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Biography 
 
Erik Stromberg became the first Executive Director of the Center for Advances in Port 
Management at Lamar University in May of 2016. He is responsible for developing 
curriculum and courses for the fully accredited Masters in Port and Terminal 
Management degree while also recruiting students, guest lecturers, and adjunct faculty. 
Stromberg proudly teaches the Center’s flagship course, Introduction to Port and 
Marine Terminal Management, which helps acclimate working industry professionals 
back in to the academic world while also proving key knowledge necessary to navigate 
both the master’s program and the industries they serve. Stromberg continuously 
promotes all aspects of the Center and has been successfully identifying and 
implementing industry relevant research projects from the onset. 
 
Upon hiring, Mr. Stromberg initiated Lamar University partnerships the American 
Association of Port Authorities and the Port Management Association of the Caribbean, 
and signed an MOU with both organizations. Under his leadership, the Center is 
currently overseeing 20+ internally funded research projects. The Center also has 
externally funded research projects and collaborations within multiple areas of the port 
and terminal industries including but not limited to the Houston Ship Channel, Lone Star 
Harbor Safety, and the Ports of Houston and Oakland. 
 
Mr. Stromberg currently serves as an honorary member of the American Association of 
Port Authorities (AAPA) as well as a member of the following AAPA committees: Harbors 
and Navigation, Facilities Engineering, Maritime Economic Development, and Finance. 
He is currently the chairman of the Transportation Research Board’s Port Automation 
Subcommittee, serves as committee lead for Strategic Asset Management, and is a 
member of the Ports and Channels committee. 
 
Prior to being hired by Lamar University, Stromberg spent the past 30-plus years 
working for and in the port and maritime transportation industries. His career is 
highlighted by his leadership as CEO of both the AAPA (1987-1995), and the North 
Carolina State Ports Authority (1995-2004). Stromberg’s port career tracks back to 1982 
when, as a Congressional Fellow, he worked on landmark maritime legislation—the 
1984 Shipping Act and the 1986 Water Resources Development Act. He then worked for 
the Federal Maritime Commission, where he was responsible for writing key regulations 



 

that implemented the 1984 Shipping Act. For the past ten-plus years, Stromberg has 
served as a port industry consultant.  
 
Stromberg’s consulting experience has focused on strategic asset management—a risk-
based, life-cycle approach to optimal capital investment decision-making—which he has 
steadfastly advocated and which is now acknowledged and accepted as a port 
management imperative.  Based on his port industry leadership he has also provided 
consulting services in the areas of strategic planning, public and government relations, 
public/private partnership strategies, governance and organizational structure.  
 
 
 
 


