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With Cardinal Pride,

Tracy Benson, Ph.D.
Interim Dean, College of
Engineering
Jack Gill Endowed Chair

What is curiosity? The dictionary defines curiosity as “a strong desire to know or
learn something.” As a five-year old boy, my hometown veterinarian hoisted me
onto a stool and had me peer through a microscope to see a parasite that had
infested my dog’s fur. That vet, perhaps unknowingly, created a burning desire of
curiosity within me. A curiosity that I have carried throughout my whole life. Do
have that curiosity? Do you have a desire to learn how science moves from an idea
to the energy or products that we use in our everyday lives? If so, you are already
on the path to becoming an engineer.
 
At Lamar University, you can continue along your engineering path by joining any
of our College of Engineering outreach programs. We host engineering summer
camps for junior high and high school students, robotics competitions for 3rd – 5th
graders, and a Discover Engineering event every spring. These opportunities will
fuel your curiosity!
 
Student life in the College of Engineering at Lamar University offers more than just
going to class and homework. Through our various student organizations, students
develop leadership skills, compete at competitions, and network with our local
industry representatives. Students also have the opportunity to perform research
alongside our faculty and present their research at scientific and engineering
conferences. In addition, student support includes a Math Bootcamp (the week
before the fall semester begins), an entire student success team (that includes
tutoring), and an outstanding co-op program!

MESSAGE FROM
THE DEAN

Dr.tracy benson
College of Engineering, interim Dean

P A G E  T H R E E  |  D E A N ’ S  M E S S A G E

Your curiosity will continue to grow
at Lamar University, and I look
forward to seeing you at our College
of Engineering events. Who knows?
You may become the next NASA
engineer, designing the next Curiosity
Mars rover. Come See for Yourself!



Throughout the summer, Lamar
University's College of Engineering
held four annual summer camps
geared towards engaging sixth
grade – 12th grade students. 
 
Lamar Introduction to Engineering
(LITE) camp allowed middle school
students from surrounding areas to
be introduced to different
engineering disciplines over a week. 

“The camp was helpful to kids
because it introduced them to
different engineering professions,
and how each profession works,”
Reece Rodgers, sophomore
chemical engineering major said.
“One of the things they learned is
how chemical reactions work. For
example, how vinegar reacts to
baking soda to create foam. And
how they can manipulate it to
make it more explosive or less
explosive.”  

P A G E  F O U R  |  S U M M E R  C A M P S

COE HOSTS FREE SUMMER
CAMPS TO FOSTER
FUTURE STEM LEADERS
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“Teamwork, communication skills, and the ability to quickly adapt in
situations are all skills the students were able to display,” Senior chemical
engineering major Isabel Martinez said. “As students advance in their degree,
these are the key skills they need to become career ready professionals.”  

Students were also able to work with
industry partners, such as Motiva,
BASF TotalEnergies Petrochemicals
LLC, ExxonMobil, and Chevron Phillips
Chemical. These industry partners
make this camp possible through
their sponsorships. These
sponsorships support the various
College of Engineering summer
camps, allowing for all students to
attend free of charge. 
  
“The camps give our community
members the opportunity to learn
future engineering skills and build
workplace capabilities that may not
be taught in engineering courses,”
Motiva engineer Kennedy Kieschnick
said. “By supporting and investing in
this program, we are fostering the
next generation of engineers and
developing the minds of our future
workforce.”  

P A G E  F I V E  |  S U M M E R  C A M P S

At Project Engineer camp, high school students were able to build robots and
attempt different challenges such as sled pulls, robot tug-of-war, and relay races.  
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“NASA was so much fun,” Bryce
Feldhausen, sophomore mechanical
engineer said. “I enjoyed getting to
experience the magic of space through
the camper’s eyes.”  
 
Inspiring students to join STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math)
careers is the basis on which these
Engineering camps are held.
Encouraging and educating local middle
school and high school students to grow
in their learning over the summer allows
them to see more possibilities of what
their future can hold.  

“ E d u c a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f
M o t i v a ’ s  c o r p o r a t e

c i t i z e n s h i p  p i l l a r s ”
K i e s c h n i c k  s a i d ,  “ s o  w e

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  p r o v i d i n g  l o c a l  y o u t h

w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
h a n d s - o n  e n g a g e m e n t  t h a t

w i l l  i n s p i r e  t h e m  t o
p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n  t h e

S T E M  f i e l d . ”   

Students who went to LITE camp
were also able to attend a trip to
NASA to learn how engineers use
their knowledge and skills to perform
daily tasks to help the space center
operate.  
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The College of Engineering looks forward to growing these camps and allowing
more students to attend in the upcoming years.  
 
“Each year we are able to expand our reach, allowing for more campers to
experience engineering concepts and gain insights into STEM careers,” Bayleigh
Smith, associate director of marketing and recruitment at the College of
Engineering, said. “My hope is that we can continue to grow and inspire future
generations to explore the exciting world of engineering." 



Add a headingSTUDENT
ORGANIZATION
SPOTLIGHTS

SHPE - society of Hispanic
professional engineers
the college of engineering celebrated
national Hispanic heritage month with our
shpe student organization. Check out their
spotlight on our youtube page!

ewb -engineers without borders
just completed another amazing year of their
cherry haunted house! thank you so much to this
amazing student organization for making this
incredible event happen!

Sase- society of Asian 
scientists and engineers

congratulations on winning the 2024 SASE Inspire
Award Honorable Mention for Most Improved Chapter.

read more on page twenty-four!

P A G E  E I G H T  |  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  S P O T L I G H T

https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/undergraduate/student-orgs/index.html
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/undergraduate/student-orgs/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/undergraduate/student-orgs/index.html
https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/undergraduate/student-orgs/index.html
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n
https://youtu.be/wYR9c8Jcd0g?si=lPKGFYnVb1sNTc9n


P A G E  N I N E  |  H A U N T E D  H O U S E

CHERRY HAUNTED
HOUSE
CHERRY HAUNTED
HOUSE HOSTED BY EWB

our student organization engineers without borders (ewb) had another amazing
year doing their annual haunted house.  Held On October 20th, 2024 from 6-10pm,
this event turned the cherry engineering building from a place of learning to a
place of terror! joined by the American society of mechanical engineers (ASME), the
institute of electrical and electronics engineers (Ieee), and the American society of
civil engineers (ASCE), this haunted house spooked all of their guests!



LU STUDENT GAINS
HANDS-ON AEROSPACE
EXPERIENCE AT
FUTURE METALS LLC

Junior industrial engineering major Rami
Zaidan is interning this summer at Future
Metals LLC, where he works in the
aerospace industry.  
 
Future Metals, a Berkshire Hathaway
Company, specializes in aluminum,
stainless steel, titanium, and even more
metals that are used in airlines and
aviation. Zaidan worked in the
warehouse, making improvements to the
management systems.

“Future Metals is an outstanding
workplace with a high-energy, go-get-it
culture. With 50 years of experience
and 11 locations, Future Metals supplies
quality metals to the global aerospace
market.”  Jimmy McKee, division
manager at Future Metals’ Texas Division
said. “Our products are used in various
aircraft systems, from jet engines to
cabin interiors. Our customers can rely
on us to deliver products when and
where they need them to smooth out
the supply chain turbulence. Our parent
company, Marmon Holding Inc. (Under
Berkshire Hathaway), has over 120
autonomous operating and
manufacturing locations internationally
that service industries ranging from
Medical, Transportation, Plumbing and
Refrigeration, Crane and Rail.”
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Zaidan’s experience at Future Metals allowed him to witness firsthand how a dynamic,
globally connected company operates within the aerospace sector.

“I have a love for aviation and aerospace, and having this hands-on experience was
incredibly rewarding,” Zaidan said. “The practical exposure to industry challenges
and the opportunity to contribute to meaningful projects have inspired me.”

Jimmy is a great leader and mentor. His extensive experience in the
aerospace industry and deep understanding of quality control were

invaluable,” said Zaidan. “He provided guidance on best practices, offered
insights into industry standards, and helped me navigate complex

challenges. His support and encouragement were instrumental in my
growth and success during the internship.”

During this internship, Zaidan has been a part of real-world
projects and gained fundamental experience.

“My specific role within the project team was to optimize the workflow and material
space in the warehouse,” Zaidan said. “This involved assessing the current inventory
management system, identifying areas for improvement, and implementing
strategies to enhance efficiency. Additionally, I collaborated with another division
on RFID inventory management, working to integrate this technology into our
processes.”

His responsibilities included: conducting data analysis, preparing reports, and
presenting findings to the team to ensure that the improvements were effectively
communicated and implemented.

“The most valuable takeaway from my internship experience is the importance of
attention to detail and the impact of thorough quality control processes,” Zaidan
said. “I also learned that effective communication is vital for successful project
implementation and collaboration across different teams.”

Zaidan is being mentored by Jimmy McKee, who is a former student of Lamar
University’s President Jaime Taylor.

During the internship, Zaidan was challenged by the rigorous standards required for
aerospace materials, but collaborative company culture allowed him to overcome this
challenge.
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“Overcoming this challenge helped me develop a keen attention to detail and
problem-solving skills,” he said.

This accomplishment laid the groundwork for further hands-on experiences that
solidified Zaidan's commitment to engineering.

“This internship reinforced my passion for engineering by providing me with
tangible examples of how engineering principles can be applied to solve complex
problems and improve processes,” he said. “Working on a project that had a direct
impact on the company's operations was incredibly rewarding and confirmed my
desire to pursue a career in this field. The experience of collaborating with skilled
professionals and seeing the practical applications of my academic knowledge has
motivated me to continue learning and growing as an engineer.”

Motivated by this experience, Zaidan is eager to expand his knowledge and pursue
leadership roles in the engineering industry.

“I plan to pursue further certifications and advanced degrees to deepen my
knowledge and stay abreast of the latest industry advancements. Ultimately, I
aspire to take on leadership roles where I can drive continuous improvement
initiatives and contribute to the advancement of aerospace technology and
processes.”

Rami Zaidan transferred to Lamar and has taken most of his courses online. Lamar
University is the only university in Texas with online undergraduate engineering
programs. According to Texas Crews, Lamar University’s Industrial Engineering ranks
first in first-year income of all Texas public Universities with the lowest burden among
all Texas Universities.

“Rami has been a massive asset to our team at Future Metals - Texas this
summer. He came in eager to learn, asked many questions, and took

initiative on the high-impact projects he executed. We couldn’t ask for a
better attitude from a team member.” McKee said. “You don’t expect an

engineering intern to come in and positively impact a culture within
three months. Rami proved it is possible by not just working hard on data
analysis, but also by physically working in the plant, showing us what it

means to be a team player.”
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college of
engineering
tailgating events

college of
engineering
tailgating events
The College of Engineering hosted two tailgating events for their students during this
football season. The College hosted these to improve student morale as a student
success initiative. The first tailgate was Saturday September 7th for their academic
tailgate. The second tailgate was on Saturday, September 12th for the Lamar
Homecoming celebrations. 

foodfood

yard games
yard games

giveawaysgiveaways
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friends!
friends!

go big red!go big red!

lots of fun!lots of fun!

#peckem#peckem
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MEET THE
AMBASSADORS

Tiolu Akinwunmi
Electrical Engineering
Senior

Tiolu is a part of student organizations such as the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE), the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), and
the Society of Women Engineers (SWE). Her favorite place to study on campus is
the Cherry Engineering Building.

Franky Alegria
Mechanical Engineering
Junior

Franky is the President of the Student Engineering Council, along with being a
member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and Society
of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE). His advice to incoming students
would be to get involved and volunteer as much as you can. 

Trey Ames
Mechanical Engineering
Sophomore

Trey is the President of Engineers Without Boarders (EWB), the treasurer for
Cardinal Additive Manufacturing (CAM), and the Event Coordinator for the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). His favorite place to eat on
campus is Chick-fil-A!

Brynn Baker
Electrical Engineering
Sophomore

Brynn is a part of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE),
the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), and Robotic Cardinals. Her advice for
future engineering students would be to find your study groups and begin
networking early.

Bobby Barton
Computer Engineering
Senior

Bobby is Vice President of Robotic Cardinals, involved in the Baptist Student Ministry,
and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). His favorite experience
as a College of Engineering student at Lamar was getting the opportunity to travel to
VEX U Worlds and compete in the world's largest robotics competition with his friends.

Jack Boyko
Electrical Engineering
Senior

Jack is involved in the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
Jack’s favorite experience was at our annual community event geared towards
kids, Discover Engineering, where he got to introduce the next generation to the
world of electronics.
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Mariah Garcia
Chemical Engineering
Sophomore

Mariah is a part of the Rotaract Club, Helping Hands Club, Engineers Without
Borders (EWB), and the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE). Her
favorite experience is meeting her friends who have helped guide her during her
time at Lamar.

Rafael Gutierrez
Mechanical Engineering
Senior

Rafael is a part of the Society of Automotive Engineers, the Society of Hispanic
Professional Engineers (SHPE), and the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME). He believes that his involvement in these organizations
prepared him for his internship and co-ops.

Phuong Khuu
Mechanical Engineering
Junior

Phuong is involved in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), Student
Engineering Council (SEC), Engineers Without Boarders (EWB), Society of Asian
Scientists and Engineers (SASE), and Society of Women Engineers (SWE). Her favorite
experience as a student was being a LITE camp counselor.

Kirby King
Mechanical Engineering
Junior

Kirby is involved with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), and
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA). His favorite
experience in the College of Engineering is volunteering for events such as the
Career Fair and VEX Robotics Competitions. 

Austin Knowles
Electrical Engineering
Junior

Austin is involved with student organizations Cardinal Energy Club and the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). His favorite experience as
a College of Engineering student has been participating in student organizations
within the college.

Payton Larkin
Civil Engineering
Sophomore

Payton is involved with the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and
Engineers Without Borders (EWB). His advice for incoming engineering
students is to get to know both your classmates and your professors because
they can help with classes and future job opportunities.

Jewell Capps
Civil Engineering
Junior

Jewell is a part of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Chi Epsilon,
and Chi Alpha President. Her favorite place on campus is the Sheila Umphrey
Recreational Sports Center, due to the community there and being able to be
physically active.
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Ryan Liu
Mechanical Engineering
Junior

Ryan is a part of Engineering Without Borders, the American Society of Mechanical
Engineering, and the Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers. His favorite place
on campus is the Science and Technology Building because it’s a great place to
study. 
Christie Luong
Industrial Engineering
Junior

Christie is a part of several student organizations, both within and outside of the
College of Engineering. These organizations include the Society of Asian Scientists and
Engineers (SASE), the Student Government Association (SGA), the Cardinal Energy
Club, the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), Women in STEM, the Vietnamese
Student Association (VSA), LU Green Club, and Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK).

Ana Morfin
Mechanical Engineering
Senior

Ana is involved with the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics
(AIAA) and the Society of Women Engineers (SWE). Her favorite experience as a
College of Engineering student was participating in the 2024 NASA Student
Launch competition and preparing for the 2025 competition.

Kathy Nguyen
Electrical Engineering
Junior

Kathy is a part of the Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers (SASE), Honors
Student Association (HSA), and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE). Her most memorable experience was attending the Society of Asian
Scientists and Engineers National Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.

Tori Nguyen
Industrial Engineering
Junior

Tori is a part of student organizations such as the Industrial Engineering Advisory
Council, Cardinal Energy Club, Society of Asian Scientists & Engineers (SASE), and
the Asian Business Student Association. Her favorite place on campus is the Setzer
Student Center, because there's an environment for any of your needs, whether it's
studying, eating, socializing, or even going about on your own.

Kevwe Onakpoya
Chemical Engineering
Senior

Kevwe is a part of student organizations Society of Women Engineers (SWE),
the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), and the American Institute of
Chemical Engineers (AIChE). Her favorite experience as a College of
Engineering student is the Engineering Career Fairs!

Peyton Lee
Chemical Engineering
Sophomore

Peyton is the public relations officer for the American Institute of Chemical
Engineers (AIChE), a Reaud Fellow of the Reaud Leadership Institute, an active
member in the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), Cardinal Energy Club, and the
Honor’s Student Association (HSA). Her favorite place on campus is the Dean's
Suite, where she can study or mingle with friends!
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Landon Paulino
Electrical Engineering
Junior

Landon is a part of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), the
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA), and Engineers
Without Borders (EWB). His favorite experience as a College of Engineering
student is working on the Cherry Haunted House.

Jackie Salmeron
Chemical Engineering
Junior

Jackie is involved in student organizations American Institute of Chemical
Engineers (AIChE), and Engineers Without Borders (EWB). Her favorite part of
campus is the second or fourth floor of the library, as they are perfect for studying.

Trey Tolar
Electrical Engineering
Junior

Trey is president of Cardinal Additive Manufacturing (CAM) and is highly involved with
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE). His favorite spot on campus is the COE Dean’s Suite because it gives
all the students a place to meet up to study and hang out between classes.

Dennis Tran
Chemical Engineering
Junior

Dennis is Vice President of the Student Engineering Council (SEC), and is
involved with the Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers (SASE) and the Asian
Business Student Association. His advice for incoming students is to get involved
as early as you can!

Carlos Viloria
Mechanical Engineering
Sophomore

Carlos is involved in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME),
Engineers Without Borders (EWB), and Robotic Cardinals. His advice to incoming
students is to put yourself out there, meet new people, and get involved!

Kearstan Zabel
Chemical Engineering
Junior

Kearstan is involved in the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AICHE) and
Engineers Without Borders (EWB). Her favorite experience as a College of
Engineering student is getting opportunities to actively participate in student
outreach camps, visits, and community events. 

Alex Paulino
Mechanical Engineering
Junior

Alex is a part of student organizations Engineers Without Borders (EWB) and
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). His favorite experience
as a College of Engineering student has been interning in different industries. 
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Add a headingRECENT ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHTS

dakota emerson ‘24
now works as a process engineer at indorama ventures in
port Neches. He recently joined us at the career fair to
speak to current students and recruit for Indorama. 

Jennifer Arredondo ‘24
 is currently working  at USG in New York as a project

engineer. She plans, coordinates, and oversees various
projects throughout different departments!

melody youwakim ‘24
is now a process engineer at motiva working in the waste

water unit. Her advice to students is to network! 

Isaiah medina ‘24
is an electro-mechanical engineer at Lockheed martin

missile fire controls. he says that he would not have this
opportunity without Lamar's AIAA chapter’s efforts in
last year’s NASA USLI competition, as it helped him gain

relevant experience for this career. 

Kim hang ‘24
After an internship with tesla in both Minnesota and nevada, she
now works at spacex as a starlink engineer (Automation and
Controls Engineer, Consumer Hardware).

kelvin elgar ‘24
Is a Process Engineer at Chevron in Salt Lake City, Utah. his
advice to student is: “take care of yourself, mentally and
physically. Try to have at least one activity that isn't related
to school or work. It will pay dividends in the long run!”
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COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING HOSTS
BOOTCAMP TO
PREPARE INCOMING
STUDENTS
Lamar University College of Engineering hosted their annual First Year
Engineering Math Bootcamp from Aug. 11 - 16.

This camp allows students to refresh their math courses before the fall semester
begins. Incoming students are also able to socialize amongst themselves, meet
student organizations, and introduce themselves to faculty, staff, and industry
partners.

“It was great to meet the new people coming to Lamar. It’s a social
environment where people meet each other, like not many people sat alone at
lunch because they were all talking to each other,” sophomore mechanical
engineering major Carlos Viloria said.

First Year Engineering Math Bootcamp is sponsored by Motiva Enterprises, Dow
Chemical, Chevron Phillips Chemical, and ExxonMobil. Each of these sponsors
made this camp possible through their generous donations, and their activities
within the camp.

P A G E  T W E N T Y  |  B O O T C A M P

https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html
https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html
https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html
https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html
https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html
https://www.lamar.edu/news-and-events/news/2024/08/college-of-engineering-hosts-bootcamp-to-prepare-incoming-students.html


Game night was a good way to get to know the freshmen in a less formal
setting,” Laila Royster, junior mechanical engineering student said. “We

played a very tense Uno game, and there was also a Nintendo Switch,
Monopoly, and other games.”

Incoming students were able to participate in activities where they could learn about
student life, hear from alumni, receive professional development, and show off their
skills at Freshman Design.

"Our students were able to compete with different protype slingshot launchers on
who could build the most efficient one and launch a tinfoil projectile the furthest,”
sophomore mechanical engineering major Trey Ames said. “As a volunteer, I was able
to guide students, help them brainstorm ideas, and test prototypes.”

Bootcamp students were also able to enjoy social activities, including popsicle
afternoon, game night, and bootcamp barbeque.

At the end of the event, the College of Engineering gives three scholarships away
based on a raffle. The top prize is $1,000, the second prize receives $750, and the third
prize receives $500 to go toward their school tuition. Students are able to gain tickets
for each bootcamp event they participate in.

“[Bootcamp] was really insightful, and I enjoyed getting to know people,” top prize
scholarship winner Natalia Hochstrasser said. “I am ecstatic about receiving this
award, and it will really help with my studies.”

The College of Engineering is looking forward to this new year with their incoming
students, and welcoming their current students back to campus.

"I am glad to [feel] so welcome and see how active I can be on campus aside from
my degree,” freshman mechanical engineer major Dylan Lynch said.
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RECRUITMENT
EVENTS WE’VE
ATTENDED

Houston community college 
fall transfer fair
Tuesday, September 24

exxonmobil
family fun fest
saturday, october 5th

west brook high school 
lunch & learn
Wednesday, October 2

strake Jesuit preparatory 
college night
Wednesday, October 2

Galveston college
presentation
Friday, October 18

Vidor high school
classroom presentation
Monday, October 7
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Add a heading

computer engineering added
Computer Engineering has officially been
added and classes have begun! We are so
excited to add this to our offerings of
degrees!

record breaking career fair
We had 85 companies attend our Fall
Engineering Career Fair, breaking our
record from last year!

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
HIGHLIGHTS
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Introducing:

Anna Price as the Associate Director
of Student Success

Cindy Lute as UG Academic Advisor Sr.

Julio Delgado as ug academic advisor

Kristen Baker as the Marketing
Coordinator

new faces at the college of
engineering
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The Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers (SASE) chapter at Lamar University has
been honored with the 2024 SASE Inspire Award Honorable Mention for Most
Improved Chapter, a distinction that recognizes exceptional growth and achievements
among more than 90 SASE chapters across the United States and Canada. The Lamar
chapter’s leadership and members celebrated the recognition as a major milestone in
the group’s development.

“This award means so much to our chapter and the amount of work each officer put
in to achieve this goal,” Alex Tran, president of Lamar SASE said. “There are over 90
SASE chapters competing for this award, and we were able to get noticed nationally
despite being a relatively smaller school.”

Founded in 2015, Lamar’s SASE chapter has seen rapid growth in recent years, driven
by its commitment to professionalism, community, and cultural awareness, the
organization’s three core pillars. Over the past year, the chapter hosted more than 40
events, offering students opportunities to network, develop leadership skills, and
engage with their peers. These activities ranged from professional development
workshops to community service events, such as their collaboration with the
University of Houston SASE chapter for a beach clean-up at Crystal Beach and a
Lunar New Year Celebration open to all students.

LU SASE CHAPTER EARNS
NATIONAL RECOGNITION
WITH 2024 INSPIRE
AWARD W R I T T E N  B Y  A P R I L  T H O M P S O N
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“We invited NASA right to our front door,” Kathy Nguyen, vice
president of internal affairs, said. “This event, which brought

together students from different disciplines, was a momentous day
for SASE at Lamar. It really marked a turning point for us in terms
of our professional outreach and the engagement of our members.

Our hard work paid off.”

“Our events are open to all, and we truly believe SASE has something to offer to
anyone, regardless of major or cultural background,” Tran said. “These previous
years really showed exponential growth in our chapter in terms of membership,
professional development, cultural awareness, and other areas.”

One of the standout events of the year was the NASA Info Session held in March
2024, which drew more than 70 students from across the university to learn from
NASA interns. The session was hailed as one of the largest professional turnouts in
the chapter’s history and served as a key indicator of the chapter’s growing
influence on campus.

The Lamar chapter's success in engaging students and fostering professional growth
is reflected in its improved attendance at career-related events, as well as its
increased visibility on campus through strategic partnerships with other student
organizations and professional entities. These efforts have helped the chapter grow
its membership, expand its community involvement, and attract corporate
sponsorships to support future initiatives.
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“For our chapter members, they have realized how successful our chapter has
become in the past year and seize any opportunity presented to them,” Tran said.
“Being able to compete with schools nationally for recognition shows the impact
of our tight-knit community and chapter at Lamar University. Members are
motivated to seek higher leadership positions with SASE and leave their own
mark on our chapter. The future of SASE is brighter than ever.”

The chapter has also invested in its online presence, recently launching a fully
developed website, lamarsase.org, which offers information about the chapter’s
mission, events, and leadership team. Their Instagram account has seen a significant
increase in engagement as well, further expanding their outreach.

The chapter’s next major event, the Water Lantern Festival, will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. Open to all students, the event will feature free boba and
treats and will offer participants a chance to create and release water lanterns at
sunset, symbolizing hope and new beginnings. The festival is a highlight in the
chapter’s cultural programming, reflecting SASE’s mission to foster a deeper
appreciation for Asian heritage and traditions within the campus community.

Former SASE President Dennis Tran emphasized the importance of collaboration
and teamwork in the chapter’s growth, crediting his fellow officers and chapter
members for their dedication and passion throughout the year.

“I’d like to recognize the effort from each and every one of the officers from the
2023-2024 year,” he said. “None of this would have been possible without the
commitment of our team. We’ve laid a strong foundation for the future, and I’m
excited to see how this new leadership will continue building on that legacy.”

As Lamar University’s SASE chapter looks ahead to the coming academic year, they
remain focused on their mission of promoting professionalism, fostering
community, and celebrating culture, with plans to continue expanding their reach
both on and off campus.

“Our goal is to create a welcoming environment where students can
grow professionally, connect with others, and learn about

different cultures,” Tran said. “We’re looking forward to continuing
that journey and making an even bigger impact in the years to come.”

P A G E  T W E N T Y - S I X  |  S A S E



ENGI-NEWS
FALL 2024

4400 MLK BLVD.  
P .O .  BOX 10057
BEAUMONT,  TEXAS 77710

@lamaruengineering

@LamarUniversityCOE

@lamaruengineering

www.linkedin.com/showcase/lamaruniversity-coe/

lamar.edu/engineering

Interim Dean 

Associate Dean of Accreditation & Assessment

Dean’s Administrative Coordinator

Associate Dean’s Administrative Specialist

Business Manager

Director of Operations

Associate Director of Marketing & Recruitment

Associate Director of Student Success

Program Coordinator, Operations

Marketing Coordinator

Dr. Tracy Benson
 
Dr. Mansour Karkoub

Ashlyn Elliott

Kara Dewberry

Carrie Mason

Karli Padia

Bayleigh Smith

Anna Price

Jessica Paulsen

Kristen Baker

STAY CONNECTED

https://www.facebook.com/LamarUniversityCOE
https://www.facebook.com/LamarUniversityCOE
https://www.instagram.com/lamaruengineering/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/lamaruniversity-coe
https://www.youtube.com/@lamaruengineering
https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/lamaruengineering/
https://www.facebook.com/LamarUniversityCOE
https://www.youtube.com/@lamaruengineering
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/lamaruniversity-coe
https://www.lamar.edu/engineering/index.html

