


“Misunderstanding of the present is the inevi- table
consequence of ignorance of the past. But a man
can wear himself out just as fruit- lessly in seeking

to understand the past if he is totally ignorant of the

present.” (Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft, p.43)

Course Description

This course is a careful examination of United States history
from the post-reconstruction period (1877) to the present.

Emphasis will be on examining the major political, eco-
nomic, and social trends of this time period. We will study
major questions like: how have political, economic, and so-
cial power been distributed throughout U.S. history? How
do those with power try to maintain it? How do those with-
out power try to get it? What obstacles has the United
States faced in achieving Jefferson’s goals in the Declara-
tion of Independence, namely social, economic, and political
justice? How and to what extent has the United States
overcome these obstacles? How has the United States
impacted world affairs?

As a survey, this class will provide you with a basic knowl-
edge of not only what happened in U.S. history during this
period, but also the skills to critically examine why historical
events happen and why they are important. HIST 1302 ful-
fills a Core Curriculum requirement set by the state of Texas
and Lamar University, but has a broader significance for
your education. You will develop important skills inanalysis
and writing that will assist you during your time at Lamar as
well as in your professional career. The History Department
at Lamar believes that imparting knowledge and under-
standing of the past “improve[s] the quality of life of individu-
als and contribute[s] to the welfare of our society.” (http://
catalog.lamar.edu/arts-and-sciences/history.html)

Course Organization

My time as an ACES fellow (Cohort 5, 2013-2014) has
greatly influenced the structure and delivery of our course
this semester. ACES stands for Active and Collaborative
Engagement for Students and was implemented on campus
as a means of encouraging and training professors to move
away from the traditional lecture format in the classroom to
increase active learning among students.

As a result, class time will be an opportunity for us to ex-
plore in more depth what you encounter in the assigned
readings. We will explore these topics through short writing
assignments, team and group activities, class discussion,
student presentations, and other similar activities. | will do
all I can to ensure the experience and assessment of group
work is rewarding and fair for all members of the group.

Only on rare occasions will | lecture.



Collaborative study increases student success
and | want to help you succeed as a student in
this class, in other classes during your time at
Lamar, and once yougraduate.



Student Learning Qutcomes

Through your writing and use of primary and secondary
sources, you will:

illustrate an understanding of the context, content,
and bias of primary and secondary sources.

construct historical interpretations using appropri-
ate evidence, sound reasoning, logical organiza-
tion, and grammatically correct prose.

analyze the effects of historical, social, political,
economic, cultural, and global forces on U.S. his-
tory from 1877 to the present.

trace the evolution and current role of the United
States in the world.

Through exams, you will:

e illustrate your comprehension of different historical
interpretations of U.S. history.
demonstrate comprehension of the usefulness and
relevancy of historical knowledge to current events.

demonstrate a basic factual understanding of major
events, themes, and issues in United States history
from 1877 to the present.




Blackboard System

We will use the Blackboard system this semester in a
variety of ways. Please use the Blackboard message
function when you must contact me electronically.

Technical support is available. | cannot help you with
technical problems that might arise when using Black-
board.

Blackboard Technical Support:

Office: John Gray Center, Building B, Room 125
Phone: 409-880-2222, 8am-5pm, M-F

After Hours and Weekend Technical Support:

Please call toll free: 1-866-321-7170 or go online to live
chat d2.parature.com/ics/support/default.asp?
deptiD=8089

Your Responsibilities

Meeting your responsibilities this semester will help me
meet mine. Your responsibilities include:

Having fun while studying history.

Knowing due dates for all assignments and ex-
ams.

Knowing important university deadlines, like
course drop deadlines.

Participating in class activities.

Attending class and completing coursework ac-
cording to the directions.

Avoiding academic dishonesty.

Obtaining class notes from a classmate if you
miss class. | do not make my notes available for
students.

Examining carefully the comments | have made
on retu prce the

of your work and avollirepeating your

I want YOU




Attendance Policy

| will take attendance every class period. Attendance
is crucial for your success in this course. More than 6
unexcused absences will result in a one-letter grade
reduction of your semester grade. Valid documenta-
tion for absences is required for your absence to be
counted as excused.

Plagiarism and Academic
Dishonesty Policy

The Lamar University History Department considers aca-
demic dishonesty, including cheating, collusion, and pla-
giarism, as defined in the student handbook, a serious
academic offense. Students guilty of such misbehavior
will be subject to the following penalties:

First offense: Students will receive a failing grade on the
exam or assignment [a zero], with no possibility for make-
up. If the offense is flagrant, the student may receive an
F in the course. The student's name and documented
offense will be placed on file in the History Department.

Second offense: Student will receive an F in the course
with no possibility of make-up. The student’s name and
documented offense will be forwarded to the proper uni-
versity officials.

All accused students shall be entitled to a written notice of
the offense and the penalty assessed, and notified of his
or her right to appeal to the department chair/advisory
committee.

If you have any questions about academic dishonesty,
and what actions constitute such an offense, please ask
me.




Final Exam 100 points

Total Points 400 points
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Late Assignment Policies...

Sponsored by students who submit their assignments
on time.

Syllabus Quiz — If the quiz window closes before you take
it, then | consider quiz late. Contact me to re-open the quiz.
10 percent deduction per day for late syllabus quizzes.

Plagiarism Quiz — 10 percent deduction per weekday for
late plagiarism quizzes. Submit the quiz in hard copy format.
Do not email me the plagiarism quiz results. Do not slide
results under my office door. Please note: You must submit
both the “pre-test” and “post-test” results to earn a grade for
the plagiarism quiz.

HWAs — HWAs will not be accepted late for any reason.
They are intended to help you prepare for class discussion
and therefore need to be completed before discussion oc-
curs. | drop the three lowest scores.

Essays — Essays are not accepted late for any reason.
Begin preparing for and writing the essays early. | am willing
to help in all steps of the process. The Writing Center can
provide valuable assistance as well. Visit them online (http:/
artssciences.lamar.edu/writing-center/index.html) or in per-
son on the first floor of the library.

Midterm Exam — One-letter grade deduction for late exams,
unless yo i i i nce.
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http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/

ble. Turn off the lights and remain
quiet. Re- main there until told by
police it is safe.

DEFEND — Use chairs, desks, cell
phones, or whatever is immediately
available to distract and/or defend
yourself and others from attack.



Important Dates to Remember

Mon., January 13, 2013 — Spring semester classes
begin.

Mon., January 20, 2014 — MLK Day. No classes.

Wed., January 29, 2014 — Last day for full refund
on dropped courses.

Mon., February 10, 2014 — Final Spring 2014 non-
payment purge after 5pm.

Fri., February 14, 2014 — Last day to drop or with-
draw without academic penalty.

Mo., March 10-Fri., March 14, 2014 — Spring Break.
No classes.

Thu., March 27, 2014 — Last day to drop or with-
draw with academic penalty.

Fri., April 18, 2014 — Good Friday. No classes.

Mon. Ma;
classes.




Be aware of important dates through-
out the semester, including due dates
for assignments and exams!



Tentative Schedule, cont’d.

Week of February 3: Industrialization, 1870-1914

Read: Schaller, Chapter 17.
HWA#3 due — Monday, February 3, 2014.

The United States and the Global Market.

The Life of Workers.

The Industrial Order: For or Against?

Week of February 10: Urbanization, Immigration,
and Politics, 1877-1900

Read: Schaller, Chapter 18.

HWA#4 due — Monday, February 10, 2014.

What is “American?”

Urban Setting: Opportunity or Crisis?

Studying history effectively is hard,
but rewarding, work! What do you
think he’s dreaming?




Of course he’s dreaming about all
of the wonderful places a history
education can take you!



Tentative Schedule, cont’d.

Week of March
24: The Great
Depression &
The New Deal,
1931-1939

Read: Schaller, Chapter 23.

HWA#5 due — Monday, March 24, 2014.

Of Hoovervilles and New Deals.

“Winners” and “Losers” of the New Deal.

Political,
Economic, and
Social Legacy of
the New Deal.

Week of March 31: The World at War, 1931-1945

[l Read: Schaller, Chapter 24.







