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. _.Edltors ‘Choice:
:The Magic Curtam The Mexzcan—Amemcan
| Border in Fiction, Film, and Song

f-;,\ Thomas Torrans

i The' Things' That Divide Us

Review by Sally Dooley

In this companion to his previous publication,

| Forging the Tortilla Curtain, retired journalist

Thomas Torrans of Fort Worth explores the

U.S. border with Mexico as depicted in fiction,
“film, and song. He views the border as a fluid
| place where people, language, culture, and
- economy flow back and forth. In the past, each

side of the border offered a more distinét -
culture and: connotatron aline that has now
blurred due to the border’s porosity and

-modern commumcatron Torrans’ purpose is to

preserve this past by identifying the novels,
films, and corridos with border themes. His

| illustrations derive from popular films such as
- The Getaway, The Old Gringo, and Traffic.

‘| “Citing the novels of Larry McMurtry, Comac

| McCarthy, Rolande Hinojosa, and others,.

Torrans demonstrates the effect of the barder
on their characters and plots, Corridos (folk-
ballads) are still being composed and sung, and
he shows their history and vitality with many

1 examples'in both Spanish and English. Both

the immigrants and the migrant’s hopés for

. economic improvement are tetold in plaintive,

narrative song. He examines the legendary
story in “Corrido.de Gregorro Cortez” and

- considery the plight of 1mmlgrants insongs
from “Corrldo de Immlgracron up to more .

contemporary ones about Caesar Chavez

Torrans bdckground m hlstory, anthropology,, E

and psychology prepared him well for this

. 7,| ~analysis. Scholars with an interest in'the
| "culture of the borderlands will enjoy this
| thoughtful consideration of its literary and
7| .. folkloric culture. The “Notes on Sources, .
1 Readings and Films” will assist students with
* additional research.’ ' '

| ToRRANS; THOMAS: THE MAGIC CURTAIN: THE'

MEXICAN-AMERICAN BORDER IN, FICTION, .
FILM, AND SONG, FORT WORTH: TEXAS -
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2002, 235PP.
INDEx. $29 95 CLOTH ISBN 0-87565257-

“Thiey Ain’t Wanted
Here” an(:f Otﬁe’r Texas

‘_Stones o
Joel K1rkpa‘trick

. Down-Home Anecdotes Abnut lees and
‘Tegends ‘

Revrew byKStéphen Curley

. Joel‘Kirl‘(patri_ck has-printer’s ink in his blood.
- He has been a Toxds newspaperman since

1956. He wrote for the Abilene Reporier News,
was the Galveston chief for the Houston.
Chronicle, and spent inore than 30 years
working for the Galveston Daily News.
Versions of the forty-five stories in this
anthology originally appeared in his regular
“Motning Cup Column in the Galveston
Daily News, That has'a great deal to do with
their form—you get in, you'get the facts, and

" you get out quickly. Plus he hasa reporter’s

eye for telling detail.

(Continued on page threej
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(Continued from page two)

. For exaiple,-considér the opening sentence to
thee title story in his collection; “On that.

Monday morning, Constable John D: “Pop®

" Payton and his nephew Panama Daly were the

~only customers having ‘breakfast in the ngh
Island Café when a man with a submachine’
gun in the crook of his arm strolled in.” Talk
about a teaser! The armed man that day in.
1934 turns out to be Clyde Barrow, followed
by Bonnie Parker with a sawed-off shotgun,
and teenager Little Johnnie Beeler with a
.pistol. The constable®s nephew whispered that
there, was plobably a $25,000 reward for-

. captuting the f'amous bank robbers: “They’re
‘wanted all’over the country.” The’ constable

‘kept on eating:“Wee- 11, so far gs I know, they -

- ain’t wanied for anything in Hrgh Island, .

.. Texas.” Bonnie and Clyde were shot down a

few days later in an ambush in Louisiana; but

~ the constable didn’t die for another. 26 years' - -
- from natural causes and in bed. Klrkpatrlck lets .

the stor y tell 1tse1f No editorializing, no
prettrfymgfjust a seductively straightforward
‘account of what happened. Of couifse, along -
the way he adds some spicy filler, like gbout
the time Bohnie and. Clyde in 4 Galveston
biothel “bought the house,” including all its

_ professional ladies, for the weekend: - .

: I(irkpatricic?s subjects vary g&SZWidely ‘a'é,'th_e
tellers. The animal stories are particularly

intriguing (although sometimes a little taw for

“the tender-hearted reader) like the ones about
cows on the porch, an oyster-hunting dog, a

singing chicken, drunk runaway hogs, anda

- drunken horsé. And Galveston legends abound:
you can learn. about Jean Lafitte from one of
his crew; a fisherman’s survival during the
. 1900:Storm; Louisiana Governor Earl K. -
Long s stay in a mental ward, gambhng and

. prostitution during the wide-open era; and the

man who invented the margarlta for smger
Peggy Lee. .

. Tt’sa pleaszmt little divérsion. The woist stoties .

‘aren’t bad;-and the best stories are fing. Just sit
"back, listen, and youw’ll fall under their spell.

' - You may find that putting the book down, as.

one of Kirkpatrick’s character’s says is hke
' trymg to, sneak dawn past a rooster ‘

k K[RKFATRICK, JOEL “THE:Y AIN’TWANTE.D
HERE" AND.-OTHER TEXAS STORIES. AUSTIN:
EAKIN. PREss, 2002.157pPP, ILLUSTRATIONB
. $16 95 PAPER ISBN T 5‘7168 689—4

- Tt he 23one ?rcéers
5 Al Dewlen

Human Heaits Picked Bone Dry -
Review by Sally Dooley

Texas Tech Unlversrty Press 18 to be

commended for reprinting, this 1958 novel-asa '7 B

- part of its Double Mountain Books—Classm
Reisses of the American West. Literary. critic
A, C. Greene considers it ong of the fifly best

- books of Texas, and old, tattered copies fetch-
handsome prices on-the Internet: Reading the . . | 7
novel, set in Amarillo in the 1950s, one can - . | 4

‘ ., casily see-why the book is important, The p]ot

. a poor, roUgh man who died fabulously-
wealthy due to the discovery of oil on his™ -

ranch. All of the children are ctiriously named: '
Spam, Texas, Chma ‘Alaska, Bethel, and 1astly .

‘Brother, a man with a child’s mind. Through
flashbacks, the father’s life and his troubled

* relationships with his children are related. The,

faniily operates the Estate with Spain as their
leader,-which creates a gre'tt deal of unspoken’
but palpable tension. Spain actyally dictates

" where they. will live, the type of cars they.will =~
drive, and their community involvement. The "

two husbands of China and Bethel are
demeaned by theit jobs and Spam 5 control

Dewlen Writes a deeply texture_d nmrel wrth

this Panhandle setting and obsetves the newly -

rich and their social inadequacies, vanities,

and unforgettable Spain, in his pontrﬁoal

- manne, mixes his meétaphors; “But—well, you -

“have to face. your facts right in the eye, and fit
~ them to your plt:tule and I have to say it

- ddesn’t seem-in the cards we could win your

" election..

~ family situation. Two wormen provide the
catalyst: the hussy turned secretary Teddy- -
Birdsong, and China, the most beautifuk
daughter who charms everyone, espemally
Brother but carries a secret. An editor’s note, -
intteduction, and the. author 8 mtroductlon to
this edition add social context to the novel *

- LuBBOGK: TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY PREss,
| 2002 424Pp. $14.98 PAPER, . :

focuses on the adult children of Cecil Munger,

- This is in reply to Moon, Bethel’s
"husband, who would like to run for the school- .~ |
" boatd. The book tuths out to be his siory too as |
" he begins to realize | h1mself in this-suffocating

1 Sally‘Dooloy isthe:
| founder-of Revi |
Texas Books. She isa

‘DEWLEN AL, THE: BONE FICKERS REE‘RINT .

. [18BN 0.89672:470-4. 2002017360. e

hopes, and dreams. His characters ate colotfiil 1.2

“graduateof the -

{-University of; Texas at
Austiti'and has great

respect for Texas

" writers and their "
dlversity, as her .
umerous rewews
attest
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University of
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| from the Universuy of
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| with _post-graduate -

| houts in Aging Studies

" and Information -
‘Science. He is also a-
professlonal grant wrlter
and organizational’
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.'REYNOI..DS chr THE TENTMAKER NE:W IR
. | YORK: THE BERKLEY PUBLISHING GROUP, © .
2002, 389PP. $14,00 FAPI:R ISBN 0-425 '
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The ’T entmaﬁefr -

_ -_ Clay Reynolds

Some of How the West Wes Won

‘Review by Sally Dooley

Like thousands of yolmg men after the Civil
War, Gil Hooley, young and penniless, goes-
west. Hooley takes with' hlm canvas and thread

emotional baggage: he is unambitious.

- 7| - Through a serics of fateful accidents, a life -
|- begins to form around him. Two unlikely
- people influence him: Margot, a whore, and
|- Mino, a silent but hardworking immigrant.
. Much to Hooley’s amazement and near

chagrin, they develop a business. Cowboys
soon come to the tents for recreation, baths, -~
and refreshments, The irony of his continued
success amuses the reader yet confounds -
Hooley. But the mean guys in the black hats,

' _led by Jefferson Tay, are out to pillage and

rape settlers on the high Texas plains. When
their paths do cross, Hooley realizes hc is a

1 different man.

.| Reynolds tells a gritty and raucously humorous
|- western tale using a great deal of authentic
' detail with- memorable charactérs and scenes.”

He describes the slow maturation of Hooley,

‘but the number of scenes hecessary to
“-accomplish this curbs the novel’s pace, The
- story.byilds on the myths and romance of

Texas and the West, but with a twist: Hooley
has no thirst for a homestead adventure, or .
fortyne, Life on the plams malkes him an
upstandmg citizen of a town in spite of

| . himself- The novel was.a finalist for the: Texas,
|+ Institute of Letters’ John Bloom Humor

Award: fine recognition for otie of Texas
finest novelist. o

182:/03 2002016432.- RO

j—"rom Texas to tﬁe Wor[&f
and Back: Essays on the

| Journeys of ﬂ(’dtﬁerine
Anne Porter

Mark Busby and D1ck Heaberlm

~eds.

- The Adventures of Katherme Anne Porter

Rev1ew by Dale Farris

ThlS super hterary analy51s gathers mxteen essays‘
first prosented in a-15 May 1998 conference
otganized by editor Busby as director of the

* Center for the Study of the Southwest at

‘Southwest Texas State University (SWT), held i i
San Marcos, Texas. The conference celebrated
both Porter’s life and works, and the recent '
acquisttion by SWT and the Hays County
Preservation Association of the house in Kyle

- Texas, where Potter lived from age two until her

early teens, when she left Texas to begm hel‘

]om‘neys “to the world.” -

; Aﬁel Porter left Texas, she never agam réSIdcd
" in the state and visited only rarely, but in her - .
" essay “Noon Wine: The Sources,” -she-lyrically

recalls her Texas past and acknowledges her
Texas heritage as an important source for her *
stories and novellas. Porter was born i in 1890 at-

. Indian Creek, now a ghost town near -
~ Brownwood. '

Porter is tied to f_l"ejéas. by three events ‘that S
occurred during her career. In 1939, she expected

1o receive the Texas Institute of Letters Award

for “Best Texas Book,” only to be insulted when

. the award went to folklorist J. Frank Dobie. In
~ the 1950s, she accepted an invitation to lecture at
* the Umversny of Texas (UT} at ‘Austin. During
* her lecture visit, Porter began to believe that UT
- would build a library and name it after her,
' Texas’s most famous literary woman. Somehow,

she and UT President Harry Ransom -
miscommunicated; and Porter left her matenals :
to the McKeldin Libraty at the umversrty of

* Maryland; Finally, in 1976, Porter returned to
"Texas to recéive recognition from Howard Payne *
- University in Brownwood. On that visit, she -
vi isited her mothet’s grave in the litle cemetery
in Indian Creek and decided that her own-
_ remains on her-death belonged beside her

mother. So, she finally returned to the state frorn

‘which she had fled early in her life.

The contnbu‘nng essayists include seholars' of -
Porter s work and of ‘T'exas literature, with some .

. concerning specifie aspects of Porter’s life, such

as her love for her birthday or her marital record,
while others focus on the main elements of her
relationship with Texas, and others deal with -

_specifics of her works, often relating these works

to her Texas heritage. All of the essays are
crisply written, with a clear voice that emanates
from the profcssmnal editing.

© (Continued on page five) .




REVIEW OF TEXAS Booxs

(Contmued from page four)

. Editots Bushy and Heaberiin have gathered
‘marvelous essays about Porter’s life, her work,

~* and most importantly the significant meaning

-of her' early years as a Texan, thus providing a

valuable addition to the growing ! 11teraturc on

Porter. -

‘ H1ghly recommended for u11|vers1ty hbrary -
~literature and 11terary analysis collectlons .

" BUSBY, MARK, AND Dick HE,AEE‘.RI.IN, EDS

FROM TEXAS TO THE WORLD AND BAcK

‘| EsSAYS ONTHEJOURNEYS‘ ATHER!NE :

ANNE FORTER FORT WORTH TCU PRESS, "¢

2001.263Pp;.

182650 CLOTE SBNO$7565~237-9 oo S
064863, L ,

‘ﬂafve a Seat, Please |
__Don Re1d W1th John Gurwell

Old Sparky Unplugged

L Revww by Ddle Fams

Author Re]d spont thu”ty f1vo years coven ng

-the Texas prison system for the Huntsville ftent

~and Assomated Press. During this long career,

* he became a major national spokesperson for

the abolition of the death- penalty. Now

degeased, in 1973 Reid originally publ!,shed‘his .

memoir, under the title Eyewzmess and this -
1rnportant coniribution to the study of cnmmal
Jjustice isnow available in this paperback
edition with the new title.

- Reid began his newspaper ‘career-on the
_Chicago Tribune, where he covered the

underworld during the bloodiest chapter of that -

“city’s. history, and moved back to Texas to
.~ continue his _]oumahsm career, first-in
McAllen, with the Monitor, and then with the

Huntsville {tem, where he ended his career as -

“editor and-ultimately publisher-emeritus. -

His momoir'pre'setits‘én in-depth; honest look
inside the Téxas process. of executionsg during
the many years in whicl the instrument of
execution was the electric chair, nicknamed
“Old Sparky.” He teveals the inner impact of |
witnessing 189 electrocutions, and takes the
 reader throngh compelling, gut-wrenching .

~ accounts of the condemned on death row;, and '

his eyewitness reports of their deaths in the
electric chair. Even mote captivating is his

-~ story of his persotial journey of self-discovery -

B & W PHOTOGRAPHS, INQEx,--_" '

3 ~aa151 5«33 8. 2001-027583

as he carefully examines the hotly debatod

' ‘1ssue of capital pumshment

l-AlI:hough the.method of executlon in Toxas is

now different, Reid’s story will still prove a

_1evelatlon to readers interested in learning -

mote about exactly what happens duting

-~ electrocutions, the imperfect criminal justice :
_ system, and Reid’s own change of atitude
© . about the death penalty based on what he
‘ witnessed and part1c1patcd in ever a th1rty—ﬁve-
' ycar perlod ‘

As we all know, the executlom continte and

~ the debate goes on, and these personal -

recallections of the reality of electroguting
criminals continues to rmg clear. :

nghly recommended fol all umversuy :
hbrau.es supportmg cr1m1nal Justlco currlcula: i

RE‘.ID, DoutwrrH JoHN GURWELL HAVE A
SEAT, PLEASE, HONTSVILLE: TEXAS REVIEW
PRESS, 2001.200FF, - $20,00 [PAPER; ISBN_—;‘:

o T fie ﬁosts of Spm&[&etop
A '

Wanda A, Lé,ndrey

The Boomtown Ghosts - :
Rewew by Emma B Hawkms

- S‘panmng ) penod of almost nine years from )
May 1892 to January, 10, 1901, when the Lucas

-Gusher blew in on Spindietop Hill near -

“Beaumont, this p1ece of juvenile fiction
" focuses on the growing-up process and L ;
youthful adventures of Billy Jack Thornton an 1
' his younger sister, Sarah Jane. By munng .
- actual wildcatters from the annals of the Texas

‘petroleum industry, such as Pattillo Higgins .

* and Captain Anthony Lucas, with fictional

* children; Sunday School picnics and lessons

" with oil drilling, fisticuffs, arson, kidnapping
_and arrest; and then adding ghosts, an Indian

medlcme woman, and a bit of intrigue,

Landrey has credted a fast-moving and oxmtmg
_ mystery-adventure. The author provides a brief |

four-page glossary to aid young readers with.
unfamiliar oil-diilling vocabulary and a'short
bibliography of addmonal resource rnatenal
for enthuswsts ‘ :

L1ke the cattle mdustry, oil and natural gas
(Contmued on page §ix)

IVVWam[a £amcfrey,
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|.a Aumorist wnter :
With _a_pp_ea[to

| chtaren. His
‘othev books

|| Night Before '

|. Christmas and
Trucker’s !ngﬁt
ﬂefore Christmas,
Both ooks are

Pelican
J’uﬁfisﬁmg

y Cﬁ,ucé GGIey,
iltustrator of Jazz

graphiic design
and. grac(uateb{
| from Mississippt -
| State. University.
| He. ﬁds illfustrated
| more tﬁcm tﬁrrty

' 600@3 ' :

' Andrea Karlin is an.. -
. agsociate: professor of -
educatmn Speclahzmg

| earned a PhD, in-

‘ mstruc’uon atthe -
University of New -
Mexico. - '

’DawafR i)aws is.
| both-adults and

tnclude. ':Recfnéeﬁ‘_ )

B available fmm -

| cats;’ majofrecfin

it chﬂdren g literature at"
| Lamar University. She .

currictilym and readmg :

. (Continued from page five)

_ have strongly impacted both the Texas

‘economy and the lives of many of its citizens,

“Thus, The Ghosts of Spindietop Hill would be

an informative and entertaining addition to
juvenile book collections, especially of
libraries in and around Houston, Dallas,

Midland, and other early Texas petroleum

centers. The book is even more appropriately
suited to the Beaumeont area where the Lucas
.Gusher was actually drilled. Today the

' Spmdletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museuim

located on the campus of Lamar University
offérs representative turn-of-the-century

|- buildings, replica of wooden oil rigs, and a -

monument to the Lucas well. [n 2001 the
Gusher’s 100h birthday was celebrated with a
live reenactment before a large group of school

1. ehlldren

- may get “‘jaZzed” about the cats.

Taking the abeve into aeeount this book Wlll

- probably appeal more to an older audience who
“has a greater awarencss of the Fretich Quarter of

New Orleans or who shate a love of cats or jazz

* rather than a typlcal first, second, or th1rd grade
' claee

' DAV]S DA\uD R JAzz GATS GRETNA FELICAN

|8se0.;

PUBLISHING COMPANY, 2001, 32FP. '
ILLUSTRATIONS $14 95 CLOTH. ISBN 1-56554~

LANDREZY, WANDA A. THE GHOSTS o
SPINDLETOP HILL. AUSTING EAKIN PRE:SS,
2001.140PF: ILLUSTRATIONS,. """

- | BIBLIOGRAPHY, GLOSSARY: §1 5 95 cLOTH. ’

ISBN. 1-57163 4492

| T azz Cats

Dayld R. Davls

Jazz for Cat Levers

‘ Review by Andrea Karlin

“Down in New Orleans where the sounds are’

e SWeet

In a back alley corner off Bour‘bon Stleet
“There’s some h1pster l(lttleS (they don’t chase

" no rats).

They make swmgmg mus1e— cause they re’
Jazz Cats"’ : .

So goes _the book Jazz Cats writtén by David .
Davis and illustrated by Chuck Galey.
According to the front flap of the book jacket,
the words of the book can be sung to the tune

“of “Mardi Gras Mambo.” Unfortunately, if one
is unfamiliar with that song, there is no
muswal score mcluded

Usmg the same rhyme pattcrn as-above,the
author takes the readerto points of interest in -
New Orleans’s French Quarter. Cats are the
main characters in this book and they have
been cleverly illustrated often with very

interesting perspectives. Those readers who are

farhiliar with the French Quatter will recognize
the sights and sounds for which New Orleans
is fatnous. Those readers who are “cat people™

The Scm*wst ﬂ(joﬂa,ﬁet,g
- Book -

-Rowland- Grey Ell1s and Teddy
. _Kentor

A Chlldren’s Book by Child Authors

Roview by Andrea Karlm

‘ Ten—year—old authorshllustrators Rowland- -Grey

Ellis and Teddy Kentor wiote in & note at the
beginning of their book The Scariest Alphabet ,
Book that ““we hope you like our book as much as
we do!” 1 think that I can safely say that I do like
tholr book as muchas they do.

From aliens te_‘ zomb;‘e's, Wl_th‘bats, rats,
quicksand, and vampires in between, this

imaginative alphabet book charmingly illustrates
‘something scary for ea’ch letter of the alphabet.

This book i 15 a must for Halloween lovers,

“alphabet book lovers, lovers of scary things, and
- individuals who want to support these talented

young boys in. their effort to raise money for
America’s Fund for Afghan Children.

ELLiS, ROWLAND-GREY, AND TEDDY KENTOR.
THE SCARIEST ALPHABET BOOK. AUSTIN:
EAKIN. PRESS, 2002, ILLUSTRATIONS. $‘7 95
PAPER, ISBN 1-5’7 168 7173, .
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The @affas Tuﬁlic
Library: Ce&zﬁm,tmg a

_ Century of Servrce, 1901~

2001 . |
MlchaeIV 'Hazel S

. 100 Years of Dedlcated I’ubhc Educatmn
and Service -
. Review by Jéff Lacy

I this book, Michael V. Hazel builds upoﬁ the
o history of the Dallas Public Library (DPL)
+covered in Latry Grove’s Dallas Public

. Library: The First 75 Years and Lillian Moore

Bradshaw's Celebmtmg the First 50 Years:
Friends of the Dallas Public Library. Hazel’s

. book covers the Seminal perlods of the DPL’s ©

" history and provrdes the civic context for these
" times. .

‘ The' book is not _strictty chronolo gical-%there :
are brief ' moments of backt‘rac'king and
overlap—but the orga111zat10n is ngver.

- -confusing. Hazel’s writing is strarghtfchard '
-and purposeful: The text flows at a brisk pace

~with very few digressions. He describes his -

~ subjects with familiarity and includes plctures '

on nearly every page; thus readers may
apprehend the character of the people and the

. essenceof events. Nothing in the text or notes -
. seems lackmg, ‘but a few extras would have

been nice'(a trmehne ot ﬂoer phns for o
example) ‘

The more 1nterest1ng periods i mclude the 1eng
struggle fo create a branch for African

. American communitiés durmg segregatlon ‘and
- the peak of the Ku Klux Klan’s influénce in-

~-Dallas (1906-1931); the term of Cleora

' Clanton, who was head libtarian through the
- Great Depression and World War 1 (1922~

1954); the rebuilding of the Central Library

This book is recommend_ed for collectlons :
-includi‘rig libra_rianship and T_exaslhistor-y. _

Beyond Contentment

Glen Onley

What would make one want to leave
society? What would make oné wantto. -
return? - . ’
Review: by Teff Lacy

In an 1solated hand-built cabm in the Pecos

" Wilderness, Blaine Wells is modern-day Henry
~ David Thoreau. Blaine’s reasons for retreating

are not immediately ¢lear, but his love for

. nature and his dislike of civilization are ‘
_evident, Asa psycheloglst however, he finds it |
" difficult to suppress his trained habit to .
interact. His social and antisocial tendencies -

conflict when g neatby plane crash intrudes
upon his’ sohtude and only he can help.the -
survivors endure the wild '

‘ _B]dlnc s inteinal conﬂlct is mamfest in the

tension between him, eharacterrzed asa.

* " resonrceful wilderness scout & la Natty ,
‘Bumppo, and Bradicy Hawthorrie, a corporate, -
- “city slicker” type who survives the planc-
* crash, The blatant privileging of nature-over -
civilization lessens progrcss1vely as Blaine and |

thc other SULVIVOrs get to know each another

Beyond Contentment offers a mrld crrthue of
overly romanticizing nature and implies that’

fleeing from life’s problems is an madwsably ‘
casy-way out. The beginning is fast paced to-

increase the tension of the plane crash, and the

- narrative slows to an’ appreprrate]y theughtful s
- pace as Blaing faces the possibility of returning |-

to civilization. The plot focyses on Blaine’s

o struggle to find a sense of peace and of place;

secondary character development is not taken”
any further than necessary. The prose feels -

: awkward in just a few spots (such lapses into

- soap operatic dialogue af the survivors’ camp);
~‘butnottoa degree that hinders the enjoyment R
. of the book .
~ (1955); the financial shortfalls suffered in the '
o 19805 and the rebound of thc 19903 '

Thls brisk, upllﬂmg book is recommended for

jgenéral readers and fiction collections. It-is
- available in both hardback and papelback
“editions; : .

' Mextcas Pecos-

. :JeffLacy 44 referofige
) '-'andzlnstruotlon librarign:
“at Lamar Umversny

,HAzEL, MICHAEL V THE DALL.AS F'UBLIC
LIBRARY: CELEERATINGACENTURY oF
SERVICE, 1901 2001, DENTON: UNIVERSIT‘(
[OF NOR’TH TE:x.-\s PRESS; 2001 2.52PP ”
lLLUSTRATIONS, APPENDIX, BIBLIDGRAPHY
INDEX, $20.95 CLOTH, [SBN 1-57441 '141 1
2001 2787:3

‘VONLEY, GLEN 'BEYOND CONTENTMENT
'SANTA FE: SUNSTONE PRESS, 2001, 239PP.

| $24.95 CLOTH. ISBN 0-86534-3 1.1:X; -

$18.95 PAPER. ISBN 0865343438, 00-

- -'053779

‘ Umversuty of Alabama

J-ﬂtstary of he. ’Btg R |
I) T fie .Daffas

‘ often enyoys W’ew

“whert he i is. completmg

| his MiA-in English. He {

recewed his B:A. in -
‘ Enghsh from Mercer o
Umversny and his
M.LLS. frem the




Sammife Munson...|

is the authior;
| compiter, omcf
Ceditor for A

gremc[ Gatﬁermg, |

“an anthology -
‘celebrating tﬁe
“strong 6ond§ 8
\between L

' grana[pareﬁts e

‘and their -

' gmna’cm[cfmn -

' 'J oAn Martm is: the

|- auther of. Yankee Gzrl a

-fyoong adult novel
: released m 2002 She
“has also pubhshed
?numerous articles ancl

= :rewews She IS a ret1red

. educator

Maty Meaux has taug'h't
. Enghsh Composmon at’

_Lamar. University for .

the past four:.year_s..‘ She 0

is an Elvis fan and is

: ourrently at work ona
novel ‘with an Elv1s
‘--tw1st
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A GVanof Gatﬁermg

_ Sammye Munson.

What Is a.Grandparent?
Review by JoAn Martin

When grandparents are mentioned in any -

gathering, everyone has unique memoties-to

share. Glandpeuents love has been called the
purest love: it is unconditional-and -
1mmeasurab1e

Grandparents are nurturers and hlstorlans
They fill in the gaps left by working parents
and broken homes, These essays make the
reader aware of a gre'lt responsibility to create

|  continuity in a society of change and to givea .-
|- child a sense of belonging,

A Grand Gathering is a colléction of stories
depicting the pride in emigrating to America,

of memories of the Depression, of cemotery
cleanings, of triumphs over slavety, and of

. tears from joy as well as sorrow. The. author
has even- included: _excerpts from Caral Bumett, -
. Dan Rather, Eudora Welty and Laura Bush.

Most touching gre the written tributes and
drawings from sccond-graders and fifth-
graders in the Houston area to the1r
grandpalents

" As'soon as.a child is-born,a bond is

established between grandparent and

-grandchild, and that bond continues to
2| strengthen. New grandparents are surprised at
"1 the surge of feeling for this scrap of life.
Grandchildren are the promise of the ongoing -
‘of one’s family. This kind of unconditional

love and acceptance from a person who

| thought he was special will sustain a child
. through difficult times. In our country, there .
arg over socty million grandparents giving free

gifts of love and time to then: SpeCIal

: grandchlldren

-Sammye Munsori, ed1tor has collected this

anthology of memories hoping that we will
learn more about being grandparents, She lives
in the Houston area and has written ﬁve

__chlldren s books..

MUNSON SAMMYE. A GRAND GATHERING

| AusTing EAKIN PRESS, 2002. 115PP.

$22.95 PAPER. | ISBN 1-571 8871 8-
200201 0645, . .

|2002006362. . -

) ffvw‘ jZl Radio }[Lstory'
From 1945-1955

Aaron Webster

The Misadventures of Pre-famous Elvis
Review by Mary Meaux '

Since Elvis Presley s death in 1977, overyono
and his cousin Bill lias written a biography of the

King, mostly focusing their efforts on Elvis’ stise |

to stardom beginning sometime around 1956
when RCA bought the rights for pennies, which

 subsequently turned to the gold that’s heen .

rolling in since then. But' Aaron Webster, a

" Southern [llinois disc jockey, toots a new Presley ‘

horn, Webster recounts the adventures, mostly
misadventures, of the young “E” before those
ghtzy RCA days. . :

'Y _The reader ndes along as Elvis pracucally begs .
Sam Phillips at Syn Records to give him a go, as
- Elvis hides out at the movies while “That's All

Right (Mama)” rocks the Memphis airwaves and

‘the deejay sends his parents to find him for an
“interview, and as the country and western

Louisiana Haynde tour turns rock *n rell with
gitls literally screaming and scratching for more.

Webster includés interesting tidbits that often get-

lost in the eracks, like Elvis’s first pink Cadillac
dying a horrible death, engulfed in flames on the
side of the highway, and how the female fans

" decorated his replacement vehicle with l1pst1cked

names and phone n,umbers

- Thisisa fun read and a must-have for E]vts

devotees of any age, Webster includes rare R
photographs from his own collection on nearly -

~every page. Finally, a new and interesting -
*" approach to the man everyone Joves to talk

about

firy:

o '.:-_ﬂe,..*:’-, :
: i i‘lii' .

WEBSTER: AARON. ELVIS! A RADIO HISTORY -
FROM 12451955, PLANO: REPUBLIC OF
TEXAS PRESS, 2003: 2B1pPP, PHOTOGRAPHS,
[LLUSTRATIONS, BIBLIOGRAPHY, INDEX;
$18.98 PAPER. ISBN 1-55622~943-7
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p Texdis Teachers
‘Dorothy McConachie

T0

o Celgbrati ng Great Téxas T eachin'g'
- Review by Andrew B. Proslar -

~Inan cffort to recognize exceptlonal Tcxas K-

. 12 teachers, McConachie solicited

. ‘hominations from parent-student groups,

- faculty, and adm1mst1atwe staff at 100 -

“randomly selected Texas schools, both public
and private, as well as from the public at large

©. via partlclpatmg daily Texas newspapers. A
screening commiittee of parents and educators .

‘then evaluated each nominatien an_d identified
the obvious standouts, with whom the author
conducted follow- ap interviews. From the .

- collected material the screening committee .
_then helped the author determine the thrrty—ﬁve
teachers.this volume proﬁles :

These sketches are clasmﬁcd 1nto ﬁﬁeen
unpumbered chapters accerding to the
characteristics that distinguish the teachers
in¢luded in each section: respect, discipline,
caring, innovation, and almost a dozen more.
Bach profile includes; a photograph of the
teacher with 2 caption identifying his or her

- city and school; a précis-of his or her’
ph1losophy of teachrng interspersed with

‘quotations; a brief wotk history; and a varymg o

number of comments from students

The ostensible purpose of thrs waork isto .

" celebrate gréat Texas teaching. It is well
written, prmted with high-quality matenals
attractive, and capably edited; however, its

- appeal to either a general or academic-audience

" “would be limited, except in those communities
~ where the recognized teachers work and live,

* where it might serve as a sort of vanity
publication.

MCCONACHIE, DOROTHY, TOF TEXAS
| TEACHERS PLANO; REPUBLIC'OF TE:xAs
F'RESS, 2002, 268PP.. lLLUSTRATIONS, .
BIBLIOGRAPHY, INDEX. $18 95 PAPER ISBN
1«55622 883 X - i

The Forgotten War:
Texas Veterans
Remember Kovea .
Mackey Murdock

'Though Much'Is Taken - o
‘Review by Andrew B, Proslar

In?28 n_umbéred chépters, Murdock rélatés the

, stories told to him by the front-line veterans in

interviews and gleaned by him from their
emails, reunions, and letters, The stories read
like fieuon, perhaps because it is difficult to
tmagine anyone surviving with psyche intact
the misery that characterized the Korean =
- conflict—much less retaining the humor and -
perspective that mark these reminiscences.
Some of the interviews overlap,-and chapters
 are not always begun or ended where.one -

would expect, but perhaps the asynchronous

organization, the wrinkled timeline, the -
progress by association are devices that help
make the mtel views maore unmedlate less.

' artrﬂclal :

The narrators’ shared expenences and values e

distinguish them-from the rest of their -

generation, but bind them _closely to cach other "
* in martial fellowship. The Koreah War was not

populat, and one mnight expect the lack of -

_support or recognition on the part of the nation -

to havo left these vetorans disillusioned and
jaded. These interviews, however, reveal Iéss. .
cynicism than acceptance, Iess fractious
 bitterness than composed imperturbability. The
- occasional purple-tinged description can be
eagily overloolced

‘While the book could pussrbly serve as
supplementary reading for some acadenic.
disciplines, it would be of intérest primarily to”

‘Korean War veterans and their famiilies.
Recommended for Texana and history. .
collections, and for general eirculation in
public libraries serving an older populatioil.

'Dorotﬁy _
_ .McConac:ﬁre 1. a
: former teacﬁer ;
| and the autﬁor of
Our Texas .
[ Heritage: ftﬁm 2l
| Traditions and " |
. [“Recipes, She Lives .
' :,m Da[[as, ‘T exas

MURDocK MAGKEY. THE FORGOTTEN WAR.

REP!JBLIC OF TEXAS PRESS, 2002. 247pP.B.
‘& W. PHOTOGRAPHS, BIBLIOGRAPHY INDEX.
$1 8 95 PAPER; ISBN 1-55622 899 6. N

. TEXAS VET‘ERANS REMEMBER KOREA. PLANO;

Close to the Heart
Diane Gon_za,les Bertrand

Can Two Stubborn People Find Happmess

Together?
Revrew by Frances M Ramsey

J essie Medina is the .ent_husrasuc new
(Continued on page ten)

f-assc}clate edrtor for i ',‘ .
: Review of Texas Boaks‘ 1
for over a decade He .
: 'has publlshed crltlcal
?amcles, ﬁctlon and

' poetry, but his purpose : '_ :
" inlife is. spor]mg hls o

| W1f’e and son
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L I)wme gomzafes
3 [ﬁertrand’s otﬁer
g noveﬁv mcﬁw{e

'Sweet j‘tfteen, L

_lﬁessons oftﬁe N
'game, Aficid’s '“j .
_"T?’easure Tring’s
i Choice, and’

E "Irmo s ’ftme. f}{er
Cﬁi&:ﬁ’ens ﬁooés
mcﬁwfe Tamrfy, g j J'
| j’ﬂmrﬁa, ’U'ncfe
_Cﬁente s ﬁ’wmc,
_-omﬁf ’T ﬁe LdSt EO[E 3

'rrl"raﬁees' M. Ra1ﬁs‘ey'is"'a 1
_ -1et1recl hbrarlan from L
-'-the Beaunont1SD. She

' recewed herB 8.in. . -

- zoology from Kansas .

1 State Umversrcy and. her

. llbrary certiﬁcatmn

| from Oklahoma State
.Umversrty )

(Contrnued from page nmc)

‘development director for St. Joseph’e High _
School, which needs much inéreased fundmg if .
- it is to ‘continue educating boys in San -

Antonio. She needs the help of the plesrdent of

~the Alimni Association, Roland Tovias. Jessic

_ is anindependent career gitl dedicated to doing

" her best-for the school from whiich her brothers’
.graduated, Roland runs a successful auto repair

. ‘business with his uncle and values’ famrly ‘

 traditions with which he has been reared. Ho

~ doubts the wisdom of a female development

director for an all-male institution. Both are

|. stubborn in holding out for their own 'ways of .

doing things as they grow in appreciation of
the other’s fine qualities. Together they -

_managea benefit concert by a famous alum of
Uy S Joseph’s and begin the process of pufting

"I “the school on a stronger financial basis.

" However, they struggle with male- female roles’
" and career versus famlly for modern young

WOl’l’lCﬂ

‘ Drane Gonzales Berlrand a native of San. |
" Antonio, has succceded in describing the yo-yo
‘emotions of growing- lové and old ideas of how

life should be. The issugs that trouble these ‘

| attractive young people are those which cach -
1 couple must face in planning for a happy future

=7 together. In her own {riting, she focuses on:
| books that can be-enj joyed by the whole family.

Highly recommended

BERTRAND DIANE GONZALES CLDSF_' TO THE

‘HEART! HOUSTON, ARTE PUBLICO PRESS;. .
. - 2002, 169E'P $9 95 PAPER. ISBN 1 55885
e 3197 : _ ST

f)\fed»l/ Réﬁgiourr |

| Movements and
Religious _Crﬁerty m |

America :
_Derek H. Davis and Barry
| Hankms eds

How’ Much Rehglous leerty for New

- Religious Movements?
- Review by Frances M. Ramsey

These essays oft religious freedom and new
religious movements were first presented as’
papers at a conference at Baylor Umversny in
March 2001. Credentials for each essayist are

.‘  included. Timothy Miller grves histerical .

| perspectlve to new religious movements Anson
" outline the abuses of the Cult Awareness
 describes the Sea Organization of Selcntology as
_a conteniporary ordered religious commumty

_ controversral new religions as slaves, priestesses, . B
- ot pioneers. Satanism and witcheraft are

. "Wright covers the treatment of the Branch
“Davidians and the trials that resulted. Catherine

. Wessinger points out the need forlaw ]
~ enforcement agencies to have a better e

. They should be more- careful to remain- calt and
- not escalate tensmns unneccsmrlly Herbert C.

_ Scientology and the false clainis made agamst T

" problems of 1mplement111g President Bush’s

‘govemment and relrgrous eollectwns e

| INDEX..$29.98 CLOTH,

"_'2003100646

: Tﬁe Roots of’]’exas ﬂ\/lusw

: Specht eds.

. Probably nothmg is haeder than trymg to |

“in thls new volume cataloguing the origins of
* Texas music, the late Lawrence Clayton was
~ joined by Joe W, Specht to produce a valuable

Shupe, Susan E. Datnell, and Keéndrick Moxon

Neétwork and other deprogrammers with their -
disregard for individual rights. J. Gordon Melton

Susan J, Palmer drseusses women in

discussed by Tames T. Richardson. Stuart A.

understanding of the religious groups they
confront, as‘cvidenced at Ruby Ridge and-Waco.’

Jentzsch prosents the history and ideals of -

them. Adam C. Englrsh describes the pulposes of N
hushan Reconstructionism as proposed by .

Gary Notth and others, Derek I Davis

concludes the book with a d1scussron of the

Charitable Choice Program. Recommended for - '

':DAv:s, DEREK H AND BARRY HANKII}IS, EDS
NEW. RELIGIOUS MOVEME’.NTS AND RELIG!OUS
LIBERTY N, AME‘.RICA WACO: BAYLOR . 1 1Y
s UNNERS!TY PRES 2__ 2 2.08PP NoTEs,
[SBN 929 1 82. GE-O
516,95 PAPER, ISBN 929182~64~ -

Lawrence Clayton and Joe W

This Buffet Ineludes Salsa
Rewew by Clay Reynolds -

understand music merely be reading about it, but |

refetence tool and history of the background of

this; vital cultural element of the Lone Star State.

Divided into.nine chapters, each separately

authored, the volume parcels off specific-areas of

musical development in Texas h1story Afteran .

overwew by Gary Hartman, jazz is taken on by -
(Contmued o page eleven)
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(Commued from page ten) ,
Dave Oliphant in one of the liveliest and most
interesting chapters of the book: Subsequent .
chaptérs are devoted to the blues, classical
composers and various ethnic musical scores.
One of the_strongest chapters_m the book is
Kenneth W. Davis’s discussion of sacred and
religious music; truly a subject worthy of a-
 separate volume in its own right by virtue of its
complex;ty.and diversity. Joe W. Specht’s.
overview of country music is similarly
truncated by space allotments, particularly as
the “texana” craze presently going on -
continues the evolution in this, one of the’
.state’s more vital traditions. Well-balanced dnd -

" closely controlled, this last scholarly effort by
the much-beloved Clayton adds an important -

dimension to any-discussion of Texas history
but is marred principatly by “sins of omission”
rather than by anything resembling errots.

" Scholars will be pleased to discover the
thorough apparatus that accompanies almost -
every chapter, although more casual readers
will probably find the notes and academic .
jargon and occasional mdngences in -
encycloped1c listings a bit off- puttmg at times.
Certainly, though, anyone interested i in the -

“ subject of Texas culture-and the music it

gathered and ultimately produced will find this -

an essential reference to'ol. :

) 'CLAYTON LAWRE;N(;.E, AND JOE‘.W SPECHT, ‘
EDS. THE ROOTS OF TEXASMUSIS, COLLEGE "
~STAT:QN TEXAS: A&M UNIVERSITY. RESS,
2003:225PP; ILLUSTRATIONS, INDEX,. - "
.'FHOTOGRAPI:]S B[ELIOGRAPHY $29.95/ .
CLOTH ISBN 1-58544-221 6"20020071 19. .

- DAVIS,GRAHAM LAND1 |RISH PIONEERS IN

| CoLLEGE:; STATION: TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
PRESS, 2002; 304I=P lLLUSTRATJONs MAPS, :

Lcmcf I'rr,sﬁ ?wneers m
Mexican cmof

Re*vo[i&twnary T exa,s
Graham Dav1s

Irish Roots in Texas .
3 Rev1ew by Clay Reynolds

This study by Bntlsh historian Graham Dav1s
offets a worthy addition to the body of hard .

- scholarship about early Texas. It is not only a_
compendious and well-researched account of .
the role Irish immigrants played in the days of

_ the Texas colonization and subsequent . -
revolution; it is also an exceedingly -

entertaining text filled with .obserVations that

. REVIEW OF TEXAS BOOKS

are often tinged with irony and good humor, I -
many ways, the Irish, as well as'the French and

" the Italians, who were: also important addmons
" to the ranks of early Texas settlers, were a

hatural match for the inquisitional Catholicism
of the Spanish cum Mexican government of the

period; that they have never been fully credited . -

with a role in Texas history that matches their -

. impact and importance is, likely,.a testimony -

to the anti-Cathelic sentiments of many of the

. more visible Anglo Protestants who rose to

prominence in early Texas politics and who, to

. some degree, were the authors of its early
* history. Of particular interest is Davis’s use of’

period documents—letters, ete.—to offer
contemporary aecounts, often hyperbolically -

" rendered, of the land itself, the Indians, and

other accidents and properties of this new -
opporlumty for Trish fleeing the poverty and

. oppression of their homeland. Unlike many

similar volumes, Davis’s account is fascinating

. in its selection of examples and in the way he

mields them together in an entertaining’ and’

+ ‘informative historical account; Although -

seemingly full of apparatus for further study

and research, the book would have profited by, -

more illustrations, particularly photographs,

- drawmgs .ot paintings of the period, but as it

sits, it is more than an academlc tool, It’s also a
good read i

MEXIGAN AND REVOLUTIONARY TEXAS,

PHOTOGRAPHS, INDEX; E[EL[OGRAFHY, o
APPENDIXES. $29,95 CLOTH, lSBN 1-53544~
| 89~9. 2001 008478, L . :

| B[acé fPo*wc[mf Wﬁtt‘e

Smoke

'Loren D; Estleman' |

The Tra;ls Meet at Denver

‘Rcwew by Clay Reynolds ‘

With avivid demonstra,tlon of. his remarkable

devotion to period accuracy, Loren Estleman’s
Tatest novel picks up again on the same themes

he used so effectively a few years ago in The.
Master Executioner. This novel follows four '

story linés that ultimately conneet through the
_ lives of two desperate men. Honey Boutrille, a
‘bouncer in a New Otleans brothel, kills a

(C.onﬁhued on page twelve)

£oren IJ :
fst‘femam is a

| profific editor aﬁﬁf |

‘author, Somg of
| fits othier

: puﬁﬂcatiom
| tnclude. Amencan

West: Twenty.

| New Stories from
' tﬁe We tem

,-Jlmefffica,

published. Ey s t

Martin's ’P?"eSS,. _7 3
: (2001) and White .|
--ri)esert puﬁ(wﬁeaf .
gﬁy j’org ‘(2001) "

TRISH PIONEERY
¥ HEXICAH Al Y
WAVOLULIGHARY

11




IR

- REVIEW OF TEXAS BOOKS

rank L. Stalings,
BA and MA in

Texassmr,e R
|:College, Canyon,

.-Q?%xasyaﬁcf_-df L

| fromthe < ©

|-an extensive - .

_HuﬁianifieS atthe
Univetsity of Texas at -

: boé‘lés'it_ltﬂl_.lc'l_a‘Thg I

. 'Monuméﬁtj;}"and_"Th(z o
i

.
' J;%.—.ff_f_'eceiygp{ fiis

L ongis rom west

PR, w1 Tnglish”

University of
| Texas. He hias had

teacftiﬂg career; |
| anourentéy e

| x nt’ucﬁy‘ -

| Clay Reynoldsis-~ .
| professa of fiterature”
‘and agsthetic studies as |
‘{well asassociate dean.of
._ undergmduatestudles T
forthe School of Arts & | L

| Dattas. His-pubished -

Tentmaker, Ars Poeticd,

~ (Continued from page cleven)

~maniacal white man who threatens to behead
one of the prostitutes. Because he is “blacker °

" than black,” Boutrille is forced to flee. By a
circuitous route, he takes river transport to

. Galveston, Texas, killing an unscrupulous boat
pilot along the way, then falls ill and is

-~ befriended by the black population of the
island. This leads to another shooting and

| sends himon to Corpus Christi; a fugitive with

* no future. Tn the meantime, Twice Emerson; a -
former bushwhacker from the border country
and pathological killer and train.robber, runs

. afoul of the San Francisco Tong. His murder of

the lam, and he terroriZes the nortbwest:
-torritories, seeking anonymity in a rapidly
- civilizing frontier. Meanwhile, Torbet, a failed
novelist from Chicago, is dispatched by his

life story; at the sanie time, a theatrical
{ promoter named Box, touring the West with.

locating and pairing the two desperadoes in an
exhibition, he can make a fortune. Estleman
follows these four straing across the western
United States until they converge in the

| unapologstic, the story moves forward,

2| bolstered by Estleman’s almost encyclopedic :
| - knowledge of period detail, ranging from name -
" brands to colloquial and slang expressions for -

common items. In a way, that®s the novel’s

‘making sure of the proper ferm clutters the
prose and pushes character and plot into the
‘background. By the end, though, a sterling tale

- provide a sometimes exciting and ulli mately
satisfying read. . R L

ESTLEMAN, LOREN D, BLACK POWDER, WHITE
SMOKE. NEw YORK: FORGE, 2002.318pP. -

| 20020692266, . L

Black _Sunc;fd'y; The Great

Dust Storm of April.i4,

1935

Frank L. Stallings, Jr:

This April Blizzard Had the Wind, But No
"~ Snow - ‘

e J Review by Jon P. Tritsch

one of the Chinese leaders puts him back on *

publisher to locate Boutrille and capiure his - - '

booming mining mecca of Denver. Gritty and

| greatest virtue as well as ils greatest fault; at . '
| times, the strain of naming evety item and -

laced with irony and spirited charm emerges to

$24.95 PAPER. ISBN 0-765-30189. . " .|

. For people living in the Texas Panthandle during' ;

the 1930s, terms like “Black Sunday” or “Black

" Blizzard” are sure to inveke memoties of that

Palm Sunday of Aptil 14, 1935.. The author,

- Frank Stallingé, was oﬁly a lad of séven years ir‘i_ o
‘Pampa, Texas when he witnessed this

granddaddy of dust storms as it rolled across the

-drought-stricken areas of eastern Colorado,. .

“| ‘his lesbian-quick-chang artist, decides thatby  southwestérn Kansas, the Oklahoma and Texas

Panhandles, and northeastern New Mexico. -
Othet dust storms had stfuck this area now
known as the “Dust Bowl,” but this one took .
éveryone by surprise by its suddenness and the-
intensity of the blowing dust, Staltings’ book is-

. comprised of transcribed oral histories of
‘numerous individuals who experienced the

phieriomenon. Bach recorded recol_lcct{on'b_ears
stark witness to that day when a calm, clear

* Sunday turned darkéi than pight. People who

were outside enjoying the weather found

 themselves fleeing for shelter from the oncoming
tidal wave cloud of dust. Tt proved to be almost .

impossible to keep homes frec of the gritty'and . |
‘sometimes oily dust as it seeped through every
crack and crevice and coated everything, even
inside bathroom medicine cabinets. The many - -
photographs throughout the book are an added
pictorial witness to what péople saw on that ,
“Black Sunday.” The author also included many’

© newspaper storids reporting the event of that time |

and of the fifty-year anniversary remembtarices.
Poetry verses and even a.short' one-act play about
the storm complete this fascinating book.

This collection of oral histories that tell the story
of the Great Dust Storm should be a nieeded
purchase for libraries in the affecied areas. Other
public and academic libraries should likewise
consider this book for their collections as well.

STALLINGS, FRANK ki BLAGK SUNDAY: THE

| GREAT DUST STORM OF APRIL 14,1938, -

AUSTIN; EAKIN PRESS, 2001, 182PP, =
ILLUSTRATIONS. 19,95 PAPER./ISBN 1~
57168-526-6:2001-54465. .
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REVIEW OF TEXAS BOGKS |

| The Lone Star and the
Swastika: German -
Prisoners of War in

Texas .
g Richard P. Walker

o A Look at POW- Camps in Texas During -
World War IEand Their Guests. '
" Review by Jon P. Tritsch

Other than Judith Gansberg’s 1977 book
Stalag, U.S.A.: The Remarkable Story of
.Gérfman'POWS in America; little has been
widely published on camps hosting Axis’ .~

..+ prisoners of war (POWs) in this country, -

- particularly in states like Texas.. In this well-
documented arid extensively researched book, -
the author examines several facets of these

Texas POW camps, in¢luding the site selection

: progesses for the canps, the rations and daily
- camp routines, the Axis prisoners themselves
and their actrvrtles, and civilian interaction -

. with the camps and prigoners. Since the Fexas.
. camps were home to the largest single share of .
-enemy-prisoners of any state—nearly 50, 000—
' Walker has determined, probably correctly,

- “that his survey can be seen asbeing fairly
+ typical of other camps acrossthe eountry :

1t should be notecl that the boolc ] trtle is
- slightly misleading as Italian and Japanese

~ POW iitternees in the Texas camps are also

~ mentionéd, although they represented only a
- tiny fraction of the overwhelnnng numbers that
were German pllsoners Co

This work, published posthulnou-sly a year.

. after Walker’s death, is based on his doctoral

* dissertation from North Texas State University
in 1980. Included are some helpfiil maps and a
* few pictires, mostly of the Kenedy POW camp
.and some of its German officer prisoners.
Extensive endnotes and a first-class
brbhography of mostly pr[mary material top

" off this cxccllcnt book. The Lone Smr and the
Swastika merits a strong recommeéndation for
any academic library wishing to.add to their

callection of World War 11 material,
partrcu]arly on'the Home front. Public libraries

- in commumtlas that were host to any of the
' Texas POW camps may want to comrder thrs A
‘ﬁne work as well.

R:cﬁarc( ’_'F' o i
H:','Wa[ﬁer, autﬁor of
“-T he: ,Eone Stm' mfw[
a \.itﬁe Swastu@a; e
f?msoners of Wa'r

WALKER, RICHARD P TH:-: LONE STAR AND- .
| THE SWAST IKA. GERMAN PRISON ERS OF' WAR

" [ 1IN TEXAS. AUSTIN: EAKIN PRESS, 2001 |

260PP lLLUsTRATlQNs, BIBLIOGRAPHY’, -

99 23794

- ,-at thona,

|INDEX. $24.95 PAPER. ISBN 1 5716834‘]-0 :
' = 'C‘o[[ege in jf i~ e
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Other Secret It a,[és

| . ‘V1ola Canales

Hlsp'amc Rm' Grande Vallej" .

Review by Janet K. Turk

In Viola Canales debut collection of short
gtories, she offers readets a vivid view of

~ Hispanic culture and lifestyle in the Rio’
Grande valley as seen through a child’s eyes. . |

Readers experience an homage to the Virgin of
Guadalupe, the celebration of the three Magi,
and the worghip of sainfs important to the
Hispani¢ population of the area,'Likewise,

readers are given an intimate view of family
“and eommiunity dynamics as-the coming-of-
age narrator discovers changes W‘lthrn herself‘ ‘

and her Surroundmgs

‘Canales’ command of i 1magery shines . -
* . _throughout the collection. In the story entitled -

“Nopalitos, one can almost feel the pricldy

. thotns, both on the plant and in the community, = |7 . 7+ °

Plus, in “The Bubble Gum Pink House,;” the

“narrator vividly describes the colorful,

flamboyant houses of the neighborhood with

* such attention to detail that the readers feel as
if they are walking the streets with the young

- girl. Likewise, the stories “The Flamingoes,”

. “The Cafe,” and “The Magi” illustrate with

- loving detail the relationships that blossom

between grandparents and grandchlldren

This debut collection is hlghly récommended - -

SV:" toria T exas:’

' ,,'MA ﬂom Sarn
"Housta _State
: _'_:Uchrsn%y ‘

CANALES, VIOLA. ORANGE CANDY SLICES AND |

e O‘I‘HER TALES, HOUSTON: PINATA BOOKS; |
2001. 176PF., $9.95 PAPER ISBN 1 5588& ;
332:4. , _ :

'.'sophomore hterature

in fﬂexas, was a
'[ongttme professor '

, Janet K Turk has been '
o lecturer of Enghsh at’
Lamar Umversrty for

seven years She teaches
‘composmon classes and

classes
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| sPARKS; KERRELYN FoR LOVE OR COUNTRY

| For Love or Count’ify. |

-I{é_rrelyn Sparks

. When a Spy Falls for a Sf)y :
1 Rev1ew by Janet ) Turk

' Kerrclyn Sparks debut novel offers multlple _
avenues for reader interest. Set in the political

hotbed of Boston. Massachusetts shortly before
the Revolutionary War, the story line presents

| Quiney “Quin” Dearlington Stanton, a-foppish- :
* loyalist by day and a saboteur of British planq
~ by night. He believes his vast array of spy.

gadgots will help keep him safe and help. his
true cause, However, when he encounters
Virginia Munro, a fellow patriot turned spy,

“his gadgets are not enough to keep them both

safe, neither from the Bl‘itlSh nor from each’

.| other,”

| “The novel blends delightful chatacters with -
| - pelitical intrigue, historical detaﬂs romance, .

and slapstick hiimor as.the two spies stumble

“into each other and into iove Whlle attrachon

afid lové may not seem like a problem

| conflicts mushroom when the two people

involyed dre each unaware that the othor.

| personis also a spy. The plot is farther _
*| . thickéned as negative family dypamics of the
"England based Dearlington relatives encroach

upon Quin and his uncle, the ﬂ’llrd son of a.

=5 wealthy Bntlsh 1and0wner

Aithough the novcl isa fast—paced entcrtammg
- tead, there are slight problems with.some of
- the details Sparks presents in the story. For -
| ¢xample, she introduces-a submarine for
© Quincy’s use during his spy games, and his

cattiage has more hidden compattments and.

_disguised weapons than the Pentagon does. -
 Likewise, she has the colonists blow up a ship.
" i§ the Boston Harbor, mstead of j Just dumpmg

tea as an act of protest

1. Desplte these slight ﬂaws For Love or
~ Country is a highly amusing nove] for a lazy-

summet day. Collectors of romance fiction will

find Sparks’ novel to be a we]come addmon to -

their collecuons

| NeEw YoRK: FORGE, 2002 304pP. $6. 99

FAPER ISBN 0-765-34037 2

-_T exas ’Bacf Boys.
- Gamblers, Gunﬁgﬁters

and Grifters

' J Lee Butts

Infamous Texans ‘

- Review by Steve Zani .

Coe

. J Léo Butts hab pmduccd colorful blographles of
© - several mfamous figurés from Texas hlSLOl‘y The
‘baok is well researched, and Butts does an

excellent job of trying to malce sense out of the

.. many tangled and conflicting accounis that

describe the lives of these cr1m1na]s and
adventurers Included.in the book are such

familiar and notorious figures as John Wesley

Hardin, and saveral other less well known but -
equally dsaclly men like bushwhacking “Watt”

~ Moorman, or Jim Miller, who, at the tender age. "
-of eight, allegedly killed hig parents, Also
. included are accounts of the lives.of men who '
- déemonstrate that the label “bad” is a fickle one. -
“Pink” Higgin$ was less a bad man than s1mp1y

someone'adept at killing his- enemies, (hegorlo i

*Cortez was hounded by the law less for his.

actions than due to ap etror in translatmg one of

_his sentences. One posmve aspect of this book is -
that it does not intend to glamorize its subjects.
. It's clear from these accounts that murder is 7
. often an empty, despicable act, accomphshed by

empty and despicable men—whose own lives ate

_ often ended in the same violent ways they were
lived. Butts has a very particular writing style,

heavy on comic similes and colloquial
expressmns Readers looking for humor and a

lesson in Texas slang will be dehghted (as they

might be by his prior work, written in a similar
style, Texas Bad Girls). The tapid-fire wit might,

* however, put off a reader’ looking fora research

(Continued on page fifteen)
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_ (Continiied from page fourteen)
source or a more deliberately “objective”
biography of these men. That caveat aside, the
Republic of Texas Press has produced a stable.

-~ of well- researched informative biographical
histories over the past few years, and this book

. more than adequately carrres on their
ipubhshmg tradrtlon :

-Bu*rrs, J LEE. TEXAS BAb Boys: GAMBLE:RS,
GUNF‘IGHTERS, ANL GRIFTERS, F'LANO :
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS | PRESS, 2002. 2.061=-P
IL.LUSTRATIONS, BIELIOGRAF‘HY, INDEX.

$1B 95 FAF'E:R ISBN 1 55622 879 1

- A Private in the Texas
Rangers: A, T. Miller of
Company B, frontter

- Battalion c

- John Mlller Moms

4 A Frontier ])lary
Review by Steve Zani

* More than a Select‘e'd diary of one Texas

Ranger, this book is a sumptucusly researched .

-window into the late nin’et_eenth—century
frontier as it transformed itself into the Texas
of today. Thrillseekers looking for the

shooting, gambling, whoring, and racism that -

. otherwise make for good sensationalist history
will be disappointed by A. T. Miller’s terge,
sometimes sentimental journal entries. -

- However, fo1 the trué researcher and hlstonan

-~ the book is essential to understanding thls era
“in the development of Texas. Inside are
Miller’s personal ‘accounts of Rangers as they

hunted for criminals, negotiated with striking

“ workers, and dealt with the personality
" conflicts and property struggles of a grOng
- state. AR

The poteﬁtial and familiar glalnotlr of Ranger ‘

justice, however, is mitigated by writing that is
self-¢ffacing, personal and often touching.
Quiet moments of the diary reveal that a .

- Ranger could sometimes accomplish much of
his job by doing nothing more than being a
visible presence in town, of in a situation.
Equally understated entries, such as the one
that begins “But he is.not here,” display the
frustration-and solitude of a hard but futile
day’s ride on the frontier. What makes the

.and thoughtfulness behind the annotations that | 7

- REVIEW OF TEXAS BOOKS -

book even more notable, thougl, is the work

frame and contextualize the diary entries.’
Author Morris, the great- g1andson of d1arrst
Miller, provtdes a gredt deal of history and |
explication, without which much of the 1mport
of the text would be lost. Every page of the
book s fitled commentary and explanation,

. -and it is in that commentary that the book
~ shinies. In providing the necessary background

* to understand these diaries, Morris has
- revealed the humanity of his groat-grandfather,

but cvén more importantly, this essential

‘history reveals the shared humanity of the

. | B; FRONTIER BATTALION, COLLEGE: STA’T'ION :

townsfolk and settlers of an era of Texas -
hrstory
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! resem’cﬁ, am{ tﬁe ©
| uise ofﬁts grer;rt

| grandf ather’s’

-in. eomparatlve hterature
‘and teaches in the

) -Monms, JOHN MlLLER. A PR[VATE IN THE :

TEXAS RANGE‘.RS A.T; MILLER OF COMPANY

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2001
334PP lLLUSTRATIONS, BIBLIOGRAFHY,

' ‘ lNDEx. $24 95 GLOT‘H ISBN 0 89096-964-7 ,'

o '_ English Department at 0
- Lamar Unrver31ty

The Texas Institute of Letters, an organizati'on

whose purpose is to stimulate interest in Texas -

letters and to recognize distinctive literary

_ achievement; announced its award winners at

_the March-confergnce. Look for a list of award
"' recipients and reviews of some of the fiction in
the summer issue of Review of Texas Books.

Eh‘rail: ‘ _ '
ixbooks@hal. lamar.edu
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Steve Zani has a Ph D
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pér: year Approxlmate
delivery dates:
Wrnter~early February

Summer~August
F_allfNoyember '
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