Just the beginning . . .

Lamar University has dreams yet to be

fulfilled. And we’re dreaming big. Our students deserve to see those plans come
alive. Alumni and friends of Lamar deserve to see Lamar prosper. Our campus is
more beautiful than ever, yet some needs remain unmet. New construction is part of the
Campaign for Lamar, and it is more—and means more—than just bricks and mortar.
As greater numbers of alumni return to campus each year for
special events, Cardinal athletics, reunions and celebrations, a comfortable place to gather takes on even more significance. There is
currently no place for alumni to call their own. The proposed
alumni center would be such a space, a symbol of the lasting,
beneficial connection between alumni and the university . . . a
“home” for those who visit campus to gather, a place to stop and
rest, to chat, to find out about the latest at Lamar, to meet and
enjoy alumni from their own era and connect with others.
Imagine arriving at the entry to Lamar University and seeing
a signature building—a “gateway” to the campus—that serves as
home base for alumni, as well as a welcoming place for students

who want to learn more about the achievements of alumni and
who can see the value of staying connected to Lamar when they
graduate. Such a building creates a venue for many important
functions—a comfortable location for that tailgate party before the
game, the reception for honorees, the center of hospitality for
Lamar alumni and friends. The plans include intimate spaces for
conversation and larger spaces for events, celebrations and
reunions. The main lobby would showcase the history of Lamar
through the stories of its alumni and former students. An outdoor
patio will host fall and spring events and be a lovely spot for alumni
to enjoy the campus at twilight, remembering their favorite Lamar
experiences.
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Just a few days ago, hundreds of students, faculty, staff, alumni

event, I had the tremendous pleasure of announcing that Lamar

Cardinal Cadence is published by the Division of University
Advancement, Lamar University, a member of The Texas
State University System and an affirmative action, equal
opportunity educational institution.

University has raised $46 million in the first two years of our
first-ever comprehensive campaign—a thrilling start toward a very
ambitious—but achievable—goal of $100 million.

Brian Sattler, Executive Editor, Director of Public Relations
Cynthia Hicks ’89, ’93, Editor, Publication Specialist
Larry Acker, Assistant Director, Writer

That $100 million will be the catalyst for turning possibilities into realities—a bold
investment in the future unparalleled in the history of this great university.
As they toiled and invested their last dollar, Patillo Higgins and Anthony Lucas could not
have imagined the impact their success at Spindletop would have on the world. Neither can
we imagine how this region and our world will change when we toil together to make such an
investment in the future at Lamar University.
Guiding us in this worthy endeavor is a campaign cabinet of exceptional caliber—
accomplished women and men who have come alongside Lamar University to provide
outstanding leadership and set the example for us all.
We are so thankful for the participation and generosity of those who have set our
campaign squarely on the path to success (many of whom you will read about in this issue of
Cardinal Cadence). We are emboldened as more and more individuals step forward, clearly
captivated by the renewed vision of the university and discovering the role they can play in
bringing it to fruition.
We are all partners in investing in the future. All gifts move us toward the goal—major
gifts, planned gifts, annual gifts—these options and many more are all ways you can participate.
Join with us in moving Lamar University to a new level of excellence by Investing in the
Future, today.
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Cathleen Cole, Brian Henry, Drew Lacy, Amanda Rowell,
Joe Lee Smith, writing
Marc Balanky, Steve Barrett, Keith Carter, Michelle Cate,
Jason Jones, Walter Rueda, Gus Salinas, Michael Stravato,
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Circulation includes 54,000 copies distributed to alumni,
faculty, staff and friends of Lamar University. If you have
received more than one copy of this publication, please
let us know.
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P.O. Box 10011, Beaumont, Texas 77710, or by
E-mail: alumni@lamar.edu
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Camille Mouton, Vice President
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Loraine Thibodeaux, Director of University Reception Center
P.O. Box 10011
Beaumont, Texas 77710
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“This is Lamar University’s moment.
This is the time.”
—ELVIS MASON
Honorary Chair, Campaign Cabinet

$46 million raised
An unprecedented beginning
A remarkable group of alumni and friends of Lamar University has led the way toward
a bold goal of $100 million, raising $46 million to date.
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE: THE CAMPAIGN FOR LAMAR UNIVERSITY |

GOAL: $100 MILLION

Lamar University’s first comprehensive campaign had a dramatic public launch on Saturday, May 3,
in the Montagne Center. Jimmy Simmons, the popular president of Lamar and talented musician
assembled a great orchestra for the Jimmy Simmons and Friends Encore concert. It was during this
well-orchestrated evening before an audience of several thousand that President Simmons announced
the campaign and the news that the university had raised $46 million in the two-year “silent phase”
toward a stunning $100 million goal.
Calling the response in the silent phase “an unprecedented
beginning,” President Simmons praised the leadership of the
campaign cabinet and the generosity of donors who have made
historic gifts. He paid special tribute to Camille Mouton, vice
president for university advancement and her staff and noted that
every member of the university’s senior leadership have made
significant personal commitments as well.
“Investing in the Future: The Campaign for Lamar
University” is a direct result of President Simmons’ leadership,
which inspired so many people to make significant philanthropic
investments according to Elvis Mason, honorary chair of the
campaign.
4 | CARDINAL
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Simmons became Lamar’s 10th president in 1999. Since
then, the university has been transformed physically as well as
academically. A walk across campus today reveals a university on
the move with physical manifestations of change: four Cardinal
Village residence halls housing more than 2,000 students,
state-of-the-art dining and recreational facilities, and ongoing
renovation of academic buildings. With a robust student body,
enrollment has grown 35 percent.
At the same time, Simmons was leading fundamental
changes in academic programs and support for faculty and
students. Four new doctoral programs have been established.
Significant progress has been made in student recruitment

and in support for students through enhanced scholarships, including the Mirabeau Scholars—a Simmons
initiative that recruits top academic talent, a hallmark of a
strong university. Other scholarships that lighten the
financial burden for students continue to grow as well.
Simultaneously, University Advancement has led a
sustained effort to identify, engage and seek support from
alumni and friends. Several key organizations embraced
the Simmons vision and helped create the transformation: the LU Foundation board, alumni board, Cardinal
Club, Friends of the Arts, and college and department
advisory councils.
Lamar is a remarkable story. From humble beginnings as a junior college, Lamar became the place of
opportunity for bright and ambitious young men and
women who sought an education as a path to a better life. Many of
those former students are today’s entrepreneurs, inventors, CEOs of
global companies, lawyers of international acclaim, doctors, teachers,
nurses and others who change lives and enhance communities. At the
same time, Lamar has become a cultural and economic force for
Southeast Texas.
Lamar is where it is today because of people. Caring faculty,
ambitious and engaged students, and dedicated staff create an
enduring place where students can achieve their dreams. Lamar has
benefited from the right leadership in critical times: presidents like
John Gray, who inspired community confidence and had great vision,
and Jimmy Simmons, who came from the faculty to lead Lamar in
unprecedented positive change and a bold vision for the future.
This vision captured the imagination of a remarkable group of
alumni and friends who enthusiastically agreed to lead and support
this historic campaign to raise $100 million for faculty, students,
programs and facilities that will move Lamar to national prominence
in the years ahead.
Increased private philanthropic support is essential to the
“margin of excellence” that will sustain and enhance the impressive
success of the past 10 years.
A goal of $100 million is exceptional for a relatively young
university. The heart of the campaign and a building momentum is
found in the fact that donors with the potential to transform a
university have chosen to make their investment at Lamar.
As you read this issue, you’ll discover many alumni and friends
you haven’t heard about before—along with new endeavors and new
programs they have seeded and are enhancing for the benefit of Lamar
students. There is more to come.
Visit lamar.edu to learn the latest news and call (409) 880-2117
to discuss how you may participate in this campaign. Lamar needs
each of you to help make it happen.

Making it Happen
These are a few of the many people who have committed to
strengthening Lamar’s future.
The Beaumont Foundation of America established 16 new endowments creating Southeast Texas Legends Scholarships honoring local
citizens and contributed significantly to the endowment supporting
the Judge Joe J. Fisher Lecture Series at Lamar University.
David Beck ’61 created the David J. Beck Fellowships, Lamar’s
most prestigious award to students. Beck hopes the fellowships will
give outstanding undergraduate scholars with financial need, who
are, above all, high achievers, even more opportunity than he had as
a student—opportunity to study and research in their chosen field
and accept internships or the educational enrichment of travel rather
than relying on an outside job, sometimes more than one, unrelated
to their major.
Judy and George Dishman ’49 established an endowment that was
a milestone for Lamar—its first named department—The JoAnne
Gay Dishman Department of Nursing. Their generosity will allow
the department to grow, meeting a critical need in a vital field. The
gift, which will benefit future generations of nursing graduates,
reflects the commitment of Judy Dishman and her mother, Edna
Horn Gay. Lamar educates the vast majority of the area’s nurses.
As past chairman of the College of Engineering Advisory Council,
Phil Drayer ’67 is helping guide the college in a new era of growth.
He and his wife, Karen, will transform the electrical engineering
program through their gift, in thanks for which Lamar named the
Phillip M. Drayer Department of Electrical Engineering. Drayer said,
“My goal is to do what I can to move the Lamar College of
Engineering and the electrical engineering department to national
prominence for research . . . and to see it produce top-notch graduates who can make a big contribution for many years to come.”
Sheila and Walter Umphrey gave a transformational gift, enabling
Lamar to make lasting contributions to the region and to the world
through its many outstanding programs, research and graduates. In
recognition of their generosity, an extensively renovated and expanded building on campus was named the Sheila Umphrey Recreational
Sports Center. This new campus centerpiece has significantly
increased the quality of student life on campus. Alumni and friends
committed to higher education are making Lamar a more powerful
and effective university.
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“It has become the most important institution in Southeast Texas
and is vital to our area’s future growth. Now, more than ever, we have a
remarkable opportunity to strengthen Lamar and to have a positive impact
on the lives of thousands of students. ”
—ROY STEINHAGEN
President, Lamar University Foundation

Leading the way
For a campaign critical to a pivotal time in Lamar University’s
history, the 85-year-old institution needed leadership to match
and found it in the confidence and dedication of a remarkable
group of alumni, former students and friends. Recognizing Lamar is at
an unprecedented threshold, these loyal volunteers helped define strategic and significant goals to
ensure Lamar University has the resources to forge ahead. Inspired by the steady transformation of
Lamar during the last nine years of leadership under President James Simmons, cabinet members
are working to enable Lamar to take its place as a resource for the future of Texas, capitalizing on
the visible signs of progress and the rising reputation of Lamar’s academic programs.
“I admire what Lamar University has accomplished in recent years, and I see renewed respect
in the community and region for both Lamar and its leaders,” said campaign cabinet member

Roy Steinhagen, president of the Lamar University Foundation and CEO
of Steinhagen Oil Co. “It has become the most important institution in
Southeast Texas and is vital to our area’s future growth. Lamar’s academic
excellence is evident when you look at the graduates coming from its
various schools—from engineering to nursing to business. These bright
students are choosing to remain in this area and are filling the demand for
leadership in our expanding economy.”
The campaign cabinet would be the envy of any university, comprising men and women whose successes and reputations span the nation and
the globe. Many cabinet members and alumni express the value of Lamar
University to their lives. Their experiences are the inspiration for current
and future faculty, students and staff. “It is unprecedented for Lamar to
have this caliber of talent leading the university’s first campaign,” said
Camille Mouton, vice president of university advancement.
“Now, more than ever,” Steinhagen said, “we have a remarkable
opportunity to strengthen Lamar and to have a positive impact on the
lives of thousands of students. The ‘Investing in the Future’ campaign will
create a stronger Lamar University Foundation, with a larger and more
engaged group of donors who will see it as a sound place to invest their
philanthropic dollars.”
Already, this cabinet has led the way in realizing $46 million of the
$100 million campaign goal.
The breakdown shown by the chart reflects only gifts received to
date. The campaign is a dynamic, evolving endeavor. Donors who choose
to give to Lamar create gifts specific to the things closest to their hearts.
Each person is inspired to give for a different, very personal, reason.
“We work with alumni and friends individually to bring their dreams
to fruition—creating a scholarship that honors a loved one, naming a
department or providing academic and faculty enhancement. One thing
they do have in common: Each gift always helps our students, now and
in the future,” Mouton said.
“We invite you to join us at this historic time for Lamar University
by making an investment in the future. We can assure you it will make a
dramatic difference, one that will enrich lives for years to come.”

$46 Million Raised Toward Goal

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
C A M PA I G N C A B I N E T
HONORARY CHAIR

Dan S. Hallmark ’65

Elvis L. Mason ’59

Regional Chairman (Ret.)
Hibernia National Bank
Beaumont

Founder/Managing Partner (Ret.)
Mason Best Co.
Dallas
CO-CHAIRS

Michael E. Aldredge ’65
President/CEO (Ret.)
Puffer Sweiven
Bellville

Principal
Technology Management Co.
La Jolla, Cal.

Charles E. Mason ’72
President—Mason Construction Inc.
Beaumont

Gregory M. Thompson
Mediator
Beaumont
MEMBERS

David J. Beck ’61
Partner
Beck, Redden & Secrest LLP
Houston

Tamerla D. Chavis, M.D. ’83
Neurosurgeon
Beaumont

William C. Childs ’62
Founder/President (Ret.)
Precision Tune
Kerrville

Douglas W. Matthews ’74
Director of External Affairs
University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston

William B. Mitchell ’58
Vice Chairman (Ret.)
Texas Instruments
Dripping Springs

Ray M. Moore ’50
Of Counsel—Moore Landry LLP
Beaumont

J. Pat Parsons ’71
CEO—Community Bank of Texas
Beaumont

Jordan W. Reese III ’66

7.32% 8.82%

Todd D. Christopher*

10.88%

Partner—Crown Team Texas
Beaumont

President (Ret.)
Bo-Mac Contractors Ltd.
Beaumont

Will B. Crenshaw

Regina J. Rogers

24.59%

Chairman—The Modern Group
Beaumont

48.40%

Phillip M. Drayer ’67

I n v e s t i n g i n t h e Fu t u r e
C A M PA I G N G I F T S U M M A RY R E P O RT

Scholarships
Academic Support
Undesignated
Athletics
Other Designations
Total
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Don M. Lyle ’63

$11,399,060
$22,437,664
$5,043,030
$3,393,176
$4,090,414
$46,363,344

President/CEO (Ret.)
Kalydus Asset Advisors LP
Dallas

Tyrrell L. Garth

Attorney/Community Advocate
Beaumont

William F. Scott ’70
CEO—Trans-Global Solutions Inc.
Nederland

Dan F. Smith ’69

President—Cheyenne Capital
Beaumont

President/CEO/Chairman (Ret.)
Lyondell Chemical Co.
Houston

D. Michael Grimes ’60

Roy N. Steinhagen

Grimes Energy Co.
Houston

CEO—Steinhagen Oil Co.
Beaumont

*deceased
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“The transformation at Lamar and the esteem
in which it is held today is due to Jimmy Simmons
and the team he assembled. His legacy will be
the most remarkable in Lamar’s history.”

KEITH CARTER

ROHN WENNER

— ELVIS MASON ’59

the $100 million goal.
“When I first met him in his role as president, the easygoing but
“Dr. Simmons has excited something in everyone who has any
very sincere, very concerned nature got my attention right away,” said
interest in Lamar University,” said Greg Thompson, co-chair of the camDan Smith ’69, retired chairman and CEO of Lyondell Chemical Co.
paign committee with Aldredge. “You go around the campus, and you
and a member of the campaign cabinet. “His enthusiasm for the
see it is a beautiful place now. The dorms are second to none. The cafeuniversity comes through in the first five seconds.”
teria is second to none. And the education is now realized to be second
A man whose modesty is genuine, Simmons seemed truly
to none. People are excited about the possibility of investing back into
surprised when a study to test the feasibility of a campaign revealed that
Lamar University and making it grow better.”
everyone interviewed believed Lamar University needed and deserved a
Academically, Simmons continues to enhance the university with
comprehensive campaign and that it HAD to happen while he was
new programs like construction management; endowed departments in
president. With the perspective of an alumnus whose relationship with
nursing and electrical engineering; and the new research and sponsored
the university spans more than five decades, campaign Honorary Chair
programs office. To support enrollment and enhance campus life,
Elvis Mason ’59 put it this way: “I had lost hope for Lamar to reach its
Simmons has guided the process to return football
potential until Jimmy Simmons became president.
to the university, in part, he jokingly says, because of
The transformation at Lamar and the esteem in
“the 350-piece marching band.” A new partnership
which it is held today is due to Jimmy Simmons
with Higher Education Holdings has garnered
and the team he assembled. His legacy will be the
national attention and is permitting Lamar to offer
most remarkable in Lamar’s history.”
high-quality master’s degrees in educational leaderHis full partner in Lamar’s transformation is
ship to teachers and administrators across Texas.
his sweetheart and first lady Susan (Williams)
This kind of innovation comes naturally to a man
Simmons ’68. Although he didn’t graduate from
who can play jazz in totally new ways.
Lamar himself, – he joined Lamar’s faculty in 1970
One response to such innovation has been the
– Jimmy often says he “did the next best thing by
steady growth, from 8,149 in fall 1999 to 10,379
marrying Susan,” a devoted Lamar alumna. She
in fall ’07, a trend that has picked up tempo despite
has spent countless hours helping mold campus
the damage wrought on the region by Hurricane
interiors and exteriors into the vistas and spaces
Rita in 2005. During this crisis period, Simmons
current students and alumni can claim with pride.
Susan and Jimmy Simmons
shone brightly, bringing together a team that
Today, Simmons could bask in his success as a
restored the campus and, with the hard work and sacrifice of the entire
musician and as a president, but his energy and drive to improve things
campus community, salvaged a semester that seemed lost.
plays on. “He has a clear vision of where he wants to take the universiNot lost on the community is Jimmy and Susan’s dedication to
ty,” Smith said. “In my experience in the business world, I’ve seen that
Southeast Texas. During the years, the couple has been devoted to
most leaders lack a clear vision. A truly successful leader clearly knows
community activities and organizations — from the Neches River
where they want to go. They may not know all the hows and whys to
Festival, Symphony of Southeast Texas and Art Museum of Southeast
get there, but they clearly know where they want to go. With their
Texas to the Rotary Club of Beaumont and Junior League as well as
enthusiasm, they can aggregate people around them who bring all the
arts, athletics and other endeavors at Lamar.
other skills to make things happen.”
“Susan is right there with him,” said Sheila (O’Hara) Reese ’65, an
“He really has the ability to draw people together, and that’s an
advocate for Lamar and wife of Jerry Reese. “They make a wonderful
uncommon trait, a real gift to be able to get people energized and
couple to lead Lamar. They’ve been a partnership.”
working for something,” said Jerry Reese ’66, retired founder of
Susan has played a leading role in the campus renaissance, drawing
Bo-Mac Contractors Ltd. and a member of the campaign cabinet.
on her considerable experience in the real estate business. “She’s been
“Jimmy has done a fantastic job of picking the right people for
very involved in the landscaping, and it’s just beautiful now,” Sheila
the right jobs,” Aldredge said. “The orchestra is tuned up, and it is
Reese said. “She’s been right there with him on decisions on the dorms,
performing fantastically.”
the dining hall, and the Sheila Umphrey Center. She’s always opening
Simmons’ appearances as a talented musician are always played
her home for different events, and I think she makes almost every meetbefore a packed house. He still performs regularly at Lamarrisimo!, LUing and luncheon and dinner that he makes. She’s been a really good
llaby of Broadway and other campus productions, in “gigs” with faculty
first lady of Lamar.”
and friends, and in special concerts like “Jimmy Simmons and Friends
When the history of Lamar University is written, Jimmy Simmons
Encore” held in the Montagne Center May 3, at which Lamar’s landmark
will hold a singular place. Future presidential searches at Lamar and
campaign, with a $100 million goal, was announced.
elsewhere may find the job description reading, “University seeks
His achievements as president have made him a symbol of
talented musician with excellent conducting skills …” Of course, the
leadership and a bright future for Southeast Texas and for The Texas
people of Lamar know there is only ONE Jimmy Simmons and,
State University System. Under his leadership, an outstanding camluckily, he is ours.
paign cabinet gladly signed on to help complete the transformation
begun by Simmons by raising more than $46 million to date toward

by Brian Sattler

A

A baton is raised. Suddenly, from cacophony comes brilliant symphony
as dissonance dissolves into harmony. This happens not by chance, but
by design. The maestro marks cadence, and a certain magic results.
When Jimmy Simmons discovered his love of music — and his
talent for it — he could not have imagined the qualities that make a
world-class musician would translate into the ideal attributes of a
university president.
“I marvel at the changes that have come about over the past eight
or nine years,” said Mike Aldredge ’65, general partner, Mill Creek
Land & Cattle Co., and co-chair with Greg Thompson of Investing in
the Future: The Campaign for Lamar University. “When Jimmy first
took office, I wondered how it was going to work out—someone
going from the band to the front office. I didn’t realize how much a
university could be like an orchestra.”
The story of the path from respected jazz musician to band
leader, faculty member and ultimately university president has a lot

8 | CARDINAL
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to do with the skills and intuition needed to work with a myriad of
musicians, different instruments and complicated scores to create
harmony and sensational sound.
Though Simmons played clarinet and saxophone early on,
(Jimmy Simmons and the Corvettes was his claim to fame), he honed
his keyboard skills as an undergraduate at Memphis State. Now with
decades of concert experience, when Jimmy Simmons walks on stage,
baton in hand, and stands before the orchestra, he is calm, confident
and enormously likeable.
The orchestra members – as well as his academic team - know
that what he seeks is what each of them wants—to make beautiful
music on stage and on campus. This gift, displayed so well by his
musical life, is the gift of leadership. The ultimate “music man,”
Simmons is someone people like and want to follow. He solves problems and creates harmony with a seeming effortlessness and a gentle
touch that is embraced and appreciated.
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BRIAN SATTLER

available to supplement its
overall academic mission.”
Elvis Leonard Mason
was born Oct. 4, 1933, in
Vivian, La. The third of
five children, he graduated
from high school in Vivian
and then served four years
in the Army infantry.
During a visit to his
mother, who had moved to
Beaumont, he abandoned
plans to attend Louisiana
State University and
enrolled at Lamar State
College of Technology.
Mason’s Lamar years
proved a harbinger of his
career. He served in a number of leadership roles –
including president of his
freshman class and the
by Louise Wood Student Government
Association – and developed associations with members of the
administration and faculty that would serve him well. He was president of the Cavaliers – predecessor to Alpha Tau Omega, which he
served as charter president – and was inducted into Delta Sigma Pi
business honor society and Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society.
In 1958, he was crowned “king of Lamar Tech.” Mason earned his
bachelor of business administration in economics and went on to
receive a Rotary International Fellowship, spending a year at Rhodes
University in South Africa.
“Even in the old days, when we were all Lamar Tech undergraduates together, we never doubted Elvis was destined for greatness,”
said classmate Ellen (Walker) Rienstra ’62. “On campus, he inspired
confidence on the part of students and faculty and always employed
his formidable mind, charismatic presence, capability and leadership
qualities to the good. To those of us who knew him ‘back when,’ his
towering achievements have come as no surprise.”
Mason’s valued his opportunity not only to pursue a degree but
also to become involved in student life and get to know the administration. F.L. McDonald was Lamar president at the time, and the
two worked together on a number of projects. As student body president, Mason led the charge to name the newest building on campus
– McDonald Gym – in honor of the longtime president.
Richard Setzer, who would succeed McDonald, was dean of the
College of Business and Mason’s primary academic advisor. Many of
those he met steered him toward John Gray. One of them was head
librarian Julia Plummer. “She told me, ‘I’d like for you to meet John
Gray. If the two of you will meet, I believe you’ll have a very longterm relationship.’”
Mason well remembers the day he met the man who was to
become his mentor and friend. “I went to the bank and had a visit

Banking on Lamar’s future

F

rom the small town of Vivian, La., to the highest echelons of
the banking industry, Elvis Mason ’59 has achieved success
beyond the most grandiose dreams of childhood.
Timing and circumstance directed him to Lamar University,
whose influence on his life, he says, is “total.”
“I give Lamar credit for everything I’ve done in my professional career because it all started here. The foundation I derived from
attending Lamar has been wonderful – and I say that from the
perspective of a 52-year relationship,” said Mason, now retired and
living in Dallas with Joan, his wife of 47 years, just a few blocks
away from one son and two of their three grandchildren.
“The relationships I developed at Lamar directed me toward
banking, toward John Gray,” he said. “I stayed in Texas and married
a Texas girl, so I guess you would say my entire life flowed from my
being at Lamar.”
The impact of Mason’s life on Lamar University has been
phenomenal. He served on the Lamar board of regents from 1974
to 1978, was honored as a distinguished alumnus in 1974, was
awarded an honorary doctor of laws in 1982, and, in 2003, was
one of the first inductees into the Business Hall of Fame. In 1981,
he spearheaded efforts to construct the John Gray Institute – now
the John Gray Center – in which the Elvis Mason Conference
Room now honors him. Now retired as co-founder and managing
partner Mason Best Co., he serves as honorary chairman of the
university’s campaign cabinet.
“I know from first-hand experience there is nothing more
important in Southeast Texas than Lamar University,” Mason said.
“Lamar University is the epitome of a university that really adds to
people’s lives. This campaign can make the difference between an
average university and what it can become when it has the funds
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she predicted, we did get married.”
with him, and he was so gracious. He asked me if I could spare the
Joan Baker Mason graduated from SMU where she was president
time to go to lunch with him – and obviously I could.”
of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. In Beaumont and Dallas, she has
After Mason returned from abroad and joined American General
been active in many community and church affairs. And, Mason adds,
Insurance as branch manager, Gray asked if he had considered banking.
“She’s been involved with Lamar for a long, long time, through me, so
Mason decided the time was not right, but, two years later, while
she feels like she belongs to Lamar. She has been a marvelous wife and
working in Corpus Christi, “I decided banking would be an arena
a wonderful mother.”
that would fit me better than the one I was in.” So Mason got in
The Masons have three children, Ross, of Dallas; Greg, of Athens,
touch with Gray.
Texas; and Jo Ellen, of Durham, N.C.; and three grandchildren. Greg
“He offered me the job and, after a few days, we made the
is a 1991 Lamar graduate with a degree in applied arts and sciences.
decision to move to Beaumont. We had one child, who was about 6
Mason has supported Lamar University “almost from the start,”
months old at the time, so that was a significant move for me – and
he says. “When I came back to Beaumont and joined the bank, I
how I got my start in banking.
began to pick up on things going on at Lamar and began working
“He took me under his wing and helped me develop,” Mason
with the Alumni Association. I later served on the board of regents
said. “He counseled me about going to graduate banking school
with an appointment from Gov. Dolph Briscoe. Even before that, I
(Stonier Graduate School of Banking at Rutgers University). He
knew (regents’ chairman) Otho Plummer well. My involvement with
also helped launch me in terms of civic work and relationships in the
Lamar flowed through all of those
community. He was a terrific gentleactivities.”
man and a great coach.”
Mason served on the board
Mason began his First Security
with two of his best friends, George
career as assistant to the president,
Dishman and Mark Steinhagen.
moving through the ranks to
“He has always had a warm
become executive vice president and
spot in his heart for Lamar,” said
member of the board of directors.
Dishman, his friend of 40 years. “He
When Gray retired (and began his
was always a promoter – of
second Lamar presidency), Mason
Beaumont, the Chamber of
succeeded him as board chairman
Commerce, Lamar University –
and chief executive officer. Mason
—ELVIS MASON
doing anything he could to improve
went to Dallas as vice chairman and
lives or the climate of the community.”
director of International Bancshares, parent company of First National
Asked to describe Mason in four words, Dishman replied:
Bank in Dallas, then the largest banking organization in Texas. He
“articulate, analytical, organized and persuasive.” He added, “He has a
moved to First National Bank as president and CEO, then became
great mind and has done phenomenal things.”
chairman and CEO. He and fellow Lamar alumnus Randy Best ’67
Steinhagen met Mason in the 1950s when he was part of an ATO
co-founded the merchant banking firm Mason Best in 1984.
team from the University of Texas assigned to initiate the Lamar chapOver the years, Mason served on several corporate boards, includter. “If I made a list of people I know in terms of ability and leadership,
ing Texaco, and was active in the city and points beyond. He served as
he would be at the very top,” Steinhagen said.
chairman of the Dallas Citizens’ Council, made up of CEOs from major
Mason’s steadfast support of Lamar has spanned more than half a
companies. Other affiliations include trustee, The Dallas Foundation;
century. He believes the university’s impact will span centuries to come.
president, board of trustees, St. Mark’s School of Texas; and member,
Lamar occupies a unique position in the region, and the time is right to
Council on Foreign Relations in New York.
ensure that it continues on the path of academic enhancement, he said.
Among outside interests, Mason was a tennis enthusiast for many
“Under Jimmy Simmons’ leadership, the university is in the best posiyears. Double knee replacement surgery several years ago ended that
tion to grow and excel that I’ve seen.”
pursuit, but he loves to read, and he and Joan enjoy traveling. They are
When alumni provide financial support for a university dependent
active in First Presbyterian Church of Dallas.
on public funds, they do everything from enhancing the quality of the
The insistence of his roommate’s girlfriend when he was a Lamar
faculty it can attract and retain to providing a wide range of scholarstudent led Mason to meet and marry Joan Baker– which he calls “the
ships, said Mason. Private funds are essential, he said, and Lamar is a
best decision I ever made.”
great investment because it means investing in students.
While vacationing one summer near Cape Cod, his friend met a
“Lamar University is important in Southeast Texas for almost
young woman entering her freshman year at Southern Methodist
every reason you can think of – economically, culturally, government
University. The two continued dating, and she visited Beaumont. “She
relationships and as a place where people can come together for plansaid to me, ‘I have a sorority sister who, if the two of you ever met and
ning that affects the entire region. I believe this is the right time for a
dated, you’d get married.’ I told her that was hard to believe. She went
comprehensive campaign because it is in such a positive period of
back to Dallas and wrote a note to Joan about how we should get
growth and development.”
together – and literally stayed after us until we started dating. And, as

“Lamar University is the epitome
of a university that really adds to people’s
lives. This campaign can make the difference
between an average university and what it
can become when it has the funds
available to supplement its overall
academic mission.”

MAY 2008 36:1 CARDINAL CADENCE

| 11

“By helping Lamar move forward,
they’re going to help Southeast Texas
move forward.”
—GREG THOMPSON

MICHAEL ALDREDGE
Co-chair, Investing in the Future: The Campaign for Lamar University

GREG THOMPSON
Co-chair, Investing in the Future: The Campaign for Lamar University

Mike ’65 and Pat (Peterson) Aldredge ’61 are among the great
benefactors of Lamar University, in terms of their love for the
institution, their continued involvement and their financial contributions covering more than three decades. Mike Aldredge now
serves as co-chair of the university’s comprehensive campaign.
“During my stay at Lamar, three of the greatest things of my
life happened,” Aldredge said. “I got a fantastic education. I got an
opportunity to join a company that ended up being a wonderful
career, from clerk to CEO and chairman. I also met the greatest
earthly blessing of my life, my wife Pat.”
A Gilmer native who earned a bachelor’s degree in industrial
engineering from Lamar, Aldredge worked his way from clerk to
service man to sales engineer, then to vice president, board member
and, ultimately, chairman and CEO of Puffer Sweiven, a Houstonbased distributor of process instrumentation. When Mike retired
from Puffer Sweiven, the couple moved to the Bellville-area farm
they now call home. Today, Aldredge operates Hill Haven Farms
and is general partner in Mill Creek Land & Cattle Co.
He served as a member of Lamar’s alumni association board
from 1988 to 2004 and as its president from 1992 to 1995.
Aldredge has been a trustee of the LU Foundation since 1989 and
served as its president from 1995 to 1997. He also serves on the
College of Engineering Advisory Council and Industrial
Engineering Advisory Council. He was named a Lamar University
Distinguished Alumnus in 1999.
The couple established the Patricia and Michael Aldredge
Presidential Scholarship in Industrial Engineering and the Michael
E. and Patricia P. Aldredge Chair in Engineering. They have contributed to scores of other scholarship endowments and programs.
“I owe a debt of gratitude to Lamar for an education,” he said.
“I really find joy in giving back to Lamar. It’s not something that is a
requirement. It’s a joy to participate and help others. There were
people who made things good before us. Now it’s our turn.” —BKS

“I’ve been fortunate enough to go to schools in Austin, Boston and
Beaumont,” said campaign co-chair Greg Thompson. “I attended
the University of Texas Law School, and Harvard Business School,
but my very first college experience was at Lamar University. What
a great experience; it really set the stage for my later success.”
Thompson, a lawyer and mediator in Beaumont, holds a
bachelor’s in accounting and a juris doctorate from the University
of Texas, as well as an M.B.A. from Harvard University.
Greg and Jennifer (Hebert) Thompson ’84 recently gave a
generous gift to renovate the facilities for Lamar’s tennis program—
creating the Thompson Family Tennis Center—including an
electronic scoreboard, awnings to shade the fans and improvements
to the existing tennis building.
Thompson has high praise for Lamar’s foundation board and
the campaign cabinet. “I’ve never been a part of a board that has
been more successful, more energized, more involved than the
Lamar University Foundation and the campaign cabinet. We’re
seeing everybody roll up their sleeves, trying to do their best so
that Lamar University can be the very best that it can be.
“We all have a lot of love for Lamar University,” he said.
Thompson has been a trustee of the LU Foundation since
September 1999, chaired its special projects committee from 2000
to 2002, and served as its president from 2004 to 2006. He also
serves on the board of the National Catholic Educational
Association and is past president of the Three Rivers Council Boy
Scouts of America. He serves on the board of the Southern Region
Boy Scouts of America. Greg and Jennifer have served as chairs of
the Bishop’s Faith appeal for the Diocese of Beaumont.
Of the campaign, Thompson said, “people are starting to come
out and say I want to be a part. I want to help. I want to invest.
They’re asking how they can help Lamar University move forward.
They know that by helping Lamar move forward, they’re going to
help Southeast Texas move forward.” —BKS
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MARC BALANKY

Boosting
students
to success

W

When a financial planner asked Don -63 and Maryann (Johnson)
Lyle ’65 several years ago to consider what institutions they felt
personally indebted to, two sprang instantly to mind. The Boy
Scouts of America taught Don Lyle that he could take care of
himself. Lamar University gave him the tools he needed for a
successful career as a technology businessman and instilled in
Maryann an appreciation for life-long learning.
Their involvement comes from a desire to help young people lay
“It was at that point that I decided I would attempt to help
a foundation for future successful, productive and happy lives. “I perothers by establishing some scholarships at Lamar,” said Don, who
sonally remember how difficult it was for both of us financially to
attended Lamar as an electrical engineering major from 1958 to
get through school even in the days when things were a lot cheaper,”
1963 and received an honorary doctorate in 2006.
Maryann said. “I look around for areas to help kids, not necessarily
After becoming involved as active alumni in 2001, the couple
the brilliant kids who might have it a little easier financially, but other
created the Don M. Lyle Regents’ Scholarship in Engineering and
kids who are willing to work hard enough to go to school, and all
the Maryann Lyle Scholarship in Education. Since their initial gift of
they need is a little push, just a little boost.”
more than $400,000, the Lyles have given generously each year.
With their gifts to Lamar, the Lyles hope to create a path to
Additionally, they have made Lamar the beneficithe same type of good education they enjoyed
“All universities
ary of a $2 million estate gift and continue to
for students who might otherwise face insurlook for ways to help. Don was the first chairman
produce graduates,
mountable financial obstacles. “Maybe in some
of the College of Engineering Advisory Council,
but not all of them care small way we’ll help the university continue
on which he continues to serve. He also serves as
so deeply about each with its first-class education and add programs
a trustee of the Lamar University Foundation and
when it’s possible to make things even better,”
individual student.”
sits on the cabinet of Lamar’s Investing in the
Maryann said.
—DON LYLE
Future campaign, to which the couple has generOne of the reasons the Lyles have come to
ously contributed. Maryann is a charter member of the College of
value Lamar so much is because they have seen first hand the way
Arts and Sciences Advisory Council. Don and Maryann continue to
Lamar professors and administrators value each student. Don Lyle
challenge themselves and others. It was Don who strongly champiexperienced it nearly 50 years ago when the late Lloyd Cherry, then
oned a “big hairy audacious goal” of $100 million for the campaign.
chairman of the electrical engineering department and later dean of
Reconnecting with Lamar University is just one way the
the College of Engineering, took a personal interest in helping him
LaJolla, Calif., couple has worked to improve educational opportunibalance his full-time work schedule with his classes. When Don aided
ties for promising students. Don serves on the boards of San Diego’s
in articulating the vision for the College of Engineering a few years
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, and of Sally Ride Science, which
ago, one of the core values the group came up with was “the success
encourages young girls to sustain an interest in math and science. A
of each student really matters to us,” Don said. “I believe that is a
member of the boards of directors of numerous public and private
Lamar University characteristic in general, which makes it very
companies and non-profits, Don is principal of Technology
exceptional.” All universities produce graduates, but not all of them
Management Co., a management consulting firm, and holds several
care so deeply about each individual student, he said.
patents for his innovations in computer architecture. Maryann, who
During their renewed relationship with Lamar University,
credits her Lamar education degree with opening doors for her
the Lyles believe they have seen their alma mater awaken from the
beyond teaching, has worked with a Mexican-American education
doldrums.
association in Southern California.
“With the new administration, Jimmy Simmons and the
“We realized that one of our core beliefs is that the way to get
people he has put together around him, the place just got re-enerahead in life for 99 percent of the people in the world is education,”
gized,” Don said. “It’s as if the lights have been turned on. Just in the
Don said. “Virtually all of our charitable work, and in fact very
years we have been involved in it, I’ve witnessed a transformation.
much of my time nowadays, is involved with contributions to
Even the physical appearance of the place is different. It’s just a
further education.”
very exciting time.” —BG
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Dan F. Smith ’69, a distinguished alumnus of Lamar, grew up in Port Arthur. Recently
retired as chairman and CEO of a global company, he credits his start to the education
he received at Lamar University and the opportunity to participate in cooperative
education with local industry.

Global leader
BRIAN SATTLER

By Brian Sattler
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“I think that when people first think about Lamar
“My experience at Lamar was probably similar to what a
University, they think about Southeast Texas, the Golden
lot of young people are seeing today,” he said. “We didn’t
Triangle and the industrial complexes. I don’t think they truly
have a lot of money. I needed to make a little money to help
appreciate the global impacts that the university has,” Smith
pay for things, so I co-oped. I was among the first students to
said. “The preparation that you get with an education at
co-op at the university.”
Lamar will allow you to compete very effectively with anyAs a Lamar chemical engineering student, his co-op
body anywhere else on the globe. I ran a global company. I
assignment began with the former Atlantic Richfield
can tell you that the Lamar graduates we hired were as good
Company (ARCO) refinery in Port Arthur and culminated in
as any anywhere. And that influence was being spread around
permanent employment after he graduated.
the world.
“That co-op was a tremendous experience because I saw
“The other fact that I think we lose track of sometimes
the value of what I was getting,” Smith said. “I knew that
is that we bring in many international students. So we bring
what I was getting in education was comparable with what
in students from all over the world, they get the education
others were getting elsewhere because I worked with them.”
at Lamar, and then they take it back out into the world. So,
Piloting through numerous assignments in two of Arco’s
it really is a global-impact university, not just a regional
divisions and corporate headquarters, Smith became a vice
university,” Smith said.
president of Lyondell Chemical Co., a petrochemicals and
Today, Smith lends expertise
refining operations company, in
to Lamar as a member of the
1985. He was named chief finan“The preparation that you get
College of Engineering Advisory
cial officer and executive vice preswith
an
education
at
Lamar
will
allow
Council and is a member of the
ident of Lyondell when it became
you to compete very effectively with university’s campaign cabinet.
a public company in 1989.
anybody anywhere else on the globe.”
“My decision to come back
Smith served as president
—DAN SMITH
and get involved with Lamar was
and chief executive officer of
precipitated by (engineering
Lyondell from 1996 until January
dean) Jack Hopper. He is a very persuasive individual. But
2008 when Lyondell Chemical Co. became a subsidiary of
when I saw what he was doing, when I met Jimmy
LyondellBasell Industries AF S.C.A. He had served as a
Simmons and saw what he was doing, I thought it was a
member of the board of Lyondell Chemical Co. from
great opportunity to make a difference,” Smith said.
November 1988 to December 2007 and as chairman begin“The advisory council for the College of Engineering
ning May 2007. Before the merger, Lyondell was North
has been a great experience for me because I’m working with
America’s third-largest, independent, publicly traded chemical
some highly successful graduates from Lamar and with a
company and a global leader in the manufacture of chemicals
really enthusiastic staff there.”
and polymers, the building blocks of countless products used
“The university knew where it wanted to go, but having
around the world every day. With headquarters in Houston,
the enthusiasm of all these former students has helped give
Lyondell operated on five continents and employed approxius the momentum to really take off,” Smith said. “I’m proud
mately 11,000 people worldwide. At the time of the sale,
that we’ve made some real progress.”
Lyondell’s combined assets totaled approximately $20 billion
Smith, who delivered the winter commencement
with sales in excess of $30 billion annually.
address to Lamar graduates in 2002, is a strong advocate for
From his own experience, Smith attests to the value of
education. “Education is the foundation for everything good
internships, summer jobs and co-op programs in understanding
that happens in your business life,” he said. “I got a very
the real work world. This belief led him to establish the Dan F.
solid foundation from Lamar. If I can come back and help
Smith Regents’ Scholarship in Engineering. In recent years,
Lamar give other people a solid foundation, that makes me
Lamar has had three or more interns at Lyondell locations, and
feel good.”
the company hires three to five Lamar graduates annually.
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honored at Le Grand Bal in 2002, and he and Sheila serve on
construction industry, he said.
the Friends of the Arts Board.
“Lamar University looks at new programs and initiatives
A successful entrepreneur and adroit businessman, Reese
through the eyes of Southeast Texas,” Venta said. “This is a new
has demonstrated leadership throughout his career. During his
program that our area really needs.”
days at Lamar University, he and two friends founded Collegiate
“The vision of Jerry Reese and the Reese family in providDiamonds of
ing funding to initiate
America, an endeavor
this program cannot
selling engagement
be over emphasized,”
rings at a time when
said Jack Hopper,
about 28 percent of
dean of the College
all college students
of Engineering and
—JERRY REESE
got engaged or
executive assistant to
married each year.
the president for economic development and industrial relations.
One of those diamond rings went to his high school sweet“It will have an enormous impact on Lamar and the future of
heart and bride, Sheila. At Lamar, Sheila was active in Delta
this combination of business and engineering education.”
Zeta Sorority and was homecoming queen. She graduated in
Lamar’s colleges of engineering and business provide the
1965 with a bachelor’s degree in secondary education. An active
program jointly. Students must complete 48 credit hours of
supporter of Lamar University and the community, she has filled
general education core courses and 72 credit hours of required
vital roles in education and the arts.
and elective business and engineering courses.
“Jerry and I are both from Beaumont, so it’s nice to be able
The program will give graduates a strong background in
to give back to our university and to our hometown,” Sheila
construction engineering while at the same time providing the
said. “Lamar gives so much to this area; it’s such an important
business background that will help graduates in working with
part of our life here.”
corporations, budgets and contracts, Reese said.
It wasn’t business, but basketball that first brought Jerry
Lamar’s new program is one of a “very few programs that
Reese to Lamar. Having played as a point guard at Beaumont
offer this combination of civil engineering, business and conHigh School, he was a walk-on when Billy Tubbs was freshman
struction management. The timeliness of the program could
coach under Jack Martin. “I wish I could have stayed, but we
not have been planned any better, with construction projects for
were having so much fun with the business things we were
the Golden Triangle being announced at $20 billion, the job
doing, and those practices that Billy Tubbs put on weren’t the
market will be at an all-time high in this area for the next 10
easiest things in the world,” Reese said.
years or more,” Hopper said.
Basketball may have drawn Reese to Lamar, but it was the
“I think the person who will be attracted to this degree
friendships and the college environment that made the deal
wants to be involved in the construction industry, but doesn’t
stick. While still a full-time student and partner in the diamond
want to be a specific type of engineer,” said Reese. “He or she
business, Reese also operated a flight school from 1963 to 1965
wants to be involved in the engineering process and the buildat the Beaumont Municipal Airport. He landed a more downing. They like being outside; they like being involved in the
to-earth business after he graduated in 1966.
construction.”
Jerry grew up around the construction business run by his
Graduates with the new degree would typically start
father, and he parlayed that experience into running Bo-Mac. At
employment in the field managing several areas of a project,
first, he focused on services to the oil fields, but, through four
“keeping up with the drawings and the progress and, if they’re
decades, the business evolved, expanding to pile-driving, paving
sharp enough, they’ll move up and eventually become project
and civil construction for the oil- and gas-refining industries,
managers controlling entire projects. They’ll understand the
Texas Department of Transportation, and, through its marine
engineering side, and they’ll also have the business background,”
division, construction of dock facilities from New Orleans to
Reese said.
Corpus Christi. Today, under the leadership of his son Jordan,
Jerry Reese’s dedication to Lamar University has been
Bo-Mac continues to grow.
expressed in myriad ways. He has served as a trustee of the
The couple has three grown children, Jordan and daughters
Lamar University Foundation since 1987, twice as president, in
Rachel Lawrence and Stacey Henningsen. They have 10 grandaddition to serving as an officer in several other capacities. He
children. After four decades in the construction business, Jerry
has been a member of the College of Business Advisory Board
and Sheila are glad to have more time to share in the lives of
since its inception in 2003, and he was inducted into the
their children and grandchildren.
College of Business Hall of Fame the same year. He was

“There really is a need in this area for education
that fits the demands of the construction industry
and the petrochemical industry.”

Construction management program
begins with generous gift
by Brian Sattler

T

hanks to the generosity of Jerry ’66 and Sheila
(O’Hara) Reese ’65 of Beaumont, students at Lamar
University can pursue a degree in construction management beginning in Fall 2008. The couple contributed $1.25
million to establish the program at Lamar.
The new Reese Construction Management Program offers
a bachelor of science degree focusing on the business aspects of
construction and development. Students will receive a solid base
in management basics required by industry as well as “handson” experiences with construction technology.
The program couldn’t
come at a better time,
university administrators say,
because the region is poised
for unprecedented growth as
billions of dollars are poured
into plant expansions and
new projects.
Steven McCrary, an experienced engineer and college
educator, will direct the program. McCrary holds a Ph.D.

in engineering management from the University of MissouriRolla. He is a licensed professional engineer and land surveyor.
Reese founded Bo-Mac Contractors Ltd. in 1966. Today,
after selling the company in 2007, his son Jordan is chief operating officer. The idea of helping Lamar begin the program had its
genesis in father and son conversations over a number of years
about needing to build up college graduates locally who were
prepared to lead major construction projects. Jordan Reese “was
the instigator” in talking to President James Simmons about the
idea, his father said.
“There really is a need in this area for education that fits
the demands in the construction industry and the petrochemical
industry,” Reese said. “The degree can be used in homebuilding, petrochemical construction, highway construction or any
type of construction. It won’t be limited to one area.”
“The mission of the Reese Construction Management
Program at Lamar University is to provide a quality program
for preparing nationally competitive undergraduate students for
a successful career in construction management,” said Henry
Venta, dean of the College of Business. The program is
designed to provide educational, research and outreach opportunities that serve both the needs of students and those of the

BRIAN SATTLER

Building boom

Steven McCrary
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It was

allabout

love
by Louise Wood

I

f ever guardian angels kept watch over
Southeast Texas and Lamar University,
they flew on the wings of Julie and Ben
Rogers. And if ever one person symbolized
the soaring spirit of entrepreneurship, it was
Ben Rogers.
“It wasn’t about them. It was about the
community they loved, and it was about
working closely together for the benefit of
everyone,” said their daughter, Regina. “It
was all about love.”
Ben Rogers’ father died at the age of
29 during a flu epidemic in Chicago and
left six children, ranging in age from 6
months to 9 years. Their mother could not
read or write English, and she soon lost the
leather-manufacturing business her husband
had started.
When he was 8, Ben was out on the
street selling newspapers. He went on to
work as a milkman and laundry man.
“Dad never forgot his roots and people
who are unable to succeed because of their
limiting circumstances,” Regina said. “He
always wanted to make opportunities available for others.”
Julie Rogers became an attorney at the
age of 19, while Ben Rogers had no college
education – which is why he valued Lamar
so much, their daughter said.
“I can remember when my parents
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received honorary
degrees from
Julie & Ben Rogers
Lamar. They were
so excited. That meant so much more to
Mom than her college or law degrees. Dad,
who was quite an athlete, would have loved
to have gone to college. He attended night
school for a couple of years, but he just
couldn’t do it and work 18 hours a day too.
He always felt that having an education
would have enabled him to accomplish
more.”
Nonetheless, he and his brothers went
on to extraordinary success, with hearts even
bigger than their business ventures.
Now, the Rogers family has established
the Ben J. Rogers Chair in Entrepreneurship
in Lamar’s College of Business. It is a gift
from the grateful children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren of Julie and Ben
Rogers: Dr. Arvey Rogers ’55 of Miami,
Fla.; the late Dr. Bernard Rogers ’55; and
Regina Rogers of Beaumont; Arvey’s children and their spouses, Stacey and Dr.
Robert Edelman, Scott and Pamela Rogers
and Shana Rogers; and Arvey’s grandchildren, Millie and Rose Rogers and Jessie and
Benjamin (named for his great-grandfather)
Edelman.
“They all are very much aware of the
legacy of their grandparents and their relationship to Southeast Texas. This is being
done by our family in honor of Dad—a
gentleman who, although he didn’t have a

college education, believed strongly in the
ability of young people to forge ahead and
become leaders in their communities, as
well as successful businessmen and women.”
The chair serves not only to advance
the region but also to recognize the role
Lamar has played in the Rogers’ lives. “We
know how important raising money is to
implementing services and providing impetus to students,” Regina said. “We want to
attract as many people as we can to Lamar,
so we felt it was important for our family to
provide a lead gift, particularly in the
College of Business—an area where Dad
had such an impact on Southeast Texas.”
The Ben J. Rogers Chair in
Entrepreneurship is the pivotal phase of a
long-range plan to make entrepreneurship
an area of excellence for the college, said
Enrique “Henry” Venta, dean of Lamar’s
College of Business. “The next step is to
bring in a leading teacher-scholar. The
generous support of the Rogers family will
enable us to attract a high-visibility individual who will provide curricular guidance,
teach some of the courses and conduct
research. Our expectation is that this person
will also be very involved in spreading
entrepreneurship throughout the region.
“We are most grateful to the Rogers
family for this endowment and for the confidence the family has placed in the College
of Business,” Venta said. “It’s great to bring
in the chair, but the endowment and the

name—because of the great reputation of
Ben Rogers in this area—will enable us to
attract an individual of the highest caliber.”
The Rogers’ contributions to Lamar
University are legendary, from the “I Have
A Dream” Program and the Julie and Ben
Rogers Community Service Award to the
Ben J. Rogers Outstanding Business
Student Award to the Julie and Ben Rogers
Women’s Athletic Scholarship, established in
1991 by the Babe Zaharias Foundation Inc.
to honor the couple.
“Dad was interested in athletics and
particularly in providing encouragement to
female athletes because he because he felt
that women were not always given the same
opportunities as men,” Regina said.
Ben also was a driving force behind
Beaumont’s Babe Zaharias Museum, working hard to see that mementoes and memories of the world’s greatest female athlete
were preserved.
Of the Rogers Outstanding Business
Student Award, Regina said: “After Dad’s
passing, we wanted to recognize extraordinary young people who were graduating
and help them financially. It’s been so
rewarding to see the caliber of students
who are excelling and, after receiving
the award, going on to become leaders in
business.”
Julie and Ben were charter board members of Lamar’s Friends of the Arts, beginning in the early 1970s, and devoted arts
patrons. Regina well remembers the year
her mother and father chaired Le Grand Bal
while Julie was still recovering from breast
cancer surgery. Always one to think big,
Julie brought in an elephant to complement
the event’s “Under the Big Top” theme.
“Dad believed education was the key to
success,” Regina said. “That is why, on his
75th birthday, Mom, my brothers and I
contributed the funds for 75 scholarships in
honor of his 75th birthday. He didn’t want
a party. He said he would much rather take
youth from single-parent families to a baseball game at the Astrodome in Houston.”
That did not occur, but, at a surprise
birthday party on June 5, 1988, Regina
said, “We took that concept and rolled it out
into something in perpetuity.” Her father’s
gift was the Ben Rogers/Lamar University/

Beaumont Independent School District “I
Have a Dream” Program, based on a
national initiative for sixth-graders. Seventyfive “dreamers” would earn scholarships to
Lamar upon successfully completing their
studies in public school. They were paired
with mentors, many from Lamar, and
provided with other enhancements and
incentives. With four additional classes of
75 students each and support from people
throughout the country, nearly 400
“dreamers” have graduated from high
school; more than one-half of them earned
degrees in higher education, and many are
from Lamar.
Regina’s brothers both majored in
pre-medicine at Lamar. Bernard became an
optometrist, while Arvey graduated from
the University of Texas Medical Branch in
Galveston and completed an internship in

“It is amazing what you can
accomplish if you do not care
who gets the credit.”
– Ben J. Rogers’ favorite quote,
from Harry S. Truman
Philadelphia and his residency in Miami,
Fla., where he is a retired gastroenterologist
and professor of medicine emeritus at the
University of Miami Medical School. He is
a former president of the American College
of Gastroenterology.
“His memories of Lamar—and particularly of his biology professor, Dr. Edwin
Hayes—are great,” Regina said. “No matter
where he has been, he is a Lamar University
graduate and proud of it. He has always
attributed part of his success to his teachers
and to the education he received at Lamar.”
What most people don’t know, Regina
said, is that her mother was also a part-time
Lamar student, attending classes with her
sons. One of the classes was psychology,
Regina recalls. “I was a little girl at the time,
but I remember they were very competitive
in that class at Lamar.”
Ben Rogers never saw himself as a role
model, his daughter said. “But we feel he is
a role model in that young people today can
be motivated by his accomplishments and
the important principles he embodied,

Ben Rogers with one of “Ben’s kids”

including integrity, loyalty and compassion.
He was a man of his word, and if he said he
was going to do something, you could bank
on it. His goal was for a project to succeed,
and money was never the bottom line. It
was its success in terms of what it meant to
the region, whether it was Gateway
Shopping City, Parkdale Mall or any of the
endeavors in which he and my uncles were
involved.”
Ben Rogers and his brothers—Sol,
Nate and Vic—founded Texas State Optical
and were involved in projects in other areas
of the country, Regina said, “but their real
allegiance and their devotion was to
Southeast Texas.”
The threads of Regina Rogers’ ties to
Lamar University create a richly woven
tapestry, colored by memories of childhood.
“My family was very close to Mary and
John Gray, whose lives were devoted to
Lamar,” she said, and “we spent many
wonderful occasions together.”
More important, Regina said, was the
feeling her parents had, early on, that Lamar
was an invaluable resource for Southeast
Texas, that collaboration between Lamar
and the region’s communities should be
enhanced and the relationships nurtured—
benefiting everyone involved.
“When Dad was president of the
Chamber of Commerce in the 1960s, he
made Lamar a major focus,” Regina said.
“He used to say, ‘As goes Lamar, so goes
Southeast Texas.’ They’re linked so closely
that one’s success is dependent on that
of the other. Lamar is the catalyst to
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Lefler bequeaths
$900,000

Anderson continues to
look out for students

E

to bequeath more than $900,000 to the M.L. Lefler Sr. and Bessie

V

Lefler Memorial Scholarship as a final token of her life-long sup-

positive influence in students’ lives, she and her husband, Murray,

port of Lamar University.

endowed the Virginia Anderson Presidential Scholarship in Family

ven without a direct tie to Lamar University, Kay Lefler’s
recognition of the intrinsic value of an education and a
family tradition of helping make others’ lives better led her

encouraged me to select something I no longer needed and give it to
a needy child before I was given anything new.”
Julie and Ben Rogers’ imprints span the Southeast Texas landscape, from the Julie and Ben Rogers Cancer Institute and the Ben J.
Rogers Regional Visitors Center at Ford Park to the Julie Rogers
Theatre for the Performing Arts and Wuthering Heights Park, which
were gifts from Ben in honor of Julie to the city of Beaumont and
reflect his great love for her.
Yet, said Regina, “It’s not about putting your names on buildings or putting Dad’s name on a chair as much as it is about trying
to perpetuate that in which he believed so strongly: the importance
of Lamar, of education and of providing programs to keep outstanding youth in this region so they choose to build their lives in
Southeast Texas. That is the way to sustain and grow a community.”`
Why support Lamar University? “Because Lamar is impacting
thousands of people and will do so for generations to come.”
Simmons has built a team to make Lamar a leader in educational excellence, Regina said. “Through their efforts and ability to attract
dollars, the potential is unlimited. This is the right time for Lamar
University to excel, to forge ahead, to become No. 1. As Dad always
said, ‘Reach for the moon, and you might land among the stars.’
The sky is the limit.”
Ben Rogers was born June 5, 1913, and died Dec. 14, 1994.
Julie was born April 6, 1914, and died Feb. 12, 1998.
Regina Rogers hears a lot about the legacy of her parents. She is
carrying it on, people say. She is perpetuating their names, carrying
their torch. But, she insists, “I am not interested in perpetuating their
names as such as much as I am in continuing their love for Southeast
Texas and the good deeds they performed so selflessly and which
touched the lives of so many people.”

the lives of hundreds of students during her 33 years as a
faculty member in the Department of Family and

Consumer Sciences. To recognize that service and continue to be a

and Consumer Sciences. Mr. Anderson is a Marine veteran of

Kay and Buddy Lefler Jr.

Regina Rogers with niece and greatnephew Stacey and Benjamin Edelman
at the dedication of the Benjamin J.
Rogers Regional Visitors Center.

irginia (Norris) Anderson made an indelible impression on

first established the scholar-

WWII, a Chartered Life underwriter and a financial advisor. He has

ship in 1978 in memory of his

been an active community leader in Beaumont for 50 years. The

parents. The bequest came

scholarship is intended for students concentrating in teacher certifica-

after Kay died May 1, 2006.

tion, general studies and family studies. The initial award—in fall

Buddy preceded her in death

2007—coincided with the couple’s 60th wedding anniversary.
“I consider the Family and Consumer Sciences Department to

on April 28, 1994. With this
bequest, the endowment is

be one of the most important programs on the Lamar University

now valued at $1.1 million.

campus,” Anderson said. “This program teaches young women and

“Buddy was known for being

men how to live their lives. I hope it brings recognition and more

three things: honest, giving

outstanding students to the

and highly intelligent. We

program that has meant
so much to me over

grew up taking care of people,
so it was an easy decision for

Kay Lefler

Buddy and Kay to support

the years.”
Anderson joined the

Lamar,” said Beaumont attorney and long-time friend Lindsay

faculty in 1960 as an

Walker. M.L. Lefler Sr. and Bessie Lefler are wonderful examples

instructor and retired in

of entrepreneurship, community involvement and philanthropy,

1993 as an associate profes-

Walker said. Lefler Sr. became the Beaumont city attorney in

sor of home economics.

1934. He and Bessie May Walley married in 1909. The couple

She assisted in the develop-

had three children: Buddy, Virginia and Eugene Lewis.

ment of several courses and

M.L. “Buddy” Lefler Jr. earned a law degree from University

curricula, including voca-

of Texas Law School in 1939. He and Catherine “Kay” Marie

tional certification, the fam-

Beck married in 1943. In 1946, Buddy began a successful career

ily studies specialization

as a builder, developer, insurance agent, real estate appraiser, prop-

and interior design special-

erty manager and investor. Kay supported the business by keeping

ization, and participated in

the accounts. The couple liquidated the business in 1986 and

the development of the

spent their later years touring the U.S. and Europe. Both were

graduate program. Her stu-

members of the First United Methodist Church of Beaumont and

dents perhaps best remember her for the class she developed and

great supporters of Lamar University.

taught for more than 30 years—Human Intimacy, Marriage and

“Kay thoroughly enjoyed her relationships with the students
who received the Lefler Scholarship. The endowment has helped
dozens of students achieve their dreams since the late 70s and will

Virginia and Murray Anderson

LARRY ACKER

ROHN WENNER

development. Lamar’s successes—
particularly in the past few years
under Jimmy Simmons’ direction—have enhanced the image of
Southeast Texas, statewide and
throughout the country.”
In her own right over the
years, Regina Rogers has had a
profound impact on Lamar. She
served as a regent of the former
Lamar University System, stepping
down from that position to accept
an appointment to the state’s
Coordinating Board for Higher
Education, where she served six
years. “I did everything I could to
direct resources to Lamar and
benefit the university,” she said.
Regina earned her undergraduate degree from Newcomb
College at Tulane University and a
law degree from the University of
Houston. Her philanthropies, like
those of her parents, are a “tale of two cities,” extending to Houston.
Arvey Rogers’ cancer diagnosis when he was in his 20s became a
catalyst for the family’s long relationship with the M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center, where Regina is a senior member of the board of
visitors. Her attendance at charitable events in the Bayou City is as
omnipresent as it is across the Golden Triangle.
Regina saw first hand the many ways in which her parents
touched people’s lives in Southeast Texas—and the love and great
appreciation they received in return. “People would ask Dad why he
stayed here. They could have lived anywhere in the world, but this
was home. This is where they thrived. This is where they wanted to
spend their years, helping. And that is what they did.
“I learned so much from my parents about relationships and
what is really important in life,” she said. “I remember as a child
when Dad would ask us at the dinner table: ‘What have you done
for someone else today?’ It was always about how we could help
others. He was a man
who easily expressed
his love and concern
for other people, and
he derived great joy
from helping them.
“Mom was always
thinking about people
who did not have
opportunities for an
education or financial
resources. When I was
young, if I saw someDr. Arvey Rogers and his grandson Benjamin Edelman,
thing I liked, she
Ben Rogers’ great-grandson and namesake.

Family Relationships. She particularly enjoyed counseling students
about their academic programs.
When asked what she would tell anyone considering establish-

continue to do so in perpetuity. We are most grateful to the Leflers

ing a scholarship at Lamar University, she simply states, “It’s one of

for including Lamar University in their wills,” said Camille

the most satisfying thing I ever did.” —LA

Mouton, vice president of university advancement.
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science
and the
by Cynthia Hicks

I

art

In talking with Martye (Sculley) ’78 and Bart Simmons ’78, ’79, it’s
evident theirs is a warm relationship of long standing between two
people who thoroughly enjoy being in one another’s company. They
married one week after graduation in August 1978, knew each other
since high school, raised three sons and built a business that has
grown into five successful companies headquartered in Dallas. They
torture cattle on the weekends.
“You brand ’em, you worm ’em, you tag and notch their ears,
you dehorn ’em, you castrate ’em. It sounds crazy, but we have a lot
of fun doin’ it all,” Bart said. “My son calls it a medieval torture
chamber for cows,” Martye said.
They love ranch life, but they didn’t start out living it.
Both grew up in Beaumont. Martye’s father, George Sculley ’40,
’55, ’69, was a C.P.A. and taught accounting at Lamar for nearly
three decades. Bart’s father was in the grocery business and worked
for Stedman Co. As a professor’s daughter, Martye came to know
her parents’ friends—most of who were fellow faculty members—
and attended Cardinal football and basketball games as well as theatre productions from the time she was 5 years old. When it was
time to select a college, they both chose to attend Lamar.
Martye pledged Zeta Tau Alpha, and Bart became a football
letterman and SGA president. They were memorable years. Both
became business majors and cite the variety of campus life as their
most vivid memory. “We just had so much fun there between the
football games, the activities, the socials,” Bart said, and Martye adds,
“Basketball games, the opening of the library and the new business
building.” But one activity in particular springs to mind—the
Students for Free Enterprise. Larry Spradley advised the small
group of business majors, often inviting the entrepreneurial-minded
students to his home. “It was very special,” Martye said.
His eye on the future, Bart decided to attend graduate school.
With the economics of being young and married, coupled with their
confidence in the curriculum, he chose Lamar’s M.B.A. program,
headed by Robert Swerdlow. “You couldn’t have asked for a better
mentor,” Bart said. Martye became an accountant for T.E. Moor and
took a class at night to keep her student I.D., so they could go to
basketball games. After graduation, they moved to Houston to
work at Texaco in Bellaire, Martye on the fourth floor and Bart
on the seventh.
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From business to bulls, Bart and Martye
Simmons have blended book knowledge
and experience with considerable joie de
vivre to build a family, a company and a
life with faith as its backbone and laughter
at its heart.

company; Simray Oil & Gas Co., an oil and gas production company with operated wells in west and south Texas; and, newest to the
stable, Texas Power Co. When Tristar bought a majority ownership
interest in the electric provider company in 2006, it had 4,000 customers. Today, it’s grown to about 25,000 and will continue to
grow as new areas open to competition, Martye said.
On the production side, Simray is planning to drill in North
Dakota as well as West Texas this year.
But by 3 or 4 p.m., Bart is out the door and on his way home,
and he and Martye will often head to their ranch—the Double S
Ranch—west of town. This is their first year as empty-nesters
and they’re enjoying the extra time together, even with other
commitments.
As a finance committee member at their church, Martye keeps
the books and keeps an eye on her mother, who lives nearby. She
also handles the books at the ranch. “My idea of ranch accounting is
I like to put receipts up on the dashboard,” Bart said. “I’ll be digging through my file,’ Martye said, “and he’ll say, ‘I think that’s at
the office.’ You know, I need that at MY office. He’s so meticulous
with everything at Tri Star, and I’m like,
what did you do with that???” Bart said,
“Ohhh, I think that’s in my boot!”
What they enjoy most about their
relationship is the humor. “She’ll get me
tickled, and we both just laugh a whole
—MARTYE
lot,” Bart said. “Bart is a glass-half-full
person,” Martye said. “There is never a
problem. There is always a solution.”
When Martye’s not cajoling receipts out of Bart, or worse, fishing them out of his boot, she supports the Seats for Kids program
as a member of the Dallas Summer Musicals board of directors.
The Dallas Summer Musicals program brings Broadway and live
theatre—such as Cats, Stomp and Hairspray—to hundreds of low
income, at-risk and special-needs children. After morning walks with
her sister, Mary Holleman ’73, she spends time in Bible study and
volunteers weekly as a tutor for a Dallas elementary school.
The two have built a professionally successful and personally
rewarding life. Students with the dream of owning their own business can learn from the couple’s experience. As young graduates,
they both wanted self-sufficiency in their future, but “you’ve got to
have patience,” Bart said.
“I had learned the science of it from Lamar,” Bart said, “but I
had to go out there and just learn the art of it. You’ve got to have
some capital, and then you’ve got to have the relationships, so when
you go out, you can make it happen.” Martye’s advice is “don’t ever
lose sight of your dream and be disciplined. Live within your
means, save your money, so when the timing is right, you’ll have the
capital to go.”
That melding of book learning and experience is echoed on the
ranch. Bart took classes at Texas Christian University, and they hired

an experienced cowboy to help work the ranch. “We have learned so
much,” Bart said. “I know the science of it, and he knows the art of
it. You learn that behind every cattleman is a good grass man.”
“Lamar set us up to be entrepreneurs,” Bart said. “It was a
great incubator of all those deals we wanted to do.” Bart said. “And
that’s probably why we’re so passionate about Lamar,” Martye said.
Bart agreed, “We love it, and we want to give back to it. We feel like
we are where we are because of it.”
Martye and Bart wanted to honor Martye’s parents and to help
Lamar students, so they established the George and Patricia Sculley
Scholarship in Business. Inspired by Dean Henry Venta’s vision for
the College of Business, they later created an endowment within the
college to provide resources for the dean to “help bring the school
of business to where he envisioned it.” The endowment is designed
to either support scholarships or other areas the dean defines to help
realize college goals. The couple’s most recent commitment is to the
football program to name the practice field. “The business school
and football were such a big part of Martye’s and my lives that those
are the two areas we’re going to concentrate on,” Bart said.
Martye said, “President Jimmy
Simmons started in the right place and
built everything up in the right way.”
She enjoys seeing continued improvement at Lamar. “I hope Lamar gains
status all across Southeast Texas and
SIMMONS
across the state,” she said. “They say it’s
like the little hidden jewel. I hope it will
be polished up and emerge as a true presence.”
“We’re proud to be a part of this initial capital campaign, and I
think it’s going to be a steamroller,” Bart said. “You’re going to see
so many other alumni want to give. It’s going to build a future for
the Martyes and Barts of the future.”
The Simmonses champion education as one of the best philanthropic investments. What Lamar offers in terms of hands-on attention—when the dean knows the names of students—can make all
the difference in the quality of an educational experience, Martye
said. “If you want to invest in the future, invest in Lamar,” Bart
said. “We have made our decision,” Martye said. “Our monies will
go to our church and to our college.”
The Simmonses’ message to President Simmons is “thank you,”
Martye said. “Definitely thank you,” Bart agreed. “He’s made
Martye and me proud. And it’s fun to feel pride. We [Lamar] will
always serve Southeast Texas. It makes you proud that kids from
Southeast Texas want to go there not just because it’s in Southeast
Texas but also because it’s a great university. I think it’s time for
Lamar—with the leadership we now have and the resources we
are gathering—to look beyond Southeast Texas—to look at being a
university for the nation.”
“It’s time to let the secret out of the box,” Martye said. “It has
so much to offer.”

“They say Lamar is like the little
hidden jewel . . . It’s time to let
the secret out of the box.”

A few years later, Bart left Texaco to work for TXO/Delhi, and
Martye earned a real estate license. At the same time their first child,
Grant, was born, they were transferred to Tyler, where son Trent was
born, and, later, to Dallas, where their youngest, Andrew, was born.
Grant is now married to a fellow Aggie and is a banker for Frost
Bank in Dallas. Trent also works in Dallas, and Andrew has followed
his elder brother to University of Oklahoma.
In 1992, after a few years with Petrus Oil Co., Bart and a
partner started their own company—Tristar Gas Marketing, which
became Tristar Producer Services in 2002. The natural gas and marketing company is now an umbrella for four other ventures: Tristar
Compression Co.; Mid-States Energy Co., a natural gas marketing
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Seeing the

Potential
by Cathleen Cole

W

BRIAN SATTLER

hen Dr. Tamerla Chavis’ best friend asked her
to try out for Lamar’s cheerleading squad
during their freshman year, she wasn’t overly
enthusiastic. The 1979 valedictorian of Beaumont’s Hebert
High School was more of a “background person,” she
said. But Sharon Goodwin, a chemistry classmate,
dreamed of being a cheerleader and really wanted her
friend with her for moral support. Chavis ’83 acquiesced
and made the squad. Goodwin didn’t. Was that the end
of the friendship? “No,” Chavis said. “We stayed friends
for the rest of our time at Lamar.”
Back then, Chavis was probably one of those girls
other girls would love to hate, but just couldn’t. She
was nice, smart and pretty, and her peers recognized
that by crowning her homecoming queen in 1980.
“That memory will stay with me forever,” she said.
Every extracurricular activity she became involved in
and every award she received “snowballed” from
being a cheerleader her freshman and sophomore
years. “There was so much energy on campus,”
said the former student supreme-court justice and
recipient of the McFaddin Spirit Award.
But it was the curricular opportunity that
brought her to Lamar in the first place. She
credits her family and teachers for stressing the
importance of a good education. Her mother,
Ruby Bernard Chavis, graduated from high
school, got married, had children, and never
pursued a higher academic degree. She wanted
her daughter to have more choices that a
college education could offer. “My mother
always wanted me to be financially
independent,” she said.
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After her return, Jack Hopper, dean of the College of
Her teachers at Hebert High School (now Ozen High School)
Engineering, was reading an article in the Beaumont Enterprise about
had encouraged her to succeed academically, especially in math and
a man who had suffered a severe brain injury in a car accident. In the
science. That success did not escape Lamar’s Richard Price, associarticle was a quote from the injured man’s wife praising Dr. Tamerla
ate professor of mathematics (now retired), who was also director
Chavis for saving her husband’s life with emergency brain surgery. “At
of minority recruitment and retention for the College of
the moment I read that,” Hopper said, “I swelled up with pride to
Engineering. When Price met Chavis, she was considering going to
realize I had once taught ‘that little girl’—Tamerla Chavis!”
Rice University in Houston, but the mathematician changed her
There are only eight neurosurgeons listed in the Beaumont telemind by promising that the people at Lamar University would take
phone directory, and Chavis is the only woman. “When I first startcare of her. He kept his promise. She had a full scholarship for four
ed, I was truly one of a few,” she said. “It’s getting better.” As far as
years, which allowed her to study more and have time for cheerbeing a role model, she hopes she encourages women to evaluate
leading and other activities that she said enhanced her time at
their professional choices.
Lamar. “It would have been very difficult for my family to fund my
As for getting involved, again, with Lamar University, Chavis
college education back then,” she said.
said, “It was just a matter of time.” Not long after her return to
Keith Hansen, chairman of the Department of Chemistry and
Beaumont, she was contacted by the Lamar Alumni Association and
Physics, remembers her as “an excellent student, very active and
became involved in the Giddy-Up Gala fundraiser, where she sponvivacious.” He recalled one weekend when he and his wife and
sored a table. She joined the alumni association and served as the
some other couples were playing basketball in a gym on campus.
advisory board’s president in 2004. She is now a trustee of the
Chavis was there, and she joined in. A lot of students are uncomLamar University Foundation and has
fortable around their professors, especially in
a gift to establish the Dr. Tamerla
social situations, Hansen said, but not
“We need to support the pledged
Chavis Scholarship in Engineering. “I underChavis with her outgoing personality and
institutions that have
stand the importance of education,” she said.
confidence. Those traits apparently served
allowed
us to achieve.” “I understand what having a scholarship
her well. Back in the early 1980s, there were
—DR. TAMERLA CHAVIS
meant to me.”
very few African-American women in chemiShe believes that giving back to her
cal engineering. And even though Chavis
alma mater is the right thing to do.
was involved in many extracurricular activities, Hansen said she
“It has given so much to so many,” she said. She tells her
never missed class and was always prepared. “Her academic prepafriends who went to Lamar that if they had not had the opportunity,
ration was her top priority,” he said.
they wouldn’t be in the position to give back to Lamar. “We need to
Chavis noted the caring attitudes of her professors, including
support the institutions that have allowed us to achieve,” she said.
Ku-Yen Li in chemical engineering and the late Margaret Cameron
To others living in the Beaumont area who are not Lamar gradin organic chemistry. “They were interested in my personal as well
uates, she says Lamar is a good investment for their community and
as my academic development,” she said.
businesses. The more educated the community, she believes, the betSometime between her freshman and sophomore year, Chavis
ter able it is to function.
decided that she wanted to become a doctor—about the same time
She is very thankful to Jimmy Simmons and his team for the
her older brother Cyril ’82 (mechanical engineering) decided that
positive changes that have been made at Lamar. When the former
he also wanted to pursue a medical degree. Today, he specializes in
band director became president, good things started happening.
diagnostic radiology in Virginia Beach, Va. She knew she was suited
“They have increased the number of endowed chairs,” she said.
for a career in medicine because “it is more personal,” she said.
“They have beautified the campus and added new programs. It’s
After finishing the requirements for the pre-professional program
been a phenomenal transformation.” And she believes now is the
and a chemical engineering degree, Chavis graduated in 1983 and
time for even greater national recognition because of Lamar’s outwent on to medical school at the University of Texas Health Science
standing academic programs.
Center in San Antonio. “I knew I wanted to do surgery,” she said.
Considering Lamar’s future, Chavis said she’d like to see her
During her clinical years, she completed a rotation in neuroalma mater continue to grow as an educational resource for
surgery and decided to follow that path. She earned her medical
Beaumont and the surrounding communities. She is impressed with
degree in 1987 and continued there with her internship and resithe numerous and diverse speakers taking part in the Academic
dency. After 10 years in San Antonio, she moved to New York for a
Lecture Series and wants that to continue. She is proud of the
fellowship in endovascular neurosurgery at the University at
Dishman Art Museum that familiarizes students with great art, and
Buffalo—The State University of New York in affiliation with
she is excited about Cardinal Village, which enhances the students’
Millard Fillmore Hospital. When she completed her fellowship, she
university experience by making the campus a true community.
moved to Chicago and joined a group practice. After four years, the
“It’s easier for me to support education,” said Chavis, who also
Beaumont native wanted to come home. She moved back and
gives to St. Anthony Cathedral School where her two nieces attend
opened a solo practice in 2000. Her family members, including her
second grade and fourth grade. “It’s the foundation for success.”
two younger siblings, Iran ’90 (computer science) and Jaylon ’92
(biology), give her “a lot of emotional support.”
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In the business of supporting education
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For Bill ’57 and Katherine
(Fanette) Fouts ’60, a
legacy of giving to Lamar
University goes back to
their days as students in
the late 1950s. Bill, who
earned a bachelor of
business administration in
marketing, and Katherine,
who graduated with a
bachelor of science in
home economics, both
served in student government and were named to
Who’s Who. Both were
leaders in Greek life, Bill as
president of Alpha Tau
Omega and Katherine as
president of Alpha Chi Omega. They look back fondly on their student
days, remembering friendships, fun and the joy of meeting each other.
And like those friendships formed on campus, their ties to Lamar have
remained strong.
The Foutses both became lifeIt’s important that
time members of Lamar’s alumni
association when they returned to
Lamar grows. It
Southeast Texas in 1967. Both
contributes directly to
were asked then to serve on an
the quality of life.”
advisory committee for Lamar
—KATHERINE FOUTS
and did so gladly.
“We thought we had a contribution to make from the standpoint
of service to our community,” Bill said. “We did more of that through
voluntary work than we were able to do financially.”
After their children were grown and Bill’s career unfolded at UBS
Financial Services, from which he is retired, the couple decided to make
a financial gift to organizations they cared about, and Lamar topped
the list. Today, Bill is a trustee of the Lamar University Foundation.
“I think Lamar’s position in the community of Southeast Texas
is critical,” Katherine said. “We’re privileged to live where there’s a
university accessible for all people. It’s important that it grows. It
contributes directly to the quality of life.”
With the William E. and Katherine F. Fouts Endowment in
Business, the couple hopes to strengthen the College of Business
by providing a flexible fund the dean can use to recruit and retain
top-notch professors and keep Lamar competitive. “Not only would it
make the faculty stronger and more competitive with other universities,
but, with a continued addition of stronger faculty, it’s going to produce
stronger graduates,” Bill Fouts said. —BG

*

BRIAN SATTLER

BRIAN SATTLER

If not for Lamar University, Dan Hallmark ’65
never would have found a successful career in
banking. He has worked to return the favor for
years. “I guess almost from the day I graduated, I’ve been a contributing alumnus of the
association,” said Hallmark, who earned a
B.B.A. in management. “I owe Lamar so much. Anything I can do
to return the favor, return the support that I’ve had, I would certainly
be willing to do.”
Hallmark paid for his education with a scholarship from
American National Bank and a loan from First Security National
Bank, both attained with the help of Lamar administrators. Still, he
had no interest in banking as a career until his senior year when
Dean J.D. Landes urged him to
“I owe Lamar so much. interview for a management
training program at American
Anything I can do to
National Bank. Out of respect for
return the favor, return
Landes, Hallmark met with bank
the support that I’ve
leaders. He decided banking
had, I would certainly
sounded interesting after all. “I
be willing to do.”
worked for the bank in that same
—DAN HALLMARK
building for 38 years,” Hallmark
said. Hallmark spent the majority of his career at Texas Commerce
Bankshares. He eventually retired as chairman and chief executive
officer of the Southeast Texas region from JP Morgan Chase and
then from Hibernia National Bank as regional president.
Through his work in banking and community affairs, Hallmark
knows strong leadership, and he sees it at Lamar University. He
served on the search committee that unanimously chose James
Simmons as president nearly a decade ago. “It’s just remarkable,”
Hallmark said. “It all goes back to leadership. He’s unquestionably
an extraordinary manager . . . and he has the respect of the
community. It’s been such a success story to watch him and watch
Lamar University and what’s happened since he’s been president,
the quality of the deans he’s attracted and the programs that have
been put in place.”
A distinguished alumnus and past president of the Lamar
University Alumni Association, Hallmark has worked to strengthen
Lamar programs as well. He served as a Texas State University
System regent, where he was an advocate for establishing additional
residence halls for Lamar University. He is a member and past chairman of the College of Business Board of Advisors and created the
Dan S. Hallmark Endowment in Business to provide the dean with a
discretionary fund for scholarships, salary supplements or other
purposes. “As universities move toward less government support and
more private funding being required to sustain their growth, those
endowments and personal contributions are becoming more critical,”
Hallmark said. “Those of us who have been blessed with opportunities to do things for the university are obligated to do it.” —BG

* Endowments may be funded with a five-year pledge.
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HOMECOMING 2008

E

H

omecoming 2008 brought together alumni, students and friends
Feb. 22-24 for a weekend of reunions, receptions, recognition, athletic
action and other activities.
Highlights included the 50th-Anniversary reunion of the Class of 1958, the
45th-Anniversary reunion of Zeta Tau Alpha sorority and a reunion of computer
science alumni (see photos in Class Notes). The Music Hall of Honor inducted its
second class of award recipients (see photos in Arts and Culture), and the
Homecoming basketball game featured performances by band and choral alumni.
“Reunion is a great opportunity for our alumni to return to the campus and
see for themselves the extraordinary changes to their alma mater,” said Juan
Zabala, executive director of alumni affairs and advancement services. “Alumni
are among the university’s strongest assets, and having alumni here and involved
adds to the incredible momentum at Lamar University.”
For the homecoming game, the Cardinals took on the Demons of
Northwestern Louisiana State and won, paving the way to a shared SLC
Conference victory, Lamar’s 13th, which tied the school record held by the
1961-62 team. Music alumni performed with the Pep Band during the game.

H
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L

I

M
K
J

[A] Junior guard Kenny Dawkins, general studies major, charges
through an opening.

[E] Mike Vrolyk ’81, left, and Richard Cantu ’78 jam with fellow
music alums and the Pep Band.

[I] From left, Tony Sarda, senior economics and finance major, and Raul
Ponce, finance and pre-med sophomore, celebrate the victory.

[L] Spirit team member Gabe Freeman, sophomore business major,
shoots a smile.

[B] Fans know it’s time for the Demons to go home.

[F] Fans cheer on the Cards.

[J] Music Hall of Honor inductee Jeff Laird ’82, ’84, joins fellow music
alumni accompanying the Pep Band.

[C] Junior forward Justin Nabors, general studies major, fights
for a pass.

[G] Big Red commands the crowd.

[M] Wearing their crowns with honor: Homecoming Queen Mindy
Oknefski, senior interdisciplinary studies major and representative of Zeta
Tau Alpha, stands with Homecoming King Obi Arisukwu, senior graphic
design major and student government president.

[H] Victory signs show Cardinal spirit.
[D] Senior forward Lamar Sanders, general studies major,
encourages Coach Roccaforte as he encourages the team.
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[K] Alpha Chi Omega sisters represent: front row from left, Ashley Greer,
senior marketing major, and Ashley Hawkins, senior, social work; back
row from left, Helen Lopez, freshman pre-dental major, Anna McKay,
dental hygiene, LIT, and Amy Valastro, senior marketing major.
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In their own words

Students share the benefits of being Mirabeau Scholars

E

xceptional students become Mirabeau Scholars at Lamar University as recipients of the most prestigious scholarships
offered at the university. Mirabeau Scholars receive “full” scholarships of $15,000 per year consisting of tuition, fees,
on-campus room and board and a book stipend. Awarded each fall to first-time-in-college freshmen, the scholarships
carry a four-year value of $60,000. The Mirabeau Scholarships are made possible through the commitment of extraordinary
donors who have chosen to recognize exemplary students and help them make the most of their college experience and
opportunity to study. Current scholarships include the Mike and Martha Grimes Mirabeau Scholarship, Josephine and Wilbur
Hebert Mirabeau Scholarship and Becky and Chuck Mason Mirabeau Scholarship. On these pages, six of the more than 40
scholars share their stories.

Mirabeau Scholars

Daniel Whitton

Valerie Juarez

Brittney Zenos
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Daniel Whitton, sophomore, history
When it comes to how the Mirabeau Scholarship has most affected Daniel Whitton’s college experience, even he has a hard
time deciding. The sophomore said, like so many other students, he is paying his own way, and the scholarship has enabled him to
stay devoted to his two passions: history and acting.
“This scholarship has so far kept me from having to get a job to pay for my living expenses, so I have had more time to devote
to school work and being involved in the community. I greatly appreciate those who have donated to this scholarship and their
efforts to improve Lamar and the community,” Whitton said.
Active in the community players in his hometown of Buna, Whitton remains focused on his dream of directing One Act Play as a
high school teacher. The scholarship freed him from the time constraints of a job, so he can complete the classroom hours required
for the Teacher Education Program, and, Whitton said, living on campus wouldn’t have been possible without the scholarship.
Traveling to Australia last summer through International Student Volunteers, Whitton worked for two weeks on a variety of
conservation projects in and around Port Fairy, Victoria. He said the Mirabeau Scholarship helped him to have the option to make this
trip and also his upcoming summer trip to the Republican National Convention in Minneapolis.
Valerie Juarez, sophomore, computer science
Perseverant. Hardworking. Motivated. Those are three words that easily describe Mirabeau Scholar Valerie Juarez. During
her first semester, the Sour Lake native applied and was accepted into the INSPIRED (Increasing Student Participation in Research
Development) program, where she conducts research on artificial intelligence in robots, acts as a tutor to her fellow students in
computer science courses and participates in other outreach activities.
“The Mirabeau Scholarship has enabled me to achieve my goal of one day studying abroad,” Juarez said. The scholarship
affects her life in so many little ways that when they are combined, the effects are great she said. Without the scholarship, she
said she would be living at home, which would limit her active involvement in the student population.
“It also relieves my parents and me of a financial burden that could have held me back from taking advantage of different
opportunities that Lamar has to offer,” she said.
Juarez said she would like to tell donors of the scholarship “thank you” for the amazing opportunity they created for students
such as herself. “They are enabling Lamar University to attract and teach exceptional students,” she said, “and they are also providing students who could truly benefit from a higher education a way to pursue it.”
Brittney Zenos, junior, nursing
All it took was a phone call informing her of a new scholarship at Lamar University for Brittney Zenos of Bridge City to know
the Mirabeau Scholarship was made for her. Counting it as one of the greatest blessings in her life, the junior, who is studying
nursing, said it has been an “amazing gift,” allowing her not only to study at Lamar, but also to make it her home. Citing the
diversity at Lamar as one of the best things the campus has to offer, she said living on campus has opened her eyes to other
cultures and perspectives, allowing her to grow into a more well-rounded individual.
“It’s also enabled me to pursue my dream of becoming a pediatric nurse practitioner at one of the best nursing schools
in the country,” she said. As a scholar and honors program member, Zenos has done research in juvenile diabetes and plans to
continue research in some aspect of pediatric nursing. “This scholarship opens doors to all kinds of opportunities for research in
any area imaginable,” she said.
Before coming to Lamar, Zenos admits undergraduate research was one of the furthest things from her mind. She said upon
receiving the scholarship, doors opened to faculty who are there to help in any way they can, to encourage every student's
endeavor, and to help students realize their full potential.
Citing donors of the scholarship as some of her personal heroes, Zenos said they have given her the ability to work toward
her future. “Through the Mirabeau Scholarship, I have been able to study and prepare for my future without being weighed down
with the burden of finances,” she said. “That is an amazing gift.”

Mirabeau Scholars

Jill Hamilton, junior, mathematics
As an extremely talented and diligent math major from Port Neches, many would say there’s no reason why Jill Hamilton
would lack confidence in her collegiate career; however, she herself said it was receiving the Mirabeau Scholarship that gave her
the confidence to begin her career at Lamar University. Like many of her cohorts, Hamilton has embraced undergraduate research,
her forte being graph theory.
“It may sound dorky, but it’s kind of cool finding something that nobody’s ever found before,” Hamilton said. “This research
that I'm doing opens many doors for me regarding finding a job or a graduate school.”
With the scholarship allowing her to spend time taking “extra” courses, she said taking classes not required for her degree
makes her feel she’s receiving a more well-rounded college experience. In her second term as a student representative on a university committee, Hamilton said she knows that her recognition as a Mirabeau Scholar helped her win the opportunity.
Chosen to attend the Republican National Convention in Minneapolis at the end of August, she will be able to see the political process at its zenith. She attests that the Mirabeau Scholarship has opened the door to the convention, as well as many others for her.
“Obviously, the Mirabeau donors care a great deal about future generations and the education that those generations
receive,” Hamilton said. “Lamar prides itself on the fact that it cares about the undergraduates; the donors of the Mirabeau
Scholarship are a prime example of that notion.”
Jill Hamilton

Dana Guy, sophomore, mechanical engineering
Less than a year ago, Dana Guy had her college years all planned; she was going to study business at the University of
Texas in Austin. Then came the Mirabeau Scholarship. Today, the Port Neches native is a mechanical engineering major at Lamar,
a place she said she is excited to be, as it has allowed her to find what truly interests her. Remembering when she was awarded
the scholarship, she said she felt like a huge weight had been lifted and that ever since then, her life has changed.
“It’s enabled me to meet new people and become more involved to an extent that I don’t think is possible living at home,”
Guy said. “In addition, it also helped me get to know some of the professors better than I expected, which is great because I am
looking to get involved in some undergraduate research.”
Currently in her second semester and studying mechanical engineering, she also plans to attend physical therapy school to
become involved in the research and design of prosthetics and instruments for physical therapists.
She is also interested in participating in Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU). The program ties physical therapy
and mechanical engineering together in a very interesting way, Guy said. If she does not pursue the physical therapy program, she
plans to get her master’s degree in biomechanics or neural engineering.
“The people who donated to Lamar’s Mirabeau Scholarships are tremendous people to do so,” she said. “Their gifts are
really helping to change my future along with the other Mirabeaus.”
Dana Guy

Joel Toutloff, junior, physics
For Joel Toutloff, receiving the Mirabeau Scholarship was more than a means to an education. It also has given him a title
that he says faculty of the university respect. Though not involved with the Honors Program when he began at Lamar after
graduating from Hamshire-Fannett, the sophomore physics major said the award encouraged him to take part in the program,
which—through involvement in academics and events—has helped him find the right path for his college career.
“The Mirabeau Scholarship was exactly what I needed,” he said. “It is a great feeling to have all the hard work I put forth
during high school help me out in a major way.”
Currently working on research on the behavior of the meniscus of water in the absence of gravity, Toutloff will be flying the
experiment in a microgravity aircraft in June.
“It’s going to be a completely new experience to me and something I’ll probably never forget,” he said. “Especially because
I’ve put a lot of work into helping set up the proposal and put together the experiment, which is still in the works. It feels great to
have all of that work pay off like this.”
In terms of his future career, Toutloff said he doesn’t know if he may want to work for NASA one day or if he would rather
teach. If he decides to teach, he would like to teach math and science to high school and junior high students. He says the donors
have given him the chance he needed to further his education.
“I am so grateful to them,” he said. “I find it so amazing that someone would just give their money so people like me could
get the best possible college experience. I feel that giving to others when available is a wondrous virtue, and the donors are great
people because of it.”

Joel Toutloff
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by Joe Lee Smith

FOOTBALL IS RETURNING TO LAMAR UNIVERSITY.

LEO A DALY

GET READY FOR THE BOOMING SOUND OF THE RENOWNED BIG RED MARCHING BAND,
CHEERLEADERS AND ALL THE HOOPLA THAT SPARKS A COLLEGIATE ATMOSPHERE.

LEO A DALY

Artist rendering: Cardinal Stadium renovation

Artist rendering: Athletic Complex
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In a unanimous decision at its February meeting, The
Texas State University System Board of Regents approved
the athletic fee Lamar students voted to assess themselves
that was ultimate to restoring the sport—terminated in
1989—to campus. A head coach is expected to be hired by
August, and the first recruiting class can be signed in
February 2009. The Cardinals will play a yet-to-be-determined schedule in 2010. A realistic timetable for beginning
Southland Conference play is 2011.
Results seen by universities recently starting football for
the first time or reviving dormant programs indicate benefits
are increased student enrollment, renewed alumni support,
and significant growth in the number of donors and total
dollars in contributions. Intangible benefits could rekindle
collegiate spirit in the fall semester, encourage student
involvement with campus life activities and provide a traditional homecoming setting again. Other bonuses include
expanded media exposure to strengthen name identity, a
boost to the men’s track program and Lamar’s ability to
regain equal footing with its peer universities.
Testimonies from individuals long associated with
Lamar football endorse the potential values. A product of
the Lamar Junior College era, special correspondent sportswriter John DeVillier observed the program for many years.
“Positives? Sure, in an area, state and nation where
sports are an integral part of the psyche, Lamar won’t be
recognized—fair or not—as a complete, big-time university
until football is restored and prospers to some degree,”
DeVillier said. “Southeast Texas is in the midst of the greatest industrial boom since the Spindletop gusher, and every
plant is expanding or modernizing . . . There has never been
a better time to add college football to the mix.”
As a former Lamar grid warrior, Dennis (Jabo)
Leonard views the positives from a
different perspective. Leonard was an
active student-athlete on campus and
has since become a successful entrepreneur and high school teacher and
served Mont Belvieu as a city council
member. “I can’t imagine the Lamar
campus without football for the past
BUD LEONARD
19 years,” Leonard declared. “I just

had a blast on campus when I was there (1972-75).
Football is an event for the fall. Students are accustomed
to being involved with football in the fall. It will add an
intrinsic value to the student body.
“Football gets students involved when they arrive on
campus and leads into support for other sports and activities.” Leonard praised the value of his football opportunity,
saying, “My education at Lamar has served me well. I never
had a job interview where my diploma didn’t match up with
those from other schools. Relationships developed as a
student-athlete later led to shared business opportunities.”
After his graduation, Doug Matthews, a record-setting
running back for the Cardinals from 1969 to 1972, was
employed by the city of Galveston for 21 years, including 11
years as city manager. He was eventually appointed to the
Lamar board of regents and voiced strong opposition to
discontinuing the football program. “Playing football at
Lamar created my first job opportunity,” said the Galveston
native and director of external relations for UTMBGalveston. “The Galveston city manager at that time took
notice of me only after reading articles provided by the
sports information department.
“We had great coaches who truly cared about the
athletes getting their degrees and becoming good citizens,”
Matthews said. “They motivated me to succeed. That is the
ultimate value of football.”

The pigskin skinny
From its inception as South Park Junior College in 1923,
football was a part of Lamar’s history. It was discontinued in
1928 because of a lack of common opponents but was
revived again in 1932 by the renamed Lamar College.
Coach John Gray led his charges to records of 8-1 that season and 8-1-1 in 1934 before the program was discontinued
again in 1942 and did not resume again until the end of
World War II. In 1946, the first football scholarships
were offered.
“I got up at 3:30 each morning to sweep out classrooms to apply on tuition at the college,” recalled Jake
Verde, in a 1973 interview. The star back for the 1932
Cardinals finished his football career at the University of
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JOHN GRAY

Texas. “But, without Lamar College, most of
us would not have been able to receive a college
education.”
Football was restored in 1946, when Lamar
posted an 8-2 ledger. The 1948 club (8-4-0) won
two bowl games, and the 1949 outfit won an alltime school record 10 games and another
bowl trophy as the school bade farewell to the
junior college era.
Lamar Tech entered the senior-college
arena in 1951 in the highly competitive Lone
Star Conference, a National Athletic
Intercollegiate Association (NAIA) league.
The Cardinals didn’t have a winning season
until a superb 8-0-2 season in 1957 ignited a
string of 11 consecutive winning campaigns.
Just as the Cardinals were becoming a
COACH J.B. HIGGINS JR.
perennial contender in the Lone Star loop,
school officials moved the athletic program forward into the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) college division
ranks in 1963 via the Southland Conference.
Football peaked with three straight SLC grid titles (1964-66)
and a second-place finish in 1967. A year later, the school’s athletic
program embarked on another challenge by upgrading to the
NCAA Division I level. Each transition strengthened the athletic
program overall. Lamar’s baseball, basketball, golf, track and volleyball teams notched impressive successes against Division I elites
while football experienced a downturn. The Cardinals posted just
one winning record in their final 15 years (1975-89), finishing with
10 consecutive losing campaigns. Football went independent when
Lamar left the SLC in 1987 to join the basketball-flavored
American South Conference.
Dismal support finally led to larger-than-expected deficits and
provided the bottom line fodder for five new appointees to the
then-Lamar board of regents to pull the plug on football at their
first official session.
Attendance was stable until the continuous lean years. Lamar
averaged 12,000 patrons through 1974, drawing a then record
16,226 against arch-rival McNeese State to Cardinal Stadium in
1972. It trickled to a 3,500 norm in the final season.
Fans responded when new coach Larry Kennan delivered a 63-2 club in 1979; Lamar set an all-time attendance record by averaging 16,380. Games against Louisiana Tech (17,600) and West
Texas State (17,250) rank second and third, respectively, behind the

standing-room-only
18,500 Baylor drew for
the 1980 opener.
Lost amid the
chaos of the latter years
are the many Lamar
football successes,
including the Cardinals’ biggest
victory over Baylor at Waco in 1981.
Forgotten are the great junior college
seasons, four Southland championships, a No. 1 College Division
ranking in 1967 and the sparkling
8-0-2 team from 1957.
Lamar’s third football revival
will take patience. Instant success is
unlikely because today’s Southland
Conference is perennially among the
premier NCAA Football
Championship Series (FCS, formerly
Division I-AA) leagues from top to
bottom. The SLC and the FCS provide Lamar a realistic opportunity to eventually bring stability to the grid program.

On the horizon
Challenges exist for the new coaching staff, and chief among them
will likely be establishing relationships with local high school coaches in the talent-rich Golden Triangle. Nineteen players from
Southeast Texas were on the last football roster. Many of the area’s
top local talent currently reside on rosters at other Southland
Conference institutions, so recruitment of local prep athletes will be
a top priority.
Dan Ray Hooks was a graduate assistant on the Lamar staff
for two years while earning his master’s degree. He is an elite in the
coaching profession and ranks among the state’s winningest high
school coaches during a 27-year tenure at West Orange-Stark. “If
they can get it going, I think football will succeed at Lamar this
time,” predicted Hooks. “A successful Lamar program can help high
schools immensely if they recruit local kids. The new coaching staff
needs to connect with the area’s coaches, and they need to promote
themselves by speaking to civic groups and other organizations.
They will have lots of work to do.”
DeVillier’s take on the coaching situation at Lamar was some-

what the same. The veteran observer said, “The potential for
success is there to be tapped by a dynamic head guy and a staff
that can establish rapport with Southeast Texas coaches.”
Fortunately, the Cardinals’ new coach can deal with area high
school head coaches with longtime Lamar connections. They
include Hooks, former standout Lamar gridders Thomas Brooks
(Jasper), Matt Burnett (Port Neches-Groves), Larry Haynes
(Hardin) and Larry Neumann (Nederland). Don Price (Barbers
Hill) starred in track, and Ronnie Thompson (Port Arthur
Memorial) served as a former assistant coach.
Lamar, the only four-year institution east of Houston and
south of Nacogdoches, has served the Southeast Texas school systems well by providing educators. And while Lamar continued
during the last 19 years to produce football coaches, athletic trainers
and band directors, football will increase that potential and
strengthen the experience those professionals will gain.
“It will benefit the region if Lamar produces coaches and trainers again,” Hooks said. “Sometimes, it is not easy to get people
from outside the region. At West Orange-Stark, we like to hire former students familiar with our program. If they graduate from
Lamar, that is a bigger plus.”
At one time, the dynamic Lamar athletic training program was
among the few educating licensed athletic trainers. Paul Zeek, who
recently retired as Lamar’s associate athletic director, nursed that
respected curriculum from its inception.
“The vast majority of the athletic trainer students came to
Lamar because of its reputation,” recalls Zeek. “We did not recruit,
so dropping football made it harder to get new students to come to
Lamar. That is
because they could
not get the repetitive
experiences of seeing,
evaluating, treating
and rehabilitating
football athletes daily.”

A fresh
start at an
opportune
time
The dynamic rebirth
of Lamar University

this decade under President James Simmons’ direction team has
significantly strengthened the university’s connection with its alumni
and the Southeast Texas communities. Lamar’s renaissance period
features a sterling new campus skyline highlighted by the Cardinal
Village housing facilities and the magnificent Sheila Umphrey
Recreational Sports Center. Most significantly, individual Southeast
Texas and alumni donors have made major multimillion-dollar
contributions to enhance academics, scholarships and facilities.
Football adds another dimension to Lamar University’s rebirth
and is not the crown jewel, nor even the centerpiece of an overall
successful athletic program. Simmons and Tubbs, both big-leaguers
with noted reputations for significant career achievements, are not
delusional about the task ahead for football. The Lamar leaders seek
to make the program successful through long-range phases and
have pointedly expressed the necessity for long-term support from
the alumni and the Southeast Texas community.
“With the coordinating board requiring 25 percent of renovation funding from private donations, community support is critical
to this next step in further enhancing university life,” Simmons said.
The student fee is expected to generate $2 million annually for
the athletic department and is mostly dedicated toward a bond debt
to renovate Cardinal Stadium. Additional annual operating budget
funds will come from ticket, concession, parking and program sales
revenues and from private contributions.
This is a historic fresh start for the Lamar community and its
future generations. It is a rare event to witness a football program
develop from infancy to the playing field and be afforded the
opportunity to forge new traditions and form a tight-knit relationship between students and alumni throughout the process.

Go Big Red!

Gridiron Benefits
• increased student enrollment
• renewed alumni support
• significant growth in number of donors and contributions
• increased student involvement through campus life activities
• transition to a traditional homecoming setting
• expanded media exposure to strengthen name identity
• a boost to the men’s track program with off-season athlete participation
• enabling Lamar to regain equal footing with its peers
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FEBRUARY 22
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First football
season begins,
South Park
Junior College

Discontinued,
lack of
common
opponents

Revived by Discontinued
Lamar
until after
College
World War II
under Coach
John Gray

Revived, first
football
scholarships
offered

Two bowl
game wins

Entered
Lone Star
Conference
(NAIA)

Entered
Southland
Conference
(NCAA)

Ranked No. 1
College
Division

Moved to
NCAA
Division I

Lamar University
System Board of
Regents votes to
terminate program

Student body
approves fee to
assist in funding
return of Cardinal
football program

The Texas State
University System
Board of Regents
approves athletic
fee to restore the
program.

Return to the
playing field

Tentative
Southland
Conference
play

34 | CARDINAL

CADENCE 36:1 MAY 2008

Won all-time
school
record 10
games and
bowl trophy

Record 8-0-2
began streak of
11 consecutive
winning
campaigns

Three straight SLC
championships

All-time
attendance
record,
16,380 avg.

Victorious
at Baylor

Entered
American South
Conference, football independent
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Orchestrating the future

A | Sandy and Dan Smith ’69 with
Camille Mouton

There was music. There was magic. And there was a star-studded overture to Lamar University’s future. The Jimmy Simmons & Friends Encore jazz concert
May 3 brought more than 2,200 students, faculty, alumni and friends together in the Montagne Center for a spectacular evening of entertainment. Little did
they know the crescendo was yet to come. With First Lady Susan Simmons, the chair of the event, at his side, Simmons announced a goal of $100 million
for Lamar’s first-ever comprehensive fund-raising campaign, with $46 million already raised. On the eve of the all-star event, campaign lead donors and
university officials gathered to toast this historic effort at a dinner in the University Reception Center. The world-class musicians who performed on stage for
the Encore admire Simmons as their teacher, their band director and their mentor. Now, all of Southeast Texas–and beyond–admires him as the maestro
who orchestrated an unprecedented new beginning for Lamar University.

B | First Lady Susan Simmons ’68 with
Phil ’67 and Karen Drayer
C | Longtime friends George Dishman ’49,
Elvis Mason ’59 and Mark Steinhagen
D | Richard and Cathy Price
E | Campaign honorary Chairman Elvis
Mason ’59, center, and co-chairmen Mike
Aldredge ’65, left, and Greg Thompson
F | Chancellor Charles Matthews and his
wife, Julia, TSUS regent Trisha Pollard and

A

B

her husband, Randy, and regent Michael
Truncale ’78, and his wife, Denise.
G | W.S. “Bud” Leonard ’50, ’53, ’76,
Billy Tubbs ’58 and Doug ’74 and
Janis (Frank) Matthews ’77.

From left, Richard Parr, Kevin Roy ’85, Sonny Perkins and Linda Domino,
front row, with Larry Beaulieu ’77, Vernon Pierce and Joe Domino ’75

C

D

E

Mary Donnelly Haskell, with John Stevens Sr. -48
during the KVLU live broadcast of the concert.

An appreciative audience of more than 2,200 filled the Montagne
Center for the Jimmy Simmons & Friends Encore concert.

President Jimmy Simmons, First Lady and concert chair Susan Simmons ’68, campaign
honorary chair Elvis Mason ’59 and co-chairs Mike Aldredge ’65 and Greg Thompson join
Camille Mouton, vice president for advancement, on stage for the announcement.

John Calderon ’98
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Chris Coleman ’76

Jimmy Simmons solos.

Sharon Montgomery -75

F

Mike Krepper ’76

G

Lanny Marshall ’99

Mary Donnelly Haskell

Don Rollins ’83

Gary Weldon ’74
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Innovative
Education
Master’s program fills ‘great
unmet need’ at lower cost
by Brian Sattler

A

cademe hasn’t shied from technology.
You’ll find plenty of high tech in
campus laboratories and “smart classrooms” across the nation. You’ll also find
lots of cutting-edge technology enabling
growth in distance education.
What you won’t often find is the
paradigm shifting, super-savvy application of technology like that of the novel
public-private partnership between
Lamar University and Higher
Education Holdings (HEH) of
Dallas. Together, Lamar and
HEH are offering LU’s
master’s degree in educational leadership with
the same high-quality
instruction at less than
half the cost of traditional programs.
More than 2,600
certified teachers from
more than 200 school districts across Texas have enrolled
in the program that began in October
2007. The response is ample evidence of
unmet demand, according to Dallas entrepreneur and Lamar Distinguished
Alumnus Randy Best, owner of
HEH. The university’s spring
enrollment was at its highest since
1991, due in large measure to
response to the graduate program,
officials said.
The program sets itself apart in
cost and convenience: at $4,950,
Lamar’s program is less than half the
price of most education master’s degree
programs in Texas. Courses are taken in fiveweek blocks, and students finish the 12 courses in 18 months,
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coach is always available to answer any questions that may arise.
with the added, unique benefit of being able to study both online
Discussion boards allow for collaboration between participants,
and offline.
while providing real-time interaction with a small-group feeling. As
The Lamar and the HEH Academic Partnership has lowered
I complete my first course, I look forward to continuing my graduthe cost of education through the adroit use of technology. “This is
ate program.”
perhaps the first time in Texas that the cost of education has been
Through these partnerships, school districts use Lamar
significantly lowered,” said Stephen Doblin, provost and vice presiUniversity’s high-quality master’s programs to recruit, retain and
dent for academic affairs.
enhance the effectiveness of the very best teachers and administrators.
The program is housed in the College of Education and
The delivery is extremely flexible. Educators work in their
Human Development and is expanding to include other programs in
schools or in the convenience of their homes. “It allows me to work
each academic college. Using HEH’s assistance with marketing,
at my own pace on my master’s degree and still be a teacher, wife
course production, dissemination and call center assistance, the proand mother,” said Jessica Sandoval, a teacher in Birdwell school
gram takes Lamar’s fully accredited degree program and delivers it
district. “Having the opportunity to work from your home and get
electronically to individual teachers throughout the state. The
feedback from your classmates who are experiencing what you are
method used is called distributive education, the latest and most
is wonderful.”
cost-efficient model for distance education. It is the same degree
Two master’s degrees are available, the Master of Education in
offered on Lamar’s campus in the traditional face-to-face method.
Teacher Leadership (pending final approval of the Texas
Whether offered electronically or face-to-face, the courses are
Higher Education Coordinating Board) and the
taught by Lamar University faculty members. Students
Master of Education in School Administration.
must meet the same entrance requirements as
Both programs have a common core of
those entering the traditional program.
courses then specialize in later courses.
In developing the program, the univerThe teacher leadership program is a
sity sought to help improve K-12 students’
non-thesis master’s degree program fully
learning through advanced training for
aligned to national teaching standards.
their teachers and remove two principal
The program is designed to develop
barriers to enrollment of in-service teacheffective instructional leaders who can
ers in graduate education: high cost and
implement a vision of learning. This
inconvenience.
includes designing curriculum, implement“Access, affordability and assistance
ing research-based instructional strategies,
with K-12 instruction are higher education
—JESSICA SANDOVAL
motivating students, using assessment for
concerns heard throughout the state and the
learning, managing effective classrooms and
nation,” Doblin said. “This innovative program
engaging the larger community to support learning.
directly responds to all three. Courses are available at
The school administration program is a non-thesis printhe time and place of the student’s choosing; the degree
cipal certification master’s degree program fully aligned with the
program is the most affordable in the state; and high quality,
Texas State Exam (TExES) Competencies and the Educational
contemporary curricula add graduate-level skills and knowledge to
Leadership Constituent Council (ELCC) standards. The program is
the state’s teacher corps.”
designed to develop leaders who can build inclusive communities
The rigorous and highly intensive 36-semester-hour program is
that support learning for all students in cultures of continuous
comprised of course materials delivered via DVDs produced by
improvement.
HEH with content developed by Lamar professors. Support staff
The application-based curricula of both programs meet the
members provide academic services. Access to Lamar’s digital
practical needs of educators and school districts through relevant,
libraries, embedded readings and full-text holdings is provided
research-based content.
through the Internet. Communication takes place via e-mail, online
“The Lamar Master of Education in School Administration is
discussion groups and cohort study groups formed by students
challenging, and the expectations are high,” said Debbie Cotton,
themselves.
Richardson ISD. “But knowing that I’m finally back to school
Early assessments indicate the program is academically rigorworking on my goal, am paving the way for future career opportuous and well-received by teachers and administrators, Doblin said.
nities, and am already able to apply new knowledge in my current
“Lamar continually monitors and evaluates the program over time
teaching position make the effort worthwhile.”
to ensure we are providing the highest-quality program possible.”
“I look forward to my Fed Ex course delivery every six weeks
Becky Allmendinger, a Richardson ISD teacher, said, “The
or, as my daughter puts it, ‘Mommy, your present is here.’ This
Lamar University Academic Partnership program has been such a
opportunity truly is a gift,” Cotton said.
great experience for me. Course topics are relevant to current teaching practices and provide immediate application to the classroom
More information about the Lamar University Academic
setting. The course software is easy to navigate, and my academic
Partnerships is available online at www.academicpartnership.com/lamar.

“Having the opportunity to
work from your home and get
feedback from your classmates
who are experiencing what
you are is wonderful.”
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Faculty notes

The graduation rate for first-time,
full-time, degree-seeking freshmen
earning a degree in six years has risen
nearly 14 percent in the past 10 years.
The overall number of minority graduates
is also increasing. “The quality of students at Lamar has improved
because of revised admission requirements, the numerous scholarships
Lamar is proud to offer and the strength of our degree plans,” said
Kevin Smith, senior associate provost for academic affairs. Additionally,
the overall number of minorities
GRADUATION RATES
graduating from Lamar has
White
1997
23%
increased during the past 10 years
2007
39.3%
from 205 in 1997 to 356 in 2007.
Black
1997
17%
2007
25%

Professor Harley
Myler, Mitchell
Endowed Chair
as well as chair of
the Phillip M.
Drayer
Department of
Electrical
Engineering, visited Cairo, Egypt,
to deliver the
keynote on the
convergence of
information technologies at the
HARLEY MYLER
Information
Technology Institute’s fifth International Conference on Information
and Communication Technology. His address, “Network and Media
Convergence: Issues, Challenges and Trends” focused on technology
issues associated with a new domain in telecommunications—that of
network and media convergence—designed to provide a unified interface capable of supporting various services across the many types of
delivery networks that are available . . . Richard Ashmore, adjunct
instructor of geology at Lamar University and national award-winning
photographer, exhibited work in an invitation-only fifth biennial exhibition of Texas Works at the Buddy Holly Center Fine Arts Gallery in
Lubbock this past December through
February. Ashmore exhibited 22 photographs
of scenes taken throughout the southern and
southwestern United States, including three
from a Bridge City cemetery and two of
Hurricane Rita’s aftermath . . . The Sabine
Area Restaurant Association dedicated Taste
of the Triangle 2008 to Molly Dahm, director
of Lamar University’s hospitality management and culinary arts programs. The event
is the association’s annual fund-raiser, and
part of the proceeds benefit Lamar programs.
Dahm, assistant professor of Family and
MOLLY DAHM
Consumer Sciences, has served as a member
of the association’s board of directors since 1998. She is actively
involved in the group’s education committee and the annual Chef ’s
Delight fund-raiser, which helps provide training, scholarships and
equipment for Lamar students seeking careers in the hospitality and
food service industries. Dahm has managed convention centers, hotels,
casinos, private clubs and restaurants, including one for media mogul
and philanthropist Ted Turner in Atlanta . . . Judith Walker Linsley,
adjunct instructor in history and education coordinator for the
McFaddin-Ward House, spoke at the national historic home museum
conference Nov. 1-3 in Beaumont on the topic “You Didn’t Go There
to Sit Down: Domestic Employees at the McFaddin-Ward House” . . .

Hispanic

1997
2007

21%
25.8%

B.G.S. offered online
Lamar University has opened its virtual doors to traditional and
non-traditional students by offering a general studies degree
completely online. The program, which began in fall 2007, has
30 students in the process of earning a
bachelor’s degree in general studies.
“Offering this online degree has made
it possible for more people to obtain
higher education. Those in the military, those who don’t live in the area,
and those who want to return to
school are able to attend Lamar
and enrich their lives,” said
Frances Morris, interim director
of general studies. The application process is the same as that
for traditional students.
Financial aid is also available
for online students.
Applications and additional
information are available at
http://www.lamar.edu/.
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Faculty notes, continued
Julio Morales, assistant professor of
health and kinesiology, received a
$7,000 grant from the Texas
Department of State Health
Services for tobacco education,
prevention and smoking cessation
to promote the Great American
Smokeout around campus.
Morales used the grant to
inform Lamar’s population about
the affects of tobacco and provide
tools and advice on how to quit
JULIO MORALES
smoking. Additionally, a survey
will be administered on campus to learn about perceptions of tobacco
and smoking . . . The JoAnne Gay Dishman Department of Nursing
recently hosted a campus visit from three members of the nursing
department faculty from the College of the Mainland in Texas City.
The visiting faculty toured the nursing simulation labs at Lamar to
learn about the innovative use of high fidelity simulations in nursing
education. “We are sharing what we have learned with other nursing

faculty,” said Eileen Deges
Curl, chair of the department
and president of the Texas
Association of Deans and
Directors of Professional
Nursing Programs. “We see part
of our mission as sharing the
insights we have gained with
other professors so they can benefit from the success we’ve had
with our students” . . . Sandra
Harris, director of the Center for
Doctoral Studies in Educational
Leadership, and Jane Irons, professor of educational leadership, have
written the book, The Challenges of No Child Left Behind:
Understanding the Issues of Excellence, Accountability and Choice. The
critically acclaimed publication was listed on the bestsellers list by the
Library Journal Academic Newswire and the American Library
Association.

New appointments

BETH GALLASPY

Graduation rate rises

Steven McCrary, engineer, project manager and college educator, will direct the new Reese Construction
Management Program, which offers a bachelor of science focused on both the business and engineering
aspects of construction. “Steve is familiar with the accreditation for construction management programs and
the civil engineering curriculum,” said Robert Yuan, chair of the Department of Civil Engineering. McCrary
earned a Ph.D. in engineering management from the University of Missouri-Rolla and is a registered professional engineer and professional land surveyor . . . Dave Mulcahy is taking the helm of Lamar University’s
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) as director. Mulcahy earned an M.B.A. from Northwestern
State University and possesses more than 10 years of experience in business consulting, including teaching
business practices to current business owners and entrepreneurs and developing and teaching seminars
about business start-up, market dynamics, price modeling,
strategic planning and other necessary business skills. “I’m
excited to be the director in a community that is moving forward at such a quick pace,” Mulcahy said. “We have a lot of
expertise to offer the future entrepreneurs of this area, and
we can draw on the expertise of the regional, state and
national networks to which the center belongs.” Lamar’s
SBDC provides free one-on-one consulting and affordable
training seminars . . . Daniel Bartlett ’97, ’99, is now director of developmental studies. “I’m very pleased to join the
department,” Bartlett said. “It’s an opportunity to truly help
a lot of students at the beginning of their college experience.” For four years, Bartlett has been helping first-year
students in the student support program Foundations of
Excellence. He is a writer and educator as well, teaching
English classes. “It’s my passion for writing that pushed
me,” Barlett said, “and I believe it’s important for college
students to find their own passion that motivates them to
succeed.” Bartlett earned a Ph.D. in literary writing from the
DAVE MULCAHY
University of Texas at Dallas.

Enrollment
climbs
Final headcount and semestercredit-hour totals for spring 2008
are the highest since 1991.
Headcount for spring stands at
10,562, an increase of 16.1 percent from the spring 2007 count
of 9,908, and semester credit
hours total 109,036, up 5.4 percent from the preceding year.
The growth is due in part to
Lamar’s new master of education
program that has attracted more
than 1,500 distance education students since it began in October
2007 (See related story, this issue).
Growth was seen in other areas as
well, including the College of
Engineering, which experienced a
substantial increase in majors, up
9.1 percent from the previous
spring.
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Lamar proposal ranks
first for new camp
gO W.E.S.T. Academy—or gO Women for Engineering, Science and
Technology Academy—is a new summer camp open to 50 high-performing,
underrepresented high-school females. The camp begins July 7, introducing
young women to concepts that will promote their interest in science,
technology, engineering and math.
The College of Education and Human Development and the College
of Engineering designed the program. Otilia Urbina, executive director of
the gO W.E.S.T. Academy, and Ryan Underdown, associate professor in
the College of Engineering, submitted the proposal to the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board’s Engineering Recruitment Program.
Lamar’s proposal was ranked first among those submitted by 16 Texas
institutions. The program received a $20,000 grant with support from
ExxonMobil and the Beaumont school district to conduct the camp.

JASON JONES
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Two student teams have been selected to
fly experiments aboard NASA’s C-9
reduced-gravity aircraft as part of the
space agency’s Reduced Gravity Student
Flight Opportunity Program. The two
make the 10th and 11th Lamar
University teams selected to fly since the
program began in 1995. Flights at
Ellington Field in Houston to conduct
lunar gravity experiments were in April
and will be in July.
In the first proposal, a student team
will perform a study of “Vibrational
Damping Effects of Grass-Like Crops in
a Microgravity Environment.” As
mankind explores the possibility of
extended durations in space for manned
spacecraft missions, the first essential
requirement is the suppression of lowfrequency space vehicle structural vibration, and the second is the sustainable
production of the clean air, water and
food needed by the crew. The research is
supported in part by a New Investigator’s
Program grant from the Texas Space
Grant Consortium.
In the second project selected to fly,
students will determine whether the
geometry of a meniscus—the curve in
the surface of a liquid that is produced
in response to the surface of the container or another object—can be controlled in reduced gravity to form a variable focus
reflective surface. A liquid space telescope is one possible space-science application.
BRIAN SATTLER

Beaumont lawyer Michael Truncale ’78, a recently appointed
member of The Texas State University System board of
regents, delivered the keynote address at December commencement. Four Lamar University students attained perfect
4.0 grade-point averages to become co-recipients of the
Plummer Award, honoring them as the top academic graduates in Lamar’s class of December 2007. The female
Plummer winners and their majors are Rachel Klauss of
Fannett, English, and Luyen Thi Pham of Port Arthur, interdisciplinary studies. The male recipients are Andrew Blanton
of Groves, political science, and James West of Mont Belvieu,
interdisciplinary studies.
Lamar conferred 682 degrees, including three doctorates, to graduates from 12 countries, 17 states outside Texas
and 84 cities in Texas—one of the largest graduating classes
in Lamar history.
Truncale, a Lamar alumnus and a senior partner of
Orgain Bell & Tucker in Beaumont and The Woodlands,
“grew up” at Lamar, playing cello in musical groups, attending the first football game in Cardinal Stadium and sharing
the college experience with his parents, the late Ruth and
Joseph Truncale, both beloved faculty members. Truncale
graduated from Lamar with high honors, earning a degree in
economics. He earned a master of business administration in
banking and finance from the University of North Texas in
1980 and a law degree from the Southern Methodist
University School of Law in 1985.

Projects to fly

ROHN WENNER

Truncale addresses one
of largest classes ever

Students learn latest in SAP
Lamar University consistently adds new programs to keep
students ahead of the competition. As a part of the SAP
University Alliance, Lamar offers its students highly valuable
training in SAP software, a comprehensive package used by
many Fortune 500 companies and in demand by both
employers and recruiters. Business students are required to
take several courses that incorporate the SAP program into
the curriculum, and there is a required second-year course
devoted solely to SAP training. The Department of
Industrial Engineering also offers a course with SAP training. Founded in 1972, Systems Applications and Products in
Data Processing (SAP) is now the world’s largest business
software company.

Academy hosts
symposium
The 2008 Futurism Symposium organized
by the Texas Academy of Leadership in the
Humanities, focused on Medical Issues:
Health for the Future Good of Humanity in
February. “As our students began researching health issues this fall, their intense interest in the subject became obvious,” said
Mary Gagné, director of the academy. “Not
only are many of our students committed to
a profession in medicine, but their leadership training here at the academy inspires
them to understand the critical importance
of health care in their future.”
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Sam Lehman-Wilzig, an Israeli scholar, gave a lecture entitled,
“Between Past & Future: Contemporary Challenges Facing Israel,”
Feb. 5. Lehman-Wilzig has taught in the political science department
at Bar Ilan University since 1977 and served as the department chair
for the past four years. March 25, Nadia Ahmed Touba spoke about
“Efforts to Reform the Egyptian Educational System: Where Are
We Now in Egypt?” The lecturer and author has developed Englishlanguage instruction in Egypt and currently serves as an associate
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RICHARD VILLASANA

Robert Kemper, professor
and chair of the Department
of Anthropology at Southern
Methodist University, discussed immigration policies
between the United States and
Mexico during a lecture Feb.
29 sponsored by the Honors
Program with assistance from
the Anthropology Association
of LU, Lamar Undergraduate
Research Network and
Latinos Unidos.

LARRY ACKER

Ben Fountain, author of the short story collection Brief Encounters
with Che Guevara, read from his work April 1. The collection
earned both the PEN/Hemingway
Award and the Barnes & Noble
Discover Award for fiction. In 2007,
Fountain was honored as one of 10
“emerging writers” to win the prestigious Whiting Writers’ Award, which
carries a $50,000 prize. Fountain’s stories have appeared in Harper’s, The Paris
Review, Zoetrope: All-Story and New
Stories from the South, The Year’s Best:
BEN FOUNTAIN
2006, among other publications.

cation, spoke about better
business and greater profits
through better international
relations. For nearly 15
years, Villasana has helped
U.S. companies and businesses around the world
enter Mexico’s economy.

ROBERT KEMPER

BRIAN SATTLER

BRIAN SATTLER

DAWN KATZ

Al Danto drew on more than 20 years of experience with
start-up and entrepreneurial
companies when he delivered
the Institute of
Entrepreneurial Studies
CHARLES LIU
Entrepreneurship Lecture
Feb. 5. Several start-ups by the CEO
and venture capitalist have developed
Award-winning author Jack Bedell read
into leading companies in their indusfrom his poetry March 26. He wrote
tries: Structured Graphics, acquired by
Come Rain, Come Shine, What Passes for
U.S. Global Docugraphix; Universal
AL DANTO
Love and At the Bonehouse and is a profesWorker, an international health care
sor of English at the University of
recruitment company later acquired by GROW Inc.; and Arcemus
Southeastern Louisiana in Hammond,
Inc., which provided international Internet domain name registration
where he edits Louisiana Literature and
and was sold to publicly traded Iron Mountain.
directs Louisiana Literature Press. In
2005, Bedell was among five recipients of
The College of Business
JACK BEDELL
the Special Humanities Award presented
hosted Richard Villasana as
by the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities. His first poetry
ExxonMobil Executive in
collection, At the Bonehouse, received the Breakthrough Award for
Residence Lecturer Feb. 12.
Southern and Southwestern Poets and the Texas Review Poetry
Villasana, a leading authority
Prize. Bedell writes about the many sides of Louisiana’s Acadian
on Mexican business pracculture and its people.
tices, culture and communi-

LARRY ACKER

BETH GALLASPY

Leading Chinese artist, curator and
art critic Charles Liu presented a
cultural seminar on Chinese brush
painting March 4. Liu is one of the
most respected Chinese brush painters
in his generation and is the art columnist for World Journal Weekly, the
largest Chinese daily newspaper in
North America. This was the first
event for the Lamar Chinese Club,
which formed in January.

History conference
remembers Gray

Aida Paskeviciute, assistant professor in the Department of
Government at the University of Essex in the United
Kingdom, discussed the impact of immigration on European
politics in a lecture April 2, “Democracy on the Move?
Citizenship and Immigrant Political Participation in Europe.”
Paskeviciute’s research and teaching experience focus on comparative political behavior in Europe.

professor of English modern language methodology at
Alexandria University in Egypt. Both international scholars
visited Lamar this past semester as a result of assistant
professor Dominic Beggan’s trip to Israel and Egypt last
summer as a Fulbright Scholar.

Legendary educator and Southeast Texan John Gray—twice president of
Lamar University—was the focus of a program Jan. 19 at the 15th annual
Beaumont History Conference. “Living a Legendary Life: Dr. John E.
Gray” was the topic explored by presenters Ralph Wooster, distinguished
professor emeritus of history, and Robert Robertson, adjunct instructor in
history. Beverly Williams, a graduate student from Silsbee, discussed
“Eleanor Perlstein Weinbaum: Poet, Author and Benefactor for the Arts.”
Her philanthropy encouraged writing at Lamar through funding of poetry
contests, establishing a room for reading and study, endowing a scholarship
and providing the funding for Pulse magazine, a Lamar publication that
features poetry, short fiction and essays written by students. Gray was a
major figure in 20th-century higher education, serving as the first chairman
of what is now the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and also as
president of the Association of Texas Colleges and Universities.

Acclaimed author and Pulitzer
Prize winner Frank McCourt
gave a lecture on his writing
and teaching experience April
10 after answering student
and faculty questions earlier in
the afternoon.
Born in New York City
and raised in Limerick,
Ireland, McCourt put himself
through New York
FRANK MCCOURT
University’s School of
Education and went on to teach 27 years as a New York public
high school teacher until he retired in 1996. He burst onto the
literary scene at age 66 with a memoir of his childhood,
Angela’s Ashes, which brings to life the hardships he experienced growing up in Limerick with humor and vivid description. The Spring Academic Lecture Series was hosted by the
College of Education and Human Development and is paid for
by student service fees.
David Clark of the State University
of New York at New Paltz discussed
“The EPR Experiment: Einstein vs.
Quantum Theory” Feb. 12 as part
of the Academic Lecture Series,
funded by student service fees.
Only recently has technology
developed to carry out a famous
DAVID CLARK
experiment developed by Albert
Einstein and colleagues Boris Podolsky and Nathan Rosen.
Contrary to Einstein's expectations, the outcome upheld quantum theoretic prediction. This has forced scientists to accept
a very counterintuitive reality at the subatomic level. Clark
conveyed this thought experiment, and the bizarre conclusions
that are drawn from it, during a short lecture using only very
simple concepts.
Clark learned mathematics from his work in universal
algebra, but learned to teach mathematics from the R.L.
Moore method of inquiry-based learning. He is co-founder
with W. Ted Mahavier, associate professor of mathematics at
Lamar, of the Journal of Inquiry-Based Learning in
Mathematics, a refereed journal publishing Moore-style
teaching materials.

LARRY ACKER

At the podium

Potential teachers visit Lamar
Nearly 300 local junior high and high school students interested in becoming teachers were on campus for A Celebration of Teaching April 7. Event
participants were introduced to Lamar faculty and provided with admissions
and scholarship information about the university. Breakout sessions included
“Teaching with Heart,” “Who Wants to Be a Teacher?” and “Teacher
Toolkit,” presented by Lamar faculty. An ExxonMobil grant sponsored the
event, hosted by the College of Education and Human Development.

Language skills tested in competition
The Department of English and Modern Languages and the Spanish Circle
student organization hosted Lamar’s annual Modern Languages
Competition Feb. 16. More than 160 students from across Southeast Texas
participated, said Norma Zarzosa, instructor of Spanish and coordinator of
the competition. Competition ranged from poetry/prose, cultural displays
and cultural art posters to one-act play, lyrical music and dance.
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Beyond classes
Trophies testify to talent . . . Twelve
Lamar Advertising Federation students attended the American
Advertising Federation student conference in Houston in November to
gain hands-on experience in creating
a fully integrated advertising campaign. Each of 20 student teams was sent to a different host company in Houston and provided resources needed to complete a new
and innovative media plan. Caitlin Kruger’s team completed a campaign for Hewlett Packard and won first place. Jamie Bailey was on
the second-place team, and
Matt Fuller was voted MVP
on his team. All are senior
communication majors . . .
Students, execs interact
at Ad Fed conference
members of the Lamar
Advertising Federation
traveled to Washington, D.C., to the national organization’s student
conference. They attended lectures about the advertising profession,
success in the National Student Advertising Competition and the
history of America Online (AOL) advertising, among other topics,
and networked with AAF members, fellow students and top business
executives. Attendees were Jamie Bailey, Amy Bradberry, Dawn Katz
and Caitlin Kruger of Beaumont; Adam Haynes of Buna; Jennifer
Nerkowski of Lumberton; Michael Shahan of Nederland; Chase
Frazier of Port Neches; Matt Fuller of Sour Lake; and Meagan
Watkins of Vidor. “We will take the information and insight into
how America Online thinks and use it over the next several months
to plan and produce what we hope will be an award-winning campaign for AOL Instant Messenger,” said Fuller, president of Lamar

Advertising Federation. The AIM advertising
campaign competed against campaigns from
more than 150 colleges and universities
across the nation . . . Angela Eaglin recently
received Lyondell Chemical Co.’s annual
Operational Excellence Award in the area of
efficiency. During her co-op at the Victoria
High-density Polyethylene Plant, she realized
poor lighting on the unit was a major safety
problem, causing frequent and costly maintenance that created
unnecessary traffic within the plant. Eaglin coordinated replacement
of all incandescent light bulbs with brighter, high-efficiency fluorescent bulbs that require less energy and last significantly longer, saving
Lyondell approximately $100,000 per year. Eaglin, a senior electrical
engineering major, completed her third co-op at the Beaumont plant
. . . Members of the Lamar University Student Government Association
along with volunteer residents, city officials, neighborhood associations, firefighters and local law enforcement participated in the
Neighborhood Clean Sweep Program, targeting litter and trash in
Beaumont’s Pear Orchard Community. Volunteers combed the
streets, collecting trash from ditches and yards and cleaning several
small, unkempt cemeteries. The program is sponsored by the City of
Beaumont, Pear Orchard Neighborhood Association, South Park
Neighborhood Association, Tyrell Park Neighborhood Association
and the Lamar University Community Outreach Program . . .
Culinary arts students created gingerbread houses for their second
annual competition to benefit Buckner Children and Family Services.
Students worked a combined, estimated 400 hours to finish the
houses. The Golden Triangle Chefs Association presented Buckner
with a check for $250 and contributed prize money for first-, second- and third-place winners. Winners were Sendi Wills Gardner of
Orange, first place; Tara Nicole Mayer, Groves, second place; and
Melissa Mae Hamm, Groves, third place.

More than 8,500 elementary and middle school students attended JASON Monster Storms Jan. 22Feb. 5, sponsored by the JASON Alliance of Southeast Texas (JASET). The two-week-long program
offered information to fourth- through eighth-grade students about
tornadoes, hurricanes and general applied sciences. It began with
a viewing of the Monster Storms video, produced by Lamar’s
communication and earth and space sciences departments. The
film documents 28 middle and high school students from
Southeast Texas as they visit Little Florida Beach and Holly Beach, two areas directly impacted by Hurricane Rita’s landfall.
“The movie shows how weather information is obtained and relayed in a fun and interesting way. We spoke with local meteorologists and had the help of a producer from National Geographic, so the movie offers top-notch information,” said Daniel
McLemore, junior communication major from Nederland and editor/producer of Monster Storms.
During the first week of the event, seventh- and eighth-grade students viewed Monster Storms and then spent time
with area engineers, medical professionals and scientists who hosted small discussion groups about their respective professions. Fourth- through sixth-grade students participated in scientific interactive sections during the second week.
DANIEL McLEMORE
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Comm students produce documentary

Interior design majors Theresa Clegg, Brittany Kimes,
and Nina Rivers and Assistant Professor Richard
Gachot stand in front of the historic Gilbert Building
in downtown Beaumont.

BRIAN SATTLER

on campus

on campus

Student designers plan boutique hotel
The interior design program has partnered with the Beaumont Main Street Association to help revitalize downtown through renovation of the
historic Gilbert Building. Students are working with Beaumont Main Street’s executive director Carolyn Howard to create a boutique hotel in
the downtown area. “This partnership has been fantastic,” Howard said. “It’s such a blessing to have these creative, young minds strategizing for
downtown.” The students have put many hours into this project and, in turn, have gained valuable experience by getting what Howard calls
“an in-depth look at adaptive re-use.” The vacant Gilbert building is on the national register of historical buildings and is headed toward new
ownership. The students have presented a plan on how a boutique hotel would fit into the parameters of the historic building and highlighted
the economic benefits such a hotel would bring to Beaumont.

Cooper joins Japanese team in
hunt for lunar resources
Adjunct Professor Bonnie Cooper, with Oceaneering Space
Systems at NASA’s Johnson Space Center, joined the science
team of the Lunar Radar Sounder (LRS) instrument, currently
in orbit around the moon, at the invitation of Japan's
Selene/Kaguya Mission science managers. The Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA) launched Selene/Kaguya on Sept.
14, 2007, from the Tanegashima Space Center with the objectives of obtaining scientific data of lunar origin and evolution
and to develop technology for future lunar exploration. Cooper’s
in-depth knowledge of the Apollo Lunar Radar Sounder
Experiment and her early collaboration with the Kaguya LRS instrument designers led to
the invitation. “It is important to know about the subsurface of the moon because it will tell
us where to look for lunar resources,” Cooper said. “Oxygen can be found in some rock formations. We need to make oxygen on the moon so that we can make rocket fuel. If we can
re-fuel our spacecraft on the moon or in lunar orbit, we can go on to Mars. We can also
build resort hotels on the moon, and it will become affordable for just about anyone to
spend a week’s vacation on the moon.” Cooper’s focus areas are lunar In-Situ Resource
Utilization (ISRU) and dust toxicity research in support of human missions to the moon.

Outreach program
provides tax help
The Lamar University Community
Outreach Program joined the Internal
Revenue Service to increase earned income
tax credit (EITC) awareness and education.
Through the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) Program, trained Lamar
students provided free tax preparation for
individuals and families, students, senior
citizens and non-English speaking people in
Beaumont. Lamar’s V.I.T.A. web site also
offered free electronic filing (e-filing).
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Sheila ’65 and Jerry Reese ’66, seated, enjoyed a luncheon recently celebrating
their family's generous gift to establish the Reese Construction Management
Program. They were joined by their children, Stacey and Jeff Henningsen,
Jordan and Susan Reese, and Mark and Rachel Lawrence.

Internationally renowned artist John Alexander ’68 joins friends
Barbara (Nees) ’65 and Bob Quinn ’68 of Beaumont during a reception
and book signing Feb. 8 at the Art Museum of Southeast Texas for his
book, John Alexander: A Retrospective.

Nolan Thornal of Orange and Courtney Wind, Jacob
Wills and Genny Nutt, all of Nederland, perform at the
Lamarissimo! holiday concert Dec. 2.

Lori (Sourdellia)
Wenner -84, Jennifer
(Hebert) Thompson
’84, Sherry Weaver
and Pati Barnett track
bids at the Le Grand
Bal art auction.

First Lady Susan (Williams) Simmons ’68
and President James Simmons congratulate
Le Grand Bal honorees Gay (Duckworth) ’80
and Bill Scott ’70.

Kim Willard, David Willard and his
mother, Pat (Green) Willard ’60
enjoy Le Grand Bal ambience.

Lynda Kay (Hulsey) and James Makin ’74
dance the night away at Le Grand Bal.

Le Grand Bal chairs Beverly (Stiegler) ’80 and Carl Parker enjoy the
artful ambience at the Dishman Art Museum reception and auction.
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Doctoral candidates Pratistha Pradhan of Kathmandu, Nepal, Brian Robert
Kilpatrick of Houston and Nathie Marbury of Austin have front-row seats at
Lamar’s fall commencement. Pradham earned a doctorate in engineering,
and Kilpatrick and Marbury in deaf studies/deaf education.

December 2007 commencement speaker Michael Truncale ’78, a
Beaumont lawyer and member of The Texas State University System
board of regents, joins his wife, Denise, and daughters Lacey, left, and
Lauren at a brunch in his honor after the Dec. 15 ceremony.
Mary Bolton -86 second from left, Michelle Hebert, Gina Hinson and Melanie
Dishman ’88 were among the travelers participating in an odyssey to Greece
in fall 2007 pictured with guides. Lamar public radio KVLU, of which
Dishman is station manager for advancement, sponsored the tour.
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A GLORIOUS DAY FOR A

GRAND REOPENING
by Louise Wood

T

he sky was bright blue when the
gusher blew, and the rainbow it

“Mayor Lord (former Beaumont Mayor

cast added the colors of optimism

Evelyn Lord) takes credit for this wonderful

to a picture-perfect day. Lamar’s

weather today. I took credit for the weather in

Spindletop-Gladys City

2001,” said President James Simmons.

Boomtown Museum was back.

Lord, who came dressed as a schoolmarm,

At 11:37 a.m., heralded by Tracy Byrd’s Spindletop

chaired the 2001 and 2008 celebrations. Unlike

Song, the geyser of water erupted skyward

the rest of the boomtown, she said, the circa-2002

through the derrick replica as the crew of oilfield

oil rig withstood the Category 3 winds of Rita.

re-enactors dramatized the event: Jan. 10, 1901,

“It never went down,” she said. “It was built to

the day when black gold came in at Spindletop,

withstand hurricane wind, and it did.”

ushering in the age of energy.
“No matter how many times I see that gush-

A crowd of 500 attended the opening, and more than 1,000 enjoyed activities
throughout the day.

day whose chill will long be remembered.

Keynote speaker Darrell Jacob, Total
Petrochemicals Port Arthur plant manager, said

er, I still get chill bumps,” said one member of the

that as a small-town Texas boy, he was honored to

museum’s grand reopening committee.

speak at the birthplace of the modern oil industry.

It was another big day for the university’s

“It was that incredible spirit and drive of those

celebration of the Lucas Gusher. On Sept. 24,

early Southeast Texans that overcame the obsta-

2005, another force of nature—Hurricane Rita—

cles and delivered that great event of Jan. 10,

threatened the boomtown, a Lamar landmark

1901, the Lucas Gusher,” he said.

since 1976 when it was dedicated as Beaumont’s
Bicentennial gift to the nation.
The museum celebrated its grand reopening
Jan. 12, prompting reflections on another “Big
Day”—Jan. 10, 2001—when the Spindletop

Jacob said Southeast Texas stands poised for
another industrial boom. “Prospects for economic
activity now appear the highest since the
Spindletop days,” he said.
The grand reopening exemplifies a can-do

Centennial Celebration attracted thousands,

spirit at Lamar, said Simmons, who noted that his

including keynote speaker George H.W. Bush and

grandfather began his 60-year jewelry business in

a host of dignitaries. Old Man Winter was an

a horse-drawn cart at Spindletop.

BRIAN SATTLER

unwanted guest on that occasion, a cold, drizzly

Strolling reenactors entertain kids and adults alike.
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The ribbon cutting heralded the grand reopening of Spindletop Gladys City Boomtown Museum.
Left to right: Dignitaries and committee members Joyce Jacob, Christy Marino, Darrell Jacob, Evelyn Lord,
President James Simmons, Regent Trish Pollard, Richard Bothel, Mary Kelley, Paula Bothé and Dora Willett.
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COURTESY JIM WESTGATE

JIM WESTGATE started collecting fossils
before he started kindergarten and got his
first job in science education before he finished high school. His decades of pursuing
dual loves of paleontology and teaching have
taken him from the Rocky Mountains in
Utah to the rainforests of Panama, from the
deserts of Chihuahua, Mexico, to the
Channel Islands off the California coast.
“Some researchers spend their whole life
in a 10-mile by 10-mile area,” Westgate said.
“My tendency is more to jump around and
go to new places. It’s sort of a challenge for
me to learn new things.”
Always learning and always teaching,
Westgate has won the respect of his peers
and his students in 19 years as a professor of
earth and space sciences at Lamar University.
He previously has received awards for teaching excellence and research excellence and has
been honored as Distinguished Faculty
Lecturer and University Scholar. To his long
list of accolades, he adds the title of 2008
University Professor, the highest faculty
award conferred by Lamar’s academic community. In nominating him for the honor,
College of Arts and Sciences Dean Brenda
Nichols wrote that Westgate “epitomizes the
teacher-scholar model we want all faculty to
emulate.”
Lamar has been a good career fit,
Westgate said, because both teaching and
research are valued and rewarded. His
research interests have been boosted by grants, including a dozen research enhancement grants from Lamar, to
support field work in foreign locales and closer to home. Some of those research trips have turned into adventures in the truest sense of the word.
The first of Westgate’s four trips to Panama was relatively tame and civilized, but he flirted with danger on
later journeys. Since 2001, he has been the science advisor and associate director of the JASON Alliance for
Southeast Texas, a science education program for elementary and middle school students. In 2004, he took a
group of JASON trainers to Panama to study the rainforest, coral reef and mangrove habitat. Their guide mentioned that his boss had a large fossilized shark’s tooth, which piqued Westgate’s interest and led to a return trip
for research. Working with other scientists, he found a fossil site estimated at 10 million years old near Colon at
the Caribbean entrance to the Panama Canal. They also headed upriver toward Colombia and the isolated area
where the 20-million-year-old shark’s tooth had been found. There, they became celebrity curiosities to dozens
of school children who had never seen white men before.

Jim Westgate, left,
and Ben Brown,
archeologist from the
National Institute of
Anthropology and
History of Mexico, on
the Membrillo River
in Panama’s Darien
Rainforest.
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On a subsequent return trip to the river basin with a
Mexican archeologist accompanying and translating and no
Panamanian guide, Westgate and his colleagues got within 15
miles of the Colombian border in their dugout boat. When they
told the director of the Panamanian Geological Survey about the
trip later, he was amazed. “He said the last time he went into
that area, he took eight guys with machine guns with him,”
Westgate said. The area is dominated by two extreme groups
of Colombian guerrillas, both of which finance their operations
by kidnapping people and holding them for ransom. “We were
able to sneak in and sneak out without any problem,” Westgate
said. He knew about previous kidnappings in this potentially
fossil-rich area, but “we figured we weren’t going to be in there
that long.”
Field work in Chihuahua to excavate duck-billed dinosaur
bones has brought adventure of a different flavor. Summer
research trips to this Mexican research site across the Rio
Grande from Big Bend National Park have at times been incredibly physically stressful. With typical daytime temperatures of
110 degrees Fahrenheit or higher, staying hydrated is a challenge. On one trip, a College of Charleston student had to make
a detour to an Alpine hospital for saline due to dehydration. But
the hot sun is not the only enemy. Because field time is precious,
Westgate and his team normally work until daylight is gone and
they can no longer see what they are doing.
“We started doing that at this site and realized as we’d come
back in the dusk, the rattlesnakes would have come out by then.
It took us about two days to figure out we needed to quit about
an hour before sunset instead of pushing it to the edge,” Westgate
said. “They’d start rattling, and they’re pretty camouflaged.”
Luckily, no one was bitten on those dark hikes back to camp.
Because of the remoteness of the sites where Westgate and

Westgate, far right, and his son Jeffrey, far left, in Utah’s Uinta Basin with a group from
Lamar University, College of Charleston, UCLA and Case Western Reserve University.

his teams work, accommodations often
consist of tents and sleeping bags. In
Chihuahua, the excavation site is a 100mile, six-hour drive from Ojinaga, the
Mexican sister city to Presidio. In the
Uinta Basin of Utah, they work in the
Badlands during the day and camp in a
semi-forested area at a high elevation at
night. The joy of being outside and
documenting the place and work photographically have become part of the
pleasure of field work for Westgate.
“We get different levels of success paleontologically. I guess a lot of the gratification is going to new places that I

BRIAN SATTLER
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COLLECTOR
BONE
“I think a lot of students get turned off by
science because it’s taught as a literature
course and not as a doing course. Science
should be considered a verb, not a noun.”
—JIM WESTGATE
haven’t worked before and getting to learn new stuff,” he said.
“A learning curve keeps it interesting.”
Every field trip might not yield breakthrough discoveries,
but some certainly have. So far, Westgate counts his most significant paleontology contribution as a site at Laredo dating back
about 40 million years. The location was the first discovered on
the North American coastal plain where marine and mammal
fossils of the era were found together. The site allowed scientists
to link together time scales for marine and mammal evolution,
which previously had a discrepancy of about 5 million years.
“This allowed us to synchronize the events and understand how
our geologic resources like oil accumulated,” Westgate said.
Fossils found at the site about a decade ago also led to the
identification of four new species and three new genera of small
primates previously unknown to science.
On the education front, Westgate is proud of the field
courses he has created for pre-service and in-service teachers that
allow them to experience science in the real world rather than
just reading about it in a classroom. “Hopefully, that encourages
them to create those kinds of experiences for their students,”
Westgate said. “I think a lot of students get turned off by science
because it’s taught as a literature course and not as a doing
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BONE
COLLECTOR
course. Science should be considered a verb,
not a noun.” Westgate started doing science
as a child in Arlington, Va. Summer enrichment science programs when he was in junior
high reinforced his interest. Then, the summer
before his senior year in high school, he started working to hook others as a teaching intern
in a science program for fifth- and sixth-grade
students. His science opportunities expanded
just before he started college when he found a
whale fossil in the Potomac River bluffs near
Chesapeake Bay, which led to a four-year summer research internship with the Smithsonian
Institution.
Along with juggling research and teaching
interests, Westgate balances family time and
community service. He has been known to
turn research trips into family vacations or
sneak a little research into a family outing.
Daughter Erin, a Reed College student, and
son Jeffrey, a West Brook High senior, both
have assisted him in field work. His wife,
Karen Corwin, counselor for Texas Academy
for Leadership in the Humanities, also joins
him on some travels. This summer, the entire
family will visit Alaska for Jeffrey’s graduation
trip, with the side attraction of a National
Science Foundation short course for Westgate.
Westgate’s passion for science education
has also served him well in volunteer work
with environmental groups, on the community
advisory panel of the DuPont Industrial
Complex and as a fellow of the Texas Academy
of Sciences. He is a past president and past
treasurer of the academy, continues to serve on
its board and recently wrote a position statement for the group opposing the teaching of
creationism in Texas public schools.
Despite decades of devoted work so far,
Westgate’s love of scientific learning and teaching has not dimmed. In teaching teachers, he is
motivated by a desire to help underpaid professionals learn more and do a better job of educating the next generation. With paleontology,
the drive comes from the same type of curiosity
that sent him outside to pick up fossils from
railroad beds as a child. The fossils are out
there, Westgate said, just waiting to be discovered. “If you get there too soon, they’re not
exposed yet. If you get there too late, nature
has not only exposed them, but destroyed
them. It’s a challenge to get out in the field and
catch them at the right point.”

Bellon-Harn, Liu, Kirk and Payton
earn 2008 Merit Awards
Lamar University has recognized four faculty members as University Merit Award recipients for their
outstanding commitment to education.

V IC Z ALOOM , Ph.D., P.E.

MONICA BELLON-HARN–assistant professor of speech and hearing sciences
Bachelor’s from McNeese State University, master’s and Ph.D. from Louisiana
State University… projects include an autism workshop, summer language
enrichment program for children with disabilities and a Lamar partnership
program with Port Arthur Independent School District that assists children
with disabilities… serves as a consultant for language and reading programs
for children with speech and language disorders…member of the Board of
Examiners for Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists…licensed by
the American Speech Language and Hearing Association.
“She works well with all students and has become a magnet for attracting people to the program.”
— RUSS SCHULTZ, dean, College of Fine Arts and Communication

Associate Dean
College of Engineering

EDYTHE KIRK–assistant professor of psychology
Bachelor’s and master’s from Lamar University, Ph.D. from University of
Oregon…areas of expertise include research methods and statistics…sponsored the Student Research Symposium for the past five years…mentored
eight McNair Scholars and supervised seven honors students…named 2003
McNair Scholars Program Faculty Member of the Year…served as manuscript
reviewer and president of Sigma Xi…received a Lamar Research
Enhancement Grant…authored or co-authored five refereed articles, two
statistical textbooks and 11 paper presentations.
“Dr. Kirk’s teaching activities involve going above and beyond normal expectations and speak volumes
about her commitment to student research opportunities for hands-on learning.”
— RANDOLPH SMITH, department chair, psychology
JIANGJIANG “JANE” LIU–assistant professor of computer science
Bachelor’s degree from Beijing University of Posts & Telecommunications,
master’s and Ph.D. from the State University of New York at Buffalo…area of
expertise is computer architecture design for chip micro-processing and
embedded systems…uses the latest animation, graphics and simulations to
illustrate course materials…co-director of the INSPIRED and WIRED programs,
which aim to mentor underrepresented groups in computer science concepts…has published 17 refereed papers…has participated in Mathfest, Open
House, Week of Welcome, West Brook’s Career Day and Rotary’s Career Day.
“Dr. Liu is a fine teacher, a person who has dedicated herself to her work at Lamar and to the field of
computer science…”
— LARRY OSBORNE, department chair, computer science
JOHN PAYTON–associate professor of health and kinesiology
Bachelor’s and master’s from Prairie View A&M University…regularly offers
workshops on officiating…serves as a consultant for the Texas Association of
Sports Officials…member of BISD’s Athletic Council…inducted into the
African-American Hall of Fame, Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame,
Lamar University Cardinal Hall of Honor and Southeast Texas Coaches
Association Hall of Honor…co-directed a $55,000 grant to support the
National Youth Sports Program…faculty sponsor of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity…has published three articles and three coaching guides.
“Students who have taken John Payton’s classes praise his expertise, his accessibility and his attention
to their personal learning needs.”
— HOLLIS LOWERY-MOORE, dean, College of Education and Human Development
PHOTOS BY ROHN WENNER
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Professor and Chair
Department of Industrial Engineering

Established the Shar Zaloom McCabe
Memorial Scholarship

“I named a scholarship in memory of my daughter, Shar Zaloom McCabe ’89 as a tribute to her.
She was very motivated to get the best education available and chose to study at Lamar University. She helped
support her own education by working part-time and received a small scholarship. It made a big impression
on her, and she would have wanted to help other students in the same way. By creating an endowment in
memory of Shar, this scholarship will help future students for as long as Lamar University exists.”
—V IC Z ALOOM

Endowed scholarships at Lamar University are a unique
and powerful way to honor friends or loved ones and for
alumni and friends of the institution to ensure that their
own connection to the university lives on in perpetuity.
Endowed scholarships enable generations of students to
obtain degrees that open doors and offer opportunities to
create better lives.
Lamar University works with donors to establish endowments that benefit students, faculty, Lamar University
itself and the larger community. To discuss ways you can
contribute to the life of the University and create a lasting
legacy, please contact us at (409) 880-2117.

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES*
Named Scholarship
Presidential Scholarship
Regents Scholarship
Graduate Fellowship
Mirabeau Scholarship
Faculty Fellowship
Professorship
Distinguished Professorship
Academic Chair
Center/Institute
Department
College

$15,000
$50,000
$100,000
$200,000
$300,000
$300,000
$500,000
$750,000
$1 million – $2.5 million
$1.5 million – $5 million
$2 million – $5 million
$15 million – $25 million

* Endowments may be funded with a five-year pledge.

Visual expression:

NEA funds Deaf artists

BRIAN SATTLER

for deaf students and has prepared deaf

introductory chapter to a philosophy text-

teachers and educational researchers in deaf

book and numerous other art-related projects

“Lamar University is contributing a sig-

such as biographical entries for artists, cata-

uate programs in deaf education at Lamar

logue descriptions, art reviews for magazines,

allows artists to make presentations about

The Department of Art and the Department

University and has co-authored two books

journals and exhibition brochures. Having

their work, giving the audience a unique

of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education at

on psychology and Deaf people, published

directed panel discussions on art, she also has

opportunity to learn the artist’s perspective

Lamar University is also contributing fund-

more than 35 articles in peer-reviewed jour-

served on state and local art boards in

about being a Deaf individual using visual art

ing for the exhibition, which traveled to

nals and made more than 40 presentations at

Southeast Texas. She has written and man-

to communicate. The third component—

Austin’s Texas School for the Deaf for display

conferences related to language and literacy

aged grants from the Southeast Texas Arts

DVD production—will add long-term edu-

April 21 to May 9. Austin has a large

and deaf education teacher-training issues.

Council, the private sector and from Lamar

cational benefit to the program. “We’re

deaf community and more than 500

going to videotape the panel discussion and

deaf students in area schools.
Lamar has picked up

that present reading materi-

work in interviews with us,” Andrews said.

another partner along the way.

The resulting documentary DVD of the

VSArts, an internationally

in multimedia

exhibits and dialogues produced by graduate

known nonprofit organiza-

formats in ASL,

students in art and in deaf education will be

tion dedicated to provid-

distributed to the 60 schools for the deaf

ing art experiences for

nationwide free of charge and to an addition-

disabled persons, will

al 1,000 mainstream programs in Texas for

support three

their art education curriculum. The multime-

workshops by deaf

dia product will document the events

artists. The deaf artists

als to deaf students

Deaf during the same time the exhi-

Language and English DVD with audio and

bition is in Austin.

tion to the Deaf artists and their work will be

community who are deaf,”

ect, which delves deeply into the culture, the

that had yet to be fully formed in their

included.

Lokensgard said. “This project will

inspiration and the drive behind the artists’

minds. Knowing they would need funding

desire to create.

for such an exhibit, they began applying for

be created for the sharing of artwork, and a

National Endowment of the Arts grants in

teacher’s guide will be available to assist

a panel discussion led by Brenda Schertz, a

2005 and were turned down twice. Revising

teachers in replicating the project.

professor of Deaf Studies at the University of

and re-revising the grant proposal, their

Southern Maine who has curated five nation-

efforts were rewarded when the NEA grant

children are educated in public school where

1,600 students and deaf and

al Deaf artists exhibits. Joining her was

was announced in 2007.

they may not get the opportunity to learn

hearing citizens in Southeast

A website for teachers and students will

“Today more than 80 percent of deaf

Dupor, Lake Geneva, Wis.;
Chuck Baird, Bee Cave;
Tony McGregor, Austin;
Uzi Buzgalo, Superior,

Md., and Alex

graphics and English text. An American Sign
captioning of Schertz providing an introduc-

Garber, Newton Center, Mass.; Susan

Johnston, Laurel,

both Deaf and hearing—viewing the work.”

the early stages of planning for an exhibit

are Ann Silver of Seattle, Wash.; Randy

Colo.; Paul

Dishman Art Museum housed more than 40

Lokensgard, professor of art history, began

of the exhibit became reality. Selected artists

co-

youth at the Texas School for the

Artists in the Community and Schools proj-

After five years of planning, the dream

Spanish and

will work with deaf children and

around the country as part of the Deaf

University.

English. She has

captioning in English, digital photographs,

Deborah Sonnenstrahl Meranski, nationally

Having authored five children’s books, she
has also published 10 CD-ROMS

through ASL movies, animation, graphics,

The artists convened at the Dishman for

specializing in the arts, she has written an

provided matching funds for the NEA grant.

tion. “It will also involve K-16 students—
Five years ago, Andrews and Lynne

than 20 shows and exhibitions. As a writer

Andrews has been a teacher of reading

College of Fine Arts and Communication,

During a month-long exhibition in April, the
works of art by eight Deaf artists from

to Deaf children.

education since 1983. She is director of grad-

our artists are also going to talk about their

D

of the project. Russ Schultz, dean of the

nificant amount of matching,” Andrews said.

The second component of the project

by Amanda Rowell

received more funding for the DVD portion

Wilhite of
Houston.
“The
hearing

“There are many people in the

community will see
that there are very

focus on them and will help them feel

talented individuals who

integrated into the community.”
The Deaf Artists in the
Community and Schools
Project will reach more than

create art that is of high quality,”

“Deaf Art expresses the values of the Deaf culture: the
beauty of sign language and its oppression, the joys of deaf
bonding, communication breakdowns, the discovery of
language, community, and the history of deaf people.”
—BRENDA SCHERTZ, nationally known art curator and educator

Lokensgard said. “It will not
be obvious that the artists who
create these works are deaf, and
that knowledge will encourage
people to appreciate the talents

“We were very thrilled to be recipients

about their Deaf culture until they are older

Texas and metropolitan

known teacher, historian, author and presen-

of this grant. It will benefit the Deaf artists

and go into the adult Deaf community. Our

Houston, according to Lokensgard and

authored and managed more than $11 mil-

ter, and the artists who focused on how they

themselves as well as our Beaumont,

DVD will introduce them to new ideas of

Andrews. “Our DVD documentary will have

lion in Department of Education grants to

in ASL studies, Deaf Education, Art as well

evolved as artists during the past decade and

Houston and Austin communities,” said

Deaf identity, Deaf pride and the celebration

the potential of impacting 4,000 deaf stu-

support deaf teachers and doctoral-level lead-

as other majors will benefit from this art

how their being Deaf inspires their work.

Andrews.

of their identity as bilingual learners of sign

dents in Texas and an additional 80,000 in

ers and has secured funding to create multi-

exhibit. It will present how the Deaf culture

language and of English through the Deaf

the nation,” they said. “All programs will be

media technology literacy materials for deaf

is expressed through the visual arts,” said

students.

Andrews. “Deaf artists too will benefit from

“Artists typically work in isolation. This

The panel discussion is one of three

exhibit provides a forum for Deaf artists to

components of the Deaf Artists in the

Artists’ exhibition,” said Andrews, who is a

accessible to deaf and hard-of-hearing audi-

discuss their work with each other as well as

Community and Schools project. Added to

researcher in reading for deaf children.

ences through use of sign language inter-

discuss Deaf art with an audience from the

the exchange is “the obvious combination of

The projected date for completion of

university and local community, including

three languages,” Lokensgard said. “English,

the technological portion of the project is

the Deaf community,” said Jean Andrews,

American Sign Language and art—what a

August 2008. After writing a Lamar

professor of Deaf studies and Deaf educa-

great combination.”

Research Enhancement Grant, Lokensgard
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of deaf individuals.”
“Undergraduate and graduate students

Lokensgard has taught numerous cours-

the opportunity to come together face to

es on art of all types and was instrumental in

face to discuss their ideas and visions. We

adding a museum studies specialization to

think it’s a wonderful opportunity to expand

Lokensgard hope to do some professional

the graduate curriculum at the university. She

our deaf studies program here at Lamar to

writing on the Deaf art exhibit and its value

has served on art juries and curated more

the benefit of our students,” Andrews said.

preters.”
Following the exhibition, Andrews and
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Retirement

rebound
Retiring from his life’s work didn’t add
up for Richard Price. He’s still studying,
still mentoring and still teaching.

L

ike a blank canvas to Picasso, the classroom has held an
irresistible attraction for Richard L. Price since childhood.
Now 76 and retired for more than a year from his post
as associate professor of mathematics, Price still cannot escape
the magnetism of books and chalkboards and the joy of being surrounded by learning.
A Beaumont native, Price grew up in an environment that
valued education. His father was his high school principal and his
church pastor. Along with the promise of education and religious
life, the elder Price taught his six sons and six daughters to appreciate a strong home life, political life and community involvement.
Richard Price knew he would continue his education after his 1949
high school graduation but could not consider enrolling at Lamar
because integration was still seven years away. Decades later, he
found the invitation to join the Lamar community in a different
way intriguing.
When Price completed his doctoral degree at Ohio State
University, he had job offers from several colleges. One came from
Lloyd Cherry, dean of Lamar’s College of Engineering, and included the promise of an office in the new engineering building, now
Cherry Engineering. “Something about the opportunity to come
58 | CARDINAL
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back home” resonated, Price said. “It was a very genuine offer on
his part that he really would like to see me there. I accepted, and it
turned out to be a very positive thing.”
After a year in the Lamar classroom, Price requested and
received a leave of absence to study religion at the Yale Divinity
School. His 40th birthday—a self-imposed deadline for formal education—was approaching, so a year at Yale earning a master’s degree
in religion was his last chance. “At 40, I was getting that degree.
That had been a dream of mine for some years. Then, okay, anything I want to do now education wise, I’ll pick up the book,” Price
said. “Otherwise, I would still be back in school today.”
Price’s days as a student are in the past, but an atmosphere of
learning always seems to surround him. He returned to Lamar after
receiving his Yale degree and spent more than 30 years teaching students inside the classroom and out. Rena Clark ’84 remembers Price
as “an incredible teacher. You would walk into his class, and you
knew that his primary goal was to make certain that everybody who
sat in his classroom left with an understanding of whatever the
topic was that day.” He would do whatever it took to make that
happen, including removing his shoes and using a shoestring to
illustrate some mathematical concept.

BRIAN SATTLER

by Beth Gallaspy

Price’s influence outside the classroom was equally impressive.
He advised the campus chapter of the National Society of Black
Engineers and had a prominent role in the national organization,
which honored him with its Golden Torch Award for lifetime
achievement.
Clark—a principal in a private equity firm in Boston—became
reacquainted through her church with a former national student
president of the National Society of Black Engineers. “The first
words out of his mouth were ‘Dr. Richard Price’ and ‘How is he?’”
Clark said. Clark’s friend recalled Price’s thoughtfulness, intelligence
and aptitude for developing student leaders. “It was everything I
had experienced as a student on the campus,” Clark said. “I enjoyed
my experience at Lamar a great deal, but I’m not sure it would have
been the sort of experience I reflect so fondly on today had it not
been for the encounters I had with Dr. Price.”
Price did more than work with black engineering students at Lamar. He drew many of them
to the university. For most of his Lamar tenure, he
served as director of minority recruiting and retention for the College of Engineering. The need for
the position was apparent in the early 1970s. In his
early years at Lamar, Price did not teach a single
black student. After recruiting and finding scholarships for minority engineering majors, Price
walked into an 8 a.m. differential equations class
one day and saw several black students. “The first
thing I did was turn around. I must be in the
wrong class,” Price said. “But no, those were students I had recruited. They had made their way up
to differential equations.” He continued to see
many of his recruits in classes, but not all of them.
“Some would say, ‘No Doc, I’m going to go somewhere else,’
because my standards tended to be kind of high, kind of tough.”
Despite demanding expectations, students found him a warm
and welcoming presence on campus. “We all remember having him
greet us with “Oh, chile,’” said Beaumont neurosurgeon Dr.
Tamerla Chavis ’83. “He was just a wonderful person. He was very
approachable. He would tutor you any time of the day you came to
his office whether or not you were taking his class. He was a wonderful asset to the university.”
Minority recruiting turned out to be a good assignment for
Price. By starting with a few students and helping them succeed, he
created a network he could use to attract other promising students
and built a track record he could tout to capture more scholarship
money. The job started with a request from Cherry, but the appeal
of opening doors to help the next generation succeed goes back further, to words Price heard from a high school teacher. “She told me
one time, ‘Richard, you’ve got to make it in life. Why? Because if
you make it, I think we can get a whole lot of other youngsters that
will make it.’ That is something that has stuck with me over the
years,” Price said. As he opened doors for his students during 36
years at Lamar, he is beginning to see them find their own ways to
assist young students coming of age today.
Although Price retired from Lamar in August 2006, he could

not stay away from the classroom long. He spent about four
months as a retiree. Each day, he would get his teenage son off to
classes at Ozen High School. Then, he would take a long ride on
one of his bicycles and come home to read. That lasted until
January when an Ozen teacher asked Price to help students prepare
for the mathematics portion of an academic decathlon. On campus
for the one-day commitment, Price was asked by Ozen’s principal,
James Broussard, to consider teaching a few classes. He agreed to
teach four, two Advanced Placement calculus classes and two
Advanced Placement pre-calculus.
“In the classroom, it doesn’t matter if these are graduate students or undergraduate or high school,” Price said. “I don’t mind
going down and finding out where you are and starting at that level
if you’re going to let me raise you up because I’ve got my standards. I haven’t had to compromise my standards.
It’s an environment where they’re expected to go to
the board and do some things. You see the light
that comes into their eyes when they can say ‘Oh, I
see what you’re doing Doc.’”
His work with young students doesn’t stop at
Ozen. Saturdays this spring, Price coached
Southeast Texas students for a math and science
competition sponsored by the Texas Alliance for
Minorities in Engineering. Price and Annie Carter,
chair of Golden Triangle-Texas Alliance for
Minorities in Engineering, have taken students to
state and national competitions for years, and other
attendees always notice Price, Carter said. “It’s an
amazing event when he’s there,” she said. “Folks
immediately know who he is. He’s pretty humble
about it.” She called Price an icon throughout
Southeast Texas and in engineering circles around the country. She
honored that iconic status by establishing an endowed scholarship
in Price’s name to mark his 70th birthday. Through January, gifts
from friends and former students had boosted the fund to more
than $45,000.
Price dismissed the question of what it meant to him. “The
main thing is that it creates an opportunity for another youngster to
go to school. It’s nothing personal about it. I can take it or leave it.
But if it’s an avenue that gets another youngster to say I can get a
scholarship and go to school,” Price said, smiling, his meaning clear.
For Price, the emphasis has always been on making available
opportunities to learn. It’s something he stressed in his family and
his classroom, whether the “Yes, chile” he addressed was related by
blood or affinity. In addition to his son, Price has three adult daughters, two grandsons and a great-granddaughter. His family of former students is larger. He always told his Lamar students “in four
or five years I want to see you gone,” but his connection with them
did not end then. Like a proud father, he watched his students
attain advanced degrees and increased professional responsibilities.
He traveled to attend graduation exercises and weddings and to
welcome children of former students into the world. “They stay in
touch with me. They still will call and say, ‘Doc just checking on
you,’” Price said. “It’s been fulfilling.”
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primary tools are microscope and slide.

working through what generally is a four-year residency in pathology.

“The physicians take care of the patients extremely well, but we

Few patients know her as their doctor,

During their pathology residency, Shannon works with the new doc-

have to document everything we do in certain ways to show the evi-

but Shannon and the staff she supervis-

tors to teach them how to make diagnoses and how to write patholo-

dence that we’re doing what we need to be doing,” Shannon said.

es are involved in some aspect of the

gy reports that convey all the important information other doctors

Educating physicians about required changes to comply with new

care of nearly every one of the thou-

will need to properly treat their patients. The new doctors are not the

rules was a primary focus of her time as chief of staff. “Sometimes it

sands of patients who comes through

only ones learning in the process.

means the physicians have to change the way they’ve practiced for

St. Luke’s each year.
“Every patient, or almost every

current technology so we can share the most current information with

demanding long-term responsibilities for the hospital’s laboratory. In

residents,” Shannon said. “It provides an additional stimulus to stay

2007, St. Luke’s had more than 33,000 admissions, more than 29,000

come into the hospital. The laboratory

up-to-date on my own reading.”

emergency room visits, more than 207,000 outpatient visits and performed 3.4 million lab tests.

her chosen field. The intellectual stimulation of the profession was

services for almost every patient and

what first attracted Shannon to

Lamar University prepared her for

for almost every physician.”

medicine, and particularly to the

the challenging career that fol-

specialty of pathology. At Lamar

lowed. “The specialty of medical

Shannon and her team have more

University, Shannon earned a bache-

technology was very important in

interaction with other physicians than

lor’s degree in medical technology, a

providing me a good baseline for

they do with patients. Unlike some

program offered through the biolo-

learning medicine and pathology,”

other medical specialties, pathology is

gy department. After graduation,

she said. “The education in medical

very much a laboratory-based disci-

she worked as a medical technolo-

technology was an excellent founda-

pline. Shannon’s work in the St. Luke’s

gist at Baptist Hospital, primarily in

tion for my continued education.”

laboratory has earned the respect of the

the blood bank. That exposure to a

An education at Lamar

medical staff of more than 600 physi-

pathology lab and to the pathologist

University has been an important

cians and given her a part in improving

who worked there deepened her

part of the life of just about every

the care of countless patients.

interest and provided the push that

member of Shannon’s family. Her

propelled her to medical school.

father, Melvin Cole ’65, received

“The work itself is very challeng-

Shannon believes the education she received in her hometown at

“While I was in medical school,

the first doctoral degree ever

eases that I diagnose by looking at tis-

I did consider other specialties, but I

awarded by Lamar, a doctor of

sues under a microscope. It’s a very

decided that pathology was the best

engineering in 1973. Her mother,

rewarding job to be able to make the

fit for me,” Shannon said. “I have

Betty (Burns) Cole ’77, ’81, gradu-

diagnosis so that the patient can get

been very happy with that decision.”

ated as an education major in the

the right treatment.”
Shannon has served as chief of

GUS SALINAS

Not that Shannon needs much prompting to continue exploring

noses,” Shannon said. “We provide

ing,” she said. “There are many dis-

Although pathology provides

1970s and returned later to earn a
master’s degree in history. Her sis-

pathology and medical director of the

patients, it requires communication

ter, Anita (Cole) Harman ’75, ’83,

hospital’s pathology laboratory since

with medical colleagues from a wide

2000. She joined St. Luke’s in 1989

spectrum of specialties. The staff at

after completing medical school and a

St. Luke’s Hospital includes well-

residency at the University of Texas

known physicians in numerous areas, including cardiovascular,

’77 is a surgeon practicing in Lufkin. Shannon’s husband, Ted

Health Science Center in Houston and

pulmonary and gastrointestinal specialties. Shannon has built solid

Shannon ’79, also graduated from Lamar University with a bachelor

a fellowship in surgical pathology at

GUS SALINAS

little one-on-one interaction with

earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in elementary education,
and her brother, Dr. Mel Cole Jr.

relationships with the hospital’s other doctors, as evidenced by her

of business administration degree. They met prior to enrolling as LU

f practicing medicine is like solving puzzles, then Dr.

I

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. Since joining the St. Luke’s

election as chief of staff beginning in January 2006. She recently

students.

Rhonda L. (Cole) Shannon ’78 is a master at deciphering

staff, Shannon also has served as clinical associate professor

completed her two-year term in the challenging volunteer position.

how each piece fits together. As chief of pathology at St.

for the University of Texas Health Science Center in

Luke’s Episcopal Hospital in Houston, Shannon uses skill

Houston. She later added duties as an adjunct associate

and experience to turn medical puzzles into solutions. It is

professor for Baylor College of Medicine in Houston.

more than an intellectual exercise. The answers she discovers
change and save lives.
Rather than stethoscope and thermometer, Shannon’s
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In addition to those volunteer duties, Shannon maintained her

some type of laboratory test when they

In most cases, pathologists like

by Beth Gallaspy

many years. It’s hard to change practices.”

patient, at the hospital is going to have

is an integral part of making diag-

Solving the mystery

“They certainly ask many questions, and being able to teach helps
pathologists stay up-to-date on the current pathology literature and
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The opportunity to share her knowledge has been a

“The physicians here have an excellent reputation, so it’s been an
honor to serve as the chief of staff,” she said.
During her tenure, Shannon was responsible for ensuring that the

From her foundation at Lamar University, Shannon has built a
strong and respected career as the lead physician in the indispensable
laboratory of a bustling Houston hospital. Although she dedicates
many hours to training the next generation of pathologists, her own

hospital maintained high quality medical care. She also oversaw the

work is nowhere near its end. She still has more patients waiting for

good experience, Shannon said. In her associate professor

implementation of new rules related to documentation for Medicare

answers she can find by studying their tissues under a microscope,

role, she works with medical school graduates who are

and for the government agencies that regulate hospital accreditation.

more puzzles to be solved.

MAY 2008 36:1 CARDINAL CADENCE

| 61

wife, who was working as a registered nurse and

surgeon for the United States Public Health Service in

director of the emergency room and outpatient

Washington, D.C, before performing his residency in dermatol-

department and who was also his supervisor at

ogy at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis.

the hospital. She recalls that she fell in love with

He earned board certification from the American Board of

his Texas mannerisms and dimples.

Dermatology in 1973 and served as a clinical instructor of

“We were accustomed to working with new
doctors from all over the country, and this was

1973 to 1981 where he continues to serve as a clinical assistant

back in the sixties,” Patti said when asked to

professor in dermatology. He began his private practice in

explain. “The groups from Texas were so gen-

dermatology in 1972.

tlemanly, and they just ma’am-ed you to death.

2000 when he allowed two colleagues to assume responsibility

absorbed as doctors from other parts of the

for the management of his practice. There are currently eight

country.”

dermatologists practicing at the clinic, which is the largest in
abbreviated work week allows him the opportunity to travel and

the city’s earliest residents. His father graduat-

pursue other interests.
eral years as the dermatologist for the Houston Rockets basket-

spent his career working for Texaco. Born in

ball team. Hurwitz supports the mission of Lamar University by

Port Arthur, Hurwitz graduated from Thomas

having established the Edward and Patricia Hurwitz Scholarship

Jefferson High School and shared classes with

in 2004 for pre-medical and nursing students. Contributions to

an as-yet undiscovered Janis Joplin. He recalls

Lamar also include gifts of his time and talent as a trustee of the

participating in the Math Slide Rule Club

Lamar University Foundation, and the couple enjoys attending

with the future rock star, a precursor to the

Lamar events such as the annual La Dolce Vita. Hurwitz has

computer club.

served as the vice president of Congregation Beth Israel in

“I recall aspiring to become a physician as
early as the seventh grade since I enjoyed science,

MICHAEL STRAVATO

T

enjoys a scaled-back work schedule as one

ship in the Tasman Sea, faced a SARS

of the state’s leading dermatologists.

Aside from travel, Hurwitz enjoys sports and served for sev-

and moved the family to Port Arthur, where he

math and interacting with people,” Hurwitz

They rode out a hurricane on a cruise

Houston. While still officially with the clinic, a self-prescribed

in 1890 from Pennsylvania, becoming some of
ed from Rice University as a chemical engineer

by Larry Acker

The Port Arthur native maintained a private practice until

They were a little more laid back and not as self-

The Hurwitz family migrated to Houston

No continent unexplored

dermatology at the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston from

Houston and has been active with the Houston Symphony and
Houston Museum of Fine Arts.
The Houston couple has three children, all living in Texas.

explained. “Dermatology has allowed me to pur-

Their seven-year-old granddaughter, Sarah, has brought addition-

sue two particular areas of interest, internal medi-

al enjoyment to their lives, whether having lunch at McDonald’s

cine and surgery. It also allows me to participate

or playing on the beach in Galveston.

in non-medical activities including volunteer work
and contributing to my community.”
Hurwitz believes the individual attention he

When asked about their favorite travel destination, the couple replies that all the trips they’ve taken over the years have been
memorable. Ports-of-call have included China, Russia, South

received at Lamar University could not have been found at most

Africa, South America, Australia, New Zealand and Israel. They

Hurwitz continued his medical education

other universities. The caliber of faculty and curriculum at

agree that their last trip in November, to India, is their favorite,

Upon graduation from Lamar,
at the University of Texas Medical Branch

Lamar were great influences and positive factors for his career

but they also confess that it is mainly because the trip still so fresh

unrest in parts of Africa, not to mention

over the years, both on land and sea, and

in Galveston, graduating with a medical

success. He credits Edwin S. Hayes, who served as dean of the

in their minds. They have a cruise planned for the summer along

the frustration of delayed flights and lost

have visited six continents,” the biology

degree in 1966. From there, he per-

School of Arts and Sciences at the time, for mentoring not only

the coast of Norway to view the spectacular fjords of that region.

luggage, but nothing has deterred

major shared. “We have traveled exten-

formed his internship in internal medicine

him, but also most of the pre-dental and pre-medical students.

When asked about other future travel plans, Hurwitz hesitates a

Edward ’62 and Patti Hurwitz from pur-

sively both pre- and post-9/11 and recog-

and surgery at Georgetown University

The current Hayes Biology Building was named in honor of

moment and then says he’d like to travel to Antarctica, the only

suing one of their greatest loves—travel.

nize the need to be cautious because of

Hospital in Washington, D.C. It was

Hayes for his contributions to Lamar University and its students.

continent they haven’t visited.

The couple lives in Houston, where Ed

instability in the world.”

during this time that he met his future

outbreak in China, endured political
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“Patti and I have enjoyed traveling

Upon completing his internship, Hurwitz served as a
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by Beth Gallaspy

Through her travels from Afghanistan to Germany, diplomat
Karen Johnson has learned to take a long-term view.

E

ven before her Lamar graduation, Karen Johnson
’70 knew she wanted to see the world. In 20 years
as a U.S. State Department foreign service officer,
Johnson has circled the globe repeatedly while keeping
reminders of home nearby.
“I am happy that my journey through life has exposed
me to many cultures. At the same time, I am very, very
proud to represent my roots in Southeast Texas around the
world,” said the Port Arthur native, who keeps a Texas flag
on her desk and serves Texas barbeque at official representational events in her postings around the world.
In her current assignment as U.S. Consul General in
Hamburg, reporting to the U.S. ambassador to Germany,
Johnson serves as the chief U.S. government representative
to five north German states. She meets regularly with
German government officials to explain U.S. foreign policy
positions, listen to German concerns and relay those to
Washington. “I’m also responsible for representing
American values, providing a positive image of what
America stands for, our way of life and our approach to
international relations,” Johnson said. That is not always
easy when the two countries do not always agree on issues
64 | CARDINAL
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of international concern. “But that is the very reason we
have diplomatic relations, to share our sense of what is the
right way forward and to listen to others,” she said. “For
example, the United States would like Germany and other
NATO countries to play a larger role in Afghanistan. I
spend a great deal of time explaining the importance of
establishing a secure environment in Afghanistan so that
meaningful reconstruction work can proceed.”
Johnson is perfectly situated to provide insight on that
issue. Immediately prior to her appointment as Consul
General, she spent a year as the Provincial Reconstruction
Team Director for the U.S. Embassy in Kabul,
Afghanistan. In that role, she managed the efforts of 22
foreign service officers working in outposts in each
province alongside Afghanis and officials from other U.S.
government agencies to bring stability and build institutions and infrastructure in a country devastated by 30 years
of war. While larger cities like Kabul and Herat previously
enjoyed a degree of development, vast areas of this desolate
county are frozen in time. “When traveling to the more
remote provinces, it was often difficult to imagine what
century I suddenly found myself in. There was absolutely

STEVE BARRETT

At home
around the globe

nothing modern except the Humvee that took
me there,” Johnson said. Although dangerous,
Johnson views American work in Afghanistan as
worthwhile. Along with the initial, ongoing
mission to root out Al-Qaeda, Johnson said, the
U.S. presence in Afghanistan has a secondary
goal of facilitating human rights, particularly for
Afghani women. Overall, she sees the work as
successful though it is far from complete.
“Progress is not measured in leaps and bounds
in this country,” Johnson said. “Full development will take many decades.”
Johnson in eastern Afghanistan, May 2007
Taking a long-term view, whether of the
child,” so Johnson took only two days of maternity leave.
Afghanistan situation or of life in general, comes naturally for a
“Diplomacy is what I always wanted to do. I just had to be
diplomat like Johnson. Her introduction to the idea of a globepatient,” she said. To receive her commission in 1988, Johnson
trotting career came in the summer between her junior and senjoined a field of 10,000 people who took a once–yearly written
ior years at Lamar. In studying for her B.A. in sociology with a
test, became one of 2,000 invited for interviews and was one of
minor in government, Johnson took German to satisfy her for200 hired that year.
eign language requirement. She put her language skills to use that
Her first posting was to Seoul, South Korea, during the
summer by working in northern Germany and traveling around
1988 Olympics. As a consular officer, she made more than 300
Europe on her own. “That summer was my epiphany that there
split-second decisions daily about who would obtain visitors visas
was a big world out
“Anybody who knows
to enter the United States. “I had about a minute and a half for
there to see and
me in Hamburg, Germany, experience,” she said. each person who stood in front of me to determine ‘Is this person trying to immigrate illegally or are they coming back to
knows quite well that I’m a After graduation, a
Korea?’” Two years later, in 1990, she and her family moved to
Rotary Foundation
proud Texan.”
Munich, Germany, where she served as the management officer
Fellowship from
—KAREN JOHNSON
for the U.S. Consulate. She coordinated the official visits of highSoutheast Texas
ranking government officials, including then-President George
Rotary Clubs
H.W. Bush. Later, she transferred to Geneva, Switzerland, to
allowed her to study
work in multilateral affairs at the U.S. Mission to the United
in Austria for a year
Nations. “Negotiating with diplomats from many countries on
at the University of
issues of universal concern, particularly human rights issues, was
Vienna. In 1972, she
professionally very rewarding,” she said. After 20 years and
was hired by the
numerous assignments, including a year at the National War
Department of
College in Washington, D.C., where she earned a master’s degree
Defense to manage
in national security strategy, Johnson is unable to narrow the list
recreational proU.S. Consul General in Hamburg
of most interesting or most fulfilling posts to one or two. “I have
grams for American
to say all of them because each one has been very different,” she
soldiers stationed in Stuttgart, Germany. She met and married
said. “They all built on each other.”
her husband, Michael Mitchell, in Germany, and their two sons,
The work representing U.S. interests as a State Department
Peter, 33, and Matthew, 31, were born there. She also earned a
foreign service officer also builds on what Johnson learned as a
master’s of education degree in counseling and human services
Lamar student. “I thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated my four
from Boston University while in Germany. Returning to the U.S.
years at Lamar. I was active in student government and my sororin 1978, she taught in El Paso for a few years and worked as a
ity (Kappa Delta). The leadership experiences and skills I gained
marketing and communication director for Hospital Corp. of
at Lamar have proven useful throughout my adult life,” Johnson
America. Then, after the birth of her daughter, Kate, in 1985, she
said. Her background in Southeast Texas has also given her a
decided it was time to pursue her State Department goal.
ready rapport with those she meets on the job now. “The
“This is the career I always wanted. It just took time,”
Germans love Texas,” Johnson said. When she arrived in
Johnson said. In the early 1970s, the State Department hired
Hamburg to serve as the U.S. Consul General last September,
few women, and those who made the cut faced numerous
newspaper headlines consistently proclaimed, “Texas Woman
restrictions, including a mandate to resign if they married. Even
Named Consul General,” she said. “Anybody who knows me in
at the Defense Department, Johnson’s supervisor requested her
Hamburg, Germany, knows quite well that I’m a proud Texan.”
resignation when she married in 1973. The same supervisor was
not happy a year later when “I had the audacity to have a
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class notes

W

e hope you enjoy reading about former classmates. If you have news
to share – a position announcement, milestone, achievement,

wedding, baby – or know the whereabouts of a lost alumnus, we want
to hear from you.
Send us your news:
Write to Cadence, P.O. Box 10011, Beaumont, TX 77710,
e-mail cynthia.hicks@lamar.edu or call (409) 880-8421.

30s
Robert L. Collins ’35, B.B.A. accounting, is
retired from Sun Oil Co. and lives in
Houston with his wife, Betty.
Bodie Bodemuller ’36, earned his master’s
degree in 1939 and lives in Oak Ridge,
Tenn., with his wife, Frances.

40s
Jim Arnold ’47, A.A., earned his bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering from the
University of New Mexico. He retired from
Sandia National Lab and lives in Carlsbad,
N.M., with his wife, Frances.
Thurman Reynolds ’48, certif. business, retired
from Neches Butane and lives in Port
Neches.
Robert O. Scott ’48, A.A., earned a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry from University of
North Texas in 1951. He retired from LTV
as a materials and process engineer. He lives
in Bedford with his wife, Mary.
Mark Singletary ’48, certif., lives in Hamilton
with his wife, Shirley.
John W. Smith ’48, certif., retired from a
career as an aeronautical engineer. He lives in
Zephyr Hills, Fla., with his wife, Louise.
Bill Willingham ’48, A.A. general studies, lives
three miles from the launch field of the
annual balloon fiesta in Albuquerque, N.M.,
with his wife, Junile. They have two daughters and seven grandchildren.

schools. He has three children and five
grandchildren and lives in Kelso, Wash.
Ben Gallien ’53, B.S. electrical engineering,
earned a master’s degree in electrical engineering from Southern Methodist University
in 1970. He was among the first graduating
class of Lamar in May of 1953. He retired
from a 27-year career at E-Systems (now
Raytheon) in Garland, where he lives.
Harley Courtney ’55, B.B.A. accounting,
received his Ph.D. from the University of
Illinois in 1966. He is retired from
University of Texas-Arlington and traveling
full-time in a motor home with his wife,
Ann (Speer) of Port Neches.
Charlotte (LeBlanc) Dudley ’55, B.S. medical
technology, is retired and lives in Bastrop
with her husband, Wilbur.
Barney Oldfield ’56, B.B.A. management,
retired from pharmaceutical management
and lives in Rockwall with his wife,
Cathryne.
Aubrey Barlow ’58, B.S. chemistry, retired
from Temple-Inland as vice president of sales
and marketing. He lives in Sam Rayburn
with his wife, Nelva.
Avery Dionne ’58, B.B.A. accounting, charter
member of Delta Sigma Pi Honor Society
and its first Outstanding Member of the
Year, retired from Universal Studios in
Hollywood. He lives in Burbank.
Dr. Donald Maraist ’58, B.S. biology, is a
board certified ob/gyn and retired Navy captain. He lives in Lake Jackson with Doris, his
wife of 51 years.

William R. Halloran ’49, received his master’s
degree from Sam Houston State University
and lives in San Antonio with his wife, Mary.

C. B. Shahan ’58, B.B.A. management,
retired from Prudential Financial. He lives in
Port Neches.

Dr. Donald Smith ’49, pre-dental, earned his
medical degree from Baylor Dental College
and lives in Dallas with his wife, Frances.

Charles Castellow Sr. ’59, B.B.A. marketing,
has retired from owning and operating a
Chevrolet dealership for 28 years. He and his
wife, Annitta, live in Sandia.

Jerry Stockholm ’49, A.A.S. engineering,
retired from Mobil Oil Corp. in 1989 and
lives in Beaumont with his wife, Doris.

Patty (Cash) Taylor ’59, B.B.A. secretarial science, is retired and lives in Fort Worth.

50s

60s

Tom Ellender ’51, B.S. social science, earned
his master’s degree in education from the
University of Missouri in 1960. He retired
from Fresno, Calif., after serving as a high
school principal and superintendent of

Nancy (Hawthorne) Benson ’60, B.A. English,
retired after 47 years of service to the public
schools of Texas. She was a teacher for 18
years, an assistant principal for 11 years and
a principal for 18 years. She and her hus-
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band, Bruce, live on Padre Island.
Alfred Hebert ’61, B.S. kinesiology, retired
from a 41-year teaching career and began a
competitive career in triathlons. His wife,
Carolyn, is an avid supporter and personal
photographer at his events. He is a nationally ranked triathlete having competed in the
National Senior Games in Louisville, Ky.
Grady Jones ’61, B.F.A. graphic design, is
retired and lives in Midland.
Peggy (North) Keiser ’61, B.S. health and
kinesiology, is a paraprofessional at Smokey
Road Middle School in Newnan, Ga.
Gerald Mardis ’61, certif. diesel engines, is the
owner of Mardis Auto and Hardware in Bay
City, where he lives with his wife, Bobbie.
Peter Pampolina ’61, B.A. mathematics, is
retired from IBM and lives in Lindale with
his wife, Linda Kay.
Joe Sumners ’61, B.B.A. accounting, earned
his M.B.A. from the University of Nevada in
Las Vegas in 1991. He is retired and living
in Hinkley, Calif. with his wife, Marion.
Clyde Wilson ’61, B.B.A. accounting, ’68,
M.B.A. business administration, is an
accounting manager with Modern EPC Inc.
in Beaumont. He lives in Vidor with his
wife, Linda.
W. C. Hall Jr. ’62, B.A. English, was appointed interim pastor of the First United
Methodist Church in Corrigan and Bible
Memorial Church in Moscow. He lives in
Beaumont.
Ladean (Holland) Wilson ’62, B.B.A. secretarial science, is retired and lives in Henderson
with her husband, George.
Kay (Jobe) Box ’63, B.S. elementary education, is retired from 33 years of teaching. She
and her husband, Charles, have two sons and
four grandchildren.
Jesse Whitaker ’63, B.S. chemistry, is retired
and lives in Jacksonville.
James Beard ’64, B.A. mathematics, is
retired and lives in Spring.
Leon Collins ’64, B.B.A. general business,
retired from ExxonMobil as a marketing representative. He lives in Jasper with his wife,
Bobbie.
David Gebhart ’64, B.S. physics, lives in
Spring with his wife, Faustine.
Ronnie McClure ’64, B.A. economics, is a
C.P.A., mediator, family counselor, and financial planner. He earned his doctorate degree
in accounting and taxation and a master’s
degree in family counseling. He is a family
wealth consultant for SeekingNorth in
Lewisville, where he lives.
Scott Millican ’64, B.S. industrial engineering, retired after a 40-year career with
NASA. He will be chairman of a newly
formed board to guide the strategy of HE
Space Operations Group. He plans to devote
more time to his church and charitable inter-

ests in both the United States and the
Netherlands.
The city of Plano has recognized city manager, Thomas Muhlenbeck ’64, B.A. political science, for his 20 years of service by naming
the new recreation center in his honor. He
lives in Plano with his wife, Myrtle.
Marianne (Meier) Pearce ’64, B.S. elementary
education, retired from teaching after a 37year career and lives in Houston.
James D. Phillips ’64, B.B.A. accounting,
retired from Chevron and lives in League
City with his wife, Mary. They have three
sons, three granddaughters, one grandson
and one great-granddaughter.
Donald Redding ’64, B.A. political science,
owns Redding, Rhodes & Associates in
Houston, where he lives with his wife,
Judith.
Sarah (Lovett) Turner ’64, B.S. elementary
education, ’85, M.Ed. guidance and counseling, ’95, M.Ed. educational development, is
principal at Greenwood public schools in
Greenwood, Ark. She has been in public
education for 35 years. She and her husband,
Harold, have four children and six grandchildren.
Sumner Daniel ’65, B.S. electrical engineering, is senior staff engineer at Lockheed
Martin in Huntsville, Ala. He lives in
Madison, Ala., with his wife, Betty.
Madeline (Hill) Mowery ’65, B.S. health and
kinesiology, is a contract specialist for a heavy
brigade combat team at the Army Tank and
Automotive Command in Warren, Mich. She
lives in Southfield, Mich., with her husband,
Ralph, who is retired.
Ignacio Bravo ’66, B.S. commercial art, is
retired and lives in Houston.
Donald Connor ’66, B.B.A. marketing, lives in
Waller with his wife, Mary.
Steve Evans ’66, B.A. sociology, ’76, M.P.A.
public administration, works for the State of
Colorado as a program specialist. He earned
his Ph.D. from Texas A&M in 1986.
Tommy W. Knight ’66, B.B.A. marketing, lives
in Canton, Miss., with his wife, Jennifer.
Frederick Renkema ’66, B.S. health and physical education, ’85, M.Ed. school administration, is District 2S-1 governor for the Lions
Club. He is retired from a career in the military and 28 years of teaching. He is involved
in the program to eradicate river blindness.
He lives in Nederland with his wife, Rita.
Judy (Youngblood) Sims ’66, B.B.A. office
administration, is interested in contacting the
Cardinal twirlers from 1964-1966.
Manuel DeLeon ’67, A.A.S. industrial electronics technology, works at Temple Inland.
He lives in Orange.
James Eskridge ’67, B.S. sociology, received
the Boy Scouts of America 50-year Veteran
Recognition for active membership and

service to youth through scouting. He is an
executive with the Boy Scouts of America
and lives in Irving with his wife, Kathryn.
Frank Phillips ’67, B.B.A. marketing, is
retired and lives in Missouri City.
Max Sapp ’67, B.A. history, lives in
McKinney with his wife, Kathy.
Sharon (Oliver) Tortorich, ’67, B.B.A. marketing, retired from Texaco Inc. in 1999 and is
a Realtor for Westside Realty in Fulshear,
where she lives with her husband, Chuck.
Glenda (Sample) Wendt ’67, B.S. elementary
education, lives in El Campo with her husband, David.
Jaton (Holder) West ’67, B.A. sociology, lives
in Vienna, Va., with her husband, Harvey.
She earned a master’s degree from University
of Texas.
Julia (Jones) Morrison ’68, B.A. Spanish,
is retired and lives in Avinger with her
husband, Donald.
Dr. Paul W. Nelson ’68, B.B.A. general business, received his advanced degrees at Amber
College and Baylor College of Dentistry. He
is an assistant professor at Baylor and lives in
Mabank with his wife, Ruth (Bass) ’77, B.S.
secondary education.
Gene Spell ’68, B.B.A. marketing, is president of Roughneck Rig Sales Inc. and lives
in Sand Springs, Okla., with his wife, Kay.
Dorraine (Mallory) Babcock ’69, B.S. elementary education, teaches in the Accelerated
Certification Program and Associated Arts in
Teaching Program at Lamar State CollegeOrange after a 35-year teaching career. She is
a mentor coordinator for more than 200
new teachers. She lives in Orange with her
husband, John ’68, A.A.S. industrial electronics.
Dianne (Miguez) Conner ’69, B.S. elementary
education, is a retired teacher from Ferris
school district. She lives in Corsicana with
her husband, Otis.
Roger Cumba ’69, B.S. health education,
teaches at Fort Bend Baptist Academy in
Sugar Land. He worked almost 30 years in
safety and training and has returned to teaching and coaching. He and his wife, Ann, live
in Missouri City.
The Sisters of St. Francis presented the St.
Clare Award to Alonzo Davis ’69, B.S. chemical engineering, at their Eighth Annual
Sylvania Franciscan Gala in Sylvania, Ohio.
Ron Ermel ’69, B.B.A. general business,
retired as superintendent of accounting at
Valero Energy Corp. and Chevron USA after
38 years of service. He lives in Nederland
with his wife Elna (Smith) ’83, B.S. education, ’87, M.Ed. elementary education.
Joe Garner ’69, B.A. economics, earned his
master’s degree from University of North
Texas in 1976. He has two children and is
expecting his first grandchild in June.

Jeannine (Heath) Jones ’69, B.A. sociology, is
a contract specialist for the state of Texas.
She earned her master’s degree in social
work from the University of Houston in
1972.
Velta (Chauvin) Kershaw ’69, B.S. elementary
education, retired from Hamshire-Fannett
school district in 1988 and lives in
Nederland.
Robert Monroe ’69, B.S. government, is operations manager at Southwestern Distributing
in Memphis, Tenn. He lives in Olive Branch,
Miss., with his wife, Linda.

70s
Margaret Bolinger ’70, B.S. elementary education, ’71, M.Ed. school administration,
lives in Highlands with her husband,
Michael.
Michael Creagh ’70, certif. business data
processing, is vice president for contract
administration for The Reynolds and
Reynolds Company in Houston, where
he lives.
John DuBose ’70, B.B.A. management, was
named recipient of the Frances K. Monk
Regional Leadership Award during the
annual meeting of the South East Texas
Regional Planning Commission. He serves
as Orange County Precinct 3 county commissioner and has served three terms as
Bridge City councilman as well as two terms
as Bridge City mayor.
Kent Edwards ’70, B.B.A. marketing, is director of human resources for Fort Bend
County. He has served as vice president of
human resources in two different public
companies and founded a consulting firm
specializing in providing human resources
consulting services to small and mid-sized
companies. He and his wife, Julia, live in
Houston.
Doug Galloway ’70, B.S. secondary education, is retired and lives in Lufkin with his
wife, Margorie.
George H. Gould ’70, A.A.S. industrial electronics technology, is director of maintenance
at P Factor Aviation. He lives in LaMarque.
Peggy Marceaux ’70, B.S. health and physical
education, earned her master’s degree in
1987 from the University of Houston. She is
retiring as English department chair for
Comal school district after a 32-year teaching career and lives in Seguin.
Janis (Taylor) McCorkle ’70, B.S. graphic
design, was named 2007 Middle School
Teacher of the Year for the Texas Art
Education Association and 2007 Woman of
Achievement in the Arts by the Family
Women’s Council in Humble. She teaches at
Riverwood Middle School in Humble
school district.
Tom Mitchell ’70, B.S. history, earned a master’s degree in criminal justice in 1973. He
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retired as a special agent for the customs
office and lives in Morganton, Ga., with his
wife, Janice.
Anthony Page ’70, B.B.A. marketing, has
been elected to the board of directors of the
Texas Bankers Association. He is president
and director of Citizens State Bank in
Corrigan, where he lives with his wife,
Barbara.
Nancy Hively ’71, B.S. elementary education,
retired from the Beaumont school district
and lives in League City.
Susan (Hausman) Nimmo ’71, B.S. elementary
education, retired from the Port Arthur
school district and lives in Bridge City with
her husband, David.
Michael Shelton ’71, B.A. political science, is
president of Shelton Law Firm and lives in
Houston with his wife, Ina.
Jimmie Stanton ’71, B.S. government, is a
retired attorney and lives in Greenwood, Ind.
Janice (Clark) Babin ’72, B.S. elementary education, teaches in Bridge City where she lives.
Casandra (Giles) Bishop ’72, B.A. mathematics, earned a master’s degree in education in
1977 and teaches in the Little CypressMauriceville school district. She and her husband, Dennis, have been married for 32
years and have one son.
Susan (Franke) Cooper ’72, B.S. elementary
education, teaches at Bingman Elementary in

the Beaumont school district. She lives in
Nederland with her husband, Bob.
Madonna (Wilson) Cupit ’72, B.S. home economics, lives in Port Neches.
Tom Gimble ’72, B.B.A. accounting, is principal deputy for the inspector general at the
Department of Defense in Arlington, Va. He
earned his master’s degree in business
administration from the University of Texas
in San Antonio and lives in Woodbridge,
Va., with his wife, Betty.
Joel Graves ’72, B.B.A. marketing, works as
an underwriting manager for Citimortgage.

Russell Pressley ’72, B.B.A. business, is
retired from law enforcement and retired as a
captain in the armed forces. He lives in Traer,
Iowa, in the summer season.
Michael Renahan ’72, B.A. political science,
earned his doctorate in government from
Seton Hall University. He is an assistant professor at the College of Saint Elizabeth. He
lives in Florham Park, N.J., and is a retired
U.S. Army lieutenant colonel.
Steven Salley ’72, B.S. health and physical
education, teaches at Livingston Junior High
in Livingston, where he lives.

Christine (Smith) Hood ’72, B.S. elementary
education, teaches in the Port Arthur school
district. She has been married for 33 years to
her husband, Preston, and has two sons and
one daughter. They live in Nederland.

Donald Schnell ’72, B.B.A. management, is
an instructor in process technology at Lamar
Institute of Technology after working 40
years in the chemical industry. He lives in
Groves with his wife, Linda. They have
two daughters and four grandchildren.

M. Lester Hutson ’72, B.A. history, earned a
master’s degree in religion from Liberty
University and is senior pastor at BeRean
Baptist Church in Houston, where he lives.

Roosevelt “R.C.” Thomas Jr. ’72, B.B.A. marketing, is a marketing consultant with
Sevenex Communications living in Pasadena.

Susan (Teel) Ingram ’72, B.S. elementary education, teaches at Dishman Elementary
School. She lives in Beaumont with her husband, Terry.

Susan (Halter) Wilcox ’72, B.S. elementary
education, earned her graduate degree in
1999 in mid-management and works as a
consultant for the Texas State Teachers
Association in the Houston/Galveston area.

Kathryn (Peveto) Langston ’72, B.B.A. office
administration, earned an M.Ed. from
Ozarka College in Melbourne, Ark., in 1979.
She is now division chair of business technology and teaches accounting classes.

John Duhon, ’73, A.A.S. industrial engineering, retired from Western Electric and lives in
Lumberton with his wife, Bonnie.
Kenneth Herron ’73, M.E. secondary educa-

tion, owns Speedy Repairs in Liberty, where
he lives with his wife, Ruby.
Jane (Bonnin) Ketcham ’73, B.S. elementary
education, lives in Pearland and is enjoying
retirement and traveling.
Larry Miller ’73, A.A.S. associate of applied
science, lives in Magnolia with his wife,
Barbara. They have three children: a 26-yearold son and identical twin sons who are 24.
Evelyn (Hardy) Reaves ’73, B.S. elementary
education, teaches special education in the
Beauregard Parish school district in
Longville, La.
Vivian (Hebert) Slocum ’73, B.S. elementary
education, earned her master’s degree in early
childhood and a reading specialist degree in
1979 from the University of Houston-Clear
Lake. She taught kindergarten for 25 years
and has been married to her husband, Bill,
for 63 years. She has three children, five
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and
one great-great-grandchild.
John Todora ’73, B.S. health and physical
education, is general manager of the Florida
division of Nolan Power Group. He lives in
Boynton Beach with his wife, Joy.
Denise (Loventhal) Whitman ’73, B.S. medical
technology, lives in Wimberley with her husband, Rocky.
Anna Babin ’74, B.B.A. accounting, serves as
president of United Way of Greater
Houston, the fourth-largest United Way in
the United States. She lives in Houston.
Richard Bernard ’74, B.S. biology, works as
transportation manager at APAC-Texas and
lives in Port Arthur.
Deborah (Kea) Prihoda ’74, B.S. health and
physical education, is a teacher, conductor
and co-director of choral music at
Monsignor Kelly High School.

DIANE DANIELS

MONICA DEESE

JOAN LISMAN

GAIL RUNYON

Four join Educator Hall of Fame
Four Lamar University alumni were inducted into the Educator Hall of Fame Nov. 8. These inductees
have led distinguished careers in education, showing a commitment to the field that deserves recognition.
Honorees are Diane (Ramby) Daniels ’78, ’89, Kountze; Monica (Haynes) Deese ’87, Nederland; Joan
(Leavell) Lisman ’66, Houston; and Gail Runyon ’70, ’76, Beaumont.
Daniels has served the Kountze school district for 27 years and is the current superintendent. Prior
to this appointment, she was a classroom teacher. She earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education
and a master’s degrees in school administration from Lamar University.
With 20 years in public education, Deese has served in both regular and special education capacities.
She currently teaches American History and Reading Lab at Port Neches Middle School, where she has
been working since 1991. She earned a bachelor’s degree in special education from Lamar in 1987.
Lisman has been teaching music at Sue Creech Elementary in Katy since 2000. From 1971-1976,
Lisman owned the Yamaha Music School in Beaumont. She received a bachelor’s degree in music
education from Lamar University in 1966.
Runyon has been teaching in the Beaumont school district since 1989. She is an eighth-grade
teacher at Marshall Middle School. In 1976, she received her master’s degree in counseling and
development from Lamar. Runyon also received a bachelor’s degree in English from Lamar.
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Kathy (Dean) Hayes ’74, B.B.A. office administration, is a paraprofessional in the Port
Neches school district. She lives in Port
Neches with her husband, John ’73, A.A.S.
mid-management, ’77, B.B.A. marketing.
Their son, Caleb, graduated in December
from Lamar with a B.B.A. in human
resources management.
Lee Morrison ’74, certif. vocational nursing,
’80, B.B.A. accounting, is retired and lives in
Beaumont.
Donald Sherwood ’74, B.A. sociology,
received a master’s degree in public education and lives in Snow Lake Shores, Miss.,
with his wife, Margaret.
Tommy L. Smith ’74, B.B.A. general business,
is an international human resources advisor
for Chevron in Houston. He lives in
Kingwood with his wife, Susy.
Martha “Rae” (Gorman) Tarrant ’74, M.Ed.
counseling and development, is retired after
14 years as a high school counselor in
Pflugerville. She lives in Waxahachie with her
husband, Ronald.

Gregory D. Walker ’74, B.B.A. marketing, is a
manager with AT&T and lives in McKinney
with his wife, Ruth Ann.

Susanne Feske ’76, M.S. speech pathology, is
a speech pathologist in Columbia County
schools in Martinez, Ga.

Ranjith Weerakoon ’74, B.S. chemical engineering, is a retired process engineer from
National Sugar Refining Co. in Philadelphia,
Pa. He lives in Austin with his wife, Sriya.
They have a son, Prasanna, who will be
graduating from the University of Texas at
Arlington with a B.S. in aerospace engineering.

Theresa (Gilmer) Graham ’76, B.B.A. accounting, is community relations coordinator for
Devereaux Texas Treatment Network in
League City, where she lives. The Devereaux
Texas Treatment Network is part of a nationwide network of facilities specializing in the
treatment of children, adolescents and adults
experiencing emotional, behavorial, developmental, psychiatric and/or substance abuse
problems.

Patrick Wolford ’74, A.A.S. business data processing, is self-employed and lives in
Houston.
Theodius Yancy ’74, A.A.S. drafting technology, is a senior designer for Jacobs
Engineering in Houston.
Ann (Henley) Deweese ’75, B.S. elementary
education, teaches reading in the Belton
school district, where she lives with her husband, Ken.
Woody Bishop ’75, A.A.S. business data processing, is a senior programmer for
Beauticontrol Cosmetics in Carrollton. He
and his wife, Sheila, live in Terrell.
Janelle (Mendenhall) Henicke ’75, B.S. elementary education, works for Caboodle and
lives in Seminole with her husband, Aaron.
Betsy (Castille) Lynch ’75, B.S. elementary
education, married Andrew Charles Lynch
on Aug. 12, 2007, and is in her 22nd year of
teaching at Oak Forest Elementary in Vidor,
where she lives.
Shirley Marshall ’75, B.S. elementary education, is retired from teaching. She is a docent
for the Stark Museum of Art and is missions
outreach coordinator for St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. She is a member of the Louisiana
Quarter Horse Breeders Association and
lives in Orange with her husband, Donald,
who is an adjunct professor for Lamar State
College-Orange.
Dr. Frank Mason ’75, B. S. biology, received
his advanced degree in 2007 in health services administration. He is a laboratory information systems manager at Carl T. Hayden
VAMC.
Jan Milligan ’75, B.B.A. marketing, works as
a sales counselor for Highland Homes. She
and her husband, James Duncan, live in
Dallas.
Roslyn (Guerin) Simmons ’75, B.A.A.S.
applied arts and sciences, teaches special education in the Beaumont school district.
Thomas Smith ’75, B.B.A. accounting, is
retired and lives in Duncanville.
Dr. Richard Weaver ’75, B.S. biology, practices dentistry in Beaumont, where he lives
with his wife, Sherry.
Rebecca (Arnold) Cowan ’76, B.S. elementary
education, teaches in the Goose Creek school
district. She has taught for 23 years and lives
in Baytown with her husband, Milton. She
has four children and two grandchildren.

Rocky Martino ’76, B.S. art education, is a
building inspector for League City and also
retired major from the military. He lives in
Dickinson with his wife, Eddie.
Larry Mattingly ’76, B.B.A. business, is president of Mid-Continent Energy in Sanford,
Fla., where he lives with his wife, Kim.
Jeff McCarson ’76, B.S. health and physical
education, works for Crockett Street Corp.
He lives in Beaumont with his wife, Allison,
and has four children.
Kirk Menard ’76, B.S. environmental science,
works for Motiva Enterprises and lives in
Harahan, La., with his wife, Penny. He
earned a law degree in 1987.
Don Morgan ’76, B.S. environmental science,
has retired from the state of Arkansas as
pollution control inspector and lives in
Fayetteville, Ark.
Ann (Scott) Ruckstuhl ’76, certif. office
administration, lives in Robstown with her
husband, Pat.
Patricia (McMurty) Stupka ’76, B.S. home
economics, teaches in the Lamar consolidated school district. She lives in Rosenberg
with her husband, Kenneth.
Valerie (Delahoussaye) Wiltz ’76, A.A.S. associate of applied science, is an executive assistant at Valero Energy Corp. in Port Arthur,
where she lives.
Brad Winkle ’76, B.B.A. accounting, is an
international IT project manager with CGG
Vertitas in Houston. He lives in Spring with
his wife, Janice.
Moussa Yeroushalmi ’76, B.S. chemical engineering, is principal process engineer at
Technip in Beverly Hills, Calif. where he
lives.

trict and lives in Bulverde with her husband,
David.

lives in Harrisonburg, La., with his wife,
Phyllis.

Mitzki (Tunze) Key ’77, B.S. elementary education, earned a master’s degree from St.
Thomas University. She is a learning facilitator in the Eanes school district near Austin
and is married to Buster Key.

Jerry LaTour ’78, B.B.A. marketing, works at
Hallmark Office Supplies in Houston, where
he lives with his wife, Vicki.

Kelley (Hoggatt) Perry ’77, B.S. physical education/health, teaches and coaches in the
Brazosport school district. She has been
teaching for 30 years.
Judi (Lenoir) Rowell ’77, B.S. sociology, is a
supervisor for the Orange County
Community Supervision and Corrections
Department. She lives in Orange with her
husband, Mike.
Karen (Derouen) Scalco ’77, B.S. communication, is a service representative with AT&T.
She lives in Groves with her husband,
Stephen.
Debbie (Benefield) Stevens ’77, B.A. English,
has returned to the classroom to continue a
20-year teaching career after eight years as a
coordinator for testing and scholarships at
Little Cypress Junior High. She lives in
Orange with her husband, Nathaniel.
Gregory D. Taylor ’77, B.A. English, works as
branch manager for Kelly Pipe Co., in
Houston. He lives in Bacliff with his wife,
Gayden.
Melanie Whitney ’77, B.A. English, retired
from federal law enforcement in 2007 and
moved to Austin.
Dianna (Springer) Clayton, ’78, M.Ed.
guidance and counseling, works for the
Beaumont school district in educational
development and lives in Beaumont with her
husband, Daniel ’65, B.S. political science,
who is an attorney.
Deborah (Crile) Cropper ’78, B.S. elementary
education, teaches in the Vidor school district. Her career spans 22 years. She lives in
Vidor with her husband, Steve. They have
two children.
Ramona (Toner) Darnley ’78, B.S. chemical
engineering, retired from engineering at
Texaco and earned her bachelor’s degree in
nursing from University of Texas in
Houston. She now volunteers as a nurse at a
free clinic and lives in Spring with her husband, John.

David McGown ’78, B.B.A. general business,
is an inside sales representative for traffic
products with Northwest Pipe Co. in
Houston, where he lives with his wife, Susan
(Young) ’79, B.B.A. general business.
Ella Shankle ’78, M.Ed. supervision, is retired
and is starting a faith-based non-profit
organization connecting people in need with
people who can help.
Rodney Taylor ’78, B.B.A. accounting, is an
insurance agent for Centex Health and Life
in Austin.
Sandy VanDeusen ’78, certif. nursing, has
worked for American Airlines as a flight
attendant for 25 years. She lives in
Savannah, Texas.
Susan (Griffith) Clark ’79, B.B.A. marketing,
works for Farmers Insurance in Pasadena,
where she lives.
Mark Collins ’79, B.S. health education, is
an athletic trainer in the Barbers Hill school
district. He lives in Mont Belvieu with his
wife, Melynda (Foreman) ’75, B.S. health
education.
Beverly Hall ’79, B.S. communication, is a
marketing and learning design specialist for
Clear Message Communications in Dallas,
where she lives.
Cheryl (Boyd) Linscomb ’79, B.S. elementary
education, ’84, M.Ed. elementary education,
teaches first grade in Orangefield school district. She lives in Orange.
Susan Mayfield ’79, B.S. computer science, is
managing director for Mayfield Consulting
in San Antonio where she lives.
Janice (Kestler) McDonald ’79, B.S. elementary education, is an instruction specialist in
the Spring school district. She earned a master’s degree in education in 1999 from Sam
Houston State University. She lives in The
Woodlands.
Robert Scarborough ’79, B.S. computer and
information science, is a systems engineer for
Raytheon in McKinney. He lives in
Carrollton with his wife, Dora.

Donald Brown ’77, B.B.A. finance, is retired
from ExxonMobil and lives in Nacogdoches.

David Dickerson ’78, A.A.S. welding, is a
superintendent with Daniels Building &
Construction.

Renee’ Shaver ’79, B.B.A. office administration, is a network consultant with IBM in
Houston.

Jack Hawthorne ’77, A.A.S. drafting technology, lives in Flint. He has two sons in the
Marines. One son, Travis, has served two
Iraq tours. The second son is in Iraq.

Aref Etemadi ’78, B.S. civil engineering, is
deputy director of utilities for the town of
Leesburg, Va. He lives in Sterling, Va.

80s

Cynthia Hemmenway ’77, certif. nursing, is
retired and lives in Groves. Her daughter,
Sara, is a junior communication major at
Lamar University.

Virginia (Guillory) Goldsmith ’78, B.S. nursing,
is a clinical educator. She earned a master’s
degree in special education in 2004. She lives
in Laredo with her husband, Claude ’80, B.S.
biology.

Jay Buescher ’80, B.B.A. marketing, is vice
president of commercial and consumer lending at Community Bank of Texas. He lives in
Port Neches with his wife, Katherine (Ortega)
’88, B.S. family and consumer sciences, who
works for Port Neches-Groves school district.

Reva (Bullock) Holstead ’77, B.S. education,
retired from Port Neches-Groves school dis-

David Jordan ’78, B.S. music, is band director
at Block High School in Jonesville, La. He
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CLASS OF 1958
The Class of 1958 celebrated its 50th
anniversary during a Homecoming reunion
beginning Feb. 22. Reminiscing began
during an opening reception Friday and
continued during a luncheon Saturday.
Attendees also enjoyed a pre-game
reception before the homecoming game.
Classmates shared career twists and
turns, bragged on their families and offered up some
of their best and worst memories of Lamar.

Tortorice honored for business practices

Barbara (Lejune) Craigen ’79, B.S. art, ’80,
B.F.A. graphic design, owns Craigen Art
Studio in Kerrville, where she lives.

Vidor school district. She lives in Nederland
with her husband, Ron ’69, B.B.A. general
business.

Joseph Mason ’85, A.A.S. applied science, is
a machinist with Valero in Port Arthur. He
lives in Nederland with his wife, Carla.

Robert DeRosa ’80, B.S. civil engineering, is
senior project manager with STV Inc. in
New York City and is a licensed professional
engineer in Texas and New York. He lives in
Roslyn Heights, N.Y., with his wife,
Camille.

Jeffery Greene ’83, A.A.S. drafting technology, earned a bachelor’s degree in business
management from the University of
Phoenix. He is a manager at AT&T and lives
in San Antonio.

David Wu ’85, M.E. mechanical engineering,
is president and chief executive officer of
DAK Lighting Inc. He and his wife,
Tianrong, live in New Jersey.

Larry Haynes ’80, B.S. health and physical
education, is athletic director and head football coach of Hardin High School. He lives
in Houston with his wife, Peggy.
Melanie (Aldrich) Holland ’80, A.A.S. drafting,
is a construction inspector for the City of
Beaumont. She lives in Nome.
Sharon (Antoine) Jones ’80, certif. nursing,
works for Total Longterm Care in Aurora,
Colo., where she lives.
Sandy (Bunkley) Mason ’80, B.S. nursing, is
retired and lives in Belton.
Carla Steele ’80, certif. vocational nursing,
lives in Orange and has two grandchildren.
Rene (Guidry) Crum ’81, A.A.S. legal secretary,
works at Strong, Pipkin, Bissell & Ledyard
as a paralegal. She lives in Nederland with
her husband, David.
Susan (Sorenson) Gerhards ’81, B.S. special
education, lives in Richmond with her husband, Ronald.
Wright Wilson ’81, B.B.A. accounting, is chief
executive officer at Dakota Nation Gaming
Enterprises in Watertown, S.D. He received a
master’s degree in business administration
from Mount Marty College in Yankton, S.D.
He lives in Watertown, with his wife, Wendi,
and a daughter and son.
Mohammed Azam ’82, B.S. civil engineering,
is a civil engineer at MTA New York City
Transit. He lives in Jericho, N.Y., with his
wife, Shabana.
Kenneth Decourt ’82, B.S. criminal justice, is
a major account manager at Verizon Wireless
in Memphis, Tenn. He and his wife, Deena,
live in Jackson, Tenn.
Debbie (Blanda) Gregg ’82, B.S. art, teaches in
Bridge City, where she lives with her husband, Gregg. They have been married 25
years and have 21-year-old twin daughters.
Matthew Karabi ’82, B.S. mechanical engineering, ’85 M.E. engineering, is a project
engineer for APTECH Engineering Services
in Houston, where he lives.
Tracy Young ’82, B.S. psychology, works at
Merck & Co. Inc. as an executive in acute
care. She lives in Cypress and received an
advanced degree in 2006 in global marketing.
James Bares ’83, A.A.S. drafting, works as
an assistant division manager at Inspectorate
in Beaumont. He lives in Groves.
Elna (Smith) Ermel ’83, B.S. elementary
education, ’87, M.Ed. elementary education,
retired from teaching after 24 years with the

70 | CARDINAL

CADENCE 36:1 MAY 2008

Karen Nichols ’83, B.S. communication, is
assistant vice president of business deposit
consulting at Wells Fargo Bank in
Beaumont, where she lives.
Justin Smith ’83, B.F.A. graphic design, is
creative services supervisor at the Houston
Chronicle in Houston.
G. A. Wimberly Jr. ’83, B.B.A. accounting, is
senior vice president of commercial lending
center at Community Bank of Texas. He
lives in Beaumont with his wife, Tonya.
Scott Woolcock ’83, B.S. computer science, is
a senior application consultant for Shell
Global Solutions. He lives in La Porte.
Donnie Brown, Sr. ’84, A.S. law enforcement,
lives in Galveston.
Vicki (Lee) Calvert ’84, B.S. elementary education, is coordinator of beginning teachers
for Stanly Co. schools and lives in
Albemarle, N.C., with her husband, Joel.
Jan (Gwynne) Cone ’84, A.A.S. radiologic
technology, works at Westlake Medical in
Austin, where she lives with her husband,
Kendrick.
Rudy Martinez ’84, B.S. mechanical engineering, teaches at Texas A&M-Galveston in the
engineering department.
Gary Miller ’84, B.S. electrical engineering, is
group manager of qualified scheduling entity
services and electric production for Bryan
Texas Utilities. He and his wife, Sandra, live
in College Station and have three children,
Courtney, Dean and Mikki.
Sharon (Stokes) Oberst ’84, B.S. dance,
earned her master’s degree in dance from the
University of Oregon. She lives in
Monmouth, Ore., where her husband, John,
is mayor.
George Smith ’84, M.Ed. secondary education, teaches in the Goose Creek school district. He earned a master’s degree in geology
in 1996 from the University of Houston and
lives in Baytown.
Lovelace Williams ’84, A.A.S. welding, is a
welder with Valero in Port Arthur.
Janice (Ealy) Babineaux ’85, B.S. political science, is a museum director for the Boy
Scouts of America. She lives in Mesquite.
David Diaz ’85, B.B.A. marketing, is a presentence investigating officer for Jefferson
County supervision and corrections. He lives
in Nederland.
Kelly Kinto ’85, B.A. political science, is an
attorney in private practice in Houston.

Karen Cramar ’86, B.S. secondary education,
teaches special education in the Maud school
district. She lives in Nash.
Gil Kibler ’86, B.S. industrial engineering,
works at Comcast Cable Corp. as manager
of project management in the southern division based in Atlanta, Ga.
Danny Miller Jr. ’86, B.S. computer science,
is a partner at Grant Thornton in
Philadelphia, where he lives with his wife,
Jayne.
Monica (Haynes) Deese ’87, B.S. special education, was inducted into the Educator Hall
of Fame. She has served 20 years in public
education and teaches at Port Neches
Middle School in the Port Neches-Groves
school district.
Mike Dugger ’87, B.S. speech, is district
claims manager for Texas Farm Bureau
Insurance Co. in Richmond, where he lives.
Kelly (Lange) Kirk ’87, A.A.S. business data
processing, owns Tri-City Fastener and
Supply in Nederland. She lives in Beaumont.
Beverly (Ellis) Romero ’87, A.A.S. welding,
works as an assistant manager of Walmart.
She lives in Riverton, Wyo., with her husband, LeRoy.
Janine (Friskel) White ’87, B.S. elementary
education, teaches at Bluebonnet Elementary
in the Lockhart school district.
Dlynn Booth ’88, B.B.A. general business, is
an assistant store director for Brookshire
Brothers in Bellville, where he lives.
Mehrnaz Gill ’88, B.S. sociology, earned her
master’s degree in gerontology at Baylor
University. She is an activist for the elderly
and devotes her time serving on the board of
the Huffington Center on Aging, American
Heart Association, Open Door Mission, UH
Moores School of Music Society and the
Women’s Club of Houston. She and her husband, Ned, have two children, Grant and
Sarah.
Tamara (Abel) Greer ’88, B.B.A. accounting,
lives in Sugar Land with her husband,
James.
Winona (Dismuke) Williams ’88, A.A.S. midmanagement, is an administrative coordinator with Baylor College of Medicine. She
lives in Pearland.
Steve Bean ’89, B.S. political science, is pastor of First Liberty Baptist Church. He is
married to Christie (Miller) ’89, B.M. music
education, B.M. piano.
Stephen Lee ’89, B.B.A. finance, is executive
vice president and director of Orange

Joe Tortorice ’71, Lamar University Distinguished Alumnus and founder of
Jason’s Deli, made a lasting impression as the featured speaker of Lamar
University’s Beta Gamma Sigma spring banquet last year. His appearance netted
him the honor of being selected this year’s recipient of the Beta Gamma Sigma
Medallion for Entrepreneurship, a national award.
The Lamar chapter of the national business honor society nominated
Tortorice because of his upstanding business practices and involvement with the
university. Tortorice serves on the board of advisors to the College of Business.
“I am delighted that Joe has been chosen as a recipient of the Medallion for
Entrepreneurship,” said Henry Venta, dean of the College of Business. “In the
last five years, only 12 individuals nationwide have received this prestigious
award. This is a tremendous recognition for Joe, his business and, as Joe would
surely say, all of the people that have helped him along the way. We are proud to
call Joe one of our own at Lamar University.”
Tortorice founded Jason’s Deli in November 1976 when he opened the
original location in Beaumont’s Gateway Shopping Center. His wife, Shelley, and other family members
ran the deli during the day while Tortorice maintained a full-time job. In addition to administrative duties,
he worked lunches, nights and weekends to get the business on its feet. Through hard work and passion for
his restaurant, Tortorice turned a single, family-run deli into the thriving 180-restaurant business it is today.
Jason’s Deli has locations in 23 states from Virginia to California. Tortorice is the president and CEO of
Deli Management Inc., which owns 100 locations and is headquartered in Beaumont. The remaining 80
locations are franchise-owned.
Tortorice earned an M.B.A. from Lamar in 1971, after completing his bachelor of business administration in marketing with Texas A&M University in 1970.
The Beta Gamma Sigma Medallion for Entrepreneurship honors outstanding individuals who combine
innovative business achievement with service to humanity; it provides recognition to individuals and
businesses that contribute significantly to the vitality and strength of the economy.

Savings Bank in Orange. He is married and
has two sons.
Bob Leiper ’89, M.Ed. special education,
teaches career technology at Marshall Middle
School. He and his wife, Mary, have been
married for 26 years. Each of them has been
teaching for 27 years, and they have many
grandchildren.
Brian Magnes ’89, A.A.S. refrigeration and
air conditioning technology, is a unit maintenance supervisor for the Ellen Halbert Unit
with the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice in Burnet. He lives in Marble Falls.
Deeann (Dillon) Phipps ’89, A.A.S. radiologic
technology, lives in Sugar Land.
Bryan Skinner ’89, B.S. criminal justice,
earned his master’s degree in 1997 from Sam
Houston State University. He has been a
Beaumont police officer for 17 years, holds
the rank of lieutenant and serves as a unit
commander in criminal investigations. He
teaches criminal justice as an adjunct instructor for Lamar University and is married to
Christy (Burrow) ’92, B.A. English, who
teaches at Lumberton High School. They
live in Lumberton and have twin daughters.

90s
Paul Cannatella ’90, B.S. chemical engineering, is the complex manager at Valero in Port
Arthur. He lives in Beaumont.
Frances (Beverly) Donatto ’90, A.A.S. child
care technology, lives in China with her husband, Cary.
Andy Mann ’90, B.S. political science, ’95,
M.B.A. business administration, is on the

computer science staff at United Space
Alliance in Houston. He lives in League
City.

James Bourgeois ’93, B.B.A. accounting, is
vice president operations with PreBuy
Electric in Bridgeport, where he lives.

Wendell Meaux ’90, B.B.A. finance, has
joined Community Bank of Texas as senior
vice president of commercial lending in Port
Arthur.

Seth Farris ’03, B.B.A. marketing, is a supervisor at Wilson Warehouse. He and his wife,
Amanda (Parker) ’03, B.B.A. management,
live in Groves.

Richard Reliford ’90, A.A.S. diesel mechanics,
is a locomotive engineer with Burlington
Northern Sante Fe railroad and lives in
Houston with his wife, Katrina.

Stacey (White) Janczak ’93, B.B.A. marketing, lives in Krum with her husband,
Ronnie.

Tamara (Jones-Griffith) Kelso ’91, B.S. criminal justice, ’96, M.Ed. counseling and development, is a homemaker who lives in
Parrish, Fla., with her husband, Kent.
Henry Stewart ’91, B.S.W. social work, was
selected as artist of the month in December
by the Sterling Municipal Library in
Baytown.
Debbie (Davis) Torngren ’91, B.S. sociology, is
commercial manager for Martin Baker
Aircraft Co. in the United Kingdom.
Kelly (Suttle) Coleman ’92, B.S. psychology,
lives in Houston with her husband, Todd.
Laurie (Foy) Martin ’92, B.B.A. marketing,
works in sales for United Unlimited Sales in
Port Neches, where she lives.
Damon Melonson ’92, B.S. marketing, is president of Lectims Industries in Liberty, where
he lives.
Wayne Santos ’92, B.S. fashion retailing and
merchandising, was elected president of the
Rotary Club of Palau. He is vice president
and branch manager for the Bank of Guam
and lives on the island of Palau.

Glenn W. McWherter ’93, B.B.A. general
business, was appointed president and chief
real estate analyst of Standard Real Estate.
He lives in Vidor with his wife, Melinda.
Robbie Smith ’93, B.S. criminal justice, works
as a game warden for Texas Parks and
Wildlife. He lives in Beaumont with his
wife, Tish.
Jon Williams ’93, B.B.A. general business, is
a financial analyst at Motiva in Port Arthur.
He serves as president of the Southeast Texas
Tennis Association and serves on the executive committee of the USTA Texas Tennis
Association. His wife, Jill (Benoit) ’81, B.S.
nursing, is a certified nurse in operating
rooms and works at the Medical Center of
Southeast Texas. They have two children.
Paula (Weatherford) Boyd ’94, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, teaches in the Port Arthur
school district, where she lives with her
husband, Clifton.
Theresa Darby ’94, A.A.S. business computer
information systems, works at Sears
Holdings as a customer service representative
in home delivery in Round Rock where she
lives. She has two children and two grandchildren.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE
The Department of Computer Science has excelled over the years, despite the ever-evolving nature of the
industry. It has offered thousands of students a state-of-the-art education and practical experience in the field.
Alumni celebrated these accomplishments at the first-ever Computer Science
Alumni Reunion Feb. 23 during a breakfast, campus tour, reception and dinner.
In the late 1970s, a group of seven
students in the Association for Computing
Machinery met with then-Lamar
President John Gray. The meeting led to
the hiring of Bill Nylin as an associate professor of computer science in the mathematics department. Lots of
hard work and two years later, Nylin became the director of the newly created computer science program. He
went on to serve as an administrator, executive vice president for finance and operations, vice chancellor for
finance for the Lamar University System and deputy chancellor. After 20 years of service, Nylin left Lamar to join
Conn’s Appliances Inc., where he is executive vice-chairman of the board.

Mona (Wallace) Dawson ’94, A.A.S. nursing,
is a registered nurse supervisor for Heights
Home Health in Harker Heights. She lives
in Nolanville.
Thomas Glenn ’94, B.S. political science, has
joined Environmental Defense as the clean
energy policy specialist for the Greater
Houston area.
Dickie (Russell) Henderson ’94, B.A.A.S.
applied arts and sciences, teaches first grade
in Beaumont schools and lives in Lumberton
with her husband, Dave.
Sabrina (Moss) Brandt ’94, B.S. kinesiology,
teaches in Sealy where she lives with her husband, Aaron.
Melendy Nebbs ’94, B.S. fashion retailing and
merchandising, is senior territory business
manager for Bristol Myers Squibb and lives
in Vidor.
Ramana Suryadevara ’94, M.E. electrical
engineering, is lead architect for Fifth Third
Bank in Cincinnati, Ohio. He and his wife,
Kavitha, live in Mason, Ohio.
Clint Talbert ’94, B.S. mechanical engineering, is a senior project engineer with Valero.
He lives in Kountze.
Jason Black ’95, B.S. restaurant and institutional foods, is general manager of
Pappadeaux Restaurant. He and his wife,
Christy (Thompson) ’93, B.S. political science,
live in Lumberton with their children,
Kaitlyn and Brett.
Dr. Christopher Browning ’95, B.S. nursing,
practices as a podiatric physician in
Nederland. He earned his graduate degree in
podiatric medicine in 2001. He lives in
Beaumont with his wife, Lisa, and their two
sons, ages 7 and 17 months.
David May ’95, B. B. A. marketing, is vice
president of commercial lending at the
Orange branch of Community Bank. He
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lives in Bridge City with his wife, Kerri.
Joe Ochoa ’95, B.B.A. general business, ’00,
M.B.A. business administration, is an operations supervisor for The Wilson Group. He
lives in Port Arthur with his wife, Anne
(Segler) ’94, B.A. criminal justice.
Beth (Johnson) Russell ’95, A.A.S. dental
hygiene, has started a temporary service business for dental hygiene in Avondale, Ariz.
Joy Scott ’95, B.S. psychology, ’97, M.S. psychology, is human resources and operations
manager for Bear Transportation Services in
Dallas. She lives in Plano.
Mickey Self ’95, certificate diesel mechanics,
lives in Orange.
James Sims ’95, B.A. English, lives in
Beaverton, Ore. He earned a master’s degree
from Southern Oregon University in 2000
and works for Intel Corp.
Anna (Lopez) Spears ’95, B.S. communication
disorders, ’97, M.S. deaf studies/habilitation,
teaches deaf students in the Goose Creek
school district.
Charles Woods Jr. ’95, B.B.A. management,
was promoted by The Kroger Co. to manager of corporate supplier diversity at the company headquarters in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Jennifer (Tupper) Casey ’96, B.S. criminal justice, ’00, M.S. applied criminology, began her
own law practice in The Woodlands. She and
her husband, Ronald, have a son, Reynolds.
Shane Herring ’96, B.S. health and physical
education, is a sales representative with
Sepracor Pharmacy and lives in Lufkin with
his wife, Tricia.
Tina (Stewts) Jordan ’96, A.A.S. nursing,
is an R.N. case manager for Grace Hospice
of Texas.
L. David Lee ’96, M.E.M. engineering
management, works at Jacobs Engineering

as project controls manager in Houston,
where he lives.
Triny Rivera ’96, B.A.A.S. applied arts and
sciences, is manager in business development
at Knowledge Reservoir in Houston. He
lives in Katy with his wife, Karli.
Richa Shrivastava ’96, B.A.A.S. applied arts
and sciences, lives in Redmond, Wash., with
her husband, Sandeep, and their two sons,
Kartik and Arul.
Misty Beasley ’97, B.S. sociology, is director
of residence life for Marymount Manhattan
College. She lives in New York City.
Darla (Barrett) Lindsay ’97, M.M.E. music
education, teaches at Monsignor Kelly High
School. She has two children, Barrett and
Micah.
Ida Steele ’97, B.S. theatre, lives in San
Antonio and supports the Theatre Company
of San Antonio.
Leah (Campbell) Wilcox ’97, B.S. nursing,
lives in Beaumont. She married in 1999 and
has two children.
Jean (Greer) Baker ’98, B.S. nursing, was
named one of the “10 Outstanding Nurses
of Houston” by the Houston Chronicle in
May 2007. She was also named “The Brown
Foundation Outstanding Nurse for 2007” at
Methodist Hospital in October. She has been
with Methodist Hospital for nine years and
lives in Houston with her husband, Frank.
Tiffany (McCall) Basford ’98, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, teaches at Marianna High
School in Marianna, Fla. She lives in Grand
Ridge, Fla. with her husband, Martin, and
two sons, Bud and Sam.
Jeffrey Collum ’98, B.S. health and kinesiology, is principal of Martins Mill High School.
He and his wife, Cara, and son, Caleb, live
in Canton.

Jennifer (Peveto) Harris ’98, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, is owner/publisher of Kids
Directory which is the area’s only monthly
family resource guide that focuses on
resources and events for families. She lives in
Lumberton with her husband, Eric.
Bruce Hodge ’98, B.A. history, is an academic
advisor with Lamar University. He lives in
Beaumont with his wife, Celine.
Selwyn Lavergne ’98, B.S. criminal justice, is
a teleservice representative for the Social
Security Administration. He and his wife,
Christine (Johnson) ’96, B.B.A. accounting,
live in Sugar Land.
Lisa (Braud) Courvelle ’99, B.A. general studies, is varsity cheerleading coach and webmaster teacher in the Shepherd school district. She lives in Shepherd with her husband
and four children.
Melanie (Delino) Gack ’99, B.S. nursing,
works with transplant patients at St. Luke’s
Hospital in the Medical Center in Houston.
She and her husband, Eddie, were recently
married and live in Manuel.
Ben Thames ’99, B.S. industrial technology, is
a pilot with Expressjet Airlines. He lives in
Port Neches with his wife, Susanne (Vicknair)
’95, B.S. English, and their daughter, Vivien.
Kristie (Richardson) White ’99, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, teaches sixth grade special
education in the Beaumont school district.

00s
Lori Abel ’00, M.Ed. school administration,
teaches at West Brook High School in
Beaumont, where she lives with her daughter.
Staci (Wigley) Day ’00, B.S. criminal justice,
works at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Leonardtown, Md. She and her husband,
Larry, are expecting their second child and
own a computer software consulting business.

James Falcon ’00, B.B.A. finance, is a
financial advisor with Edward Jones
Investments in Huntsville, Ala. where he
lives with his wife, Michelle.
Georgine Guillory ’00, B.A.A.S. applied
arts and sciences, is commissioner for the
Port of Beaumont and was named volunteer of the year for the Rape and Suicide
Crisis Center.
Misty (Sampson) Roche ’00, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, was selected as Region 5
Elementary Teacher of the Year. She is a
kindergarten teacher at Pine Forest
Elementary in the Vidor school district,
where she lives.

Africa and across the United States. She
studied on a Fulbright research grant in
West Africa from 2006 to 2007 and at
Florida State University. She lives in
Houston.

Tara Dubuisson ’04, B.S. interdisciplinary
studies, is in her fourth year of teaching
and was nominated for teacher of the
year. She is pursuing a national teaching
certificate.

Charlotte Juneau ’02, B.B.A. finance,
works as an advertising consultant for
YPOne Publishing. She lives in Orange
with her husband, Mike Mulhollan, and
their one-year-old daughter, Fallon.

Seshagiri Hoskote ’04, M.E.S. mechanical
engineering science, is system administrator at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida
in Jacksonville, Fla., where he lives.

Dottie (McIntyre) LeBlanc ’96, B.S. communication, is a respiratory sales specialist
at Adams Respiratory Therapeutics. She
lives in Daphne, Ala., with her husband
of two years, Matthew.

Gary Calcote ’01, B.B.A. management
information systems, is a business analyst
for Skywire Software in Frisco. He lives in
Dallas.

Toni Rosenbaum ’02, B.G.S. general studies,
won a Best Buy Teacher’s Award. She
teaches in the Goose Creek school district
and lives in Baytown with her husband, Jay.

Anna (Sanchez) Castro ’01, B.S. kinesiology, teaches and coaches in San Antonio,
where she lives with her husband, Jessie.

Derik Torres ’02, B.B.A. accounting, is a
C.P.A. and tax accountant for Howard &
Co. in Dallas.

Troy Dugas ’01, B.S. nursing, works at
Altus and lives in Beaumont.

Classonia (Stelly) Williams ’02, M.Ed.
school administration, teaches math at
Memorial High School in Port Arthur.

Karen (Gage) Harris ’01, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, teaches elementary school.
She lives in Houston with her husband,
Ron ’97, B.S. criminal justice.
Summer (Benkert) Herrington ’01, B.S.
criminal justice, teaches for Region V
ESC at Jefferson County Youth Academy.
She lives in Silsbee with her husband,
Mark ’04, B.S. criminal justice.
Shawn (Dinet) Hudson ’01, B.S. biology, is
a medical technologist at Christus St.
Elizabeth Hospital. She and her husband,
Douglas, became first-time parents to
triplets in June 2006.
Alicia Lott ’01, B.A. English, is a health
and safety coordinator with Lott
Contractors in Hamshire, where she lives.
Trent Stelly ’01, B.S. mechanical engineering, is control systems engineer at Fluor
in Sugar Land. He lives in Rosharon with
his wife, Christina.
Dr. Roger Bartz ’02, B.S. biology, is a resident in pediatrics at University of Texas
Medical Branch.
Maggie Cevalles ’02, B.B.A. marketing, is
a bilingual teacher with the Houston
school district.
Stephanie Chesson ’02, B.S. criminal justice, is a development representative for
the American Cancer Society in Mobile,
Ala. She coordinates four Relay for Life
events in the Mobile area as well as oversees the Junior Executive Board of
Director’s annual Mudbugs in the Swamp
fundraiser and the Colleges Against
Cancer at the University of South
Alabama.
Shani Henderson ’02, B.S. music, theatre,
and dance, is a choreographer and dance
instructor who has performed in West

Kristin (Simonton) Bertles ’03, B.S. interdisciplinary studies, has started her fifth
year of teaching kindergarten in Bridge
City, where she lives. Her son graduates
from high school this year.
Elana (Elliott) Dunn ’03, B.A. English,
works as an adjunct instructor at Lamar
University. Her husband, Matthew ’03,
B.S. nursing, works at Beaumont
Radiology Consultants. They live in
Beaumont and have a son and daughter.
Katy (Potts) Hebert ’03, B.G.S. general
studies, lives in Key West, Fla., with her
husband, Neil, and new daughter, Ella
Grace.
William Kemper ’03, B.B.A. management
information systems, is an account executive for Hearst Publishing in Houston,
where he lives with his wife, Astrid.
Rajesh Malla ’03, M.S. environmental
engineer, is a design engineer at Olsson
Associates. He lives in Phoenix, Ariz.
Vuong Pham ’03, B.B.A. marketing, is a
marketing coordinator for Universal
American Corp.
Venkatesware Avasarala ’04, M.E. civil
engineering, works for TRC Engineers
Inc. in Hawthorne, N.Y. He resides in
Edison, N.J.
Karen Bryant ’04, B.S. psychology, is a
police officer for the city of Arlington,
where she lives.
Denise Christopher ’04, B.G.S. general
studies, lives in Kirbyville with her husband, Eric.
James Collier ’04, B.B.A. finance, is a
financial analyst with the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Beaumont.

Mehmet Kesmez ’04, M.S. chemistry, is a
research scientist with Akermin Inc. in St.
Louis, Mo.
Heather (Lackey) Murphy ’04, B.S. communication, ’07, M.Ed. counseling and
development, teaches in the Silsbee
school district. She and her husband,
Patrick, live in Lumberton.
Amit Phanse ’04, M.E. civil engineering,
is an engineer with Thornton Tomasetti
Inc. He lives in Jersey City, N.J.

ZETA TAU ALPHA
Delta Sigma chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha celebrated
45 years of Zeta sisterhood Feb. 22-24, in conjunction
with Homecoming 2008. Friends shared memories of
their time spent as Zetas and caught up on the
changes since graduation during a casual welcome
party Friday in the Dishman Art Museum followed on
Saturday by a breakfast at the John Gray Center and
a campus tour. Saturday evening, the group gathered
at the Montagne Center for a pre-game reception and
the homecoming basketball game. On Sunday Delta
Sigma chapter alumnae joined members of the collegiate chapter for brunch in the University Reception
Center and the formal celebration of the chapter’s
45th anniversary.

Mahesh Sriramshetty ’04, M.E. engineering management, works at Worley
Parsons as an engineer.
Bart Stockton ’04, B.A.A.S. applied arts
and sciences, was elected to a three-year
term on the board of directors for the
Beaumont Board of Realtors and received
designation as a graduate of the Texas
Realtors Institute. He lives in Beaumont.
Nic Tanner ’04, M.S. kinesiology, works in
Port Neches-Groves school district as an
athletic trainer.
Ling Wang ’04, M.S. computer science, is
an engineer with ENGlobal Automation
Group. She and her husband, Yufeng, live
in Missouri City and have one child.
Chad Whitehead ’04, B.S. communication,
owns Lone Star State Pawn Shop in
Lumberton. He completed the AT&T
Austin marathon in February in 4:52.
Max A Windham Jr. ’04, B.G.S. general
studies, is a learning consultant at Baker
Hughes. He lives in Katy.
Ravi Bommu ’05, M.S. computer science,
works for AT&T Mobility as a software
engineer.
Amber Clark ’05, B.S. family and consumer sciences, is working on a master’s
degree in social work at the University of
Houston and lives in Sour Lake.
Jeffery Demuth ’05, M.Ed.counseling and
development, is an intake crisis therapist
at Spindletop Mental Health Mental
Retardation center. He lives in Beaumont
with his wife, Anne.
Robert Granger, Jr. ’05, B.A.A.S. applied
arts and sciences, is a teacher and coach in
Buna school district, where he lives with
his wife, Shelby.
Jamietra Hennington ’05, B.S. social work,
works at Hospice of Texas in Beaumont.
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We w i l l m i s s . . .
Rosette Jones ’05, B.G.S. general studies, is
a senior administrative assistant at Zales in
Irving.
Praveen Konda ’05, M.S. computer science,
is a quality assurance analyst for AMD Inc.
He lives in Austin with his wife, Jyothi.
Ross LaBove ’05, B.S. exercise science and
fitness management, is general manager of
Pulse Fitness in Dallas, where he lives.
Santosh Malla ’05, M.S. computer science, is
a business analyst with Merichem in
Houston.
Baljinder Singh ’05, M.E. mechanical
engineering, is a design engineer with
Caterpillar in Griffin, Ga. He was married
Jan. 5, 2008.
Navjot Singh ’03, M.E. mechanical engineering, is a product launch quality engineer at
Bullmoosetube-Caparo Group in Troy,
Mich.
Amanda Steeves ’05, B.B.A. finance, is a
head teller at Capital One in Baton Rouge,
where she lives.
Shannon Tait ’05, B.S. political science, is
development coordinator at the Lamar
Institute of Technology Foundation.
Selena Treadway ’05, B.G.S. general studies,
is interning as a legislative aide with Sen.
Judith Zaffirini, who represents District 21.
She is pursuing her master’s degree in social
work.
Kirk Tribes ’05, B.B.A. accounting, is a senior accountant at Lamar University and is
working towards the CPA exam.
Walter Wills ’05, B.A.A.S, applied arts and
sciences, ’05, B.S. interdisciplinary studies,
teaches in the Nederland school district.
Roy Barefield ’06, M.S. nursing, was selected
as one of the Top Ten nurses in the
Houston Chronicle’s 2007 “Salute to
Nurses.” He lives in Baytown with his wife,
Cindy, and has two children.

Connie (Manuel) Gradney ’06, B.S.W. social
work, works as an investigator for the Texas
Department of Family and Protective
Services in Beaumont. She and her husband,
Herman, will have been married 35 years in
August 2008.
Charla (Williams) Holeman ’06, B.G.S. general studies, owns Whiskers and Wet Noses in
Beaumont, where she lives.
Stephanie Lindgren ’06, B.A. English, is a
business associate at Austin Diagnostic
Clinic in Austin, where she lives.
Heather (Montalbano) Owens ’06, B.B.A.
finance, and Grant ’06, B.B.A. marketing,
were married Nov. 10, 2007.
Rohan Poojary ’06, M.S. environmental
studies, is a technical yahoo at Yahoo! in
Santa Clara, Calif.
Katherine Shaw ’06, B.S. communication
disorders, lives in Beaumont with her
husband, James, and their son, Jerdon.
Dewanna “Kay” Wise ’06, B.S. health and
kinesiology, is human resources manager
and safety manager for GP Industrial
Constructors Inc. She is married and has
three children.
Mike Bombek ’07, B.G.S. general studies, is
an executive trainee for the Bay Area
Council Boy Scouts of America in
Galveston. He lives in League City.
Joshua Hailey ’07, B.S. electrical engineering, is an electrical/instrumentation engineer
at CBI.
Sivansanthosh Komirelly ’07, M.E. chemical
engineering, is a process simulation engineer
for Cape Software Inc. in The Woodlands.
Jeremy Little ’07, M.B.A. business administration, is an account manager for Scallon
Controls Inc. in Beaumont.
Bindiya Mansharamani ’07, M.S. computer
science, is a developer for Topaz
Technologies in Austin, where he lives.

Tina Bunnell ’06, B.B.A. accounting, is an
audit associate for KPMG and lives in
Honolulu, Hawaii, with her husband, Casey.

Delesia (Fields) Nolan ’07, B.A.A.S. applied
arts and sciences, lives in Beaumont with her
husband, Leo ’97, B.S. sociology.

Benjamin DuBose ’06, B.S. political science,
is a staff writer in Washington, D.C., for the
Los Angeles Times. He graduates from the
University of Missouri in May 2008.

Sarah Parker ’07, B.S. communication, is a
public affairs associate with The Julie
Rogers “Gift of Life” Program. She lives in
Lumberton.

Kathryn Eakens ’06, B.S. communication,
has joined the Round Rock Leader as a city
reporter.

Kartheek Thalakanti ’07, M.E. chemical engineering, is a process engineer for AMEC
Paragon in Houston, where he lives.

Craig Escamilla ’06, B.M. music, was named
executive director of the Symphony of
Southeast Texas. He lives in Beaumont with
his wife, Laura ’05, B.M. music, ’06,
M.M.E. music education.
Glynn Garcia ’06, M.M.E. music education,
retired from the Army with the rank of
major following a tour in Iraq. He lives in
Corpus Christi.

74 | CARDINAL

CADENCE 36:1 MAY 2008

Alumni
George Schaumburg Sr. ’31, B.S. civil engineering, died Feb. 20, 2008. Born on April
30, 1909, he began his professional career
with the Texas Company in Port Arthur,
later establishing his own engineering consulting firm, Schaumburg & Polk Inc. As an
Army reserve officer, he served as commanding officer for the civilian conservation
corps at Tyrrell Park. During World War II,
he supervised the preparation of the
Normandy Invasion engineering plans for
the XIX Army Corps. After landing on
Omaha Beach on D-Day plus Four, he
planned and organized the construction of
bridges and the conversion of country roads
into six 800 mile military highways extending from Omaha Beach, through Belgium
and Holland, to Elbe River in Germany.
For his service, he was awarded the Bronze
Star and the French Croix de Guerre with
Palm decorations. Schaumburg later served
as City Engineer and City Planning
Engineer for the city of Beaumont. In 1947
he resumed his consulting engineering practice. He was actively engaged in organizing
the student chapter of the American Society
of Civil Engineers at Lamar University. He
is survived by his son, George Jr.
Dr. Martin Nellius Jr. ’39, A.S. associate of
science, died Jan. 15, 2008. Born on June
6, 1919, he earned a dentistry degree from
Baylor and entered the Army Dental Corp.
He later opened a dental office in
Beaumont and was a member of several
professional and civic clubs. He was founding member of a charity dental clinic and
owner/member of several hunting clubs.
Survivors include his wife, Betty; son,
Martin and daughter, Nancy Stine ’71, B.S.
home economics.
Lela Davis ’41, died Nov. 24, 2007. Born
July 2, 1921, she was a longtime Beaumont
resident and 30-year journalist for the
Beaumont Enterprise. She supported the
Beaumont arts community and her church,
Trinity United Methodist. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Charlie, and son,
Charles, and survived by three children,
Mack, Ann Orchard and Michael. Memorial
contributions may be made to Lamar
University, College of Fine Arts and
Communication, P.O. Box 10011,
Beaumont, TX 77710.
Margaret (Wherry) Monk ’43, A.A. secretarial
science, died Dec. 23, 2007. Born Feb. 13,
1924, she was raised in Beaumont and
moved to Bellville after her husband’s retirement. Survivors include her sister, Lottie
(Wherry) McWhorter ’31; daughters, Becky
Larson and Liz Bautsch; and sons, Tommy
and Frank.

James Pierce ’43, died Feb. 19, 2008. Born
Feb. 22, 1925, he served in Europe with
Patton’s 3rd Army, participated in full battle
campaigns, including the Battle of the
Bulge, and was awarded a Bronze Star. He
served in the Air National Guard and was
called back to service during the Korean
conflict. He was preceded in death by his
wife of 54 years, Dorothy (Lusk) Pierce ’78,
A.A.S. real estate. Survivors include his
wife, Judy.
Dorothy (Pierce) Geers ’53, B.S. home economics, ’70, M.Ed. elementary education,
died Oct. 17, 2007. Born Sept. 6, 1930,
she was a member of the first graduating
class of Lamar State College. She taught in
South Park school district and later in
Beaumont school district. She loved to travel and made a round-the-world trip by air
to China, India and Russia at a time when
traveling to those countries was restricted.
She made cruises in the North Sea, the
Baltic Ocean and numerous Caribbean
locales. She was a square dancer and a
member of the Symphony League of
Southeast Texas. She loved gardening and
her animals. Survivors include her husband
of six years, Arthur.
William Terrell Adkisson Jr. ’56, B.S. mathematics, died August 24, 2007. Born Oct.
12, 1928, he completed his graduate work
at Sam Houston State University. He served
in the Army during the Korean conflict. He
taught mathematics for many years and
played the flute and piccolo in the Orange
and Beaumont community bands. He loved
sailing and circumnavigating the globe in
his boat “Altair.” He was a member of the
Port Arthur Yacht Club and was instrumental in developing the junior sailing program.
Jerry Hill ’57, B.B.A. marketing, died Sept.
23, 2007. He served as a pilot in the Air
Force from 1952 to 1956 in Europe, Africa
and Asia. He continued his education, earning a law degree, and served in the Air
Force reserves as a pilot and JAG officer
until his retirement in 1982. Survivors
include his wife of 55 years, Dallas, and
their children, Marc, Filomena Martin,
Christian, Thad and Gifford.
Adam Winters Jr. ’57, B.S. industrial engineering, died Feb. 8, 2008. Born May 22,
1911, he was a graduate of Texas A&M
University with a degree in electrical engineering. During World War II, he was a
captain in the Army Field Artillery, 8th
Observation Battalion. He was instrumental
in starting the Southeast Texas Genealogical
Society. He retired as chief design engineer
for Sun Oil Co. geophysical laboratory in
Beaumont. Survivors include his wife of 71
years, Deane; two daughters, Gay Trahan
’71, B.S. elementary education, ’84, M.Ed.
counseling and development, and Patricia

Krueger; and one son, Dr. Adam Winters
’61, B.S. biology.
Milton G. Nations ’58, B.A. sociology, died
Jan. 3, 2007. Born Oct. 15, 1928, he was a
coach, teacher and counselor. Survivors
include his wife, Nelwyn; sons, David and
Daniel; and daughter, Liz Stone.
Charles R. Smith ’58, B.S. music, died Dec.
13, 2007. Born Feb. 4, 1936, he earned his
master’s in music education in 1959 from
Northwestern University. He became head
band director at Vidor High School in
1960 and head of the Fine Arts Department
in 1977. During his tenure, the Vidor
Marching and Concert Bands achieved
“superior” and “excellent” ratings in numerous competitions and the marching band
was crowned the “Band of Bands.” The
band was chosen in 1979 to represent the
state of Texas at the Inauguration Ceremony
of the United Nations International Office
in Vienna, Austria. He also introduced the
lights out performance of the homecoming
halftime show. In July 2003, he was inducted into the Band Directors Hall of Fame
and in 2007 was inducted into the Lamar
University Music Hall of Honor. Survivors
include his wife of 47 years, Charlesene
(Hudson) ’57, B.S. music; daughter, Julie;
and son, Kevin.
Burrell Dulany Jr. ’59, B.B.A. management,
died Aug. 30, 2007. Born June 3, 1937, he
served in the Army before beginning his
banking career. His first job was as cashier
at Citizens State Bank in 1960. In 1993, he
bought the First State Bank of Riesel, where
he was president and chairman of the board.
He sold the bank in 1997 and retired.
Active in many civic organizations, he
served as president of the Northwest
Kiwanis Club and served on the Midway
school board. He coached Little League
baseball, leading the 1976 Woodway AllStars to the state semi-finals. Survivors
include his wife of 50 years, Gloria, and
sons, Ken, Gary and Doug.
Charles G. Miertschin ’59, B.B.A. general
business, died May 30, 2007. Born March
16, 1936, he retired in 1989 after a 30-year
career with Texaco in marketing. He
worked for 15 years part time after retirement for Trans Mountain Oil Co. Survivors
include his wife of 48 years, Ernestine
(White) Miertschin ’59, B.B.A. secretarial
science, and two sons, Michael and
Matthew.
Winifred Andrus ’62, certif. vocational nursing, died Jan. 28, 2008. Born Nov. 14,
1915, she worked in the Sears credit department. At age 45, with a sixth-grade education, she earned her degree from Lamar and
was one of the first nurses hired to work at
St. Elizabeth hospital. Survivors include her
daughter, Betty Brown.

James Sparks Jr. ’63, B.S. government, died
March 8, 2008. Born March 23, 1941, he
earned a law degree from Baylor University
in 1965 and practiced law in Beaumont for
40 years. Survivors include his wife, Martha,
and two sons, Mark and James.

American Association of Petroleum
Geologists, he was a certified petroleum
geologist and received a distinguished service award in 2001. Survivors include his
wife, Carol, and sons, Christopher and
Patrick.

Linda (Fullerton) Die ’70, A.A.S. nursing,
died Oct. 31, 2007. Born July 27, 1944, in
Granite, Ill., she was a registered nurse and
avid rose collector. Survivors include her
parents, John and Dorothy Fullerton, and
sons, Craig and Shawn.

Hattie Ina Kingsley ’64, B.S. elementary
education, died April 1, 2008. Born in
Haverhill, Kansas, she taught school in
Kansas from 1935 to 1960. In 1963, she
and her family moved to Beaumont. After
earning her degree at Lamar, she taught in
Vidor and Beaumont. She was a lifetime
member of Eastern Star. Survivors include
her husband of 66 years, Mitchel, and
sons, Jerry and Jim.

Lera (Shelander) Smith ’67, B.S. elementary
education, died Oct. 17, 2007. Born Sept.
4, 1920, she taught second grade in
Beaumont for many years. Survivors include
her daughters, Suzy Juncker and Laura
Rech, and son, Vaner ’71, B.B.A. marketing.

Claudia Bures ’71, B.S. elementary education, died Jan. 3, 2007. Born July 9, 1948,
she was an educator for 32 years in the El
Campo school district and an adjunct faculty member at the University of HoustonVictoria and the Bryan and West Hardin
school districts. Survivors include her husband, Mark; daughter, Sammi; and son,
Edmond.

William Kurtz ’64, B.B.A. general business,
died Oct. 10, 2007. Born on Feb. 23, 1940,
he was a State Farm agent for 35 years. He
enjoyed his family, the outdoors, hunting
and fishing. He supported Baytown
Community Church and Baytown Christian
Academy for many years. Survivors included his wife, Ruth, and sons, Billy, Dale, and
Steve.
Alice (Fillingim) Ray ’64, B.S. elementary
education, died Nov. 13, 2007. She retired
from West Hardin school district. Survivors
include her husband, Claude; sons, Jerry
’79, B.S. civil engineering, and Michael; and
daughter, Cheryl.
Roger G. Harris ’65, B.S. health and physical
education, died Dec. 23, 2007. Born Nov.
22, 1940, he made a career of coaching and
teaching, later became a principal and
retired from Alief school district as assistant
superintendent of support services.
Survivors include his wife of 35 years, Mary,
and son, Thomas.
Carl Armstrong ’66, B.S. health and physical
education, died Oct. 21, 2007. Born June
17, 1920, he excelled in football, basketball
and baseball. After high school, he traveled
around the country playing baseball for
teams in Arkansas, Georgia and Florida,
joining the Chicago Cubs in 1941. He
enlisted in the Army the day after the
bombing of Pearl Harbor and served as a
sergeant in the 3704th Army Air Force Base
Unit stationed in San Marcos. At this time,
he earned his degree and worked for Texaco,
retiring in 1981 after a 30-year career.
Survivors include his wife of 54 years,
Berta, and daughter, Annette Berksan.
Ben D. Hare ’67, B.S. geology, died Nov. 29,
2007. Born Aug. 11, 1945, he earned his
master’s and doctorate in geology from the
University of Oklahoma. He had an active
career working for Atlantic Richfield Corp.
and Edwin L. Cox Oil and Gas Producers.
He later formed his own consulting firm
before becoming co-president of Panhandle
Oil and Gas Co. As a member of the

Cooper F. Hawthorne Jr. ’69, B.B.A. general
business, died Jan. 17, 2008, from complications of cancer. Born July 28, 1946, he
was captain of the 560th Flying Training
Squadron of the Air Force, private pilot and
one of the original members of a local band,
The Clique. He played lead guitar in the
60s and was inducted, along with his fellow
band members, into the Gulf Coast Music
Hall of Fame in January 2008. Survivors
include his mother, Jane, and daughters,
Erin Pardee, Amy, Jane, Paige and Sarah.
Thomas Kennedy ’69, B.S. mechanical engineering, died Oct. 19, 2007. Born Oct. 3,
1946, he retired from DuPont in Orange.
He was a member of the Orange Boat Club
and the Orange County Master Gardeners.
Survivors include his wife, Joyce (Findley)
’69, B.S. home economics; daughter,
Colleen Schlosser; and son, Douglas.
Barbara (Mundt) Trimble ’69, B.S. music,
died Dec. 23, 2007. Born June 11, 1946,
she was a piano teacher for 38 years.
Survivors include her husband of 36 years,
Gary; son, Clint; and daughters, Diane and
Deanna.
William T. Block Jr. ’70 B.A., ’74, M.A. history, died Aug. 25, 2007. Born July 29,
1920, he was assistant postmaster and postmaster in Nederland for 20 years and served
on the Lamar staff for 11 years as an
instructor. He was a local historian and
author, published nine books on East Texas
history and many academic articles in historical journals and was a guest columnist
for the Beaumont Enterprise for many
years. He was also a Knight of the Royal
Order of Orange-Nassau, a knighthood
conferred on him by Queen Beatrix of the
Netherlands. During World War II, he
served in the 78th Infantry Division, earning three battle stars for the battles of the
Bulge, Rhineland and Central Europe. He
served three years in the Navy Reserve.
Survivors include his wife, Helga; three
sons, W. T. III ’72, A.A.S. machine tools,
Bobby ’72, B.S. electrical engineering, and
Barry ’81, B.S. computer science; and
daughter, Rebecca Chastant ’94, A.A.S.
radiologic technology.

Arline (Lange) Shockey ’71, vocational nursing, died Jan. 1, 2008. She worked as a civil
service administrative assistant and held a
high security clearance in the 1950s. She
was a licensed vocational nurse and retired
from Mid-Jefferson Hospital. Survivors
include sons, Carl ’76, B.S. health and physical education, and Steven, and daughters,
Melissa Lavespere ’76, certif. vocational
nursing, Becky Use ’75, certif. vocational
nursing, Cheryl Wendling ’81, B.S. biology,
Pam Kaplani and Lisa Nault.
Dr. Michael W. King ’74, B.S. biology, died
Nov. 15, 2007. Born Jan. 23, 1953, in
South Charleston, W. Va., he received his
medical degree from UTMB Galveston. He
worked in emergency rooms throughout
Texas, as plant physician for Gulf Oil in Port
Arthur and was in private practice in midJefferson County. Survivors include his wife,
Lyndia; son, Michael; and daughters,
Brittany, Ashley and Lindsay.
Frances (Irvan) Hennigan ’75, certif. vocational nursing, died Aug. 22, 2007. Born
April 19, 1928, she worked at St. Elizabeth
Hospital for more than 10 years and was an
accomplished soprano and proficient in
piano, harp, violin, accordion and guitar.
She was an avid reader and student of history, world civilizations, archaeology, astronomy and the Bible. Survivors include daughters, Stephanie Cooley and Madeline
Adams, and sons, Irvann ’82, A.A.S. refrig.
and air conditioning technology, ’06, B.S.
industrial technology, Shannon ’83, B.S.
mechanical engineering, Matthew and
Michael.
Harry Hodge III ’75, B.S. biology, died Dec.
3, 2007. Born Dec. 17, 1951, he was a
pharmaceutical representative and later
worked as a laboratory technician at Mobil
Chemical. Survivors include two sons, Mark
and Paul.
Michael W. Morgan ’75, B.B.A. accounting,
died Nov. 17, 2007. He was associate vice
president, financial consultant and certified
financial planner with A.G. Edwards &
Sons. He volunteered for 10 years with the
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Dispute Resolution Center of Jefferson
County. He and his wife, Joy, devoted
themselves to the care of their son, Gregory,
who was born with special needs.
Jimmie Clemmons ’76, B.S. elementary education, died Aug. 21, 2007. Born May 23,
1946, he attended Southwestern
Theological Seminary. He was the founding
pastor of North Main Baptist Church in
Liberty and served as the senior pastor for
20 years. Survivors include his wife, Vicki
(Henson) ’81, B.S. elementary education;
daughters, Angela Bruyneel and Kristi
Sterling; and sons, Jimmie, Jeffrey and
Kevin.
Toni (Andre) Ford ’76, B.S. elementary education, died Dec. 2, 2007. After graduation,
she taught English at Silsbee High School
before moving to San Antonio to teach special needs students for 20 years. She was
named the Class Act Teacher of the Year in
2004. Survivors include her husband,
Dennis, and daughters, Ashley Brown and
Shelby.
Annette (Taylor) Die ’77, B.A. sociology, died
Aug. 23, 2007. Born Feb. 22, 1921, she
and her husband, J.D., owned and operated
a propane business in Silsbee. Following the
death of her husband, she returned to
Lamar, finished her degree and worked 10
years in the Gray Library. She was a longtime member of Cathedral Christian Center
and enjoyed traveling. Survivors include her
daughter, Frances, and son, Jerome.
Sheila McMillan ’78, B.A. psychology, died
Dec. 4, 2007. Born Aug. 12, 1956, she
became a certified drug and alcohol counselor. Survivors include three sisters, Shirley,
Karen and Sharon, and one brother, John.
Sterling Crim ’80, B.A. Spanish, died Feb.
10, 2008. Born Jan. 5, 1927, he was a lifelong scholar, earning six degrees. He taught
43 years, the last 31 at Lamar University
and two of which were in Malaysia under
an international teaching program. He also
served in the Army during World War II.
Survivors include his wife of 53 years,
Mary; daughter, Kathryn Collins; and son,
Randy.
Grace (Heare) Moje ’81, B.F.A. studio art,
died Jan. 13, 2008. Born Sept. 16, 1955, in
Dallas, she lived in west central Minnesota
where she raised her three children, Heather
Cochran, Travis and Stephan. Survivors also
include her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Charles
Heare of Brookeland. Her artistic talent also
included photography. She developed the
curriculum for a popular high school
photography class in Fergus Falls, Minn.
James A. Jacob ’86, A.A.S. electrical technology, died Nov. 1, 2007, after a motorcycle accident. He was employed with the

76 | CARDINAL

CADENCE 36:1 MAY 2008

Mundy Co. in Beaumont. Survivors include
his wife, Lisa, and daughters, Brittney and
Tolonique.
Linda Harrison ’87, M.S. home economics,
died Sept. 19, 2007. Born Jan. 31, 1944,
she worked as a case worker for the Aid to
Dependent Children and the Visually
Impaired for the Texas Commission for the
Blind. She later was county agent with the
Department of Agriculture for the state of
Texas through Texas A&M University. She
retired as family and consumer sciences
agent for Orange County. She was active in
the Society for the Prevention and Cruelty
to Animals, the Daughters of the American
Revolution and her church in Orange.
Survivors include her sisters, Sandra
Johnson, Betty Grub, Cheryl Ann Moore
and Martha Jo Diaz.
Shirley (Manuel) Acker ’88, B.S. nursing,
died Nov. 1, 2007. She earned a master’s
degree in health education from UTMB
Galveston and was a nursing instructor at
Lamar State College-Orange. Survivors
include her husband of 37 years, James;
daughters, Kerry Boone and Shebia Dunn;
and son, Rodney.
Theresa (Cooley) Fillyaw ’89, B.S. elementary
education, died Nov. 30, 2007. Theresa
taught in Silsbee, Buna, Newton and
McGregor schools before teaching at Little
Cypress-Mauriceville. Survivors include her
husband, Bobby; son, Marshall; father,
Raymond; sisters, Nona Buckley and Tina;
and brothers, Trey and Bill.
Raymond Krause ’91, B.S. political science,
died Sept. 30, 2007. Born Sept. 13, 1968,
he was awarded the Alex Durley
Scholarship as an outstanding football player. He was regional vice president of
Primerica Financial Services and was in the
preliminary stages of becoming an ordained
deacon in his church, Second Baptist of
Houston, which was one of his life-long
goals. Survivors include his mother and
stepfather, Judy and Mark Smith; sister,
Tammy; wife, Tisha; daughters, Alexandria
and Katelyn.
Peter Mayeux ’94, A.A.S. computer drafting, died Sept. 29, 2007, in a motorcycle
accident. He worked for CBI as a CAD
operator. Survivors include his parents,
Terry and Nell; first wife, Sandy
Quebedeaux; brothers, Phillip, Paul, Patrick
and Eric; sisters, Carmen McFaul and Marie
Cook; wife, Megan (Cryer); and son,
Matthew Parker.
Claire Charles ’97, B.B.A. accounting, died
Jan. 15, 2008. Born August 2, 1958, she
taught computer classes in the continuing
education department at Lamar University
for 10 years. Survivors include her parents,
Harry and Belva Charles, and brother, Cary.

Faculty, Staff and Friends
Todd Christopher died Feb. 10, 2008. Born
Oct. 7, 1950, he attended South Park High
School, served as senior president class of
’69, and remained loyal as a “Greenie.” His
sports career—baseball and football—landed
him a spot on the Fightin’ Texas Aggie football team where he served as co-captain in
1972. He graduated from Texas A&M
University in 1973 and signed a contract
with the NFL’s Atlanta Falcons, but a knee
injury kept him from playing. He used his
signing bonus to begin his career as a very
successful entrepreneur and developer. He
and his brother, Craig, founded Taylor
Surgical Supply, which branched out into
26 states and grew into a company eventually purchased by Praxair and taken public.
He was dedicated to Lamar University and
served on the board of the LU Foundation
and Investing in the Future campaign cabinet. He was founding chair of the College
of Business Board of Advisors. Survivors
include his wife, Gerri; three sons, Clayton,
Zachary and Grant; and a daughter, Rachel.
Hank Hurst died Jan. 6, 2008, after a lengthy
illness. His first business trucked volcanic
cinders off Mt. Shasta in California at the
age of 16. He became a construction manager for the Atlantic Refining Company in
Port Arthur, and, in 1962, he started the
engineering and construction firm Bella Co.
in Beaumont. He served as president of the
Cardinal Club and chairman of the Lamar
University Committee of the Beaumont
Chamber of Commerce. He also served on
many boards and committees of several
church and civic organizations. Survivors
include his wife, Roberta; daughters, Karen
and Diane; sons, Bret, Roger and Bryan,
and stepsons Mason and Russell.
Richard “Dick” Jones died Feb. 4, 2008.
Born Sept. 23, 1940, he earned a bachelor’s
degree from Texas Christian University, a
master’s degree from University of
Alabama, and a Ph.D. from the University
of Arkansas. He was a certified professional
accountant and he worked as a C.P.A. for
Arthur Anderson Accounting firm and
Halliburton. He served in Korea during the
Vietnam era as a member of the finance
corps and had top secret clearance while
writing payroll for the Army. He came to
Lamar in 1975 as a adjunct instructor in the
College of Business and later served on the
admission policy committee of the Graduate
Council and the University Research
Council, as well as the Accounting
Accreditation Committee. He served as
department chair of accounting and business law, faculty advisor for Beta Alpha Psi
and sponsor for the LU Accounting Society.
He retired as professor emeritus in 2005.
Survivors include his wife, Bettye.

Charles Pyle died Jan. 4, 2008. Born Dec.
29, 1929, he earned his college degree by
attending night school at the University of
Houston while working days at
Schlumberger and American General
Insurance Company. He served in the Army
as a sergeant in 1953 and 1954 in the Judge
Advocate General’s office. He earned his
law degree in 1956, and he and his wife,
Ida, came to Beaumont to operate radio stations. He published the Southeast Texas
Executive Business Review and launched a
publicity campaign called “Let’s Kick Some
Attitude” to rally against the depressed
Southeast Texas economy of the mid-1980s.
As a result, he was named “Business Person
of the Year” by the Better Business Bureau
of Southeast Texas in 1986. Survivors
include his wife of 49 years, Ida
(McFaddin); daughters, Mary Murphy and
Eugenia Liese; son, Charles Jr; and his sister, Mary Lee Gunberg.
Kenneth Sparks, former director of the physical plant for Lamar University, died Dec.
14, 2007, after a long illness. Born May 19,
1931, he joined the army and trained as a
paratrooper, serving during the Korean conflict. He worked his way through college
earning a master’s degree in art education
and taught high school. He also worked in
building construction and was the director
of the physical plant for Western New
Mexico University and the New Mexico
Military Academy before coming to Lamar
in 1978 as director of the physical plant.
Survivors include three sons, Gary, Wyatt
and Keith; two daughters, Twana and
Darla; two stepsons, Major Michael
Broussard, and Dale Broussard; and one
stepdaughter, Sandra Myers.
Cherlyn (Cougar) Youens died in January
2008. She was an adjunct instructor in
supervision before serving as an adjunct
instructor in the computer science department. She also taught at Houston
Community College, was a member of
Mensa and Grace Non-Denomination
Church in Houston. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Phillip.

Lady Cards tennis
wins first-ever
SLC title

T

he Lamar women’s tennis team defeated
two-time defending SLC champion
Southeastern Louisiana 4-2 April 27 at
the Schlief Tennis Complex in
Nacogdoches, claiming its first-ever SLC
Tournament title and earning the league’s automatic
bid to the NCAA Tournament.
From left, kneeling, Head Coach David Wong '97 and volunteer assistant Jon Flanigan; standing, Mariaryeni
Gutierrez, Maria Gutierrez, Kaltrina Harbuzi, Anahita Jagtiani, Manami Kuroda, Andrea Martinez, athletic trainer
Lamar tallied wins at Nos. 2, 3, 5 and 6 for the
Katie Delinsky, Manijee Ashrafi and Salina Aranda.
victory, as sophomores Manami Kuroda of Tokyo, Japan,
No. 2 singles and was named the conference Freshman of the Year.
and Kaltrina Harbuzi, from Germany, both came from a set down to
She also picked up second-team, all-conference honors at No. 1 douwin their matches. The victory gives Lamar their first SLC
bles with partner Andrea Martinez, a senior from Mexico. Harbuzi
Tournament crown
joined Gutierrez on the first team and was tabbed to the second team
and boosts their record to 24-2 on the year, two wins shy of the
at No. 3 doubles with partner Salina Aranda, a Kirbyville freshman.
school record of 26 wins set by the 1983 team.
Kuroda recorded a spot on the second team at No. 6 singles.
Additionally, five Lady Cardinals were named to the AllSouthland Conference teams. After posting a perfect 23-0 record for
Thanks to Greg and Jennifer (Hebert) Thompson ’84,
the year and going undefeated in league play, Mariaryeni Gutierrez, a
tennis at Lamar will have a renovated tennis building,
new scoreboard and an awning to shade the fans.
freshman from Venezuela, earned first team all-conference honors at

Cardinals court success:

Win first conference title in 24 years

T
KENNY DAWKINS

he Cardinals made a big step in returning
the program to the success it enjoyed in the
1970s and early 80s as they went 19-11 and
13-3 to win their 11th conference championship in
school history and their first since the 1983-84 season. The 13 league victories tied the school record
set in 1961-62. Lamar won 11 consecutive games
from late January to the end of February, marking
the fourth-longest streak in school history and the
longest conference winning streak ever. Along the
way, LU claimed five SLC road wins and 14 home
victories—both of which rank second all-time.
The Cardinal faithful continued to pass

through the turnstiles at the Montagne Center in
droves as Lamar led the Southland Conference in
attendance for the sixth-consecutive year. On Feb.
23, 8,338 fans saw LU defeat Northwestern State
on Homecoming—marking the eighth-largest
home crowd in school history.
Lamar had three players earn all-conference
accolades, led by junior Kenny Dawkins, Holly
Springs, Miss., and senior Lamar Sanders, Hickory
Flat, Miss., earning First-Team mention, with
senior Darren Hopkins, Baltimore, Md., claiming
Honorable Mention honors. Dawkins was named
Newcomer of the Year.

Hall of Honor welcomes six

T

he Lamar University Cardinal Hall of Honor, which annually recognizes
former student-athletes, coaches and administrators for outstanding
contribution to the university through athletics, inducted six new members
representing six sports at its annual induction banquet Feb. 2. Honorees are
Luis Baraldi, men’s tennis, 1970-73; Tony Mack, baseball, 1980-82;
Maureen Madill, women’s golf, 1976-78; John Riegger, men’s golf, 198285; Jimmy Singletary, men’s golf, 1967-70; and Susan Smith, women’s
basketball, 1969-73, and softball, 1972.

From left, President James Simmons and Athletic Director Billy Tubbs join
honorees Susan Smith '73, Jim Singletary '72 and Tony Mack -82.
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For the latest news, NCAA action and expanded Hall of Honor coverage, visit lamarcardinals.com.

Lady Cards enjoy
most successful
season since 1992

Men’s golf
rolls to SLC
Championship

T

L

he Lamar University women’s basketball
team put together the most successful
season since 1992 and came within one
game of advancing to the NCAA tournament
for the first time since 1991.
A young
squad, which
had just one
senior in the
starting line-up,
posted 10
victories in
Southland
Conference
play, giving
them the No. 4
TAMARA ABALDE
seed in the SLC
tournament, where they caught fire.
Lamar opened post-season play with a 6048 win over No.5 seed Stephen F. Austin and
followed that with a 63-50 win over Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi to
advance to the championship game before
falling to UTSA 65-56 in
the final. For their parts
in the LU tournament
run, freshman Tamara
Abalde of Vigo, Spain,
and junior Nikki
Williams, White Castle,
La., were named to the
all-tournament team.
NIKKI WILLIAMS
Abalde led the way
for Lamar in scoring all season as she was
named first team AllSLC and was Freshman
of the Year after averaging a team-high 16
points and 7.1 rebounds
per game. Nikki
Williams was named
third-team all-conference. Sophomore
BRITTNEY WILLIAMS
Brittney Williams,
Spring, also garnered third-team honors.
As a team, the Lady Cards shot .397 from
the field and are averaged 63.8 points per game
while allowing 62.3 points per game. Lamar
also won the battle on the boards, out-rebounding their opponents 39.2 to 36.9.
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Vincent-Beck’s new face
From the latest in turf to a state-of-the-art hitting facility

amar played the first seven
From left, Justin Harding, Hugues Joannes, Leroux Ferriera, Russell
holes five-under par and
Helson, Casey Clendenon and Head Coach Brian White ’89.
cruised to a 28-shot victory and its
22nd Southland Conference Men’s Golf Championship April 16 at Gray Plantation in
Lake Charles.
LU shot two-over for the day and finished the 54-hole tournament at 866, well ahead
of second-place Sam Houston State and Texas State at 894. During the same stretch that
Lamar was firing on all cylinders, SHSU was five-over and Texas State two-over.
Sophomore Hugues Joannes of Belgium led the Cardinals with a 69 on the final
round to finish third at 217. He had three bogeys on the day after birdying three of the
first five holes, had a birdie on the 12th and chipped in for an eagle on the par-5 15th.
Junior Justin Harding, Cape Town, South Africa, and senior Russell Helson of
Georgetown, Texas, each finished a stroke back at 218, tying for fourth to give Lamar three
of the top five finishers.
Senior Casey Clendenon of Katy was named to the All-SLC First Team, Harding and
Joannes to the Second Team and Helson to the Third Team, while second-year Head
Coach Brian White ’89 was named Coach of the Year in as many seasons. The Cardinals
will participate in one of three NCAA Regionals, May 15-17.

F

riends and alumni who are visiting Lamar’s campus for the
first time or after a long
absence will see new buildings
and current construction projects throughout campus—and
that is also true for the athletics venues—
most notably at Vincent-Beck Stadium.
In the winter off-season, the venerable
home of the Lamar baseball program
received a $250,000 renovation to the playing surface. In a span of six weeks, the existing natural grass infield was replaced with a
synthetic surface known as Olympia Turf.

For those who have seen games this
season, they have raved about the clean lines
and smooth play that has come about with
the laser-leveled field.
And as much as the fans have enjoyed
the new field, the Lamar coaching staff has
enjoyed it even more.
“It’s been spectacular both from a playing standpoint and more importantly a
development because there is so much more
we can do on that compared to natural grass
because the sideline area is historically a no
touch zone,” said head coach Jim Gilligan
’71. “But with what we have, it’s just the

ultimate for the practice sessions.”
Some traditionalists may be asking why
a did Lamar need a new infield? What was
wrong with the grass they had been playing
on for so many years? Gilligan alluded to the
fact that with today’s game, the opportunity
to play on television and recruit the elite student-athlete, a field that drains and doesn’t
need to be covered with a tarp during rain
delays can yield immediate returns in terms
of not missing any games.
“We’re trying to keep up with the
trends in baseball,” said Gilligan, who is in
his 31st season as the LU coach. “The first

building for indoor practice.
The new Emma and H.D. “Tex” Strait
Baseball Training Center will replace the current open-air structure, and, Gilligan said, it
will be “the absolutely best indoor training
facility in our conference.” Strait is a devoted
fan and past president of the Cardinal Club
and Alumni Association.
“Because we do get our share of rain in
Beaumont,” Gilligan said, “especially in the

fall, we will have a place we can go to work
as hard as we need to any time of the year.
It’s a big thing to be able to do.”
In the future, Gilligan would like to
see a new locker room constructed as well
as a roof added to the facility—not so much
for precipitation coverage but more from
a shade perspective to make it more
comfortable for the fans. —BH

SLC Indoor Track Championship:

Cardinals grab four individual titles

T

he Lamar University men’s and women’s track teams
wrapped up the 2008 indoor season with a pair of fourthplace finishes at the Southland Conference Championships.
The men’s fourth-place finish is the highest finish in an
indoor conference meet for Lamar since the 1993 team
finished in fourth place in the Sun Belt Conference. It’s the
highest Southland Conference finish for an LU team since
the 1986 team finished in second.
Senior Clerc Koenck, Anacoco, La., anchored the
women’s distance medley relay (DMR) to help freshman
Karesse Lethermon, Spring; senior Toni Sylvester, Sour Lake;
and freshman Merci Bungei, Kapchorwa, Uganda, win the
title. Koenck easily won the mile and the 3,000-meter run as
well. For her efforts, she was honored as the Indoor Track and
CLERC KOENCK
Field Women’s Athlete of the Year and Outstanding Track
Performer for the second straight year.
Francis Kasagule, a sophomore from Uganda, earned the title
Outstanding Track Performer after winning the mile, finishing second in the 3,000 and anchoring the DMR to their second straight
SLC championship. Junior Frank Bwambale, Nakifuma, Uganda;
freshman Julius Kasule, Kampala, Uganda; and junior Ewan
Simpson, Kincardine, Scotland, joined him on the DMR. Simpson
also claimed the top spot in the 800-meter run.
Two women set school records: Anahuac sophomore Brittany
Pollard’s 400 sprint and Humble junior Jessika Johnson’s prelim
60-meter hurdles.
FRANCIS KASAGULE

“We’re trying
to keep up
with the trends
in baseball.”
—JIM GILLIGAN

time people saw it was when the University
of Louisville hosted an NCAA Super
Regional on it, and people loved it.”
So what’s next for the improvements
over at the ol’ ball yard? Gilligan said that
plans are in the works to construct a new,
state-of-the-art indoor hitting facility. Thanks
to a lead gift from Henry Strait to name
the facility in memory of his parents, the
Cardinals will construct a climate-controlled
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Music Hall of Honor inducts Laird, Rollins

Music Hall of Honor inductees Jeff Laird and Don Rollins, center, pose with Barry Johnson, vice president for
student affairs, and President James Simmons.

Two of Lamar’s most renowned music alumni took their places in the Music Hall of
Honor Feb. 23: Jeff Laird ’82, ’84 of Spring
and Don Rollins ’83 of Nashville, Tenn.
Laird is in his fourth year as director of
secondary performing arts for the Aldine
school district, after serving for 18 years as
Aldine’s director of bands. Rollins is an educator, musician and Grammy Award-winning
songwriter who worked for 17 years as a
band director in Texas schools before moving to the Nashville area.
The Music Hall of Honor, which
inducted its inaugural class in 2007, recognizes alumni for their distinguished musical
careers, their status as mentors for other
aspiring artists and teachers and their dedication to their art.
“I am greatly honored,” Laird said. “In
my many years in both the music education
and performance fields, I am constantly
reminded of what a valuable education I
received from Lamar. My educational and
practical experiences at Lamar prepared me
for more than I could have ever imagined at
the time and continues to serve me well on a
daily basis.”
Responding to his honor, Rollins said:
“What I treasure most about my days at
Lamar was the freedom I had to chase my
own music. In retrospect, I see that there
was a songwriter trying to emerge from the
saxophone guy, but the reality was that my
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teachers, especially Jimmy Simmons, gave
me chances to do more things with my
musical self than harness it in a syllabus.”
Laird supervises 155 teachers of band,
orchestra, choir, theater and dance in sixth
through 12th grades. Under his direction,
the Aldine High School Band was named
outstanding ensemble at the Texas University
Interscholastic League (UIL) state solo and
ensemble contest and grand champion at
band contests nationwide. The band made
two appearances in Washington, D.C.,
marching in the 52nd Presidential Inaugural
Parade in 1993 and the National
Independence Day Parade in 1999. Aldine
was the only band from Texas invited to
those parades. Laird is a past president of the
8,000-member Texas Music Educators
Association, the world’s largest music educators’ organization. In 2004, he was inducted
into the Lamar Educator Hall of Fame.
A musician since his teens, Rollins
directed bands in Humble, Little CypressMauriceville, Hemphill and Vidor while continuing his career as a saxophonist. He
achieved superior ratings in UIL events and
led the Vidor High Jazz Band to victories in
regional festivals. While continuing his career
as an educator, musician and songwriter,
Rollins landed a publishing deal in 1997
with Warner/Chappell Music – one that
would last more than 10 years. Rollins
recently signed a new publishing agreement

with First State Music Group of New York.
He moved to Nashville in 2001 and cowrote It’s Five O’Clock Somewhere in 2003.
The piece became a chart-topper for Alan
Jackson and Jimmy Buffett, earning such
honors as Vocal Event of the Year from the
Country Music Association, Single of the
Year from the Academy of Country Music
and the Grammy for Best Country Song. He
landed two songs on Reba McEntire’s Duets
album, one by McEntire and Faith Hill and
another with McEntire and Carole King.

Tonka Wing

Creative kudos
Kurt Dyrhaug, associate professor of art, has
been awarded the Franconia Sculpture
Park/Jerome Fellowship, leading to the creation of a major work at the park. Dyrhaug
will design and build a large-scale, outdoor
sculpture this June at Franconia Sculpture
Park in Franconia, Minn.
Founded in 1996, the park works to
nurture artistic growth, creativity and
interaction between emerging, mid-career
and established sculptors in an outdoor, rural
setting. Dyrhaug is one of nine fellowship
recipients – and the only one from Texas.
Another honor came Dyrhaug’s way
when his sculpture, Tonka Wing, earned a
first-place purchase award in the 42nd annual National Drawing and Small Sculpture
Show at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi.
A Lamar faculty member since 1999, he
won the Dishman Art Museum’s international Dishman Competition in 2005.

At the Dishman Art Museum: Frolic:
Humor and Mischief in New Taiwanese Art
featured works in all media by 27 emerging
Taiwanese artists. The Dishman Museum
was the first stop on a national tour of the
exhibition, curated by Thalia Vrachopoulos,
based in New York, and Jane Ingram Allen,
based in Taiwan. The curators say contemporary Taiwanese art has a sense of fun and
mischief, distinguishing it from other Asian
art, which is more serious in tenor and
themes. Vrachopoulos presented a lecture
before an opening reception and questionand-answer session Feb. 15 . . . The museum
introduced the first in a new series of exhibitions Jan. 18, exhibiting Department of Art
faculty works and select other works from
the permanent collection and private collections. This first show, Select by Faculty: Xenia
Fedorchenko, Her Work, Her Selection and Her
Collection, features Xenia Fedorchenko,
associate professor of art, who specializes in
drawing and printmaking. Fedorchenko
chose pieces from the permanent collection
to “dialogue” with her pieces, juxtaposing
images so the viewer could make interpretations and comparisons. Fedorchenko’s
personal collection was displayed on the second floor of Dishman Art Museum . . . The
Senior Thesis Exhibition, Nov. 30-Dec. 13,
featured works by 12 students earning bachelor of fine arts degrees. The graduates are
Cody Bess, Lacey Carpenter, Nate Goodman
and David Granitz of Beaumont; Larry Griggs,
Cedar Lake; Deborah Feister and Karen
Sweet, Port Arthur; Destiny Romero, Port
Neches; Amy Graves and Conner Kissinger,
Silsbee; and Patrick Owens and Brittney
Ragsdale, Vidor. At the opening reception,
each student presented his or her thesis,
which consists of the visual work, and summarized the written sections of the theses . . .
The Lamar Dance Company presented its
spring dance concert April 4 and 5, featuring
new and original dance works from faculty
choreographers Lou Arrington, Michelle

Frog Mantra, black ink on
photography, by Char-wei Tsai

Ozmun and Golden Wright. Arrington created
dances in ballet, jazz and tap. Her Spanishstyle classical ballet work featured soloist
Kristen Still of Beaumont. Wright created a
modern dance based on restricted and bound
movement, as influenced by costumes
designed by Kelly Draper, associate professor
of theater . . . Spain will be the destination
in September for the annual European tour
hosted by KVLU, member-supported public
radio at Lamar University. The trip departs
Sept.18, including stops in Madrid, Bilbao
and Barcelona, plus other cities in Northern
Spain. The tour, a Smithsonian Journeys
Travel Adventure, will focus on historic sites,
art and architecture, said Melanie Dishman,

Greece: 2007

KVLU station manager for advancement.
About 20 adventurers had made reservations
by the April deadline, Dishman said. Last
fall, KVLU sponsored a trip to Greece . . . A
film co-written by Lamar alumna Willioneita
Pittman ’72, ’79 premiered Feb. 6 at Lamar.
The Setzer Student Center and Lamar Alive!
hosted a reception and showing of There Is
One in Every Family. Pittman is a Jasper
native who grew up in Beaumont and graduated from French High School. She earned
her bachelor’s degree with a double major in
speech and drama and her master’s in
speech/public address. Pittman directed her
first plays as a student at Lamar, where she
earned major acting and technical awards for
participation in Lamar Theatre productions.
She met her co-writer, Barbara Hudson, at the
University of Houston-Downtown. There is

One in Every Family is their second play.
Pittman teaches theater to at-risk students in
the Alief school district and is an adjunct theater lecturer at the University of HoustonDowntown . . . The College of Fine Arts
and Communication hosted Israeli film
maker Niki Tal March 6 when she screened
her 2007 release The
Girls from Brazil and
led a discussion. Tal
is a veteran journalist,
documentary film
maker and producer
whose most recent
film captures the
stories of four Israeli
women in the search
NIKI TAL
for their birth parents
in Brazil. Since 1967, she has produced
more than 20 films, earning an Israeli
Academy Award nomination and other
honors . . . Mark your calendar for June 10
when LU-llaby of Broadway crosses the
boards for the 16th year. The community
talent-fest, directed by Adonia Placette, benefits Lamar theater scholarships. Festivities
begin with a 6:30 p.m. reception in the
Studio Theatre, preceding the performance
in the University Theatre. Call (409) 8808037 or 880-2250 for reservations.
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Lamar
scholars
bring
Texas
history
into 20th
century

A larger-than-life fantasy of crowns and castles provides the
backdrop for the Night & Day Orchestra.

Renaissance of the Arts
From artistic treasures in the Dishman Art
Museum to an artfully transformed Montagne
Center, Le Grand Bal 2008 cast spells on hundreds
of patrons March 29. Lamar’s Friends of the Arts
hosted the black-tie gala to benefit the College of
Fine Arts and Communication. The event honored
Gay (Duckworth) ’80 and Bill Scott ’70 and was
chaired by Beverly (Stiegler) ’80 and Carl Parker.

The Lamar Band performed Feb. 15 at the
Texas Music Educators’ Association annual
clinic and convention in San Antonio. The
prestigious engagement came at the invitation of TMEA, the largest music educators’
organization in the world.
The 50-member ensemble, under the
direction of Bradley Kent, performed
George Gershwin’s classic Rhapsody in Blue,
featuring Nick Rissman, associate professor

Wild about
Harry

Mary Kelley, John Storey

Lamar faculty members
John Storey ’61 and Mary Kelley have provided scholars and history lovers alike with a
new take on Texas history – one that focuses on the state’s transformation during the
20th century.
The result is Twentieth-Century Texas: A Social and Cultural History, published by
The University of North Texas Press.
While standard histories of Texas traditionally focus on political, military and
economic topics, with emphasis on the 19th century, Storey and Kelley have compiled
and edited 15 essays covering a diversity of topics, from ethnic groups, women, music,
literature, film and art to philanthropy, education, the environment and science and
technology.
“I spend a lot of time in my class covering the founding period of Texas but came
to the realization that 20th-century history is rather sparse,” said Kelley, an associate
professor of history. “We’re very different than we were in the 19th century because so
much demographic change has occurred. I developed the concept of focusing on
society and culture because traditional history is political, economic and military.”
She approached Storey, regents’ professor and history department chair, and he urged
her to proceed. “I told Dr. Storey the only way I would do it is if he would serve as coeditor – so this was a collaboration. We were able to find 15 experts on various social and
cultural topics. They wrote the essays, and our job was to edit them and produce an
anthology focusing on the important social and cultural topics of the 20th century.”
Storey is pleased that a diverse array of historians and scholars is represented –
from across and outside Texas. From Lamar, essayists include Kelley, Storey and Ralph
Wooster, distinguished professor emeritus of history. Their essays are “Private Wealth,
Public Good: Texans and Philanthropy” (Kelley), “Pagodas amid the Steeples: The
Changing Religious Landscape” (Storey) and “Over Here: War on the Homefront”
(Wooster).
“Coordinating the essays proved to be quite a task,” Storey said, “but we’re
extremely pleased with the result.”
The book may be ordered at 1-800-826-8911.

TMEA hosts band

Marty and Revon Craig enjoy the Renaissance garden beauty at
Le Grand Bal, as Revon admires his wife’s creative efforts. She
co-chaired the decorations committee.
Donna Beck poses with works by her daughter, Lauren, a Lamar
art student. David Mulcahy, director of Lamar’s Small Business
Development Center, admires the popular auction offerings.

Trumpets ruled when
the Lamar Jazz Band
presented a Tribute to
Harry James March 4
in the Julie Rogers
CAMERON WOLFE
Theatre. Nostalgia
reigned among Lamarissimo! patrons relishing the music of the orchestra leader and
trumpet virtuoso who grew up in
Beaumont. Kerry Coleman of Beaumont,
soloed on a medley, Wild About Harry,
drawing applause when announcer Byron
Balentine announced Coleman is a veteran
of three tours of duty in Iraq. Cameron
Wolfe of Houston added touch to James’
Sleepy Lagoon, while Amber Martell of
Dayton soloed on Cherry. Matt Byers of
Lumberton and Kirby Tanner of Nederland
complete the band’s trumpet section.

KERRY COLEMAN
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of music, on piano. Raise the Roof, by
American composer Michael Daugherty, featured faculty member Gary Parks on timpani. Other faculty artists performing with
the band students included Raul Ornelas,
bass; Betsy Hines, piano; and Gary Mizener,

clarinet. Barry Johnson, vice president for
student affairs and former director of bands,
guest-conducted.
TMEA is the largest gathering of music
educators and professionals in the world,
with more than 20,000 attendees.

A homecoming
Internationally renowned musician and pedagogue Eduard Schmieder, a
former Lamar faculty member, returned to Beaumont after an absence of
25 years to perform in concert April 7 at Temple Emanuel.
Schmieder, now Carnell Distinguished Professor of Violin at Temple
University, returned “home” to honor his friends and colleagues.
Schmieder came to Beaumont with his wife, Laura, and 4-year-old
EDUARD SCMIEDER
daughter in 1980, just a few months after the family emigrated from the
Soviet Union to Chicago. They brought $90, a few clothes and pieces of furniture and an ordinary violin and piano, having been forced to leave their fine instruments behind.
“The Schmieders have achieved global success, but they have never forgotten Beaumont’s
kindness, and they have always held a special place in their hearts for this Southeast Texas
community,” said Ellen Rienstra, a friend and fellow violinist.

Alexander in retrospect
Internationally renowned artist John Alexander ’68 returned home to Beaumont Feb. 8 for a
reception and book-signing at the Art Museum of Southeast Texas. The book, John Alexander:
A Retrospective, accompanies an exhibition of the same name that opened April 13 at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. The Houston museum organized the exhibit, which originally
opened last year at the Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, D.C., and was
expanded for the Houston showing. The exhibition, which continues through June 22, is the first
full-scale examination of the
artist’s three-decade career.
Featuring 61 oil paintings and 36
works on paper from the late
1970s through 2007, the installation represents the full range of
Alexander’s prolific artistic activity.
MICHELLE CATE

BRIAN SATTLER

Literary Lamar

John Alexander ’68 with art museum board
member Judy Black, left, and Lynne Castle,
executive director.
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