continue in that program.  

It is recommended that students also take the performance test, (3) the Texas 

Assessment of Sign Communication – American Sign Language (TASC-ASL; TExES #073) 

prior to clinical teaching as it is given only a limited number of times per year. It is also 

recommended that students take (4) the state PPR (TExES #160) as soon as possible to 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.tx.nesinc.com/


 20 

complete the last certification test prior to graduation. Permission to take the state PPR 

must be obtained from the PEDG program. Permission to take the state content tests for 

ASL must be obtained from the DSDE advisor. 

Study and resource sessions are provided for each test. TExES and Certification 

information is further described on the LU website 

(https://www.lamar.edu/education/texes-and-certification/lamar-proficiency-

test/index.html). Students who successfully complete Clinical Teaching and the content test 

requirements are eligible for employment upon completion of their degree. 

Deaf Education Certification 
 

Lamar University does not offer an undergraduate degree in Deaf Education. Lamar 

University offers a Master’s degree in Deaf Education 

(https://www.lamar.edu/catalog/fine-arts-and-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-

education.html). Entrance into this program requires a completed bachelor’s degree, 

proficiency in ASL, and content area (English/language Arts, Science, Social Studies, or 

Mathematics, etc.) coursework. Students wishing to pursue this area of certification should 

meet with an advisor to discuss options at the undergraduate level which will lend support 

to this option. Students who have completed the BA-ASL with certification can also pursue 

a master’s degree post-certification. 

Study Abroad Options for Teaching Track Students 
 
 Students in the teaching track have six credit hours of electives. Completion of ASL 3 

is a requirement for study abroad for the BA-ASL program. Students can choose to study 

abroad or to take DSDE elective coursework on campus. Up to six credit hours can be 

https://www.lamar.edu/education/texes-and-certification/lamar-proficiency-test/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/education/texes-and-certification/lamar-proficiency-test/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/catalog/fine-arts-and-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education.html
https://www.lamar.edu/catalog/fine-arts-and-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education.html
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utilized for study abroad. Meet with an advisor if you are interested in this option to avoid 

financial aid and degree audit issues.  

In order to complete the degree plan in four years, courses must be taken in order 

and on time. The degree plan for the teaching track is as follows: 
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Lamar University 
Revised BA-American Sign Language (Teaching Certification) 

 
Name _________________________                                      L# ____________________________ 

 
FALL      SPRING 

FIRST YEAR 
 

ENGL 1301      ENGL 1302     

DSDE 1371 ASL I      DSDE 1372 ASL II     

HIST 1301      HIST 1302     

MATH 1332 or higher      Component Area Option(6)     

DSDE 1374 Deaf Studies      DSDE 1377 Intro to Deaf Ed      

    15      15 

 
SECOND YEAR 

 
LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (1)      SCIENCE (3)     

POLS 2301      POLS 2302     

DSDE 2371 ASL III      DSDE 2372 ASL IV      

DSDE 1375 Bilingual Theories      CREATIVE ARTS (2)     

DSDE 1378 Introduction to Interpreting      PEDG 2310 Intro to Teach Ed (4)     

DSDE 1376 Fingerspelling          15 

    18       

 
 

THIRD YEAR 
 

DSDE 2377 ASL Structure      DSDE 3302 ASL VI     

DSDE 3301 ASL V      DSDE 4308 Teaching ASL     

DSDE 3307 ASL Lit./ Visual Media      DSDE 4310 Sign Lang & Codes     

PEDG 3300 Human Growth & 
Learning 

     DSDE 4311 ASL Linguistics     

READ 3326 Reading/Literacy      DSDE 4309 PRA: Observation     

PSYC 2301      DSDE Elective (5)     

    18      18 

 
FOURTH YEAR 

 
      PEDG 4620 Clinical Teaching     

PEDG 3380 Secondary Curr/ Meth           

PEDG 4340 Elem Class Management           
SCIENCE (3)           

PEDG 2342/PEDG 4355           

DSDE Elective (5)    15      6 

 
Notes (120 total hours): 

(1) LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (3 hours): ENGL 2326 or ENGL 2331 
(2) CREATIVE ARTS (3 hours): THEA 1310 or ARTS 1301 
(3) SCIENCE (6 hours): SPSC 1301, GEOL 1390 
(4) Requirements for entry into the Teacher Education Preparation Program: https://www.lamar.edu/education/teacher-education/current-

students/policies-of-the-lamar-university-educator-preparation-program.html  
(5) DSDE electives: DSDE 3303, DSDE 3311, DSDE 3312, DSDE 3321, DSDE 3322, DSDE 3324, DSDE 3374, DSDE 4313, DSDE 4314, or DSDE 4315 
(6) Core option - BA Students must fulfill 42 hours of core courses. 39 hours are specified in the degree plan. The remaining three hours based 

on Texas Core 090 requirements will vary. Discuss your options with the advisor. 
 

 

 

https://www.lamar.edu/education/teacher-education/current-students/policies-of-the-lamar-university-educator-preparation-program.html
https://www.lamar.edu/education/teacher-education/current-students/policies-of-the-lamar-university-educator-preparation-program.html


 23 

Academic Requirements, Policies, and Procedures 
 

BA-ASL Interpreting Track Students 
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Interpreting Track 

 

The BA-ASL program offers classes that introduce students to the field of 

interpreting, with a focus on providing sign language interpretation in educational settings. 

An introductory course, DSDE 1378 Introduction to Interpreting is required for all BA-ASL 

majors. This course provides insight into varying aspects of the field of interpreting. 

Contact the BA-ASL advisor to seek additional information about this track. 

Students interested in the interpreting track should have completed or be currently 

co-enrolled in ASL IV and Intro to Interpreting.  Students must consult the Advisor prior to 

taking DSDE 2378 Interpreting I. Students with prior ASL experience may be eligible to 

take this class early. Depending on their performance in DSDE 2378 Interpreting I, students 

who are not successful may not be placed in DSDE 3378 Interpreting II until the 

appropriate level of skills have been demonstrated. 

Students should view the BA-ASL degree plan (Interpreting track) on the university 

website.  https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-

education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html.   

Interpreting Course Sequence 

DSDE 1378 Introduction to Interpreting (fall course) 

DSDE 2378 Interpreting I (spring course) 

DSDE 3304 Sign to Voice (spring course) 

DSDE 3378 Interpreting II (fall course) 

DSDE 4378 Interpreting III (spring course) 

DSDE 3314 Interactive Interpreting (fall course) 

DSDE 4621 Interpreting internship (spring course) 

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
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Practicum/Internship 

DSDE 4309 Practicum requires 75 observation hours. Students meet with the 

Placement Supervisor to determine placement.  

DSDE 4621 is the Interpreting Internship course (350 hours).  With assistance from 

the Practicum/Internship Supervisor, students are required to seek and obtain 

placement.  Internships are based on availability of placements and are not 

guaranteed.  You will likely have to travel outside of the Beaumont area to complete your 

internship. Many placement sites require a professional portfolio. The portfolio includes a 

resume and samples of your interpreting abilities (receptive and expressive). The portfolio 

must be completed in a timely fashion to allow for evaluation at the placement site prior to 

placement. 

The interpreting track coursework can be completed in four years. The courses are 

offered in the sequence described in the degree plan. Any disruption (dropping a class, 

non-passing grade, failure to follow course sequence, etc.). will result in a delay for 

graduation. 

Study Abroad Options for Interpreting Students 
 
 Students in the interpreting track have nine credit hours of electives. Students can 

choose to study abroad or to take academic interpreter-related coursework on campus. Up 

to six credit hours can be utilized for study abroad. Meet with an advisor if you are 

interested in this option to avoid financial aid and degree audit issues.  
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Certification 

 While state interpreter certification is not a requirement for graduation, students 

should through their academic learning, prepare to take the BEI Test of English Proficiency 

prior to graduation. Our goal is for all students to obtain some level of basic interpreting 

certification prior to graduation.  
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Lamar University 
Revised BA-American Sign Language (Interpreting) 

 
Name _________________________                                      L# ____________________________ 

 
FALL      SPRING 

FIRST YEAR 
 

ENGL 1301      ENGL 1302     

DSDE 1371 ASL I      DSDE 1372 ASL II     

HIST 1301      HIST 1302     

MATH 1332 or higher      Component Area Option (5)     

DSDE 1374 Deaf Studies      DSDE 1377 Intro to Deaf Ed      

    15      15 

 
SECOND YEAR 

 

LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (1)      SCIENCE (3)     

POLS 2301      POLS 2302     

DSDE 2371 ASL III      DSDE 2372 ASL IV      

DSDE 1375 Bilingual Theories      CREATIVE ARTS (2)     

DSDE 1378 Introduction to Interpreting      DSDE 2378 Interpreting I     

DSDE 1376 Fingerspelling           

    18      15 

 
THIRD YEAR 

 

DSDE 2377 ASL Structure      DSDE 3302 ASL VI     

DSDE 3301 ASL V      DSDE 3304 Sign-to-Voice     

DSDE 3307 ASL Lit./ Visual Media      DSDE 4310 Sign Lang & Codes     

DSDE Elective (4)      DSDE 4311 ASL Linguistics     

PSYC 2301      DSDE 4378 Interpreting III     

DSDE 3378 Interpreting II       DSDE 4313 K-12 interpreting     

    18      18 

 
FOURTH YEAR 

 

DSDE 4309 PRA: Observation       DSDE 4621 Interpreting Internship     

DSDE Elective (4)           

DSDE 3314 Interactive interpreting           

DSDE Elective (4)           

SCIENCE (3)           

    15      6 

 
Notes (120 total hours): 

(7) LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (3 hours): ENGL 2326 or ENGL 2331 
(8) CREATIVE ARTS (3 hours): THEA 1310 or ARTS 1301 
(9) SCIENCE (6 hours): SPSC 1301, GEOL 1390 
(10) DSDE Electives (6 hours): DSDE 3303, DSDE 3311, DSDE 3312, DSDE 3374, DSDE 3321, DSDE 3322, DSDE 4313, DSDE 4322, or DSDE 4314 

(11) Core option - BA Students must fulfill 42 hours of core courses. 39 hours are specified in the degree plan. The remaining three hours based 
on Texas Core 090 requirements will vary. Discuss your options with the advisor. 
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Academic Requirements, Policies, and Procedures 
 

BA-ASL Advocacy Track Students 
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Advocacy Track 

 

The focus of the Advocacy/Deaf Studies track is on the training of professionals for 

community service and advocacy with deaf and hard of hearing individuals. Students should 

talk to an advisor to determine whether this is the track for you.  

The advocacy courses present an overview of issues related to human rights, policies, 

advocacy, and services for individuals who are deaf and hard of hearing. Advocacy is a broad 

topic. Topics addressed include self-advocacy, advocacy for individuals who are deaf and hard 

of hearing and their families, advocacy for the Deaf community and Deaf schools, as well as 

civil and human rights advocacy. Advocacy also includes a review of public support and 

resources. Students will determine how to alter public opinion, correct misassumptions, and 

promote public awareness of the needs of deaf and hard of hearing individuals. 

The advocacy track can be completed in four years. The courses are offered in the 

sequence described in the degree plan. Any disruption (dropping a class, non-passing 

grade, failure to follow course sequence, etc.). will result in a delay for graduation. 

Study Abroad Options for Advocacy Track Students 
 
 Students following the advocacy track have nine credit hours of electives. Students 

can choose to study abroad, take academic advocacy-related coursework on campus, (i.e., 

Psychology, Social Work, Criminal Justice, Family Studies) to fulfill those requirements. Up 

to six credit hours can be utilized for study abroad. Meet with an advisor if you are 

interested in this option to avoid financial aid or degree audit issues.  

Employment Opportunities 

Advocacy job opportunities depend on your area of interest. Advocacy students can work 

as classroom aides in Deaf Education programs, community service positions as liaisons for 
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persons who are deaf/hard of hearing, Deaf Action Centers, organizational leaders for national 

and international Deaf organizations, mentors for students who are deaf/hard of hearing, non-

profit agencies, parent advocates, job coaches, residential school staff, support service providers, 

etc. 

Students should view the BA-ASL degree plan (Advocacy/Deaf Studies track) on the 

university website. https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-

education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html. A copy of the degree 

plan follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
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Lamar University 
Revised BA-American Sign Language (Advocacy) 

 
Name _________________________                                      L# ____________________________ 

 
FALL      SPRING 

FIRST YEAR 
 

ENGL 1301      ENGL 1302     

DSDE 1371 ASL I      DSDE 1372 ASL II     

HIST 1301      HIST 1302     

MATH 1332 or higher      Component Area Option (5)     

DSDE 1374 Deaf Studies      DSDE 1377 Intro to Deaf Ed      

    15      15 

 
SECOND YEAR 

 

LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (1)      SCIENCE (3)     

POLS 2301      POLS 2302     

DSDE 2371 ASL III      DSDE 2372 ASL IV      

DSDE 1375 Bilingual Theories      CREATIVE ARTS (2)     

DSDE 1378 Introduction to Interpreting      DSDE 3311 Advocacy & Services     

DSDE Elective(4)      DSDE 1376 Fingerspelling     

    18      18 

 
THIRD YEAR 

 

DSDE 2377 ASL Structure      DSDE 3302 ASL VI     

DSDE 3301 ASL V      DSDE 4308 Teaching ASL     

DSDE 3307 ASL Lit./ Visual Media      DSDE 4322 Research Applications     

DSDE Elective (4)      DSDE 4310 Sign Lang & Codes     

PSYC 2301      DSDE 4311 ASL Linguistics     

DSDE Elective (4)           

    18      15 

 
FOURTH YEAR 

 

DSDE Elective (4)       DSDE 4620 Advocacy Internship     

DSDE 3303 Diverse Deaf Communities           

DSDE 3312 Social Justice & Advocacy           

DSDE Elective (4)           

SCIENCE (3)           

    15      6 

 
Notes (120 total hours): 
(12) LANG, PHIL, AND CULTURE (3 hours): ENGL 2326 or ENGL 2331 
(13) CREATIVE ARTS (3 hours): THEA 1310 or ARTS 1301 
(14) SCIENCE (6 hours): SPSC 1301, GEOL 1390  
(15) DSDE Electives (12 hours): DSDE 2373, DSDE 3321, DSDE 3322, DSDE 3324, DSDE 3374, DSDE 4313, or DSDE 4314 
(16) Core option - BA Students must fulfill 42 hours of core courses. 39 hours are specified in the degree plan. The remaining three hours based 

on Texas Core 090 requirements will vary. Discuss your options with the advisor. 
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Minor in ASL 

 

Students who are non-majors may pursue a minor in ASL.  Students interested in the 

minor in ASL should contact the BA-ASL advisor. Students should view the BA-ASL Minor 

requirements on the university website: https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-

communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-

language.html. 

The minor in ASL creates a unique opportunity to develop language skills and is an 

academic option for non-majors of ASL. This minor would complement coursework for 

majors in Speech and Hearing Sciences, Communication, English and Modern Languages, 

Nursing, as well as teacher certification majors. 

Students will be required to complete a total of 21 semester hours beyond the 

communication core (ASL I) to earn a minor in American Sign Language. A total of 12 hours 

beyond most BA foreign language requirements of 12 hours (beginning and intermediate 

level courses) would enable students to complete the minor. The courses listed below are 

within the current curriculum of the bachelor’s degree in American Sign Language. 

 

Pre-requisite Course…………………………………………………………………………. 3 semester hours 

  
a. DSDE 1371 American Sign Language I (currently offered as a Communications Core 
course.) 
  
Students who aspire to minor in ASL must complete 21 hours beyond the Communication 
Core requirement. A grade of “C” or better is required to pass each course. 
  
Required Courses…………………………………………………………12 semester hours 

  
a. DSDE 1372American Sign Language II 
b. DSDE 1374Introduction to Deaf Studies 

c. DSDE 2371American Sign Language III 
d. DSDE 2372American Sign Language IV 

  

https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
https://www.lamar.edu/fine-arts-communication/deaf-studies-deaf-education/academic-programs/b-a-in-american-sign-language.html
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Electives…………………………………………………………………….. 9 semester hours 

  
a. 9 hours of Advanced (3000-4000 level) ASL electives. DSDE minor course options do not 
include courses for which DSDE 2378 (Interpreting I) is a prerequisite. 
  
Minimum Requirement for BA-ASL Minor 

Total hours: 24 

Minimum BA-ASL GPA: 2.5 

 
 
Study Abroad Options for Minor Students 
 
 Students minoring in ASL have nine credit hours of upper-level electives. 

Completion of ASL 3 is a requirement for study abroad for the BA-ASL program. Students 

can choose to study abroad or to take DSDE coursework on campus. Up to six credit hours 

can be utilized for study abroad. Meet with an advisor if you are interested in this option to 

avoid financial aid or degree audit issues.  
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Student Support Services 
 
Tutoring Services  
 

Student Tutoring and Retention Services (STARS) is a student support program. 

STARS provides tutoring services for Core classes and class that are considered 

challenging. The STARS program is stationed in the Communications building. For more 

information about this program, please visit their website: 

https://www.lamar.edu/student-tutoring-and-retention/. STARS also supports tutoring 

services for sign language students. The sign language lab is housed in the DSDE office 

space, room 107F. 

ASL Tutoring Lab 
 

DSDE houses ASL tutoring services designed to align with the ASL course 

curriculum. Students taking ASL I to VI are required to complete a specified number of 

hours to meet course requirements. The purpose of this requirement is to provide 

individualized and customized support for individual students to better guide their 

language learning.      

DSDE’s ASL tutoring services consists of ASL I group tutoring and walk-in tutoring. 

During these sessions, the tutor works closely with students to provide feedback and 

guidance using the existing curriculum. Weekly attendance is tracked and shared with ASL 

instructors for grading purposes. The second service, walk-in tutoring, is provided for all 

DSDE students with a primary focus on those taking ASL II to VI. The schedule for walk-in 

tutors depends on tutor availability which is set up at the beginning of each semester. The 

ASL laboratory is located in Communication Building #107F and open from 9am to 5pm, 

https://www.lamar.edu/student-tutoring-and-retention/
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however, tutoring time may subject to change in case of emergencies. Students can check 

the weekly lab schedule at the kiosk in the front office. 

ASL instructors provide lab assignments or activities, however students are not 

limited to those activities. Any student can request support in developing sign proficiency. 

Students are also encouraged to chat with lab tutors, if formal tutoring is not in session. 

For appropriate use of the lab and to respect ASL space in DSDE, students are not 

allowed to use their voice in the lab. Furthermore, the lab is to be kept clean at all times. 

Food is not permitted. Only drinking containers with tops are allowed. If these rules are not 

complied with, this may result in asking the person(s) at fault to leave the lab.  

ASL Video Lab 

DSDE provides a video lab (with a variety of backdrops) for expressive assignments. 

Students are required to reserve time in the lab. This lab is available for filming video 

projects during normal business hours. This space is utilized for video development 

including videotaping, video recording, and editing. This space allows for DSDE students, 

faculty, and staff to develop various kinds of videos such as ASL videos and ASL-to-voice 

and voice-to-ASL videos. The lab consists of two iMacs, a camcorder available upon loan, a 

few tripods, and light fixtures, backgrounds, but is subject to change. The lab, located in 

Communication Building #193, is available from 9am to 4pm Monday through Friday. 

Students may reserve this space no later than 3:00 PM. To maintain the use of space, food 

and beverages are not allowed, the lab is to be kept closed at all times, and cleaned up after 

each session. If students are not in compliance, this may result in a temporary ban from the 

lab. 
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DSDE Research Labs 
 

Faculty in the DSDE Department are actively involved in research in the field. We 

welcome student involvement, and have related degree coursework to promote research 

development. Students can take the classes DSDE 3322 Research Theory and 4322 

Research Application, or talk to faculty to identify their research interests and request to 

participate. Course assignments throughout the curriculum are intended to encourage all 

undergraduate students to participate in the research process. 

Disability Resource Center (DRC) 

 

Students who require additional assistance or modification to the standard 

instructional programs need to contact the DRC for accommodations. More information 

regarding the DRC can be found in the general Student Handbook and the web 

(https://www.lamar.edu/disability-resource-center/index.html). 

 

 

  

https://www.lamar.edu/disability-resource-center/index.html
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Student Organizations 
 
Signing Cardinals  
 

Signing Cardinals is the BA-ASL Student Organization. The purpose of this 

organization is to provide a forum for ASL users to interact in an engaging, social 

environment. Events are held in the evenings to align with student availability. Events 

include silent dinners, game nights, Froyo nights, Deaf movie nights, as well as sponsored 

events with the local Deaf community. Students are encouraged to join student 

organizations and participate in learning experiences with their peers. Signing Cardinals 

can be contacted on their university webpage (https://orgsync.com/24204/chapter) or 

through their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/signing.cardinals). 

ASL Cardinal Community 
 

New students are encouraged to join the Cardinal Community (CC) associated with 

the major. Cardinal Communities provide opportunities for students to interact with their 

peers outside of the classroom setting. Students can remain in the community throughout 

their academic careers, however, the focus of the activities is on entry-level students. More 

experienced students will develop cohorts which will provide support during their later 

academic career.  

In the ASL Cardinal Community, students are assigned a mentor (advanced student) 

whose responsibility is to support their academic development. CC sponsors speakers, 

weekly campus activities, and events. Cardinal Community includes opportunities to be 

connected through both living and learning communities. 

 
 
 

https://orgsync.com/24204/chapter
https://www.facebook.com/signing.cardinals
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Recruitment 
 

Individuals can make inquiries regarding the BA-ASL degree to the DSDE Chair, Dr. 

Diane Clark, or the Program Director, Dr. Zanthia Smith. Lamar University offers  a number 

of recruiting measures during the fall and spring (open house events) which increase in 

number during the summer months. The University sponsors recruiters who travel across 

Texas and surrounding states to interact with prospective students.  

The BA-ASL program recruits through visits to high school programs, community 

colleges, deaf social events and open-house events. Our practicum students and clinical 

interns also serve as ambassadors. If you are an educational institution or an individual 

seeking information about our program, you can review our website or contact us directly 

at the addresses listed in this document. Our faculty attend each university sponsored and 

community event. Inquiries into our program are also answered at those locations. 

 
Map 

 
DSDE is located in the Communications Building (#22).  We are near the tennis courts 

and across from the police station. - https://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/campus-

map/index.html 

 
  

https://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/campus-map/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/campus-map/index.html
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Graduation 

 

Each student should meet with the advisor during the junior year to create a plan 

for graduation. Be aware that any changes to the plan may have the effect of delaying 

graduation. Once the plan has been developed, the student will be able to track the level of 

degree completion on Self-Service Banner. Prior to applying for graduation, the student 

should meet with the advisor to review course completion progress. Students are 

encouraged to consult their own Degree Audit to ensure that the courses being taken, and or 

completed match the degree audit. A minimum of 120 hours on the BA-ASL degree plan is 

required for graduation. Of the 120 hours, a minimum of 45 hours must be from upper-

level (3000-4000) courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


